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INTRODUCTION. 



Among the numerous reprintB which from timo 
I to time have been preaeDted to the public, it ia 
I Bomowhat surprising that the following curious 
I tract has hitherto escaped notice. Under the 
title of 0, " Droarae" the author has brought to- 
I gether certain personages who describe with great 
spirit and humour the vicoa and hidden practices 
of various classes during the latter part of the 
sixteenth century. The interesting notices of 
Greene, Marlow, Tarlton, and our immortal poet, 
Sliakespeare, will, no doubt, render it an accept- 
able present to all who take interest in the early 
dramatic history of this country. 

The original tract is of the greatest rarity, and 
does not appear in any of our great collectors' 
catalogues, I am only aware of the existence of 
three copies — two at Oxford, in the Bodleian and 
Malone Collection; and that from which the 
following transcript has been taken, in tho King's 
Library, British Museum. 

Of the author, Henry Ohettle, very little is 
known. He was a dramatic poet of some celebrity, 
and according to the list of plays given by Malonis 



from Henslowe'B Diaiy, was concerneti between 
the years 1597 and 1603 in tlio production of 
forty plays, only four of wliicli have come dowu 
to ua.* 

It 18, however, more than probable that he was 
a waiter for the stage at a much earlier period. 
Meres mentions him in his " Palladia Tamia," 
1598, as ono of "the best for comedy;" which he 
wonld hardly have done had Chottle just then 
commenced his dramatic career. We are ignorant 
of the time and place of his birth or death, and of 
the manner in which he obtained his living. It 
has been conjectured from a letter of his addressed 
to Thomas Nash, and printed by the latter in his 
" Have with you to Saffron- Walden,"" 1696, with 
the signature " your old compositor," that he was, 
at an early period of his life, a, printer, and, from 
his connection with literary men in that capacity, 
first induced to turn his attention to authorship. 
This conjecture is worthy of some consideration, 
and derives additional support from the fact that 
in the year 1591 Chettle became a partner in the 
printing trade with William Hoskius and John 



• The list given by Malone might probably be extended, 
I ant liappy to sae ibat it is Ihe intention uf the " Shakespeare 
8ociety° to print Heiislowe's Diary entile, under the able eupei- 
intendence of Mr. Collier. A more acceptable volume could 
not be offered to its members. 



I Dantcr,* but, hanng only found one work bearing 
his name in the inipiint, in conjunction with those 
of hie partners, I am induced to bolievs that be 
did not long continue in that occupation. 

In 1603 he pubhshed a tract upon the death of 

I Queen Elizabeth, entitled " England's Mourning 

Garment," wherein ho speaks of himself as having 

been "young ahnoat thirty years ago,"" and oe 

having been a witness of what passed at Court 

I at that period. If, therefore, we suppose liim to 

have been fifty when he wrote the above-mentioned 

[ work, he would have been five-and-twenty in the 

I year 1578; thus leaving some ground for Ritson's 

h conjecture tliat ho was an author as early as tiiut 

year ; although it must be borne in mind that a 

poetical tract assigned to him under that date is 

quite as likely to havo been the production of 

Henry Constable, Henry Cheeke, or Henry Cam- 

■j ion, the initials of all being the same ; and initials 

lonly attest the authorship. It may be remarked 

^that in Webbe's "Discourse," 1586, and Putten- 

banfa " Art of English Poesie," 1589, Chettle ia 

not mentioned. 

Henslowe'slist of plays, as discovered and printed 
by Malone, begins in October 1597; and tlie 
first mention of our author's name is in February 

■ See .\iiies' Ti/p-ymi-hiriil Aiiii'iidtUt, by Ueiliert, li. 



1597-8; batwcon that (late and March 1602-3, a>| 
period of little more than five years, he wrote, i 
aeaisted in writing, all the dramatic piecos witbl 
which his name is now associated. 

It ia probable that Chettle died in or before the 
year 1607, when Dekker published his tract en- 
titled " A Knights Conjuring, Done in earnest, 
Discovered in Jest." Ho is there introdueed in 
company viith other dramatic poets in the Elyaian 
fields. " Marlow, Greene, and Peele, had got 
under the shades of a large vyne, laughing to see ■ 
Nash (that was but newly come to their coHedgc), f 
still haunted with the sharpe and satyricall spirit I 
that followed him heere upon earth : for Naab J 
inveyed bitterly (as he had wont to do) against ' 
dry fisted patrons, accusing them of his untimely 
death, because if they had given his Muse that 
cherishment which shoe most worthily deserved, 
he had fed to his dying day on fat capons, burnt 
sack and auger, and not so desperately have 
ventur'do hie life, and shortond his dayes by 
keeping company with pickle herrings." He ia I 
asked" what nowea in the world?" and "howpoeta I 
and players agreed now?" Nash answers, 
phieitions and patients agree; for the patient loves 
his doctor no longer then till he get his health, 
and the player loves a poet so long as the sicknesse J 
lyes iu the two-pennie gallery, when none wild 




come into it: naj (aayca he) into so lowe a 
miserie, (if not contempt), is the eacred Arte of 
Poesic falne, that tho a wrytor (who is worthy to 
eit at tho table of tho Siinoo), wast his brainos to 
eame applause from tho more worthio spirits, yet 
when he has done his best, hee workes but like 
I Ocniis, that makes ropes in heli ; for as hee twists, 
an assc stantis by and bites thom in sunder, and 
that asse is no other than the uudienco with hard 
hands. He had no sooner spoken this, but in 
comes Chettle, sweating and blowing, by reason of 
his fatnes; to welcome whom, because hee was an 
I old acquaintance, all rose up, and fell presentlie 
I on their knees, to drink a health to all tho Losers 
offfelUcoJi." 

Independently of hie dramatic productions, the 
I worksof our author are not very considerable, even I 
if wo give him full credit for all that bibliographers I 
I have thought proper to class under his name. I 
I According to Ritson, wo are to consider as hia I 
earliest work, a translation of a poetical tract en- 
titled " Tho Pope's pittifu! Lamentation for the 
1 Death of his deere Darling, Don Joan of Austria, 
[ and Death's Answer to the same. With an 
Epitapho ujjon tho Death of the said Don Joan, 
Translated after the French printed copy, by i 
H. C." 1 578. Mr, Haslewood has ^ven a descrip- J 
tion of this translation in the "Gensura Litcra-J 
ria," vol. s. p. 6, ed. 1815, 



In the library of the Society of Antiquaries, is 
preserved " A Doleful! Ditty, or Sorowfull Sonet, 
of the Lord Darly, Nevew to the Noble and Wor- 
thy King, King Henry the Eight ; and is to be 
eong to the tune of Black and Yellowe." (Licensed 
March, 24th 1579). From the initials, H. C, at 
the end of this broadside, Ritson has included it 
in the list of Chetfcle's poetical works (Bibl. Poet. 
159). It baa been reprinted by Mr. Park, in the 
tenth volume of the " Harleian Miscellany," who 
also gives it to Chettle; but it may with far greater 
likelihood he assigned to Henry Constable. 

A poetical volume of the same date, entitled 
" The Forest of Fancy, wherein is conteined very 
prety apothegmea, and plea^aunt histories, both in 
meeter and prose, &c," is also included in Ritson's 
list. Malone attributes it to Henry Cheeke, and 
Warton to Henry Constable; but it is quite as 
likely to be the work of some other hand. 

" Piors Plainnes Seaven Yeres Prentiship," 
1595, "England's Mourning Garment," 1603, and 
the tract now reprinted, are the only works (ex- 
cepting his dramatic ones) that can positively be 
identified as the productions of Henry Chettle, 
The first is of the greatest rarity, and will at some 
future time form a companion to tbo present re- 
print. The second, an extremely wull written and 
interesting tmct, containing notices of contempo- 



I rary poets, has already been reprinted in the Har- 

I leian Miscellany, The following pamphlet was 

I printed without dat*; but we are enabled to fix 

the precise tiuia of its publication from a passage 

in the address " To the Gentlemen Readera"— 

" About throe monetha since, died M. Robert 

Greene." Greene died in September 1592, and 

I before the close of the year " Kind Harts Dreauie" 

I was given to the public. 

We learn also from the same address, that 
I Chettle was the editor of Greene's posthumous 
' work " The Groats- Worth of Wit," which was 
printed in the interim between Greene's death* 
^nd the publication of the following work. It 
s given out by the public to be the production 
. of the celebrated prose satirist Thomas Nash. 
I Nash, however, appears to have been highly indig- 
E nant at the report, and in his " Pierce Pennilesee 
I liis Supplication to the Diuell," printed in the 
1- same year, exclaims, " Other newes I am aducr- 
1 tiaed of, that a scald, triuiall, lying pamphlet, cald 
I Greene's Groats-vjorth of Wit, is given out to be 
' of my doing. God neuer haue care of my soule, 
but vtterly renounce me if the least word or Bil- 
lable in it proceeded froui my pen, or if I were 



t was entered in the Sttttiuners' Bcgisteis for William 
J WrighU, oil Uie SDIh i)f September, 1S93. — ClialmcTs' Sup- 
MfplinaeMal Apology, p. 273, 



any way priuie to the writing or printing o 
Ohettle also denies that he had any hand in the 
work, ftirtber than that of preparing it for the 
presa." " I protoBt," he exclaims, " it was all 
Greene's, not mine, nor Maistor Naahos, as somej 
vnjuatly have affirmed." This denial on his part 
was called for by the circumstance of " one or twd^ 
persons," pointed at in the address " To thosA I 
gentlemen, his quondam acquaintance, that spend,! 
their wits in making plays," feeling offended bjJ 
the allusions to them, and suspecting that thejTfl 
ware the forgeries of Greene's editor, Chettle^ 
furthermore saya, "with neither of them that take 
offence was I acquainted, and with one of thorn I 
care not if 1 neuer be." This is supposed to 
allude to Marlow. The other, whose "demeanor" 
was " no iesse cinill than he exclent in the qualitio 
he professes," can allude to no one but our ira- , 
mortal poet Shakespeare. 

Shakespeare was just then rising into notice;^ 
and we know from various sources that he ' 
employed in adapting and altt'ring the productions 
of Nash, Greene, and other unprincipled couipa- 
nions — a ciroumstanoe which drew down upon 
him their hatred and abuse. The attack made 
upon him by the dissipated Greene, when on liia 
dying bed, called forth the interesting teetimoi^ 
to his character, which appears in the followii)ra 



^68, — a testimony of great importance, when 
we consider that it came from one who, by his 
own o^^count, was miacquaintod with the object of 
his praise, and who could have had no motive for 
hie assertion but a desire to do justice to him, 
to whom unknowingly he had given offence. 

Kind- Hart, the person employed to deliver the 
" Invectives" to the world, appears to have been 
an itinerant tooth-drawer treqiiently mentioned 
by writers of the period. Samuel Rowlands 
notices him in his humorous collection of satires 
and epigrams, entitled " The Letting of Humours 
Blood in the Head Vaine," 1600 : — 

" ITiia is llie Jew, alyed uery near 
Vnto the broker, for thej botli do beare 
VnilouVled Kstimonies of thtiit kinne ; 
A biace of rascals in a league of aiaoe : 
Two lilth; curres, that will on no nian fawne, 
Before they Ustc the swcctnesse of tlie pawne. 
And then the slaues will be as kind forsooth. 
Nut as Kind-heart-, in drawing out a tooth ; 
For he doth ease the puticnt of liis pnine, 
But thej disease the borrower of lus gaine." 

The stage-keeper, in the Induction to Ben Jon- 
son's " Bartholomew Fayre," (first acted in 1614), 
when expressing his fear of the author's success, 
says ; — " Hee has ne're a sword and buckler man 
in Ms fayre, nor a little Dauy, to take toll o' the 
' bawds there, as in my time ; nor a Kind-heart, if 
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nr Indies teetk dKnld dmire to ake in hk plaT.^ 
B^ m ako aDuded to bj Fletdfter. in hk - Maid 
kft ^Ik^ ^EOr ie23L and hj Rovlej. in hk - Xev 
^^'onier. a Woman nsrer TexvT 1632. 

Tlie file a^pparitioii^ wlio appear bdbrv^ tlie 
with tiieir ~inTcetiT^a» asaiifit abases 
rj^ are AnthooT Xov Xov. an itinnrant 
fi^Her: Dr. Bnreot. a fove^ pfajsenn: Rob^ot 
^ die diamatie poet; Taihoa.tbeeelebffated 
; and WiDiun CVickoe, a noted ji^j^er 
and pg o fc f Mn w of lesHdemain. The ^bilk** are- 
first offered br the apparitioi^ to the ^Canier of 
Pkrre Pemiiles& packet to LxteiSsTj^ and after 
bCTs^ refoaed bj hinu thej ai^ delrr^red into tlie 
bands of Kimd-H^Mwt^ who i» riiarged to awake 
firoBi hi& drnm ami pabbsk them to theNvorld. 



KIND-HARTS DREAME. 

CONTEINING FIUE APPARITIONS WITH THEIR 

INUECTIUES AGAINST ABUSES RAIGNING. 

DELIUERED BY SEUERALL GHOSTS VNTO HIM TO 

BE PUBLISHT, AFTER PIERS PENILESSE POST 

HAD REFUSED THE CARRIAGE. 

Inuita InuiduB. 
By H. C. 



Lnprinted at London for William Wright 
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TO THE GENTLElvrEX 



It hath beene a custome, Gentlemen, (in my mind 

. commendable) among former authors (whose workes 

no lesso beautified with eloquente phrase than 

k garciiahed with excellent example) to begin an exor- 

I dinm to the renders of their time; much more connc' 

M nient, I take it, should the writers in these daies (wherein 

I Ifaat grauitie of enditing, fay the elder exercised, is not 

lobsem'd, nor that modest decorum kept which they 

■ continued) submit their labours to the fauourable cen- 

F sures of their learned ouerseers. For, seeing nothing 

can he said tliat hath not been before said, the sin- 

gularitie of some mens conceits (otherwayea excellent 

well deseruing) are no more to be soothed, than the 

peremptorie posies of two very suiHcient Translators 

commended. To come in print ia not to seeke 

prioee but to craue pardon : I am vrged to the 

one, and bold to bcgge the other ; he that offendes, 

being foFst, is more excusable than the wilfiill faultte ; 

though both be guilty, there ia difference in the guilt. 

To obserue custom e, and auoid as I may,cauill. opposing 

your fauors against my feare, Ec shew reason for ray 

present writing, and after proceed to sue for pardi 



J 



About tliree moneths since died M. Robert Greene, 
leauing many papers in sundry Booke sellers bands, 
among other his Groats-worth of wit, in whici, a letter 
written to diners play-makers, is offensiuely by one or 
two of them taken, and because od the dead they can- 
not be auenged, they willully forge in their eonceites a 
lining author : and after tossing it to and fro, no re- 
medy, but it must light on me. How I haue, all the 
time of my conuersing in printing, hindred the bitter 
inueying against schoUers,it hath been very well knowne, 
and how in that I dealt I can sufficiently prooue. 
With neither of them that take offence was I acquainted, 
and with one of them I care not if I neucr be : the 
other, whome at that time I did not so much epaixt, as 
since I wish I had, for that as I haue moderated the 
heate of lining writers, and might haue vsde my owne 
discretion (especially in such a case) the author being 
dead, that I did not, I am as sory, as if the originall 
fault had beenc my fault, because myselfe bane seene 
his demeanor no lease ciuill than he eielent in the 
qualitie he professes : besides, diuera of worship haue 
reported his vprightuesiS of dealing, which argues 
his honesty, and his facetious grace in writting, that 
aprooues his art. For die first, whose learning I re- 
uerence, and, at the perusing of Greenes booke, stroke 
ont what then, in conscience I tliought, he in some 
displeasure writ ; or bad it bcene true, yet to publish 
it was intoUerahle : him I would wish to vse me no 
worse than I deserue. I had onely in the copy this 
share, it was il written, as sometime Greenes hand was 



I none of the best, licensd it must be, ere it could bee 
I printed, wbicli could neaer be if it might not be read. 
I To be briefe, I writ it ouor, and, as neare as I could, 
I followed the copy, onely in that letter I put something 
I out, but in the whole booke not a word in, for I protest 
I it was all Greenes, not mine nor Maister Nashes, as 
I Bome vmustJy haue affirmed. Neither was he the 
writer of an Epistle to the aecond part of Gerileon, 
though, by the workemans error, T. N, were set to the 

iend: that I confesse to be mine, and repent it not. 
ThuB, gentlemen, hauing noted the priuate causes 
tiiat made me nominate my eelfe in print ; being, as 
■well to purge Master Nashe of that he did not, as to 
justifie what I did, and withall to confirme what M. 
Greene did : I beseech yee accept the publicke cause, 
Vhieb is both the desire of your delight and eammon 
fcenefite : for, though the toye bee shadowed vnder the 
litle of Eind-hearts dreame, it diacouers the false 
hearts of diuers that wake to commit mischiefe. Had 
not the former reasons been, it had come forth without 
a father : and then should I haue had no cause to feare 
offending, or reason to sue for fauour. Kow am I in 
doubt of the one, though I hope of the other ; which 
if I obtaine, you shaU bind me hereafter to be silent 
till I can present yee with some thing more acceptable. 

IIkNIUK ClIKTTLE. 
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KIND-HABTES DEDICATION OF HIS DEEAME, 

TO ALL THE PLEASANT CONCEITED 

WHERSOEVEIt. 



Gentlemen aii<l good fellowes, (whose kindnes hauing 
I christened mee with the name of Kind-heart bindea 
in all kinU course I can to deaei-ue the continuance 
[ of your loue) let it not aeeme strange {I beseech je) 
that lie, that all daies of his life hath beene famous for 
drawing teeth, should now, in drooping age, hazard 
contemptible infamic by drawing himselfe into print. 
For such is the folly of this age, so witlesse, so auda- 
cious, that there are scarce so manye pedlers brag 
tliemselues to be printers because they haue a bundel 
of ballads in their packe, as there be idiots that think 
themselues artists because they can English an obli- 
gation, or write a true staffe to the tune of fortune. 
This foUy, raging vniuersally, hath infired me to write 
the remembrance of sundry of my deceased frends, 
personages not altogether obscure, for then were my 
subiect base, nor yet of any honourable carriage, for 
' my stile is rude and bad : and, to such as I, it belongs 
not to iest with gods. Kind-hart would haue his com- 
panions esteeme of estates as starres, on whom meane 
. men maye looke, but not ouer-looke. I haue heard of 



an ek)queDt oruor, that trimly famiahed with vrarraa 1 
abiUinenti, had on his shield thb motto, Boma fortiaut; 
j&y at the first meeting of the enimy, fled whhoat fight. 
For which being reprooned, he replied ; If I haue saaed 
my selfe in this battel! by flight, I shaQ liue to chase 
the enimy in the nest. So, gentlemen, fares it with 
mee. If ennious misconaterers armc themfelaes against 
my simple meaning, and wrest euery iest to a wrong 
sense, I tbinte it policy to fly at the first fight, till I 
gather fresh forces to represse their folly. Neither 
can they, what ener they be, deale hardly with Kind- 
hart, fca- he onely deliners his dreame, with euery 
apparitioD dmply as it was rttered. It's fond for them 
to fight against ghosts: it's fearefuU for me to hide an 
apparition: 1^ concealing it I might doe myselfe harme 
and them no good ; by reaeallng it ea^ my hart and 
doe no honeat men hurt : for the rest (although I wonld 
not willii^ly moue the meanest) they must beare as I 
doe, or mend it as they may. IVcll, least ye deeme all 
my dreame but an epistle, I will proceed to that with- 
out any further circumstance. 



THE DEEAME. 



Sitting alone not long since, not far from Finsburie, 
in a taphouse of antiquity, attending the comming of 
such companions as might wasli care away with carow- 
sing, Sleepe, the attendant vpon a distempred body, 
bereft the aunnes light by couering mine eiea with her 
sable mantle, and left me in nighta abode though the 
dales eie shinde ; so poweriull was my receiued potion, 
BO beauie my passion : whence (by my hostisse care) 
being remoued to a pleasant parlor, the windowes 
■ opening to the east, I was laid softly on a downe bed, 
and couered with equall furniture, where, how long I 
slept quietly 1 am not well assured, but, in the time I 
to rest, I was thus by visible i^parildons lilis- 
f turbd. 

First, after a harsh and confused sound, it seemed 
there entered at once flue personages, seuerally attired, 
and diuersly qualified, three bearing instruments, their 
fauours pleasant ; two appearing to be artists, their 
countenances reuerend. 

The first of the first three was an od old fellow, low 
. of stature, his head was couered with a round cap, his 
[ body with a side skirted tawney coate, his legs and 
I feete trust vppe in leather buskins, hiu gray hiures and 
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ztipicmySmte witnessed his age, his treble vioU in his 
liande assured me of his profession. On which (by 
Ms condnuidl sawing haning left but one string) after 
his beet manner, hee gaue me a hontsvp : whome, after 
a little musing, I assuredly remembred to be no other 
hut old Aothony Now now. 

The nest, by his ante of russet, his btittond cap, his 
taber, his standing on the toe, and other tricks, I knew 
to be either the body or resemblance of Tarlton, who, 
liuing, for his pleasant conceits was of all men liked, 
and dying, for mirth left not his like. 

The third (as the first) was an olde fellowe, his beard 
milkewhite, his head conered with a round lowc crownd 
rent eilke hat, on which was a band knit in many 
knotes, wherein stucte two round stickes after the 
juglers manner. His ierkin was of leather cat, his 
cloake of three coolers, hia hose paiud with yellow 
<lrawTi out with blew, his instrument was a bagpipe, 
and him I knew to be "William Cuckoe, belter knowne 
than lon'd, and yet, some thinke, as well lou'd as he was 
worthy. 

The other two had in their countenances, a reuerent 
grace, the one which was the elder, seeming more se- 
uere, was in habite like a doctor, in his right hand hee 
helde a compendium of all the famous phisitions and 
suTgions workea beelonging to Theorike, in his lefte 
hande a table of all instruments for mans health ap- 
pertaining to practise. 

At the sight of this doctor, you may thinke, gentle- 
men. Kind-hart was in a piteous case ; for I verily be- 
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leeucd !io had beene some rare artist tliat, tailing me 
for a dead mun, had come to aoatomizQ me, but, taking 
eomfortthat my thrumde hat had hanging at it the en- 
signes of my occupation, like a tall fellow (as to me it 
seemed) I lookte Iiim in the fa<« and behelde him to 
bee Maister Doctor Burcot (though a stranger, yet in 
England for pbisicke famous.) 

With him was the fifth, a man of indifferent yeares, 
of face amible, of body well proportioned, his attire 
after the habite of a schoUer-like gentleman, onely his 
liaire was somewhat long, whome I supposed to be 
Kobert Greene, maister of Artes: of whome (howe 
euer some may suppose themseluea iniured) I haue 
learned to speake, considering he is dead, mil nixi fie- 



He was of singuler pleasaunce, the verye sup]»rter, 
and, to no mans disgrace bee this intended, the only 
comedian, of a vulgar writer, in this country. 

Well, thus these flue appeared, and by them, in post, 
post a knight of the post, whome in times past I haue 
seen as liighly promoted as the pillory: but, I haue 
heard since, he was a diuell that plaide the Cariar of 
Pierce Penilesiie packet to Lucifer, and was now re- 
turning to contaminate the ayre with his pestilent 
penuries and abhominablc false witnesse bearing. 

How Pierce his supplication pleased his patron I 

know not, but sure I take it this friend bad a foule 

I check for meddling in the matter : for, when all these 

fiue before named liad made prefer of seuerall bills in- 

' uecliue against abuses raigning, this deuelish messenger 



KINIHUARTS DREAME. 

repulsed them wrathfully, and bad them get some otlier 
to bee their packet bearer if they list, for be had almost 
hazarded his credit in hell by being a broker betweene 
Pierce Penilesse und his lord: and so, without hearing 
their reply, flew from them like a whirle wind. With 
that (after a small pause) in a round ring they com- 
passed my bed, and thrusting into my hand all their 
papers, they at once charged mee to awake and pub- 
lish them to the world. 

This charge aeemed to mee most dreadfuL of all the 
dreame ,becau8e, in that, the distinguishing of their ae- 
uerall voices was heard, farre from the frequent maimer 
of mena apeeeh. In fine, Cuckoe with his pipes, and 
Antony with hia crowd, keeping equall equipage, first 
left my sight ; Tarltou with hia tabor, fetching two or 
three leaden friakes, shortly followed, and the Doctor 
and Maistor Greene immediately vanished. 

With this (not a little amazed, as one from a trance 
reviued) I rouzd vp my selfe: when sodainly out of 
my hand fell the fine papers, which confirmed my 
dreame to bee no fantisie. Yet, (for that I knew the 
times are daungerous) I thoaght good adiiisodly to read 
them, before I presumed to make them publick. So 
by chance lighting first on Antony Nownowe, I found, 
I on the outside, as follows on the other side. 
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Anthony Now now, a God's blessing, to his louing and 
liuing bretheren Mopo and Pickering, greeting: whereas, 
by the daily recourse of infinit numbers to the infemall 
regions, whose phiintca to be heard ure no le^e lament- 
able, then their paines to be felt intoUerabie, I am 
giuen to vnderataiiJ that tliere be a company of idle 
youths, loathing honest labour and dispising lawfull 
trades, betake them to a. vagrant and vicious life, in 
enery corner of cities and market towues of the realme 
singing and selling of baUads and pamphletes full of 
ribaudrie and all scurriloua vanity, to the prophanation 
of God's name, and witli-drawing people fi-oni Chris- 
tian exercises, especially at faires, markets and such 
publike meetings i 1 humbly ticsire ye that ye ioyne 
with another of your bretheren free of one citie nod 
profession, that, alwoies delighting in godly songee, is 
now in his age betaken to his beads, and liuetli by the 
dolefull tolling of Deaths bell warning. Deere frendes, 
I be^ech you ioyntly to agree to the suppressing of 
the fore named idle vagabonds. Ami, that 1 right 
incite (as I hope) your forward effectes, 1 will particu- 
larize the difference betweene the abused times among 
you reputed, and the simplicity of the dates whereui I 
liued. Withall 1 wish ye to expect no greater matter 
then Anthonyes capacity can comprehend. When I 
was liked, there was no thought of that idle vpstart 
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e m c ral M w of taDid-aagag, ndtber wk there * prin- 
ter so lewd dttt wtmld aei finger to m haanoas line, 
times are daubed, and nen are 
. For, not long aneei a Bomber at 
dnidren were bobtcnd, by Houe Towrib j c 
otliier free men in bnr 



libertine life is angii^ anje tfai^ that ome to baod 
&nn aama oC ttte Dioels in stnimeD ts, intruders into 
pnntiagB maatene, bj wbome thai excdieBt ait is not 
^oaBf Pandered, Ute gooenunent ttt the estate not a 
little UemkiKd, nor religion in the least meaEBre hin- 
dred. And, to slrat yp d in the last, is it not hmeot- 
aUe that after 90 many ealUngs, a> many Uesangs, so 
manj warning?, tbroogh the conetoos desire oT gaine 
of some two or three, ^ncfa a floeke of Rnn-4ga(es 
dionid otm^iread the face of thj? land as at this ttBW 
it doth. Thev that intend to infect a rioer prason tbe 
finontaine, the basili^e wonndeth a tnu hj the eie, 
wboee bgbt first faitin^ the bodj of force descenda 10 



lliese baaifigfcs, these bad minded monsters, brought 
brth like vipeis bj thor ntotfaers bane, with ^uch Us- 
joious lewdnes hane first infected London, the eie of 
, the bead <f odier eities, as, what is m lewd 
fc not dtere^cmtraiT to order, beene printed, and 
!te abaaadj chanted '. This error (oaer 
realne) hath in no small me&Eureincrea^^ 
b Basex and the shires thereto adjojuing, by ibe lilo^- 
lease £ar*s of certaine babies, sooner to one Bameii, 
■noet frequenting Bifltopf Staflwd. Hie oMe fellow 
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their father soothing his sonnes folly, resting his crabbed 
68 on a crab-tree staffe, was wont, and I tbinke yet 
he vBea, to seuer himself from the booth, or rather 
brothell, of his two sons baUad shambels r where the 
one in a sweaking treble, the other in an ale-blowen 
base, cai'owle out such adultrous ribaudry as chaat 
eares abhore to heare, and modestie hath no tongue to 



While they are in the ruffe of ribaudrie, (aa I was 

about to say) the olde ale-knight, their dad, breakes out 

into admiration, and sends stragling customers to 

admire the roaring of his sonnes ; where, that I may 

. showe some abuses, and yet, for shame, let slip the most 

L odious, they heare no better matter but the lasciuious 

vnder songs of JVathim Ale, the Carmans Whittle, 

' Choping kmues, and Frier Foxtaile, and that with such 

odious and detested boldnes, as, if there be any one 

line in those lewd songs than other more abhominable, 

that with a double repetition is lowdly bellowed, as for 

example of the Frier and the Nunne. 

He tiMpt her wilhafaxBi laite, Barnes minor, 
Andkf«>hiprhirmthafi>xei-taiU,BxRNe>iMMoa. 

O braue boies, suth Barnes maximum. The father 
r leapes, the lubers roare, the people runne, the diuell 
I laughs, God lowers, and good men weepe. Nay, no 
ler hftue the godly preachers deliuered wholesome 
I doctrine, but tliese impes of iniquitie, and such as imi- 
l-tftte their order, draw wJiole heapea to hearken to their 
I jnquinated cries, as if they were heardes of tlic Get- 
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e really li 



e whole legions of 8 



drowning 

Ste[iheD, Mopo, nnd Pickering, I muse jon maka 
complaint to tliose worshipful] that haue authori^ 
restraine such stragiers, for this is to be proued, 
whorae eoeuer they buy them, that these two Barr 
vtter more licentious songs then all tliat part of En 
land beside. 

Sharaefull it is, (had tbey any shame) that m- 
brought vppe to an honest handicraft, of which tl 
realms more need then lygging vanities, should betal 
them to so impudent a course of life. The rogue thi 
liueth idly is restrained, the fidler and plaier that 
maisterlosse is in the same predicament, both these b 
the law are burned in the eare, and aball men mor 
odious scape vnpunished ? 

It were to be wisht, if they will not be wamd, that m 
well the singers as their supporters were burned in thi 
tongue, that they might rather be euer utterly mute, 
then the triumphers of so many mischiefes. Neithei 
are these two alone in fault, though they stand worthely 
formoat as Maloram Duces, but besides them others, 
more then a good many, some as I haue heard say, 
taken to be appi-enlices by a worthlesse companion (if 
it proue true that is of him reported) being of a wor- 
sbipfull trade, and yet no stationer, who after a little 
bringing tbera vppe to singing brokerie, takes into his 
shop some fresh men, and trusts his olde seruantes of a 
two months standing with a dossen groatea worth of 
ballads. In which, if they prooue thrifty, hee 
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I them prtity chapmen, nblo to spred more pamphlets by 
k the state forbidden theu all the bookesetlers in London ; 
■.fiw only in this citie is straight search ; abroad, smale 
MfluspitioQ, especially of such petty pedlers. Neither is 
■tbe, for these flics only, in fault ; but the Gouemcrs of 
■ Cnt^urRO hall, finding that their company wounderfully 
I increaat, (howeuer manye of their heate workcmen 
ft'.moDthly misooride at the three foot crosse) they tooke 
Icounsaile how they might find some new exercise to 
I iin[iloy their number. 

One of the ancienlest, that had beene a trauetkr, 
|Aiid, at Brainetree fwre secne the resort to the stand- 
i of the foreuamed brethren, the sonnes of olde 
les the Plummer; chose out roaringe Dicke, Wat 
ffimbars, cum multU alUs of tune-able trebles that 
PgaUieredaundryasaemblies in diuera places; where, eyer 
a leaud songe vraa fully ended, some mist their kniues, 
Bome tLeir purses, soome one thinge, aoome another. 
Afld, alasse, who woulde auspecte my innocenle youthes, 
that all the while were plcasinge rude people's eyes 
and earea with no les delectable noise then their 
ditties were delightsome: the one beeing too odious to 
bee read, the other too infectious to be heard. Well, 
howeuer they sung, it is like they shared ; for, it hath 
beene stude, they themselues bregge they gained their 
twenty shjllingea in a day. Ah, brother Mopo, many 
a hard raeale haue you made, and as many a time hath 
Curtell, your foure-footed traueiler, beeno pincht for 
want of prouander, and yet at the wcekes endc haue 
you hardly taken tenne ahiUinges. But, I persuade toj 
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solfe, you gaine by yonr honest lubour, and they by 
legerdemain e. To tell you your owne iuiurieB, by 
them euery where offered, neede not : to wish you to 
speake to them it bootea not. Therefore thia is my 
counaaile, and let it be yoor course. Make liumble 
suite to her maiesties officers that they may bee hence- 
foorth prohibited : intreate the preaehers that they iu- 
uaye againate this vice, whiche, thoughe itseeme small 
to other abuses, yet, as a graine of mustard-seed, it 
encreasea, and bringetli foorth moi'e mischiefes then 
few wordea eau exjjresse, or much diligence make 
voide. First, if there be any songea aufiered in Buch 
publike Borte to be soong, beseech that they may 
either be such as your selues, that, after seauen yeares 
or more aeruice, haue no othci' liuinge lefte you, out of 
pattent, but that poore base life, of it selfe too badde, 
yet made more beggei'ly by increase of nomber: or, 
at least, if any besides you be therto admitted, that it 
may be none other but aged and impotent persons ; 
who, liuinge vpon charity, may the rather draw those 
that delight in good songa to haue mercy on their 
neode. For, to sing publlkcly, is, by a kinde of toUera- 
tion, permitted only to beggars, of which nomber it is 
not necessary to make them that hauc scene no number of 
yeares, nor are in the members of their bodies imperfect. 
Is it not absnnle to see a long legd lubber pinned in a 
chayre, fedde with a diigge, di-este with a bibbe, and 
mckte in a cradle ? As vile it is that boyea, of able 
strength and agreeable capacity, should bee suffered to 
wrest from the miserable aged the lust refuge in their 
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life (beggeiy excepted) the poove lieipe of ballad-siug- 
;. Many a cruat Lath old Anthony gotte by it, 
Mopo, beside other comibrl«s : but now, I heare, my 
blinde brother, that eserciadc the base, ia forced to lay 
his fiddle to pawne and trust onely to the two and 
thirtieth Psatme, and Job patience, for his poore helly- 
pinchlnge pittaimee. Once agoine I louroe mee, in 
your names, to the maiestrates and preachers of Loo- 
don, and, as to them, so to otliers elae-where in the 
realme. Kight-honorable, reuerend, or worshipful!, 
Anthony hunibty desires you to looke into the leaud 
caugc, tliftt these wicked effects may fall. The people 
delighte to hearc some new thinge : if these prophane 
ribauldries were not, somewhat sauering of godlinesae, 
if policy, or, at the vtmoat, of morrall witte, should be 

, reoeiued. It ia common that they which liaue capacitye, 
when they heare either diuinitye, lawe, or other artes, 

1 apply their memories to reeeiue them, and, as they haue 
conceiued tliey bringe foorth fruitcs : so Cares it by the 
contrary, when they heare lasciuious surquedry, leud- 
nesse, impie^, they yeeld no other haruest than they 
receiued seede : for who canne gather grapes of thomes, 
or figgea of ttiistles ? Tt would bee thought the carman, 
that was woonte to whistle to his beastes a comfortable 
note, might as well continue his olde course, whereby 
hia sound serued for a musicall harmony in Gods eare; 
sa now profanely lo follow jigging vanity, which can. 
bee no better than odious before God, sith it is ab- 
hominable in the eares of good men. But all is one, 
tJiey arc suffred, which makes them aecurc, and t 
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T^rnT-r srr7<:.r«^ is iii«eT '■^ fc.^'"" iZjcdfti^Ss to bee 
iL-e rjs: iL-tt ii-:.::li c*^. Trbrreiz. if :l-ev fiiLg;. let diem 
ii&e r^iier iz. r*cZT*r:::sII ro-jperr^f. az?i fire s: all mnes 
ms tar*>r as r«>:-T>e M:^«>'s cu: iil wiil Lis maist^s 
CKKDimnAa m SL-orxiiioh. iLlL bv ibe foD.t ot his bin- 

Lad *«=:: Tj. a shof-pe of Ale-dnip^ry. Suas^Tibtd 



When I had n?ad this rubble, whei^rin I toonde litde 
reason, I laide it bv, intendinse, a: njor^ time, to seeke 
om Mopo and his mentioned ivmjxuiions. The nexte 
piqper I chaunceil on, was that of Maister Doctor 
Bnrcot. 

The suivrs^*ription thus. 
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iNirRiors enemies to arts, that haue soiiglit to make 
phisick, among commou people, CBteemed common, 
and chirurpeiy eontemptllile : to you ia this ray bi-eefe 
addressed, for, since I lefte the earth, commnunded by 
him tbftt disposes of enery creiilm-e, I vnderetande 
Boome greene-headed w.-ntFers at my greene receipt, 
haue intermedled in matters more then they conceiuei 
and, by that foliy, effected mucli lease than they pro- 
mised. It was belde of olde for a principle, and not 
long since obsemed a» a cnslome, that, as the nightes 
battes, fore-mnners of darknesse, neuer flickered in 
the Btreetes till the sunne was declinde, and then 
enery where blindly flapped in meunes faces ; so the 
owles of artes, blinde flinder-mise (as 1 may tearme 
them) confirming the old oracle: neuer shewe tbem- 
seluea but in comers, giuing their rules for tliat they 
vnderstand not, to the losse of life, or man's dismem- 
briuge. Enery simple hath his verhie, enery disease 
his beginning r but the remedy riseth from the know- 
ledge of the CHuee. If any can (in naturall sence) 
giue ease, they must be artiste-s that are able to search 
the cause, resist the disease, by prouidiiig remedies. 
How fares it then, blinde abusers of the blind, your 
blushles faces are so seasoned that you can in print, op 
publike writingea, open the skirtes of your shame, by 
promising sight to the bliude, sound ioyntes to the 
gciwty, steady niembf.TK m the paralctike, strong Hmmes 
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to the laine, quicke hearing to the deafe, sence to thu 
franticke ? To begin with J. O., one of your sight 
healei-s, was it not well handled by Idm when a gen- 
tleman of good account, hauing onely a heate in one of 
hie eies, hee like a kinde Christian perswaded the 
patient to reciere a water preseruatine to the Bound 
eie, that it might draw the humor from the first, when, 
in very truth, by his cunning hee ao dealt, that not an 
eie was left in his head whereby hee might wel see, 
sauing that by the eye tJiat was first sore he can with 
much adoolooke through a christall. Thus this cogging J 
sight-giuer dranke a hundred marke, and vtterly i: 
paired the paier's sigbt. 

obscure knaue, worthy to bee so well known^ J 
that, tliine eies being thi'ust out of tby head i 
publike assembly, thou mighttest no more attempt to I 
make blinde thy betters. There was a gentleman in J 
the world troubled not long since with a paine in the4 
foote; phisitions found it to be the gout; against which 
malady (promising no precise remedy, but onely to giue 
ease for the time) did their dailye indeuour, by defen- 
eiuBS preuenting paine that would bane pi'ooued offen- 
aiue. He, impatient of delay, forsooke all hopes of 
art, and deliuered ouer hys life into the hands of some 
of these traudera that, by incision, are able to ease all 
atches. K a sensible man (conceiuing their tiranny 
on him Tsed) should note their cuttings, drawings, 
corrosiuinga, boxings, butcherings, they wold conclude, 
Jttwj erat inter Siculos tormentw mahis. Tet, forsooth, 
who but these are welwme to diseased or endaungered 



KIND-HABTB DREAHE, 



Iieo]Je ? Tlie reason, they will vndertalte to warrant 
what no wise man cau ; and if it happen, by strong 
[Mjnceipt, some haue corafirt, then, to the worlds wonder, 
in olde wiues monuments are they remembered. Short 
tale to make, after many tortures, God gaue tlie gen- 
tleman ease by death. 

For the dead palsie there is n woman hath a des- 
perate di'inke that either helpes in a yeare or killea in 
an Lour. Beside shoe hath a charrae, that, mumbled 
thrice ouer the eare, together with oyle of Suamone 
(as she tearmes it) will make them that can heare but 
a little, heare in short tune neucr a whit. But, aboue 
all, her medcine for the quartine ague is admirable : 
ria. A pinte of exceeding strong march beere, wherein 
s infused one drope of Aqua miraliilis ; this, taken at 
a draught before the fit, is intollerable good ; and for a 
president let this aerue. 

A gentlewoman about I^nJon, whose iiusbnnU is 
, heire of a right worshipfull house, was induced to take 
this drench from this wise woman. For euery drop of 
that strong water she must haue twelue pence. A 
aponefull at the least was prizde at fortie shiUings. 
Thus daily for almost a moneth she ministred. The 
gentlewoman, haoing still good hope, at last was put 
by her husband quite out of comfort for any good at 
this womans handes ; for he, by chance getting the 
deceiuere glasse, would needes poure out a spunefull, 
what euer he paid ; she cried out, she could not spare 
it: all helpt not, he tooke it and taaf^d, and found it to 
be no other llica fountaine water. 
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There was one bond-man, or free-mau (it itkiles niit 
much whether) that by wonUrous reftdy nieanea would 
heiile raudnien. WTiat espectatjons was of him, bj his 
great promises, all Loudon knowes : howe lewdly bee 
delt, it can as well witncsse ; of him I will say little, 
because there is more knowne tliea I am able to set 
downs. 

Besides tboEe run-agates, there are some of good 
experieiice,that, giuingthemselues toiiiordiDateescesse, 
when they are writ vnto by learned phisitions to min- 
ister for the patients health according to their aduised 
prescriptioDj negligently mistalte. As, for exantple, a 
doctor directs t« bis poticary a bill to minister to a 
man, bailing an ulcerous sore, certaine pills for the 
preparing of his body; withall a receipt for the making 
a coiTosiue to apply to the sore ; hee (either witles, 
which is too bad, or wilfuU, which is worse) prepares 
the corrosiue in pilles, and tbrmes the receipt for the 
pilles in manner of a playster. 

The partie receiues the corrosiue inward ; his mawe 
is fretted, death followes. If there be such an apothe- 
cary that bath bo done, let him repent his dealings, 
least the bloud of that man Ught un bis bead. 

It is said there was another skilful!, no lesso ouer- 
seone, that bauinge a jwore manne of a legge to dis- 
member, who had long time beeae bia patient, and, at 
the instant, more extreamely painde then befoi'e, 
which was cause of reqiiiringe bis chimrgians im- 
mediate helpe; this woorkeman. the poore patientes 
n that pointe not to be tearmed his 
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owne artes-maister, dismembred him, the sigae beeinge 
a the foote. Whereof beeing tolde immediately after 
the deede, hee onely merited this praise, by giuing 
cooncel to the murthered man to haue patience at his 
Buddaine ende. 

But tiieae accidentoe anionge artistea happen as sel- 
dome as the proofe of a good cure amonge you tliat 
are vtterly ignorannt in arte; for their faultes are 
committed by them rarely or neuer ; your treapasses, 
like a quotidian disease. So, of the one it may bee 
saide, wine is a mocker, and stronge drineke is rt^inge, 
and those that bee thereby deeeiued are not wise. Yet 
of the other may directly bee concluded, to theii' single 
commendatiaii, that, as no serpent is without his hidden 
stinge, or anic thing on earth without some blemish, 
so no purity of their impure profession can be equalled 
in imperfection, so impure is all, bo vile, so daungeroua. 
Therefore now returuc I where I began, to you the 
excrementes of nature and monsters of memie, whose 
murders arc no lesae common then your craftes, whiche 
are not ao well knowne to the world as felt by them 
that leaue it i with two of you I will ende. The one a 
braggart of great antiquity, whose liuely image is yet 
to bee seen iu King Luds PaUace, and his lining ghost 
at this time ministringe to tjie poore pensioners of that 
place. Sirra, nay it ahail be in reuerence of your old 
occnpation. I muse not a little what wonderful! met- 
s preparatiue it is ye boast on : by which, were 
BO mad to belecue you, you ai'e able to miike anye 
le not ouely boldely to wnlke in ill ayres, and 



26 



KIND-UART8 DKEAUE. 



daye and nights with infeuted companye, but 
also to receiue tlio strongest poison (like king Mithri- 
dates) into his body? Tenne to one it is so strange 
BS no man bot yourselle is able to iiome it. Yet giue 
mee leaue to gesae at it, without offence to your Iftlse- 
lioode. I remember I liaue heard great talte, you 
hane beene both a caster of mettall and a forger, and 
it seemes you haue gotten the receipte which the tiane- 
meltera wife miniati-ed to breake her husbandes colde 
when he sate sleeping in his chaire, videlicet, two 
ounces of pure tinne, put in an iron ladle, melted in 
the Are, and poured at an instant downe the throat. 



If it be thus, I dare taki 
hurting that partie tiiat sc 
fellowe (seeii 
and hearing 






■d for any poyson 

t, for, aa a simple 

foure or fine hanged for their offences, 

speake bitterly of them beeing 



deade) saide, Well, God make them good men, they 
haue a faire warning : so I may say they that deale 
with your mettaline medicine haue a faire warrants 
against poison. likewise may it be saide of youi' ad- 
mirable eie water, through the vertue of wbiche you 
haue attained the worshipfull name of doctor put out : 
hauinge put out Hoonie of their eies that deale wilh it. 
But if I haue varied from your metaline receipt before, 
I tontlude it but a forgerie, and so blame you not 
greatly for followinge a parcel! of your olde, and, to 
some, a bnrtfuU trade. 

Another of your brelheren, as wel ouer seene in 
mineralls as your selfe, lying in a good fellowes house 
not long since, being mouilessc, a^ ye ai'c all hut thi'ed 
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bore niiike-shii'tea, jierswadcd his boast to take phisicke 
for teare ol' infection ; iiis labour he was content to giue, 
and notbing for their kindncsse would bee requii'e but 
euen iiue marke, whicb be must pay for the very 
simples. His ample hoant, beleeuing bim to bee honest, 
gane liim the money. K bee had lefte heere, though 
tliia hod beene too lewd, it hail beene farre better than 
to go foi'ward as he did, for some what hee bestowed 
L purging simples whidi unpicpared he ministred, 
I and, witli the same mimslred the poore mana death. 

The lewd wretch cried out that hec had taken a 
great quantity of the purgation more than he appointed, 
which was in a window in his chamber: much adoe 

i made, and be would lusltfie before any learned 

a his deed. But truitmg better to his heeles than to 
hazard a hanging, hee gaue them that night the slip, 
and is not yet taken. 

To be short, how euer ye differ in seuenill ehiftes, 
yet agree you all in one manner of shifting ; eunning 
3 the cloake to hide your cogging : money the marke 
forwhiebye play the makoshifics, nay, the murthercrs, 
not of the common enimie, but your owne countrymen, 
than which what can be more barbarous? Common 
reason should perswade that much reading and long 
practise in euery art makes men expert. Per contra- 
t, I conclude, you that liaue neither read nor prac- 
tised must needs be egregiously ignorant. 

Assure your selues, if you rethune not, iustice will 
. Btand Tppe, and so reetraine yee, as there shall be no- 
ting more noted than ymir ignorant practises and 



impudent eoui'ees. In my lite I was your aduei'SOB 
in death I am your enimie. Beseeching the retiei<9 
colledge of learned doctore aud worahipfitll cumpann 
experieiiBt chirurgions to looke more straigbtly to ydj 
false deceites and close liauut.i, that there may be ^dc 
sooner heard talke of such a rare obscure assurancei 
t« worke what not wonders in phisiefee or chirurgirii 
but he be rather lookt into or euer he begin, than su! 
fred to begin, whereby any poore patient aliould suffe 
loBse in triall of their blind skill : so ehall your cou 
aeiiBgeB be as open as your actcs be odious J 

Subscribed V 

Biircot. 



This is somelhiug like (tliought I) if he had said 
any thing against cousoning tootlie drawers that from 
place to place wander with banners full of horse 
teeth, to the impairing of Kindharta oceupntion ; but I 
perceiue maist«r doctor was neuer a tooth drawer; if 
he had, I know he would haue touclit their deceiuings. 
Since he hath let them passe, 1 greatly passe not ; and 
yet, in regard of the credit of my trade, I care not to 
baue a blow or two with them my selfe, before I looke 
any further. 

Sundry of them that ao wander haue not to do with 
the means Kindliart vseth, but forsooth, by charmea 
they can at their pleasure fray away the payne, which 
Kindhai-t counts little better than witch-craft if it could 
doe good, iind 80 to some of them haue I affirmed it. 
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I But a propel' slip-string, aometime a petty scliote- 

Bter, now a. pelting tootli-charnier, hauing no reason 

I to defend hia obscure rules, quite put me to silence 

I before a well learned audience, the one a coUer, the 

I other a carman, the last a collj-er. Tliese, beeing poore 

1, bad I for pittie often eased of tJieii" payne, yet 

I 'waa the remedy I vade somewhat painefuUj but not 

I long since they are come acciuaiiited witii the charmer 

I told ye of; he, in charitable conaideratiou of their 

I greefe, promised to ease them, onely with writing and 

I «fter bumiug a word or two. Trauelliug to a gentle- 

I man'a not faire from London, I by the way ehaunat to 

I be cflld to conferrewith him at the same verye instant, 

where; reprooning hia opinion, hee put me downe with 

such a gallicmafrey of Latine ends that I wa^ glad to 

make an end. Yet got I a copy of hia charme, which 

, I will set downo that I may make it common. 



First, he must know your name, then your age, 
which in a little paper he sets downe. On the top are 
L these words: In verbis, cl in herbis, et in tapidibut 
I *w«( virtutes : vndemeath he writes in capitall letters, 
I AAB u-hA, HYRS GiBELLA, which he sweares ia pure 
Chatde, and the names of three spirites that outer into 
' the bloud aud cause rewmes, and so consequently the 
I toothach. This paper must be likewise three times 
[ bleat, and at last with a little frankincense burned, 
[ which being thrice vsed, ia of power to expell the 
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ppirites, porifie the blood, and esse tlie paine, or dsB 
he l^es, for be hath pnctised it loa^, but shall •pproue 



Another sort get hot wiers, and vhh tbeni tbey 
buroe oat the wonoe that so torments the gmoeil: 
these teOomta are fit lo ri^t cnrst wines, sod m^t, by 
th«r pnMtise, doe a oumber of booest men ease if thej 
woahl lULsse the tooth and worme tbe tof^ne. 

Others theK are that peiswade the pained to hcdd 
their months opea ouer a basen of water bj tbe fire 
»de, and lo cast into tbe fire a bandfiill of henbane 
eeed^ dte which Batimllr bath Id everr geede a little 
wvcwK ; tbe eecdes breaking in tbe fire, Tse a kind of 
cndaMig, and out of them, it is hajrd, ammg so manj, 
if no wvnne 87 into the water: wbkh wunnes tba 
deccaoers affinne to haue fidkn frran tbe teeth cf die 
diseased. Utis rare secret is much ned, and not 
BBattf Ijrked. Sandiy other eoold 1 set dowae^ prac- 
tised hj our basner-hcarvrs, but all is fb|i{wiy, fiir thia 
I find 10 be tbe oolj Ksaedy (or the tooth paine, either 
to bane patioiee, or to pull them ont. 

Wtfl, no Kkone (br iiie<>. Wast 1 bee tbM^fat to speafce 
IDo bi^T for nijsrif& I had tbou^t to haoe bad a 
AmC M the rat-tatehers, wbix with their banneTs di»- 
snall svrar, what I haue to i«jv lo 
« yet hearr, bn-ui^ I hope they wiB 
; br other mens barmes. On«4«- this I 
thtf as some buiiKr>bew«r« haue in their oc- 
B maeh craft, the TM-<Mcbers is nothing ^» 
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But stay, Kind-hart, if thou make so long a chorus 
betweene euery act, thy iests will be as stale as thy 
wit is weake. Therefore, leauing those vagabonds to 
repent their villanyes, lie bid adieu to maister doctor, 
and see who is our next speaker. 



32 KIND-HARTS P'REAlIE- 

ROBERT GREENE TO PIERCE PEXNILESSE. 

PiESCE. if thy currier had beene as kind to me as I 
exptttcd. I eoald haue liisptiLiofced kms: 5mce mr letters 
to the^ : but ir is here as in the worlL D&matm a damdo 
dtrifiLitir : where there is nc thins to zioe- ther« is 
nocbing to he go:. But hauing now found meanes to 
sen! to thee, I will certifie thee a little of my disquiel 
afrer death, of which I thinke thou either base nol 
heiT^i or wile not oonoeiue. 

Hi"ing, widi humble penitence, besought pardon for 
mv innnite sinnes^ and paid the due to death, eoen in 
HIT graue was I searse layde, when Unuie ■ no fit com- 
pani.^n tor Art spit out her jx»ysoa ro tlisturbe mj 
rest. Adutii^KS mortmo^ Mlttm fmjfcif'frv iM,^KmaM»tm 
e:ft. There is no slorv ^ainevl bv breaking a deade 
man's skuIL f^iscitur in rt'tis /iwi>r. ^wstriUa qnkscii^ 
Ye: it appeared contrary- in some, th^:, inueighing 
against my workes^ my pouertie, my Hfe, my deadv 
mv buriaL haue omirted nochins: that mav seeme ma- 
litiocsw For mv Kvkc>* c»f what kind soeuer, I n?fer 
their commendation or dispraise to thos^e that hane 
read them. Onelv for mv last labours afcmins:, mv 
intent was to reproue vice, and lay v>pen such villanies 
as hid been uerv nece^ssxrv lo be made kih>wne: whervrfT 
mv Biacke ^A^e, if euer it see lirfit, can su^cieatlv 
wimesee. 

But for my pouertie. mee:hi:*.k^s wise^locie would 
Lane bri«leled thi: inu;c::ue ; fc»r (.V^i'sfcP y<*4irst ixcci- 
dertn ifm-jd ir*jc/*tr.« cxVsrrf. The bv^jinnins of mr 
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■ diapraigers is knowne, of their end they are not sure. 
: my life, it was to none of them at any time hurt- 
: for my death, it was repentant ; my buriall like a 

1 1 Christian's. 

hat men sn hastily s/uruld run, 

■ile their oan dispraise as thai kaiie done. 

For my reuenge, it suffices, that cuery ]ialfe-ey<i 
a may account it, Inttar belhtarrim immanU- 
rwm ixeuire in cadaver. For the iniurie offred 
, I know T need not bring oyle to thy fire. And 
t I would disswade thee from more inuectiues 
igainst such thy adueraaries (for peace is now all my 
plea) yet I know thou wilt retume anawere, that since 
Q receiucdst the first wrong, thon wilt not endure 



My quiet ghost (vnqnietly disturbed) had once in- 
^.tended thus to haue esclaimd. 

Pierce, more witiesse, than pennilesse ; more idle 
f than thine adueraaries ill imployde ; what fooKsli in- 
I nocence hath made thee (infant like) resistlesse to 
I'beare whatcuer iniurie Enuie can impose? 

Once thou commendedst inmiediate conceit, and 
B Ifauest no great praise to excellent works of twelue 
fc jeres labour : now, in the blooming of thy hopes, 
I thou sufferest shiunder to nippe them ere they can 
I bud : thereby approuiug thy selfe to be of all other 
ft most slacke, beetng in thine owne cause so remisse. 

Colour can there be none found to ehadowe thy 
■ feinting, but the longer thou dcferst, the more greefe 
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thou bringst to thy f rends, and giuest the greater head 
to thy enemies. 

What canst thou tell, if (as my selfe) thou shalt bee 
with death preuented? and then how can it be but 
thou diest disgrac'd, seeing thou hast made no reply to 
their twofold edition of inuectiues ? 

It may bee thou thinkst they will deale well with thee 
in death, and so thy shame in tollerating them will be 
short. Forge not to thyself one such conceit, but 
make me thy president, and remember this olde adage: 
Leonem mortuum mordent catulL 

Awake (secure boy) reuenge thy wrongs, remember 
mine : thy aduersaries began the abuse, they continue 
it ; if thou suffer it, let thy life be short in silence and 
obscuritie, and thy death hastie, hated, and miserable. 

All this had I intended to write, but now I wil not 
giue way to wrath, but returne it vnto the earth, from 
whence I tooke it ; for with happie soules it hath no 
harbour. 

Robert Greene, 



Had not my name beene -Kind-hart, I would haue 
sworne this had beene sent to my selfe; for in my life I 
was not more pennilesse -than at that instant. But 
remembring the author of the Supplicati- 
on^ I laid it aside till I had leysure 
to seeke him ; and taking vp 
the next I found 
written. 
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E Now, maisters, wLat say you to a merrie knaue, that 
f for this two years day Lath not lieene talkt of. Wil 
I you g'ue bim lenue, if he can, to luake ye laugh? 
§ What all a mort ;" no merrie countenance ? Nay, then 
e bjT>ocrisie halli the vpper hand, and her spirit 
nes in this profitable generation. Sith it is thus, 
I De be a time-pleaaer. Fio vppon following plaies, the 
t expence is wondrous ; vppon players speeches, their 
|- wordcB are full of wyles ; vppou their gestures, that 
i altogether wanton. Is it not lamentable, that a 
in should spend his two pence on them in an after- 
one, heare eouetousness amongst them daily qui[it 
, being one of the commonest occupations in the 
intrey, and in liuely gesture see trecherie set out, 
1 which eucry man now adaies vseth to intrap his 
Jbrother ? Byr lady, this would be lookt into ; if these 
e the IruiteH of playing, lis time the practiaera were 



eld (quoth you)? that hath been pretily per- 
, to the no smol profit of the Bouling-allyea in 
1 and other places, that were wont in the after- 
Bnoonea to he left empty, by the recourse of good fellows 
»vnto that vopinfitahie recreation of stage -playing. 

And it were not much amissc, would they ioin with 

ig-houses to make sutc agaiue for their longer 

trun^ though the sicknesee cease. Is not this well 

i (my maisters) of an ohle butfond cappe, tlmt 
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Lath most ptti'C of Lis life liu'd vppon that against which 
hee inueighs ? Yes, and worthily. 

But I huue more to huj than this : ia it iiot greate 
shame^ that the houses of retaylers neare the townes 
end, should be, by their continuance, impouerished ? 
Alas ! good hearts, they pay great rentes, and pittie it 
is but they be prouided for. While playea are vsde, 
halfe the day is by most youthes that haue libertie, 
spent vppon them, or at least, the greatest company 
drawne to the places where they frequent. If they 
were supprest, tlie flocke of yoong people would bee 
equally parted. But now the greatest trade is brought 
into one street. Is it not as faire a way to Myle-end 
by White -chappell, as by Shorditth to Hackney ? 
The aunne ahineth aa dearly in the one place as in the 
other J the shades are of a like pleasure ; onely this is 
the fault, that by ouermuch heate sometime they are 
in both places infectious. 

As well in this as other things there is great abuse ; 
for in euery house where the Tenerian virgins ai'e 
resident, hospitaUtie ia quite exiled ; such fines, such 
taxes, such tribute, such customs, as {poore soules) 
after aeuen yeares seruice in that vnhallowed order, 
they are faine to leaue their sutes for offeiings to the 
olde Lenos that are sl^ine-keepcrs, and themselues 
(when they begin to break) are faine to seeke harbour 
in an hospitall; which chaunceth not {as Eometime is 
thought) to one amongst twentie, but hardly one 
amongst a hundred haue better ending. And there- 
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fore seeing they line so hardly, its pitie players should 
hinder their takings a peny. 

I, many ; (aaies Baudeamus, my quondam host) well, 
faire olde Dicke, that worde was well plac'd ; for thou 
knowst our rentes are so vnreasonable, that except wee 
cut and shaue, and poule, and prig, we must return 
iton est inventtts at the quarter day. 

For is not this pittifull : I am a man now as other 
men be, and haue liu'd in some shire of England, till 
al! the country was wearie of mee. I come vp to 
London, and fall to be some tapster, hostler, or cham- 
berlaine in an inn. Well, I get mee a wife ; with her 
1 little money ! when we are married, aeeke a house 

I we muBtj no other occupation haue I bnt to be an ale- 

I draper ; the landlord wil haue fortie pound line, and 
twenty marke a yeai'e. I and mine must not he in the 
street; he knows by honest courses I can neuer paye the 

I rent. What should I say? Somwhat must be done; 
rent must be paid, duties dischai^'d, or we vndone. 
To bee short, what must be shall be ; indeede some- 
times I haue ray Landlordes countenance before a 

I justice, to cast a cloake ouer ill-rule, or els he might 

I seeke such another tenant to pay his rent so truly. 
Quaintly concluded (Peter Pandar) ; somewhat yee 
nuBt bee, and a bawd ye will bee. I, by my troth, sir, 
why not I as well as my neighbors, since theres no 
medy. And you, sir, find fault t 

I upon them, they spoile our trade, i 

I haue proued. Beside, they open ( 

I our conny- catching, our ti-aines, oui 



Tith plaies. Out 
la you your self'e 
jur crosse-biting, 
f traps, our gins, 
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our snares, our aubtilties; for no sooner haue we a 
tricke of deceipl, but they tuafce it commim, ainging 
jigs and making iesta of vs, tbat euerie boy can point 
out our bouses as they passe by. 

Whither now, Tarlton ? this is estempore ; out of 
time, tune and temper. It may well be said to me : 



s, tibipeasimuB ipai. 
Thy selfc once a pla.yer, and against players ! nay, 
turne out the right side of thy russet coate, and letl« 
the world know thy meaning. Wby thus I meane, 
for now I apeake in sobernea. 

Eucry thing hath in itselfe his vertue and his Tice ; 
from one aelfe flower the bee and spider sucke honny 
and poyson. In plaies it fores as in bookes ; vice can- 
not be reproued except it be diaeouered : neither is it 
in any play diaeouered but there foUowes in the same 
an example of the punishment. Now be tiiat at a play 
will be delighted in the one, and not warned by the 
other, ia like liim that reada in a hooko the descrip- 
tion of sinne, and will not looke ouor the leafe for the 
reward. 

Mirth, in seasonable time taken, is not forbidden by 
the auaterest sapients. 

But indeede there ia a time of mirth, and a time of 
mourning ; which time hauing been by the magiatrats 
wisely obserued, as well for the suppressing of playes 
as other pleasures, so likewise a time may come when 
honeat recreation shall hauo his former libertie. 

And lette Tarleton intreate tlie yoong people of the 
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L cittie, either to abstaine altogether f'liim phiyes, or at 
ling thither to vse themselues after a aiore 
h quiet order. 

In a place so eiuill as this cittie is esfeomed, it ia 
[ more than borbarouslj' rtide to eee the Bhamefull dis- 
I order and routea that sometime in such publike meet- 
I inga are yaed. 

The beginners are neither gentlemen, nor citizens, 

I- nor any of both tlieir seruanfa, but some lewd mates 

} tiiai long for innouation ; and when they see aduantnge, 

that either seruingmen or apprentices are moat in 

number, they will be of either aide ; though indeed 

they are of no side, but men beaide all lionestic ; wil- 

L ling to make boote of cloakes, hata, purses, or what 

t ■euer they can lay holds on in a hurley burley. These 

I are the common cauaers of discord in publike places. 

[ If otbenvise it happen (as it scldome doth) that any 

Bquitrrell be betweene man and man, it is far Irom 

I manhood to make so publike a place their field to fight 

n will doe it, but cowardes that would faine 

t be parted, or haue hope to haue manie partakere. 

Nowe to you that maligne our moderate merrimentB, 
I and thinks there is no felicitie but in excessine poa- 
1 of weulth, with you I would endo in a song, 
I yea, an extempore song on this theaine, Neifuid mirnU 
■^iccewaWuw .- but I am now hoai-se, and troubled with 
m3aj taber and pipe ; beside, what pleasure biings mu- 
I aioke to the miaeruble ? Therefore, letting songes 
, I tell tlieoi ill sadnes, howeuer, playes are not 
Eidtogether to be commended i jet some of them do 
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more hurt in a day than nil the players (by exercisii 
tkeyr professioD) in od age. Faults tliere are in tl 

professors, ad other men ; this the greatest, that diue 
of them, beeing publike in euerie ones eye, and tali 
of in euery vulgar mans mouth, see not how they lU 
seene into, especially for their contempt, which make 
them ajuoDg most men most contemptible. 

Of them I will say no more ; of the profession si 
much hath Pierce Pennllesee (as I heare say) spoken 
that for mec there is not any thing to speake. So, 
wishing the ehearefull pleasaunce endlessei and the 
wilful! sullen, sorrow till they surfet; with atume on 
the tue I take my leaue. 

Richard Tarhton. 



When I had done with this, one thing I mislikte, 
that Tarleton stoode no longer on that point of land- 
lords ; for lamentable it is (in Kjnd-harta opinion) to 
note their Tnreasonable exaction. I myaelfe knewe a 
landlord, that beginning to inlargo a little tenement, 
was according to statute prohibited. Hee made hum- 
ble suite that the worke might go forward ; for, good 
man, he meant not to make thereby any benefits, but 
euen in charitie he would turne it into an almes-house. 
This godly motion was liked, and he allowed to goe 
forward with the building. The worke cmled, in all 
the countiy there could not poore bee found worthy, 
or at least able to enter into the same. 
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To be short, it was turned ini 
I rent and fine in few monthes turnd the tenant out of 
■es. Yet it hath beene saide, the poore man did 
I what he might. Cum vino et venere, to continue hia 
Btatc ; but the landlord had made such a dent in his 
itocke, that with all the wit in hia bead it would not be 
Btopt. I bestrew the card-makers, that clapt not a 
gowne about the knauc of bailey and put him on a 
hat for a bonnet ouer his night-cappe ; then had not 
after age taken care for the image of this escellent 
almea-house builder, but in euerie ale-house should 
baue beene reserued his monument, till Macke, Maw, 
Eu^, Noddy, and Trumpe had beene no more vsde 
I than his charitie is felt. 

Pitie it is such wolues are not shakte out of 'sheep's 
cloathing. Elder times detested such extremitie. The 
gospel's liberty (howsoeuer some libertines abuse it) 
L gives no such licence: by their auarice religion is 
I slandered, lewdnes is bolstered, the suburbs of the 
I cjtie are in many places no other but dark dennes for 
I adulterei's, theeues, murderers, and euery mischiefe 
I worker ; daily experience before the magistrateB con- 
\ firmes this for truth. 

I would the halt of the cittie were whole; for, 
I both within and without, esti'eamc cruelty causeth 
I much beggerio ; Victa iacet pietas, and with pietie 
1 pittie. Selfe loue hath exiled charitie ; and as among 
I beastea the lyon hunteth the wolfe, the wotfe deuoureth 
rthe goate, and the goate fcedeth on mountaine hearbs ; 
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so among men tlie great oppresse the meaner, they 
agftine the meaneBt, for whom hard fare, colde lodging, 
thinne cloathes, and sore labour is oncly allotted. 

To Bee how soone the world is cliang'd. In my 
time 1 remember two men, the one a diuine, the other 
n cittiKec j it was their vse, at tbe time they should 
quarterly receiue their duties (for the first was well 
beneficed, the latter a great landlord) when tbey came 
to anie poore creature, whome sicknease had hindered, 
or mrachaunce impmired, or many children kept lowe, 
tbey would not onely t'orgiue what they should receiue, 
but giue bountifully for the releefe of their present 
necessitie. 

The olJe prouerbe is verefied, Seldome comet a bet- 
ter ; and tliey are posseet, the poore of that comfort 
dispossest. 

Some landlords, hauing tumd an old brue-honse, 
bako-house,or dye-houBe,intoan alk-y of tenements, will 
either themselues, oi' some at their appointment, keepe 
tipling in tbe fore-house (as they call it) and their 
poore tenantes must bee inioinde to fetch bread, drinke, 
wood, cole, and such other necessaries, in no other 
place ; and there, till the weekes ende, they may haue 
any thing of trust, prouided they lay to pawne tbeir 
holiday apparell. Nay, my land-lady will not onely 
doe them that good turne, but, if tliey want money, 
she will on Monday lend them, likewise vppon a pawne, 
elenen pence, and in meere pittte oske at the weekes 
end not a penny more than twcluc pence. 
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) charitabk loue, happy tenants of so kinde a land- 
I lady ! I warrant ye this usurie ia ■williin the statute ; 
3 not aboue ftue hundred for the ioane of a hundred 
by the yeare. 

Neytber will they doe this good to their lenantes 

L alone, but they will deale with their husbandes ; that, 

I for a little roome with a emokie chimney, (or perehaunce 

I none, because smoake ia noysonie) they shall pay at the 

least but foriie shillings yeerly. 

Pie vjton finea, thats the vndooing of poore people: 

weele take none (say these good creatures); marry, for 

I the keywee must baue consideration, that ia, some angell 

1 hand ; for verely the last tenant made ts change 

I the locke. Neither thinke we deale hardly, for it 

I stands in a good place, quite out of company, where 

handicraft men may haue leysure to get their liuing, 

\ if they knew on what to set themselues a worke. 

4ow, for all this kiudnesse, the land-lord scarce 
I aaketh of the tenant thaukes (though hee deaerue it 
I weU) for (as I saidc) his wife is all the dealer; so plaies 
I the parson (the person, I should say, I would bee 
1 loath to be mistaken] that I tolde yee before builded 
I the almes-house. The care of rentes is committed to 
I his wife ; lie is no man of tMs world, but as one meta- 
moqihizd from a saint to a deuill. 
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How now, Kindhaxt, shall we neuer haue done with 

these landlordes ? It seemes well thou hast as little 

land as witte ; for while thou liuest they will not mend, 

and therefore, its as good to make an end, as waste 

winde. Well, all this was of good will to helpe 

Tarleton out with his tale. Now let me 

see what note Cuckoe sings, 

for tis his lucke to 

be last. 
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RooME for & craftie knaue, cries 'Williain Cuckoe, 

EoauH, nay, it will neore hond beai'e an aution. Bones 

a, mee, my trickes are stale, and all my old companions 
I tumd into cinill sntes. I percoine the worlde ia all 

inneatie, if it be no other than it lookes. Let me see, 
I if I can see; beleeue mee therea notliing but iugling in 
I euery comer j for euery man hath learned the mysterie 
L of caeting myata, and though they yse not our olde 
f tearma of hey-poase, re-pasae, and come nJoft, yet they 
I can bypasae, corapasse, and bring ynder one another as 

cunningly and commouly as euer poore Cuckoe coulde 
I command his Jacke in a boxe. 

;t, my maistera, though you robde me of my trade, 
I to giue recompencfl, after death I haue borrowed a 

tongue a little to touch their tricks. 

And now, sir, to you that was wont, like a subsiater, 

n a gown of rugge, rent on the left shoulder, to ait 

I singing the counter-tenor by the cage in Southwarke, 

e thinkes ye should nol looke so coyly on olde Cuckoe. 

What, man, it is not your signe of the ape and the 
I urinall can carry away our olde acquaintance. 

I trust yee remember your iugling at Newington 
I with a christall atone, your knaueries in tlie wood by 
I Wansteed, the wondrous treaaure you would discouer 
I in the lale of Wight, al your viUaniea about that peeee 
I of seruiee, as perfectly known to some of my frienda yet 
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lining as their Puttr noster, who c 
euer came in tlieir creed. 

But I perceiue you fore as the fox, tie more I 
the better kap. I wonder what became of your fl 
liiir, I mcane uo deuill mas, hut a man deuU. M 
yd I need not wonder ; for since my descending 
vnder earth, I heard say he was hangd for his kiiauq 
as you in good time may be. Ameti, Amend, 1 b1 
say, but I thinke yee metuie it not ; the matter U, 
greats for (thanks be to Giod) how euer you i. 
manners, the world is wel amended with your i 
and you. 

I pray ye, was that hee wiiich was your ii 
in Nottiogiim -shire, to make your name so famous fc 
finding tilings lost ? It may be you forgot that on 
fetch among many; and, least it should bee out of you, 
heade, De helpe to beate it into your braines. 

Your masterhip vpon ahorse, (whose hire is not puio 
for,) with your page at your etirrop, like a Castilian 
caunlier, lighted pennilesse at apretie inne, where that 
day sat« certain justices in oommissiou. Your high 
hart, carelesse of your present neede, would needea for 
your selfe share out one of the fairest chambers. 
Tour page must be puruejer for your diet, who in the 
kitchin found nothing for your liking. Becfe was 
grosse, veale flashy, mutton fulsome, rabbets, liens, and 
capons common. Wild foule for Will Foole, or he 
will fast. 

Well, at your will ye shall be furnisht. But now a 
jugliug tricke to jmy the shot. 
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Mj impe, your man, whOe inistrisse, men, and maids 
fere busied about prouision for the justices that aate, 
I slips into a priuate parlour, wherein stooil good store 
I of plate, and conuej'ing a, masey sault ynder his ca- 
I pouch, little lesse woorth tlinn twentie niarke, got 
I secretely to the back-eide, and cast it into a filthie 
I pund ; which done, he acquaints your knauejaliip with 
I the deed. 

By then your diet was dreet, the aault was miat, the 
l.good wife cryde out, the maydes were ready to runne 
linodde. 

Tour man (making the matter Htrimge) inquired the 
P cause: which when they tolde, {quoth hee) that my 
maister would deale in this mutter ; I am sure he eon 
lo as much as any in the world. 

Well, to you they come pitifully complaining, when 

very wratUfully (your choler rieing) you demaund 

1 why they should thinke yee bcc able to deale in 

■Buuh cases. Your kind nature (bent alwaiea to lenitie) 

■ yeelded at the last to their impwrluning ; onely wisht 

■ them t« stay till the nexte day, for tJiat you would not 
■deale while tlic justices were in the house. 

They must do as your discretion appoints. Nest 

f day, calling the good-man and wife to your bedside, ye 

t«ll them the salte was atoliie by one of their familiars, 

whom he had forced by art to bring it backe againe to 

the house, and in such a pond to cast it ; because he 

^ would not have the purtie knowne, for feare of trouble. 

As you direct them, they search and find. Then 

u' name in rare admiration ; the host giues 
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j-ou loure angels for a reward, the hostesse two french 
crowns ; tbe maydes are double diligent to doe you 
Beruice, that they may learne their fortunes ; the whole 
towne talks of the cunning man, that indeed ha«i 
onely conny-catcht his host. 

If that slip-striug bee atill in your aeruice, I aduise 
you to make much of him i for, by that tricke, be prou'd 
himselfe a toward youth, necessary for such a maister. 
This iugling passes Cuckoes play. Well, I aduiae 
you play least in sight in London ; for I bane sette 
some to watch for your comming that will iustifie all 
this and more of your shii'ting life. 

Eeturne to your olde crafte, and play the pinner; 
although it be a poorc life, it is an honest life ; your 
fallacies will one day faile ye. 

There is another iugler, that beeing well akUd in the 
Jewea trumpe, takes vpon him to be a dealer in rau- 
sicke ; especiall good at mending instruments ; he 
iugled away more instrumentes of late than his hodie 
(being taken) will euer be able to make good. 

Tut, thats but a plaine tricke. How say ye by some 
inglers that can serue writs without any original, and 
make poore men dwelling farre off compound with 
them for they knowe not what ? I tell you, there bee 
such that, by that trick, can make a vacation time 
quicker to them than a terme ; who, troubling three- 
score or fourescore men without cause, get of some a 
erowne, of others a noble, of diuera a pound, beside 
the ordinarie costes of the writ, to put off their ap- 
pearance, when no such thing was tnward, 
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Fie vyion tlicae juglers, they make thi; lawps of tliR 
I reolmo be ill spoken of, nnil are cause tliut plaine peo- 
I pie thinke nil lawyers like them: as appearea by a 
I poore old man by ehanee comming into one of the 
I worshipful Innes of the Court, where sundry ancients 
[ and students, both honorable and worshipfull, sate at 
I supper. The poore man, admiring their eomely order 
uerent demeanor, demaunded of a stander by, 
jTrhat they were; Gentlemen (said hee) of the InncG of 
B Court. Lord blesse hem (quoth plaine Coridon) beene 
I'tiiey of Queen's Court ? No, said the other, but of tlie 
llnnes of Court. What doon ihey, quotit the countrey- 
i, wotten yee ? The other answered that they were 
1 lawyers and students of the hiwe. Now, weU a 
cries plaine simplicitie, wee han but one lawyer 
Pirith vs. and hee spoyles all the parish ; but heere been 
■ [ejnowto marre the whole shire. His simplenes was by 
I the hearers well taken, and the lawier'a name inquird j 
l-who prou'd no other hut one of these pettifogging 
I juglers, that hauing scraped yp a few common places, 
|Bnd, by long soUicitership, gotin to be an oddattumey; 
a not long since disgraded of his place (by pitching 
I ouer tiie baixe) yet promoted to looke out of a wodden 
i'lrindow, cut after the done hole fashion, with a paper 
I on his suttle pate, containing the iugling before shewed. 
I So fortane it to his fellowes ; and let tlieirmisery come 
I (CTto petfe. Law is in it selfe good, the true professors 
I to be highly esteemd. But, as in diuinity it sometime 
I fares that schismatikes, heretikes, and such like make 
[ scripture a closke for their detested eiTors, and by 
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tlioir praclisea ^ckv to make tlie renerend ( 
coniemjitiblc : s" a sort of coiiny-catcliers (as 
cull tliem) that haue gathered vp the gleanings e 
law, pnely expert to begin cortrouersioe, and i 
ignorant of their end, perswade the simple that if t 
will follow their rules, thus and thus, it shall chanci 
tlieir speedy quietir^; and tliat altumeys, counselli 
and eerieantB ai-e too eostly to hee dealt with sim[ 
but by their mediation ; who ai-e able to speake wt 
couneell failes, and giue more ease in on Jioure th 
the best benchers in a yeare, when, God wot, they d 
no more good than a drone in a bine. Tlicse jugle 
are too cunning for Cuckoe, and in the end will proi 
too crafty for ihemselues. Other iuglers there be 
that hauing fauour from authority to seeke somethin 
to tbemselues beneficiall, and to the conimon-wealt 
not preiudiciall, vnder colour of orderly dealing hau 
hookt into their hands the whole liuing to & numbe 
poore men belonging. These, when they were com 
ploind on, immediately tooke an honest course, one 
pi-omist large reliefe yeerely to them they wrong. Bui 
eucry promise is eidier broke or kept, and so it fares 
with them. I protest, if their jugling were set downe, 
it would make a prety volume ; but 1 wil let them 
passe, because there is hope they will remember them- 
selues. To set downe the iugling in trades, the crafty 
tricks of buyers and sellers, the swearing of the one, 
the lyiug of the other, were but to tell the worlde timt 
which they well knowo, and, therefore, I will like- 
wise ouorslip that. Tlierc is an occupation of no long 
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B^etaniUng ahoat London, colled broking, or brogging, 
1-whether ye will ; in which there ia in-etty jugling, 
■especially to hiind law, anil bolster uaury. If any man 
i forst to bring them a pawne, they will take no in- 
terest, not post twelne pc-nce a pound for the month ; 
'; they must haue a groat for a monthly bill, which 
a bill of side from month (o month ; so that no ad- 
1 l>e taken for the usurie. I hesre say it's 
11 multiplied fiince I died; but I beshrewe them, for, 
Y life, many a time hane I borrowed a shilling on 
ipes, and paid a groat for the bill, when I hane 
jht out my pawne in a day, 

8 iugling esceeda Cuckoes gettings, and sundry 
3B turnd poore William to hig shitts, Indeede I 
y not but, in their kind, some of tbcm dcale well, 
1 wil preserue a mans goods safe, if he keep any 
reasonable time; these are not eo blameable as they 
that make immediate sale. If euer I baue opportu- 
Y to write into the world agMne, I will leame who 
e it most, and who vse it best, and set ye downe 
T dwelling places. 
Now I will draw to an end, concluding with a mas- 
r juglcr, that he may be well knowne if he be got 
y obscure comer of the countrey. This shit^r, 
, carried no lasse countenance than a gontle- 
a abilitie, with his two men in blue coates, that 
t for shares, not wages. IIcc, being properly 
n a ahire of this realrae, and by the report of 
9 men bmted for a cunning man, grew into credit 
y this practise. 
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His house beeing in a village through whiuh was no 
thorough fare, his men, and sometime liis masterahippe 
in their company, at midnight woulde goe into their 
neighbours seuerall groundB, being farre distant from 
their dwelling houses, and oftentimes driue from thence 
horses, mares, oxen, kine, calues, or sheepe, what euer 
came next to hande, a mile perchaunce, or more, out 
of the place wherein they were left. 

Home would they return, and leaue the cattel stray- 
ing. In the morning, sometime the milke-maids miase 
their kine, another day the plough-hinds their oxen, 
their horses another time ; somewhat of some woorth 
once a weeke lightly. Wliither ean these poore people 
go but to the wise mans worship ? Perchaunce, in a 
morning, two or three come to complaine and seeke 
remedie, who, weluommed by one of his men, are seuer- 
ally demaunded of their losses. If one come for sheepe, 
another for other catteU, they are all at first tolde that 
bis maistership is a sleepe, and till hee himselfe call 
they dare not trouble him. 

But very kindly he takes them into the hall, and 
when his worship stirs promises them they shall speake 
with him at liberty. Now, sir, hehind a curtaine in 
the hall stands a shelfe garniaht with bookes, to which 
my mate goes Tiider to take one downe, and, as ho takes 
it down, pulleth certain strings which are fastened to 
seuerall small bela in his maiaters chamber, and, as the 
bels strike, hee knowes what cattell his neighbors come 
to seeke ; one bell being for oxen, another for kine, 
another for swine, &c. A while after he stomps and 
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i makes a nojee abooe ; the aeruingman intreftts tlie su- 
I tera to go vp, and hee, hearing them comming himselfe, 
r kindly opens them the dore, and ere euer they speake 
I salutes them, protesting for their losse great aorrowe, 
I .as if he knew their griefes by reuelation, comforts 
I them with hope of recouery, and such like wordes. 
f They cry out, Jeeu hlesse your mafltership, what a gift 
e yon to tel our mindea and neuer heare vs speake ! 
I I, Deighbora, aaith he, ye may thonke God, I trust, I 
\ am come among ye to doe ye all good. Then, knowing 
1 which way they were driuen, hee bids them goe either 
I eaat-wai'd, or eoulh-warde, to eeeke neere auch an 
J oake, or rowe of elmes, or water, or auch like marke 
! the place where the cattell were left ; and hee 
■es them that by hia skill the theeuea had no power 
I to carry them farther than that place. They mnne 
[and seek their cattle, which when they find, O admir- 
l.able wise man, the price of a cow we will not sticke 
I with him for, happy is the ehire where auch a one 
t dwels. Thus doe the pore cousoned people proclaimo, 
land eo our shifter is sought too, far and neere. I 
I thinke this be iugling in the lughest degree : if it be 
I iiot, Cuckoe is out of his compasse. Well, the world 
I is full of holes, and more shiftes were neuer practisde. 
But this is Cuckoes counsell, that yee leaue in time, 
t being conuicted, like my hoaet of the Anchor, ye 
a yourselues in prison to saue your earoa from the 
; and end too good for jugling shifters and co- 
g periurers. 

miliam Cuvkoe. 
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Ha, sirra, I am glad we are at an end; Kindhart 
was neuer in his lite so wear}' of reading. Beshrew 
them for me, they haue wakened me from a good deepe, 
and weried me almost out of mv wits. Here hath 
beene a coile indeede with lewd song singers, drench 
giuerSy detraoters, players, oppressors, rent-raiserSy 
bawdes. brothel-houses, shifters, and juglers. But, 
sith they haue all done, tume ouer the leafe. and heare 
how merrily Kindhart will conclude. 
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LFor memories sake, let me see n ha o lu on n 
■ shall forme. Antthony tolde a loDg t<le f unna^a 

I Bong-aingers, inueighing especially a^a n 1 o e la 

[ ciuioua ballads that are by authority b d 1 n p uily 
printed, and pnblikely aolde. In wluche 1 flnde no 
reason (as belbre I Baide) because I beteeue none are 
o desperate to hazard their goods in printing oi" selling 

t.any thing that is disallowed. Or, if there besomesueh, 

I I perswade my selfe the maiestratee diligence is so 
P. great they would soone be weeded out. But now let 
r moe sound a little into Amhonies meaning : hee com- 
I' plaines not that these lasciuious songCR howe ever in 
ft IjondoD they beginne-, are there continued, but thence 
I they spread as from a spring ; and, albeit they dare not 
P there be iustified, yet are they in eveiy pedlers packe 

sent to publike meetings in otlier places ; where they are 

saffered because the sellers sweare they are published 

by authoritie, and people farre off thinke nothing is 

L jirinted but what is lawfully tollerated. Such knnues 

I indeede would be lookt into that ore not content with 

, corrupting the multitude but they reuat slaunder tiie 

maiestrates. If Mopo and his mates bee such men that 

I may meete with, I will not onely deliver them An- 

thonies minde, but vrge them to exnapernte the matter. 

For master doctors motion, I doulit not but those 

!■ which have chai-ge theretoo to looke, will be verie carc- 

|full to discharge their ducties. My w'lfi' will not be 
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sluuku iigainst wandriiig tootli -drawers. Besides, I liaui' 
a cuppie of tlie eonfederacie betweene Don Mugel 
prince of rats, iind the grauud cauolier of the rat-catchers, 
which I will publish, if he disaolue not the league, to 
the vtter ouerthrowe of his atanderd, being three rats 
and apaii'eof ahackelle, drawen in a white tield, cheurnd 
with Newgate chaine, (in memorie of his long commu- 
nide therewith) and loftily borne on a broome Btafie. 
Neither will I alone ajruiDst them inneigh, but gener- 
ally against nil aueh banner-bearers, whether they be of 
teeth, of stone cutting, or of rat-catcliing. Nay, Kinde- 
heart will not spare the eusigne -bearer of Robert the 
Rifler. Wliat though hee bee one of the head burgesses 
of knaues-borough; and sometime hath two bearwards 
seruing vader his coloura, and they marshalled with 
Turkes, bowes, arrowea, skoyles, and uyne-holes? And 
though Kind-hart will notmeddle wyth those sports that 
are lawfull, yet, it may bee, shortly hee will ape-ake of 
their lawlesse abusers. 

With Robin Greene it passes Kind-harts c^Hiclty to 
deale; for, as I knowe not the reason of his vnrest, 
so will I not intermeddle in the cause : but, as soone as 
I can, convey his letter where it should be deliuered. 

For olde Dicke Tarlton, that madde companion, I 
haue helpt him out with his inuectiue against wringing 
landlords, and commend his commendation of honest 
mii-th. But I vnderstaud, how euer hee speakes well 
of players, there ia a graue widow in the world complains 
against one or two of them for denying a tegacie of 
fortie shillings summe, Pittie it is (poore soule) beeing., 
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tumil to tlieir shifts, they should hinder her of her por- 

I tion; for liad sht; tliat, ehee intendes to set vp an apple- 

ahop in one of the innes. If tliey pay her, bo it is ; if 

not, ahe hath aworne nener to be good, because they 

' baue beguilde her. 

For Cuckoe I haue somewhat to adde to his jugling. 

It happened, within these few yeeres, about Hamp- 

shire there wandered a walking niort, tliat went about 

the eountrey selling of tape; shee had a good voice, and 

would sing sometime to serue the tnrne : slie would 

I often be a leach, another time a fortune teller. 

In this last oecupation wee will now take her, for 
I therefore was she taken, hauing first ouer-taken an 
' honest simple i'armer and his wife in this manner. 

In a summer's evening by the edge of the foi-est, she 
I chaunst to meete tlie forenamed farmer's wife : to whom 
when she had offered some of her tape, she began 
I quickly witli her to fall in talke. And, at the first 
I staring her in the face, assures her shee shall have such 
I fortune as neuer had any of her kinne : and, tf her 
I husband were no more vulucky than she, they shoidd 
I he possest of so inllnite a sum of hidden treasure as no 
I man in England hod ever secne the like. 

The plain woman tickled with her soothing, intreated 

ler to go home, which she, at ftrst making somewhat 

I strange, was at last content; there had she such cheare as 

I former's houses affoord, who fare not with the n 

hortly the good man comes in, to whom h 

«3 her rare fortune, and what- a wise worn 
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LaiI met with. Tbough tliu nioii wei'e very siotpL 
made he some question what letirnuig slie h 
she came by knowledge of auch things. O sir (said she 
my father was the cunniDgst juglcr in all the cwmtrey 

my mother a gip^e, and I haue more cumiing than an; 
uf them tKith. >Vhere lies the treasure thou talltst on', 
said the farmer: witliin tlus three myles (quoth she., 
I wonder thou thy seli'e getst it not (aaide the man) but 
liueat fas it seemes) in so [loore eatate ? My pouortie 
(answei-ed this eooaner) is my chiefest pride; for, sucli 
B8 we cannot our seluea be rich, though wee make 
othei's rif }i. Beside, hidden trcaaui'e is by spirits possest, 
and tliey keepe it onely for them to whome it is des- 
tinied. And more (aaid ahee) if 1 haue a seuerall roome 
to my selfe, hangd round about with white linnen, nitli 
other instruments, I will, by morning, tell ye whether 
it he deatined to you, 

The goodman ond wife, giuing credite to liir woitls, 
fetcbt fooilh their tinest sheets, and garnished a chom- 
iKiV OS siie appointed : seuen candles she must haue 
lighted, and an angell she would haue luide in every 
candlesticke. Thus furuisht, she loeka her aelfe into 
the roome, and appointes them two onely to watch, 
without making any of their servants privie. Where, 
vsing Bimibio mumbling fallaeieH, at last shee cald the 
man vnto her, whome she sadled and brideled, and 
hauing seuen timea rid liim about the roome, eausd hiui 
to arise and eall his wife, for to her belongd the treasure. 

Both man and wife being eonic, in verie sober mmi- 
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:r ahe tulile llieui, that they alone must ftttoiiil in thiit 

L place, while she forat tlie apirita to release tfie treasure 

1 and lay it in some convenient place for them to fetch ; 

Q any wise they must not reiieale about what shee 

3nt, neither touch bread nor drinke. till her relume. 

I, taking vp the seuon angels, away ahee went, laugh- 

her seli'e how she had left them waiting. 
All night sate the man and his wife attending her 
I conwning, but she was wise intiugh. Morning came, 
Y the Beruanta mused what tlieir raaister and dame meant, 
f t^t were wont witli the lorke to be the earliest risers: 
[i they heard them talke, they attempted not to 
I disturbe them. Noone drawing on, the fanner feeling 
I by the cliiiues in liis beUy twos time to iline, was hy 
, hia wife eounselled to stay till the wise woman's returtie. 
WLiolt be patiently intending, on a sodoine the sent of 
I the plough-swaines meato so pierced his senses, that 
f had all India beeue tlie meede of hi^ abstinence, cate he 

will, or die he mnat His 
I intended rather to starve tVai 
■.about evening one ot thui neigl bors brought tlieni 
I news of a woman coosencr tl at by a justice was sent to 
I Winchester for many lew 1 prank The man would 
ec it It weri, the some and, comming thither, 
K found it to be no other : where, thinking at least to have 
I good words, she impudently derided liim, Hpeciully 
Lljefore flie bench : who, asking hir what reason she hiul 
f to bridle and saddle him: fuith (saide slieu) unely to 
ehow like uu osse hee IcHikt, 



more money wise, 
se the treasure : till. 
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A number of such there be, whom I wil more 

narrowly search for in my next circuit, 

and if my dreame bee accepted, 

sette them out orderly. 



Kind-Hartes Dedication, Stc. 1. 13— "to the tune of/or- 

I («««." One of llifj most popnlar of our old ballad tunes. It 

I may be found in Queen Elizabeth's Virgiml Book, MS. in 

[ the Fit/william Museum, Cambridge ; William Ballet's Lulu 

[ Book, MS. in the library of 'I'rinitj College, Dublin (D. i. 21); 

[ ie Seeret dea Muies, Le Second Livre, Amsterdam, ISltJj 

I and Ncder-LandtKohf Gedench-elmk, Ilaerlem, 1626. The 

I last-named ooHection contuins a number of old English tunes, 

t of which are mentioned by Shakespeare and other 

dramatists. It seems probable that they were carried into 

Holland by one of our companies of actors, who, we know, 

visited Germany, and parts of Holland, in the early part of 

the seventeenth century. The fact of English ain being 

printed at Uaerlem and Amsterdam at so early a period is 

md well merits ihe attenlion of those antiquaries who 

bare time and ability to pursue the iniguiry. 

son, who gives an account of lliis tune In his " Bumarka 

r Critical and Illustrative on the -Text of (Sleevens} Shake- 

I speaK," 1763, sa;^: " It is more than once mentioned by 

and tlelcher, nod from a passage in The Ramp, 

r of the Timn, an old comedy by John Tatbam, 

teem to have' been a common dance tune; which 

to ahow that the old dances were much more grave 

[ and solemn than those now in use, the tune being a very slow 

movement — as the reailer will immediately recollect, when he 

is infiumed that it is the iileulicnl air now known by the song 
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of ' Death and the Lady/ to which the metrical lamentations 
of extraordinary criminals have been usually chanted for 
upwards of these two hundred years." It is seldom that 
Ritson hazards a conjecture respecting an old tune, and it 
would have been better had he refrained in the present in- 
stance. The air of Death and the Lady is totally different 
from that of Fortune my foe^ the one is in the major, and the 
other in the minor key : a comparison may easily be made, 
as both the airs in question are printed in Mr. Chappell's 
Collection of " National English Tunes," 4to. 1840. 

Archdeacon Nares was not aware of the existence of the 
original ballad. He says (Glossary in v.) : " It does not appear 
that any complete copy of it is extant" ! This is a mistake : 
a printed copy is preserved in one of the volumes of old 
ballads collected by John Bagford, and now deposited in the 
British Museum (643. m). 

The passage in the text affords probably the earliest men- 
tion of this once popular time. 

The Dreame, p. 9, 1. 4. — "Sleepe, the attendant vpon a 
distempred body." The original stands thus : " Sleepe, the 
attendant vpon a distempred bodies." 

P. 10, 1. 4. — " after his best manner, hee gave me a hunts- 
vp." A hunt is up, or hunt's up, used as a substantive, was 
a sort of generic term for morning songs. 

" Maurus last morn at's mistress window plaid 
An hunt's up on his lute ; but she (it's said) 
Threw stones at him : so he, like Orpheus, there 
Made stones come flying his sweet notes to heare." 

Wit's Bedlam, 1617. 

" And now the cock, the morning's trumpeter, 
Play'd hunt's up for the day-star to appear." — Drayton. 

Cotgrave defines the word " Rcsvcil," as " A Hunt's up, or 
Morninif Song for a new maiTied wife, tlie day after the 



I marrJEige ;" ami in A Qiiesi nf Enqiiirie, 1695, is " A Jigge 
ft ihe Ballad- Mimgers tu sing fresli and fasting, nest their 
ie morning, insted of a new hunt's up." 



P. 10, 1. 6.— "Anthony Niiw now." Anthony Munday is 

■supposed to be ridiculed in the character of " Old Anthony 

' an idnerant fidler frequently mentinned by our 

lilA writers- The fnllowin^ curious notice of him is to be 

found in The Second Part of the Gentle Craft, by Thomas 

Deloiiey, 1598. 

" Anthony cald for wine, and drawing; forth his fiddle 
■liegan to play, and alter he Ibtd scrapie halfe a score Icskoiis, 
le began thus to sing \ 

lOD should B man shBiv hirDHElfn gentle and Irindv ? 



O Anlhonj. 








O Aalhony, 
TiHiialhe best time 


tod 


■inke'wi 


111 B Wend 


b«n is Ihe ineeteEt u 
Anlhony, 


10™ 


MlBJ-to 


>pend? 


O Anthony, 
'h™g<.e.hll,eM..g 
Bl BO mnch drfighl 


f good fellows Bway, 
d in duncins ond pluj 










nduhcnshduldlbiilin; 


gooilii 




■htHB hmnty BEd c^ 
















AnlhgnV! 


now 


nDw,(^ 


«■. 



yee now (quoth hee) this song have I made fur your 
ke, and by the (Kraee of God when you are gone, I will sing 
It Bveiy Sunday morning vnder your wiues window. * • 

Anthony in his absence simg this song eo often in 

!. Martins, that thereby he purchast a nanie which hee neiier 

t mi bis dying day, for euer aller men cald him nothing 

it Anthiyny w)v> nmc" 

In Catrh thai C«lrh t-o", -r T/,r M„^i.-i,l Ctmmmmi. 



page ?i, edil. 
Mr. W\nte- 



This, wilh some variations, is the lirst verse uF ;i bnllail 
pTuiled at the end of Le Prinee iTAjiuiut, \HS0 ; also in Ritr 
son's Andmit Snngt, p. 370, edit. 1790. 

P. 10, 1. 9.— "Tarlton." The earliest notice of the cele- 
brated curaie actor Richard Tarlton, ia in 1570, when liiii 
name appears as Ihe author iif a ballad on T7te Fliiods nf 
Brdfonb/iire. (See Mr. Collier's Old BallaiU, printed for the 
Perej Sociely). He died in September, 1588. 

Bastard, in his ChreitnleToii, 161)8, has an epig^ram to 
" Bichard Tarllon,tbe Comedian and JeEter ;" and in Nash'n 
Almond for n Parrnt, he is praiaed for having made follj 
excellent, " and spoken of as being i'\t«Iled for that nliich 
all despise." 

An exceedingly rare little viilume, entitled JnannU Strad- 
lingi Epij/ramauitam Lihri QaatvoT, \ionH. 1607, informs ub 
that Tarlton nas celebrated for his tragic as well as cumic 
acting. This fact haa been no-where mentioned but by the 
Rev. A. Djce {see his elegant edition of Greene's Dram. 
Wiirka, vol. i. p. xirii). Chettle's description of his appear- 
ance accords with diat of the anonymous writer of TarlUmi 
Newe» outof Puryalorie, The author, ieigning a dieam, says 
he saw the ghost of Tarlton, dressed as he usually wk.s upon 
the stage, "in, russet, with ahuttond cap on his head, a great 
bag by his side, and a stn 
iitijred for a ulowne as I b( 
to remembr;iTice." 



s hand, so artificially 
II Tariton's wonted sliape 



(!5 



Among the Harleian M8S. (Nu. 3yH5) is preserved a i^aie- 

fiill; executed likeness of Tarlluu, by one Juliii Soottuwe, 

temp, of Elizabeth. He is clad in I'u^iCt, with a baf,' or 

pouoh at his side, performing " a Jig," tu tlie music of his 

ppe and tabor The artist has eareMly preserved the well- 

'famwn peculiarity of his flat nose, and il is in all probability 

II esoellent lilteness. 

The music to " Tatleton's Jigge," is preserved in a MS. in 

llie Public Library, Cambridge (Dd. 14,24). Tlie maanscript 

here refencd to is one iif six, eoiitaining n number of old 

I English tunes, collected and arrungetl fur Uie lut« by the 

BOelebrated John Dowland. They were first pointed out by 

r. Halliwell. See his Cainbriilge Mamacripl Rarities, 810. 

ki]B41, pp. 8, 14,31. 



P. 10, 1. 1!),—" William Cuckoe." Cbettle's description of 

Bitlie dress und appearance of this old itinerant juggler is 

interestiug, and his inuodnction into the " Drcame" probably 

Is UB tlie only memorial of liis existence. 
I The art of ju^ling appears to have been practised, par- 
licularly at the end of the siKleenth century, by the lowest 
ers of society. An early and ctiriouH work was printed, 
b the following title, Legerdeiaaine, en Art 0/ Slight nf 
aand, taKich, allhougk eapable nf affording much innocent 
'iffit and attmiis/anent, ii left, in thit amntri/, to the jrractife 
f At lowest ItaieraaU, 1S84 (Watt, Bibl. Brit, in v.). It 
b indeed probable that Cuekoe may be one of the persona 
in The Aitatomi/ of LegenUmainf, 1634. The 
or, Hocus F0CU.S, Junior, speaks of one " whose father 
[iFhile he lived was Ilie greatest jngler in England, and used 
e assistance of a familiar ; hu lived a tinker by trade, and 
I his feats as a trade by the by; he lived, as I was 
nformed, alwayes beiatl^red, and died, for ought I could 
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: estate. I tuiild here as I have instaoccd 
ivc yoa his uamc, and Hhere be liveth, but 
! he lath Icfl the liod war, aitd chose the better, 
e he halh aineDded his life, and betook himself to an 
it caUing^, I will ra^er rejoyce at his good, than do him 
any the least disgrace hj nauung him to be such a one' 

P. II, 1. 6.— "Maister TXxjtor BurcoL' Notwithstanding 
Cbuttle's testimony that Doctor Burcot was " in England for 
phisieke famous," I have not been able to find »ny particulaiB 
coneeming him. Mr. Ilalliwell has tindly furnished me 
with the following passa)^, which shows that Burcnt's name 
was well Imown. 

" A stoiy that goes upon one Dr. BurcoU's wife, was not 
true by her but by cue Dr. Matthias his wife, a German 
ftnd famous physitian, that Itv'd in Norwich," \c. — MS. Harl. 
63B6, No. 315. 

P. 11,1. 10.— "his haire was somewhat long." This pecu- 
liarity of Greene's is noticed by other writers. Harvey speaks 
of " hw fonde disgwsjnge of a Master of Arte with rufBaidy 
haire." — Fovr Leiten mtd Certaine Somieta, !kc. 1692. 

And Nash informs us, that " a iolty long red peake like the 
spire of a steeple hee cherisht continually without cutting, 
whereat a man might hang a Jewell, it was so sharp and pen- 
dunt"^ — SiTOTuje iVorat, ^e. 15S2, sig. E. 4. 

P. 11, 1. 17.— "the only comedian, of a vulgar writer, in 
tius country." Chetdc thus places Greene above all his cou- 
lemporaries. Mr. Collier itdduces this parage, coupled with 
another liom the GruaUwvrlh <if Wil, to prove that up to 
the end of the year 1592, Shakespeare had not acquired repu- 
n as am original dramatic poeL " Our author's words," 



nys Mr. Collier, " do not meaii diiit Greene was nii applauded 
or, but that be wus a comic play-writer of tbe hlfjhcst popu- 
—HUl. of Dram. Poet. ii. 436-7. 

P. II, I. 20. — " Knigbt of ibe post." A persoo emplojwl 

Wta give false evidence. A curious tract was printed in 1997, 

■entitled The Diicouerie of the Kmi/hts of the P->stfi or the 

ttighta of Ihe Post, or [™hih"Ji biii/lrri aewii/ iliifriiil, !'*c. 

I.B7 E. K. 4w. 

P. 11,1. 2fi. — "How Piprce his supplication pleased liis 
llpatmn I know not." Pierce PeanUesKe bit SitpplicaUon m 
t Ike Deuili, was oue of the most celebrated and ])opular prn- 
I ductiotifi of the satirist Tlionius Nash, and he himself informs 
s tlmt it went iliroitgli six impressions before he published 
Bliis Have with you to Saffron-walden. It first appeared in 
W, during which year (see Collier's BAiljietivlrr-Hmwe 
wCatalogue, p. 30(1) it reached n third edition. 



P. 12, 1. 14.- 



:. fiddlv. 



P. 13.—" The friesdhl adjitonilien of Aathonie Now nan- 

iD itnpo and Pickerinff, arch oyrrtecrs of the ballad nngtrny" 

Mopo was, mont likcl)', a nii'lmiinie given ixi some wdl- 

n buUad vender of the sixteenth century, the identity of 

<wboin it would now be difficult to prove. William Pickering 

a publisher of balkd-s to a cnnsiderable extent, and, 

a Herbert, an 'original memlier of tiie Stationers' 

BjCoBipatiy, ftud the fiisl person cm the list who obtained a 

i to print. Between Ihe years 1577 and I69{i, be 

'Appears to btive been active in supplyinjc the marltet with 

" proper new ballads," and in the collections of the curious 

e the colophon, " Imprinted at London for Wil- 



liam Piclteriiig al St. Ma^us Ccirner,' more frequeDllv 
perhaps ihan any other. 

P. 13, 1, 14. — " I bumbl; ilesirc je ihal ve ioyne with uuu- 
dier of vour bretheren &ee of one cide aDd profe^ioii, ^c." 
Pediaps this passage alludes to the earl; opponent gf the 
stage, Stephen Gosson. The expressions thai he has " now 
in his age betaken to hu heads, and liueth by the dolefull 
tolling a! deaths beD warning," eiidently alludes tu one that 
had taken hoi; orders. We know that Gosson was in the 
Churcli previous to the yeaj 15!)H, for in that year he printed 
a sermon, called The Trumpet af War, styling himself on 
the title-page " Parson of Great Wigborow in Essex ;" and 
it is more tbau probable, Ihnn other circumstances, that he 
was in holj orders iu 1S)I2. 

P. 14, 1. 26. — " This error (uuer spreding the realme) hath 
in no small measure increased in Essex," ^. The nror, as 
Anthony calls it, of ballads becoming known in country towns, 
afler they had been " abusively chanted" in the streets of Lon- 
don, is noticed by Bralhwuit -. '' Stale liallad-newes, like stale 
fish when it begins to smell of the panyer, arc not for queaide 
stomacks. You must therefore imagine that by this time they 
are cashier'd the citie, and must now nde poast for Ihe conn- 
irey, where they are no less admired duin a gyant in a pageant, 
till at last they grow so common iliere tjKi, as every poore 
milk maid can chant and ohirpe it under her cow, which she 
lueth as an hiirraiessechanne lt> make her let down hermilke." 
— Character of a Ballad Mimger, in Whimsies, irr a new Ctat 
of CharaHert, 12mo. 1631, sig B 4, rev. 

P. Id, 1. 3. — *' Ihe one in a sweaking treble, the other in 
a ale-blowen base.* Sieeaking is probably a misprint for 
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itgueakini/. BrHlliwait, speaJdag of one of die biiiliid-siag- 
5 generHtion, thus describee bis qualified tions : " Now lie 
jntetfeiU a naturaJ base, then a perpetual [Ttbie, aiitl ends 
h a coantnT-itnunr. You sball beate him feigiie an Bxtfull 
e through the oosc, puiposely U> insinuate into the utten- 
n of the purer brother-hood. "—WAinu-Jn!, sig. B5. 

P. 15, 1. 15.—" IVatkins Ale." The eurious old tune of 
AU" is preserved in Queen Elizaboth'a Virffintii 
'oak, in the Fitawilliam Museum, Cambridgfe, and in Chap- 
idl's CoUcKliim, he. before referred iu. A copy, probably 
mique, of ihe original ballad is in (he possexsion uf George 
)aniel, Esq. It i.s entitled -. 



Cbetile a^in alludes to it in a letter (with the ^gnnture 

It. N. to his good friend A. M.) prefixed to Mundaj's transla- 

of Gerilean of England, The Second Pari, 1592. " I 

should hardly he persnaded that any professor of bo excellent 

ence (as printing), would be so impudent to print such 

odious and lasoiuious ribanldrie a.s Walhins Ale, The Carmam 

WhUtlr, and sundrie such other." 



P. 15, 1. 15.—" the Cor-nowf Wliutle." The air of the 
Carmojt's Whittle is traditionally reported tn have been ft great 
&Tourite with Queen EliKnlwtb; it is contained in her Viv' 
j/tfMii Booi, with hannouy and variations byW.Byrd, andhus 
been recently printed in Rfr. Chappell's Collection nf National 
English Ain, 4lo. 1840, Mr. J. Payne Collier it in jmsses- 
sion nf a bluclt-lelter ballad, entitled The Cuurteoiu Carman 
ami the Anutriivn Maid ; iir, the C'annHnV Whittle, which is 
prohnbly the original. The carmen of the sixteenth and scren- 
iwitthctvturiesappear to have been far more musical than those 
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of a latter age. Falstaffs descriptioD of Justice ShuUowis, tiiaX. 
" be came ever in the rcar-WErd of ihe fasliion, and Nunii^tlioBe 
tunes to tlie over-acutclied huswives that he heard the carmen 
whistle, and sware they were his fancies or his good-nighls." — 
Hairy the FoKTlh, Pnitii. actiii.fiC.2. Again, in Ben Jonson's 
Barthnliimem fair, lt(14, acli. sc. 1, Waspesays : " I dare nut 
let him walk alone, for feai of learning of vile tunes, which 
"he will sing at supper, and in ihe sermon times ! II' he meet 
but a carman in the street, and I find biui not taJk to keep 
him off on him, be will whistle him and all his tunes over at 
night in his sleep." Taylor, the water poet, in his tiaut called 
The Wurld rannet nn. fVherlei, IBM, says, " And if the cai- 
man's horse be melancholy or dull with hard and heavy labour, 
then will he (the carman) like a kiude piper, whistle him a fit 
of mirth to any tune, from above Eela to belowe Gammotb, 
of which generosity and courtesie your coachman is altogether 
ignorant, for he never whistles, but all his mnsicke is to rap 
out an oath." Honest John Fluyford, Kpeaking of the great 
benefit of music to all classes, eselaims, " Nay, the poor la- 
bonring beasts at plow and cart are cheer'd by Ihe sound of 
mu^ck, though it he but their ■nuater'i tvhUtlf,"— Introduction 
III the Skill of Mttsick, Bvo. edit 1679, preface. 



P. 15, 1.20.— "the Frier and the Nunue." ITie lialiad 
here alluded to is nut known. Friars have been the frequent 
subject of ridicule Ui ballad makers — I may instance the fol- 
lowing ; '■ The Maid peep'd out of Uie Window, or ilie Fiyat 
in the Well : 

" A prettjr jest that once befel, 
Hdw a maid put a friu to coul in a hhU, " 

preserved in the Museum Collection (Ii43 m ) ; and " The 
Fiyar and the Maid," iti D'Urfey's Pills to Pwrge MAnncholy, 
^ iii p. .?2&, edit. 171D. The original lune to the l>allad 
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I neGtioned iu tlie text, is U> be found in a.D exceedingly rare 
t littie volume, enlided Mvsick's Delight an. Ike Cilhren, l(i66, 
I The same volume also iwntttiss many airB of great interest, 
\ several of wliich «rfi mentioned Ity Sliolesjieare. 

P. 16, 1. 12,—" The rogue thftt liuctli idly is restrained, 
I tiie fidler and plaier lliat is maisterlesae is in t^e some pre- 
dicament, bath these by Uie law are burned in the eure." An 
aUusion to the statute against rufrues and vafrabonds. John 
II hin Essat/es and Chararteri, 1615, says of " a 
player," that " the statute hath done wisely to 

■ Aclnowledge him a rogue errant, for bis chide eesence is 
ft.ft d^ily CDitntirfHt. He hath beene famiUiar so long with 
1 out-sides, that he [irofesses himself (being vnknowne) U> be 

1 apparent gentleman. But his ihinne felt and his sUke 
I' UM'kings, or his foule linnen and faire doublet, do (in him) 
Liiodily reveal the broker; so being not sutable he prouei a 
B motley : his mind, obseruing cJie same tiiBhion of hia body, 

■ doth cuDaist of parcell and remnantH, but his misde halh 
B«ommoiily the newer fashion and the newer stuffe ; he would 

it else licajkcD so passionately after new tunes, new tricks. 
iw deuises," 



P. 17, 1. I. — " thapmen." The term vlispman is now only 

r a purchaser, one who bargains for purchase, but 

■ anciently signified a seller also, being properly ceapman, 

piarket man, or enpe »ien, one who barters with another, 

5 Nares {Glim, in v.) Tlie following passage from The 

ml and ttateli/ Mwall nf the Thiv Lnrdi-s and Tltrcr 

P^ocfits n/ Lundim, 15l», will perhaps nol be out of place. 

" Weil. What wares do ye sell 7 

" Sim. Truely child I sel Ballades; soft— whose wares are 
re up already ? I paid rent for my standing, and 
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other folkes wares shall be placed afore mine? this is wise 
indeed ! 

" Wit. O the finenes of the wares (man) deserue to have 
good place. 

" Sim. They are fine indeed, who sels them, can ye tell ? 
Is he free ? 

" Wit. Our maisters be ; we wait on this ware, and yet we 
are no chapmen. 

" Sim. Chapmen, no that's true, for you are no men, neither 
chapmen, nor chopmen, nor chipmen, nor shipmen, but if ye 
be chappers, choppers, or chippers, ye are but chapboyes, and 
chapboyes ye are double." — Sig. B. 4. 

P. 17, 1. 8. — "the tlu-ee foot crosse,'* i. e. the gallows. 

P. 17, 1. 28. — " cmtell." A curtaly says Nares, {Gloss, in v.) 
is a docked horse, but not necessarily a small one, as some 
have asserted. Banks's famous horse is often called his 
curtail, to which therefore the passage following most pro- 
bably aUudes : 

" And some there are 
Will keep curtal to show juggling tricks, 
And give out 'tis a spirit." — Webster's White Devil, 1612. 

P. 19, 1. 4. — " my blinde brother that exercisde the base." 
Anthony's blinde brother could have been no other than " Old 
Moone :" they are frequently mentioned together in old plays. 

" Sirrah wag, this rogue was son and heire to Antony 
Nowe now, and Blind Moone: and hee must needs be a 
scurvy musition that hath two fidlers to his fathers." — Wilkins' 
Miseries of Inforcst Marriage, Sig. A, 2, 1607. 

" Heavenly consort better than old Moone s."* — Dekker and 
Webster's Northward Hoe, 1607, Act ii. sc. 3. 

P. 19, 1. 20. — " surquedry," i.e. pride or presumption. 

" Snrquedrie is thilke vice 
Of pride, whiche the thirde office 



The wurd is iilao used by Spenser, Matsiun, Drajton, mid 
olliers. 

P. 19, 1. 27. — "to foUtiw ji^iig vanity." Read "lu rnllniv 
» jiffgiu^ Tanily." 

P. 20, !. le.— " cut." A faniiHar appellation for a uonuoon 
or lahouring horse. See Nares (Gloss, iu *.) 

P. 32, 1. 19.—" phisitioiiB found it to be (he gout," Sic. 

Whetshine, in the lirst booli of his English Mifrror, 15B6, 

lells us (hat " a gentleman of Vennis (Venice) one a time 

supping wilh a phisidon in Pudua, maiueiied that the phi- 

, nho in shorte apace flnde a remedie fur (he most 

L violent newe disease that raigneth, can not cure as well as giue 

L ease to the gowl, an auaicient makdie. Which duiibt, (he 

I doctor thus pleitsauntly resolued. O sir^ (quoth bee) the gowte 

I is the proper disease uf the riche, and wee hue not by the 

\ poore ; it may suflice that they find ease ; but tu prescribe a 

mre to beggar our facultye, were a great follye." 

P.a3,l. 10.— "oyleof .Saawume." I have not been able to 
I find any description of this precious nit. John Ue-^ier's Kej/ 
\ of Phitiisaphie, 15U(i, gives II list of nhno.'it every od in ase, 
tut not the one iu ijuestion. 

P. 23, 1. 20.— "this wise woman." Middleton speab of 
'the idle iBoman in Do-little Lane." Bp. Earle, in depicting 
mOxe diaracttir of " & meer dull physician," says : " His two 
I main opposites are a mountebank and a good tcoman, and he 
I never shews his learning so muth as in an invective against 
■them and their l)i)xeE." — Microemnutgraphij, lliflO. edit. Bliss, 
I. 12. 



NOTES. 

P. 23, 1. 3(1. — " no Oilier ihen fountaine waler." It appears 
to have been a common pmctici; with ([uacks, lu ailminisler 
hi Ilie ignorant pure water, di^;uised under some atOuotive 
name. Thus Deklier, " Some quaxik-Ealver or other, eithra by 
the help of Tmcer-hill. water, or any other physical or chirur- 
gicall means." — A Kniyhu Cimjuring, 1S07. 

P. 24, I. 18.— "fonoea Ihe receipt for die pilles in man- 
ner of a playster." Cbettle seems to hare had ffMiA reason 
for his complaint against the apothecaries. In 1584, Christo- 
pher I.anghton published "A Letter, sent by a learned phi- 
idtiau to his friend, wherein are detected the manifold errors 
vsed helberto of the Ajiotliecaries in preparing Condiles, Con- 
serves, Pills, Potions, Electuaries, Losinges, Stc." — An dr. 
Maunsell's Catalogue of E»glisk Printed Baoka, 15H5. 



P. 25,1. 1. — "disniembnhl him, the signe beeinge in the 
foole." An allusion to a clnss of piaotitioners, who adminis- 
tered medicines and performed surgical operatinns mider thit 
giudance and supposed indications of the planetary system. 
See The Glass of Health, printed by Robert Wyer. This 
passage might easily be illustrated from old plays : 
" 1 Bin Ihinking nhtre the jr. 
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P. 25, 1. 37, — "1 muse not a little what wonderfull met- 
taline preparatiue it is ye boast on." Basil Valentine, who 
lived at the end ul the sixteenth century, caaks among the 
first who introduced melullic preparations tnltj medicine, and 
is supposed to be the lirsl that used the word antimony. He 
jniblisbcd a singular work, entitled Curraa Triuinphalis Atiti- 
! whore, after setting forth (he cbemi(^ prcpardtions 
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of thut metal, he enuuieiaics tlieii medicioal effects. Acc<ird- 
ing to the prevailing custiim of the age, he boasts of super- 
natnral assifitanoe ^ and his work tumisbes a good specimen 
of the controversial disputes betneen the chemical physicians, 
■nd those uf the school of Giden ; the former being' attached 
active, and Uie latter to mere simple and inert remedies. 

P. 26, 1. 2. — •' King Mithridates." The reputed inventor 
an anlidoie against infection. Dekbei, in his Gvls Horn 
Sook, 1609, speaks of drugs " which Mitkndates boiled to- 
gether i" and in Thr Kmyht -if Che Burninii Peslle, sign. C 2, 
edit 1635, Bale exclaims : " But what brave spirit could be 
content to sit in his shop, with a flapet of wood before htm. 
Belling Metkriilrtlum ajid dragons water to visited houses." 
Jn the year 16H5 was printed, A JHtcoitrse nf the Medicine 
^•talted Milhridale, dectitrinii IhefirU bei/iitmng, the tetapere- 
the nuble itrluci, and the tnie vie of the mme. Dr. 
Kott informs us (Repr. GalCs Horn Book, |i. 52) that the 
lOelebrated eompound of [ho tojal i|uac]t of Pontus, or sorae- 
idiing nearly similar, held a place in our London PUarmaco- 
till as late as 1787, when it was deservedly expunged. 

P. 26, 1. 20.—" your admirable eie water, through the vei^ 
le of whiche jou liau* nltained the worshipful] name of docter 
: : hauing put out soomc of their eies that deale with it" 
■WiUiam Clowes, the author of A Srie/e and Neceaarie 
tatite louehinit the Cure of the Di^pfue called Mnrbia Gal- 
I, 15)j5, speaking of " (he notorious cosluage and lewde 
e Yaleutiue Itaiswonne, uf Smalcald, a straunger 
me," says thai " lie premised to cure one Master Castelton, 
Q being ii scalier of Cambridge, of an impediment in his 
; be had some sight thereof, that he was able to disceme 
f things, when this Valentine lUrsworme tonke him in 
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cure, but ivithin a very short time after, Valentine, Tiyhis nis- 
ticaJ dealings, put imt hit eyes cleane, and so depritied him of 
aJ] Ms sight." Casttetun, compelled tu put up witli the loss of 
his eyes, did not feel inolined to lose his money also ; he 
therefore iirrc.st«d this impudent quacksalver, while displaying 
" his banners Oiud wares" in llie Ituyal Exchange, and reco- 
vered back the money he had paid in the hopes of Ms inire. 

P. 27, 1. 20. — " eog^g," i. B. lying, cheating. "But when 
shoidd the children of lyes, coggeries, and impostures believe, 
il' they should not believe tlieir fatlier the grandlather of lyes.' — 
A Dedaralvm irf Eyrei/imis Piijiiili ImpnUures, 4to. Sig. Y 2. 
1603, 

P. 28, 1. 15. — " cousoning loathe drawers, that from place to 
place wander with bauneta lull of horse-teeth." Riciisrd 
Banister, an ocidist of the early part iif tlie sevenieentJj cen- 
tury, speaking of one Dr. Allot, says ; — " A brother of his 
(Dr. Allots) was at Lin mHi a garlatvlnf teeth a.hoMluaaeek.'' 
— A Treatise of Oik Hundred and Thirteen^ Diaauti of the 
Eyes, 12mo. 1622. It was no doubt customary also to exhibit 
balmers of teellt. William Clowes, in his treatise on Ihe 
Murhus Gallicus, 1585, tells us that "Quacksalvers and 
mounl^batiks are as easy to be knowne as un asse by his 
eaies, or the lyon by his pawes, for they delight moMt cum- 
monly to proclaime theii dealings in the open streets and 
market places, by prating, bragging, lying, widi their labells, 
banners, and wares, banging them out abroade." The author 
gives a curious wood-cut of u mountebank exiiibiting in an 
open space, surrounded by banners, inscriptions, ajid all the 
numerous paiaphemalia calcxdated to impose on a credulous 
mob. Another writer of the sixteenth century informs iis that 
" in the yeare 1687, tliere came a, Fleniining into thu citlie of 
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Gloci^ter [Glimcester] named Wolfpitig Frolitke, aud litre J 
Lnged foTth his pictures, his flag^es, his instruments, antlfl 
his letters of marte, vdlii lung lubclk, great tasaeU, broad.l 
scales closed in boses, withsuchcauutetfeitshowesnndknackes J 
of knauerie, coesining the people uf their mouie, without'l 
either learning or knowledge. — A jiiost excellent and cninpen-m 
diimn Method nf curing Wimnds, ^c, translated by JuAnl 
id, 8vo. 1588. 



P. 29, 1. 18.—" A Channe." The following lAiana for the! 
tooth-ache is from BeginaJd Scot's Duatetrie of WUclteraflA^ 
[I. 244, edit. 1585. "-Scaiilie the gums in the greefe with ihea 
tooth of one that huth been Elaine. Otherwise ; i/albm galbatS 

, galdes galdal. Otherwise; -4 afi hur hus, Sec. Otherwise i] 
at SHCCHrin); of M^sse, hold your teeth together and say, OM 
I aimmennelU ex eo. Otherwise ; Strigilea falsesque (lentatxfl 
dentimu dolorem personate ; hotsse combs and sickles (hat.fl 

' haue so many teeth come heale me now of my lnoth-ache.*! 
A MS. receipt for the luoth-oclie on a fly leaf at the end a 
the Museum copy of John Hester's Penrle of Practise, 1594, ■ 

f says, " The tooth of a dead man carried about a man, present^ M 
Euppresscth the paine of the teeth." 



P. 32, 1. 10. — " euen in my graue was I scarse layde, wlii-n 
Bnuie (no fit companion for art) spit out her poyson to disturbe 
my rest." Greene had been dead but a short time, when the 
pen of Gabriel Harvey endeavoured to blacken his memoiy in 
a work, lUe fierce malifj^ity of which liai left an indelible 
stain upon the characfcr of ita autlior. " He might (says Sir 
Egerton Brydges) have spared the dead : and have liiuied tlie 
malignant overflow of his passions in his pitiable (ippouent's 
early grave ! But, coward as he was, he sought ont the cham- 
ber of death amid the haunts of poverty and disease, not that,. 
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lie Diiglil casl flowers on the ciiffin of peiiius, but that he might 
ga.lhei libeUous stories, with which he might Milk in the same 
grave his posthumous tame." ^ee the best account of Greene 
in the Introduction pieiiied to the Rev. A. Djce's lieautiiul 
edition of his Dratmitic Wnrki, 8to. 1A3I. 

P. 32, 1. 34.— "my Blarke Bimkc, if euer it Bee lij^H." 
It was iiflerwards printed iincler the foUowing title — '' The 
Blacke Bookes Messenger. Laying open tlie Life and 
Death of Ned Brown one of the most notable cutpuises, cros- 
biteis, and connycalchers that euer liued in England. Herein 
bee telleth rerie pleasuntl; in his uwne person, such strange 
prancks and monstrous villanies by him and his coiisortes per- 
formed, as the like was yet neuer heard of in any of the fanner 
bookes of eonnj-i«tching. Read and be wanid, laugh bs jou 
lilte, judge as jou find. Nascimur pro I'atria. By R. G. 
Printed at Lundon by John Dauter far Thomas Nelson, dwell- 
ing in Siluer-street, neeie to the signe of the Bed Crosse.* 
4to. 1692. 

P. 34, 1. 12. — " Awake (secure boy) reuenge thy wrongs," 
Stc. Sir Egerton Brydges (repr. Groats-wnrth of Wit, p. 19) 
has iniaprinted this passage thus : — "Awake, ju«e( boy," Sec. 

P. 35, 1. 10 — "Is it not lamentable that a man should spend 
his two-pence on ibeui in an afl«nioaii P" Tno-pence was ibe 
Dommon charge of admission to the upper galleij of our an- 
cient theatres. All that can now be collected concerning the 
prices of admission iu former times, may be Keen in CoUiet's 
Hut. of Dram. Poet, and the Stage, iii. p.p. 341-S3. 

P. M. I 16.— "Byr Lady." A corruption of By our 
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P. 35, 1. 20.—" Uie bniiline-alleys in Bedlam.' 
OiMilioned by wrilfirs of the period. 


Frequently 


" At Bedlam bowling-aney, lite 
Where dtUzeos did bet." 


ul„ 1B13 



P. 35, 1. 25. — " male Birte againe for their longer restraint 

bough the sicknease cease." AUudiii); to Ihe cusbDm of closing 

ftjthe theatres daring the lime of sieltness. When this tract 

S published, in 1592, die plague was raging in London. 

P:See Collier's Memoin of AUei/iit p. 33. 

P. 37, 1. 29. — " croEse-biting," i. e. cheating. S. Howlands, 
"who particularly describes the predse meaning of the term, 
■ tells us that one " Lawrence Crosliitet, or long Lawrence," wae 
"the first inventor of ctosbiting." See Martin Mark-All, Bea- 
dle of Bridewell, 4t». 1610, Sig. G 2. 

P. 37, 1. 30. — " conn j-catching," i. e. cheating, deceiving. 

I The tricks of the i:imta/-eatchcrs, or sharpers, with whom Lon- 

to abound, were described by R. Greene in several 

mpblets. See the fiill titles of them in the B«v. A. Dj-ce's 

idition of his Dramatic Wnrhs, vol. i. p. cvi. 

J8, 1. 2. — " singing jigs and making jests of vs." A jig 

le common couclusiau to the amusements of (he theatre 

D the days of our anceslors, and the passage in the text has 

adduced to prove that there was singing in them. Many 

Rtthers might be quoted. Lupton, in his Lotulun and Ike 

fCounttey Carbonadoed and Quatred into leuerall CharacUrs, 

BSro. 1632, says, " Most commonly when the play is done, you 

n haue a jig or a dauce of all treads ; they mean to put 

IT lege to il as well as their tongues." TatlUm acquired 

t celebrity in ibem ; and from a passiige in Tnrh.iii't 
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Neu-i ovt iif Purgtii'irg, it wuuld appear ihat the; la.'aeil fiit 
an hour: Uie nuihnr <a^ that the pamphlet is " onlj such a 
jesl as his (TariionV) jig, 6l for gendemen lo laugh at on 

Kemp mu alsu bnloiis for his perfonnotice uf jigs. The 
music ti> manj' of them is preseived in John Dowlaad's MSS. 
before alhided to, in the Pablic Libiai;, CiUDbiiiige. 



P. 40, 1. Id.— "oue thing I mislikle, that TarlrtoD stoode 
DO longer on thai point of landlords." In the curious satirical 
trat^ entitled Jfamrcut Exlaticm, nr Jlantrt Bay Hone in 
alranre, 1595, the horse is thus made to speak of the practice 
oflajidlords; — "O master, miserable landlords are the cause of 
bD this mischiefe. Tis he tLal hecaose he will haoe an mtGa- 
sontUile ri'iit, «tU rpholde anie vilkiiie io his tenant : a slune 
to monie, a pander to the baud, a piUer, aay, a pilluw and a 
bulster, to all the rogusrie committed in liis honses. And ;et 
will (his filthie felow sit at lus doore on a Sondav, in the bigh 
street, and my mistres his wife bv him, and there ftir^ooth 
taJke so faint-like of the sermon that daif, and what h guod 
peecc of worke the Touug man made, and what a giHidly gift 
(if rtlerance lie had, but not the value of a pound of beel'e nill 
he giue him were his gift of itleranee comparable ti> S. Augus- 
lities, or Chrisostumes elu<|^uencc Sweare he wiD asd fotsweare 
Tpon the worle day as anie. And if please he sit in place of 
Mttlioritie, O how seucre will he be in all Ids pruceediugs agaiuEt 
a yong ur good fellow in auie triBing matter. Then he takes 
fpiin him not a little -, Sir (sajes bee) what did von in such a 
house? Wherefore came jou tlulher? And lale the lawe, 
andlhepropheies too, and so rate a gentleman well descended, 
meerelj priuUedged nith a fuid gowne and a nightcap ; when 
in deede his biinging vp bath been in beggetie and slauerie 
iUibenfl;, hauing spent his time in cnnference with the iiai« 
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tankard »t Uie Comluit, lying miserably, and foe sparing of J 
WDod, loding his gowne sicove with fudl from tlie liaberd; 
and wearing his handes in a lioEtie mtiming by llie ii 
flames of A few wsete papers ; a naturally cnemic to all 
ing aud liberalitie." 

P. 41, 1. 7. — " beshrew tlie card-makers, that clapt not a J 
gowne about the knsve of liarles, and put him on a hat for s | 
bonnet oner his night-cajipc," Sumuel Rowlands vi'as 
aulhor of ihiee eurious trarls upon the snbjoct of cards, 
following extract from The Knave nf IJarU, haiU feUatci, 
mei, 4Ui. Ijimdon, edit. 1013, may not be inappropriate. 



Wee ne abuseii in a w 


™tdw™, 


For Uiera* no knaiies a 


B-tongo.t !«««»>■ 


Bj those IhM chieflj « 


oi-Wbeourpart-takf 


Aadthasilismrmiusl 
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To irttxt it out. and follow feihioti ilill 
In any rat, according In the lime. 
But we foore Inuuiei (I know nut for whnt era 
AfB kept in pie-biild soiiei, Bhich wo haui- woi 
Hundred of jsareii tbia tiotdlj ton lie borac. 
The idle-hoaded Fmnch lieuiVd vi Srsi, 
'Who nt sD tuhinn-mongviB is tlie wuni : 
¥nr iut doth rlumge JsrTv ofbior than ttie moon 
nsJikes Ilia mnming snito in tb^ Bitor-nooue. 
The EngUali is Ilia imitaling apu. 
In fluary tnj (ha t^era ahmrea cm) ahnpe 
Canifs drappng after, as the diuell entiMa, 
And putlath on thu Frmcb-uiana cut douiMs. 
Yet wee {with whom thm long tiiey both hsnv 
Must wenns the luilo in which ws fini were ii 



Itiam 



LTudl euci 



YTiMi he hath kat H« nionir, will tqmrt 
An iU Df Ti. and giiieth Ihew rewords^ 

How con wechwne bill linoe the ilcbing f 
ic kinds of cloatha, nod nenvr al 



ounyhi 



ly ^bm' DiHiDond gn« ? 









My 9l»u<« are lilia ■umu tdurnt-rlBuucing fellinr : 
Mj sUii^kiagA ideoUIke^ red, greBnir, mid jnoUovr ; 
My Irreecbfs like a paitct of lute-piua be^ 
Scane buttocke ronmB, as auEry tnsn may seo ■ 
Ijke thrse-peme ivulcb men. Ihtet al Tt doe aUnd, 
Eacb iritb a niade broKne )»11 in bis baod, 
And cluba, heliolds ui orrov, like a downe, 
The Iiead-eml Tpwnid, and Ills leatliers downe. 
Thus are we wrong' d^ and tbuB we aie agrieu'd. 
And (hiu ^afl^ dme wo bauo Iwene Tnretiou'd ; 
But, card-makerB, of you Harts loaion crauea, 
Wb; ive iluiuld be restraiu'd aboue all knauei 
To weure aDCb patcbed and di«guis'd attire ? 
Ans^'ere bat this, of kindiierao we ro^nire- 
Sbtrn yi (I praj) ainae renson how 11 hups 
Tbirt wo ore ener bonnil (n weare llat-eops, 
As thnogb we hail mto a rilies tradR . 
Bin pmitUeB, and no verb Iree-man made. 
Had we blacko gowneq, ypon m j life, I iweare. 
Many would aay that ws f0ure seijeanbi were ; 
And that wuutd bTing card-plaj in nunll request 
With gallButa that vere reajefull of arrest, 
For mulaiichd)' they would ever bo 
A seiJEBnta piotuTB in their bandi to »c. 
Othen, llmt cluba end spades spparell notes. 
BecBUKC they hnth are in ade-garded cosies 
Tu arms tbem two Tturere, lillanous riob. 
To whom the diuell is beholden much. 
And Iduos thdr trade, of getting gold, so mill. 
They shall be welcome to his fiames in hell. 
Others say, if we bad while aprons on 
We woiild be like unlo "a non, a non. 
What is it gentlemen you please to drinke ?" 
And some, because we haue no beardA, doe tbiuka 
We Hie £>aT ponders, with onr lonsie lockpa. 
Whose naked chinnes aro ihauen with the poio, 
Diuen apiniQns there be ; other aboweA, 



With Cannes of beere (malt nod in 
And these, they say, are fil'd with 
Other auDuch wo are of th 
A trade that alinckcs. bJILc 
Such fellowHS as sil Bll the day 
And driuke. like dinels, iire to e 
re plaid rpon bi 






Nay 



^ards lye i 



TliB knauei bee'll eioele out, imil Q 
Here Are four millfln, for Iheir ham 
Or tulrn, ftir Uie gin th?y hauv in 
Or brotETs, for Uidr looldiig threw i 



Aad Uierefore if pcrawaaiana may but rtiiinc yoii 
Good card maken t}f tJipre iie any gnadaen in yu 
AppBrell IS with moTB reapnctpd core ; 
Put vs In hols, our cnpa are womi} thrpadbaro; 
in in the fashion 



(All are becoiD 



DU), 



Bone bab-bmdfl, vith the shaggad-ro^gced-Tuff^, 
Orent cabbaga shooe atringa Ipray jou hiftge enougli), 
Freuch dublet, [™d the Spanish hose to broGell il), 
EichsDge our ivorda, and talie aira; ooi bill. 
Let VI haue lapion (knaaas louo fight that kilal, 
Put V3 in bo&lea, and make ts leather lega, 
TluB Harla, moal htunblj, and hia feUowsi bega." 

41, 1. 12. — '' MacJce, Maw, Euffe, Noddj and Tniinpe," 
» (if popiila,r games at cards. Macke, it is cuDJcctured, 
lie same as the old French game Jea de Macau. See 
Singer's ReseaTchxs into the History nf Playing-Cards. p. 261. 
Mawe woB played with a. piquet pack of tiirtj-six oarda, and 
anj number of pereons from two to sis Ibrmed the party. 
The game had a variety of Btrict rules and technical terms, 
which it wotdd be tedious to recapitulate. 

Ruff and neie coat is meDtiimed in Heywood's play of A 
Woman Killed wilh Kindness, 1617. Mr. Douce and other 
writers have imagined that the terms Raff and TVtmip were 
sysonjmous, hut several passages might be adduced tu show 
that they were distinct games, " And to confoimde all, tu 
mend thdr liadde games, havinjr never a good caide in their 
hiudes, oud leaving the ancient game of England (Tnmipe), 
where erciy coate and sule are sorted in their degree, are 
tunning to Ruffe where tlie greatest sorte of the sute carrieth 
mway the game." — Martini Months Minde, 1589. Epielle to 

was pniliaHy Ibc same Rnnie «p nnw call cribbage. 
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It appears from the Complete Gamester^ 1682, 2nd edition 
p. 76, that Knave Noddy was the designation of the koave in 
playing that game. 

Trump, which was probably the triunfo of the Italians and 
the triomphe of the French, is perhaps of equal antiquity in 
England with Primero ; and, at the latter end of the sixteenth 
century, was very common among the lower classes. See 
Singer's Researches, &c. p. 269. 

P. 41, 1. 19. — " the suburbs of the citie are in many places 
no other but dark dennes for adulterers, theeues, ^cc." " How 
happy therfore were cities if they had no suburbs, sithence 
they serve but as caves where monsters are bred up to devour 
the cities themselves. Would the devill hire a villaine to spill 
blood; there he should find him. One to blaspheme ; there he 
hath choice. A pander that would tume his own father a 
begging; he is there too. A harlot that would murder her 
new bom infant; she lives in there." — English Villanies Seven 
several times Prest to death by the Printers, ^-c. [1637.] Sig. 
F 3. rev. 

P. 45, 1. 9. — "hey-passe, re-passe." Common terms used by 
juglers. See Ady's Candle in the Dark, 1656, Sig. F 3. 

P. 45, 1. 9. — "come aloft." Signifies to vault or play the 
tricks of a tumbler. From the following quotations it appears 
that apes were also taught their tricks. 

" But if this hold, 1*11 teach you 
To come aloft, and do tricks like an ape." 

Massingek's Bondman, 1624, act iii. so. 3. 

" WTiich he could do with as much ease, as an ape carrier with his 
eye makes the vaulting creature come aloft." — Gaytos' 8 Festivioiia Notes 
on Don Quixote, 1654, p. 113. 

P. 45, 1. 16. — "like a subsister in a gowne of rugge, rent on 
the left shoulder, to sit singing the counter-tenor by the cage 
in Southwarke." A subsister was probably a term for a poor 
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ner. The (U'scripHoii of his dtcss, "a gowne of nigpe 

iin tlie left shoulder," can only apply to one in the lowest 
of poTCrty. Singing the e^n Ifr-ienor is frequently meu- 

id in connpction with tLo name of a prison, by old wrileiB ; 

oiien as a pun upon Ihe word compter. Thus in the fol- 
lowing passages : " For ihe compters, iliey teach wandering 
nightingales the wity unto their nesls, and learn them 1u sing 
the eoiaiier-teimr.'' — Lnpton'a Londnn and ihe Countri/, Sec. 
1032. Again, "This number is since, by tract uf lyme, much 
lessened and impayred ; but howsoeuer, sure I am that libera- 
litie, Ds I sayd before, is eyther quite dead, banished, or els 
playes least in sight, as banckioutes, thainaUes narrow lanes, 
orkeepes them out of the lihertie, least they should siny the 
mmnter-tunar, or iit Ludgute, for tbe Lord's sake." A Health 
to the Gimtkmimly Prafissiim nf Serving men, by J. M. 4(0. 
liouden, IS98, Sig. E i. 

P. 45, 1. 22. — " your iugling at Newington with a chrisUUl 
ifitone." "The Beril, which is a kind of christal, halh a weak 
of red in it. Among other tricks of astrologers the 
discovery of past and friture events was supposed to be &.e 
consequence of looking into iL See Aubrej's Mitcellaniet, p. 
105, edit. 1721." — Reed. Samuel Bowlanda describing a 
dabler in magic, says — 

" Ho con IraiufbTnie biiaseUe nato 4n ase, 
Shew you Ihe diBell in n ihrisWU glasse,' 
T?a UlliKSaf Humiuri Bhnd in llis HcadKiiinr.'lmiO.&at. 9. 

MS. Sloanc, 6848, co: 
*xoellent and certainlye 
llhou wilt," 

P. 46, 1. 4.—" I wonder what beuame of your fiimiliar," 
John Ady, in his Candle in thf Dark, 1656, tins ii chapter 
exposing the tricks of jugglers, from which I extract tlie 
illowiug passages relating ti) the employment of a familiur. 

A J uglnr knowing the commiui tiaditlmi, and fixili^h npi- 



a tlwit a familiar spirit i' 



E bodily shape j 



Imd fbr the doing uf Etrange tilings beyond the vulgar capa- 
city i he therefore canieth about him Ihe skin of a mouse 
stopped wilh feathers, or some like artificiaJ thing, and in the 
hinddr part thereof, stieketh a small spiiuging wire of about a 
foot long, or lunger, imil when he begins to act his part in a 
Skji, or a market, before vulgar people, he bringelh forth his 
impe, and maketh it spiiug &om him once or twiee upon the 
table and then catcheth it up again saying ; would joo be 
gone? I wHl make yun stay and play some tricks for me 
before you go? and then he nimbly stieketh one end of the 
wire upon his waste, and maketh his impe spring up three or 
four times to his sboolder, and nimbly cateheth it, and pulleth 
it down again, every time, sa^ng; would you be ^iici' in 
troth if you would be gone I ean play no tricks or feata of 
activity to day, and then huldeth it fast in one hand, and 
beatelh it with the other, and slily maketh a squeeking noyso 
with his lips, as if- his impe cried, and then putteth his impe 
in his breeches or in his pocket, saying ; I will make you stay ! 
would you begone F Then begin the silly people to wonder and 
whisper, then he shewelh many slights ol' activity, as if be did 
them by the help of his familliar, which the silliest sort of 
beholders do verily beleeve." 

F. 4S, 1. 3. — "the whole town talks of the cunning man, 
that indeed had onely conny-catcht his host." The same 
story, differently told, is applied W one " Doctor Pineh-hacke 
a notable makeshift," at the end of Greenes Ghutt kaunting 
Cong-catchers, by S, R. 4to. 1626. 

P. 48, L 17. — " Jewes tmmpe," i.e. Jew's harp, derived Iroin 
jeu Iroiape, toy truni]iet. It is called Jew trump by Beamnont 
and Fletcher, ./nc's harphy Hacluyt, and by Bacon j'ni innn/w. 
There is a curious story of one " Geillch Duncan' a noted per- 
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pfbrmer on (he Jew's haqi, wliust jici'fiinnani^t b. 

' to have met with the iippraral uf a, QLimeniu 

witches, but W have been repeated iu the presence ol" rojaltj, 

by ComiQimd of his majesty lung James YI. — Agiie^ Sampson 

g brought befuru tht king's majesty and his council, con- 

' that upon the night of All-Uolluweveu last, shee w&s 

Baccnmpanied as well with the persons otbresaid, as also with a 

t manj' other witches, to the number of two-hundreth ; 

lad that all they together went tti sea, each one in a riddle or 

went into the some very Bubstantially, with flsiggons 

tof wine, maluiig merrie, aiid drinking by the way, in the same 

f riddles or oives to the Kirk of North Bairick in Lowlhian ; 

, and that afler they had landed, l^ioke bandes on the lande 

\f and dauuced this reiU or short daunce, singing all with une 



' At which time, shee cuofessed that this Geillts Duncan (a 
servant girl) did goe before them playing Ihifi reiU or dauiii* 
uppon a small tmiape called a Jmies irump, imtill they entred 
into the Kirk of North Barrick. These confessions made the 
king in a wotidcrflill admiration, and sent for the saide Geillis 
Duncan, who upon thtt like trump did play the saide daunce 
before the kinges majestic ; who in respect of tlic strongenes 
f these matters, touke great delight lt> be present at their 
is'—NnteafTma Scotlond, kc. 1501. 



histv 



men iu blue coa 
D of the period. 
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P. 51,1. 

Iveiy of the serving- 

' P.Sfljl. 10. — " against all such banner-bearers, whether thej 
« of teeth 01 stone cutting," &c. George Baker, in his treo- 
D TIm Cotnpiintioa or Making of Ike vmst precious Oil, 
! Oleum MagUtrale, 1674, devotes a chapter to " the 
3 of the mnner.i abotit, called cutters for llie stone and 



88 NOTES. 

P. 56, 1. 16. — ^"skoyles." Skoyles appears to be a corrap- 
tion of kayles. It is written also cayles and keiles, derived 
from the French word quilles. It was a game played with 
pins, and is supposed to have been the origin of the modem 
game of nine-pins ; though primitively the kayle-pins do not 
appear to have been confined to any certain number. Strutt 
gives several representations of the game from MSS. of the 
fourteenth century (Sports and Pastimes^ p. 271, edit. 1830). 

In Wager's curious play. The longer thou livest the more 

foole thou art, a dunce boasts of his skill " at shales, and the 

playing with a sheepes-joynte." The playing with a " sheepes- 

joynte" was probably the game of knuckle-hones. 

t 
P. bQ, 1. 16. — " nyne holes." Strutt mentions it as a boyish 

game played at the beginning of the seventeenth century 

{Sports and Pastimes, p. 274, edit. 1830). It is alluded to 

with other games in the fourth satire of Samuel Rowlands, 

Letting of Humours Blood, &c. 1600. 

" To wrestle, play at stooleball, or to runne , 
To pick the barre, or to shoote off a guime ; 
To play at loggats, nine holes, or ten pinnes ; 
To try it out at foot-ball by the shinnes." 

P. 56, 1. 20. — " With Robin Greene it passes Kind-harts 
capacity to deale." Greene used to be called familiarly Robin ; 

" Our moderne poets to that passe are driuen, 
Those names are curtal'd which they first had giuen ; 
And, as we wisht to haue their memories drown'd, 
We scarcely can afford them halfe their sound. 
Greene, who had in both academies ta'ne 
Degree of master, yet could neuer gaine 
To be call'd more than Rohin : who, had he 
Profest ought saue the muse, seru'd, and been free 
After seuen yeares prentiseship, might haue 
(With credit too) gone Robert to his graue." 

Heywogd's Hierarchie of the Blessed Angels, 1635, p. 206. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



The pamphlets and plays of Dekker abound with 

intereeting local allusions, admirable sketches of 
charactei", and satirical hits at prevailing fashions. 
It has been truly remarked, that they alone would 
furnish a more complete view of the habits and 
customs of his contemporarios, than could easdy 

I be collected from all the grave annals of tlie time. 
The exact period of Thomas Dckker's birth and 
decease has not descended to us. He is chiefly 
regarded as a writer of the time of James the 
First ; but as his name occurs no less than fifteen 
times in the poetical miscellany entitled " Eng- 

I land's Parnassus," which was printsd in 1600, it 
is quite evident that he was a poet of consider- 
able note in the reign of Elizabeth : besidos, by 
Philip Henslowe's papers (now about to be made 
accessible to the world) it appears that he wrote 

I either the whole or part of twenty-eight plays 

I prior to the year 1603, when James ascended the 
throne. He is, moreover, mentioned by Meres, in 
his oft-(]Uoted " Palladia Tamia, or Wit's Trea- 



Bury," 1598, as among those in England who were 
considered the best for tragedy. 

Lilto many of the dramatic writers of the period 
in which ho lived, Dekker appears to have been 
always niiaerahly poor, and to have spent half his 
life within the walla of a prison. In the year 
1598, one year after we first hear of him in con- 
nexion with drainatto literature, he was in con- 
finement for dL-bt, in the Poultry Compter. Heno- 
lowe appears to liavo stood his Mend on thia 
occasion ; and the following item, from the niana^ 
ger's book of accounts, establishes the fact : " Lent 
unto the company the 4 Febreary, 1598, to dis- 
charge Mr. Dicker out of the oownter in the 
Poultry, the some of fortie shillings. I say dd. 
(delivered) to Thomas Downton xxxxs." 

Oldys, in a MS. note to Langbaine's " Dra- 
matick Poets," says, " He (Dekker) was in'the 
King-s Bench Prison from lfil3 to IClfi, and 
how much longer 1 know not." Thia fact is partly 
confirmed in Mr. Collier''s " Memoirs of AUeyn," 
recently published by the Shakespeare Society. 
At page 131, may be seen a letter from Dekker 
to AUoyn, dated " King's Bench, Sept. 12, 1616," 
enclosing some verses " in praise of charity," and 
in celebration of the erection of Dulwioh College, 
then fast approaching to completion, " Dekker," 
remarks Mr. Collier, " was a poet of ability, and 



I a prose writer of great variety : lie always ' scrib- 

I bled for bread,' and has loft behind him much 

that is utterly worthless in point of literary merit ; 

I but much also that well deserves preservation. 

i to be regretted that his tribute to Alleyn 

has shared the fate of many things he and his 

contemporaries composed. We noed entertain 

little doubt that AJIeyn took steps to relieve his 

I old fnenil'e necessities ; and as it is stated that 

Dekker was released from prison in the very year 

i letter bears date, it may not be too much to 

suppose that Alleyn bad a band in his liberation," 

1 It does not, however, appear that Dekker was 

[ released from prison in the year in which he wrote 

I to Alleyn. Far from it^ Oldys' words, before 

I quoted, are, " He (Dekker) was in the King's 

I Bench Prison from IfilS to 1616, and how tnsteh 

longer I know not." At page 186, of the same 

work, may be seen another letter from Dekkor to 

Alleyn, recommending a party to his favour. Wo 

learn from this letter {which is, unfortunately, with- 

I out a date) that Dekker was again an inhabitant 

I of a prison. An expression which occurs in tho 

rse of the letter, " I give you thanks for tho 

t'last remembrance of your love," warrants the con- 

I elusion that the benevolent Alleyn had more than 

I once relieved the wants of the needy poet. 

Poi-hape the most prominent feature in Dck- 



ker's life was his celebrated quarrel with Ben 
Jonson, about the beginning of the seventeenth 
century. What the grounda of disagroement be- 
tween the dramatists wore, cannot now be clearly 
ascertained ; but we have no cause to regret it, 
Bince it occasioned the " Poetaster " of the latter, 
and the " Satiro-Mastix " of the former. Jonson 
satirized Dckker as Demetrius, introducing Mars- 
ton the dramatist as Crispinus; and Dekker 
amply repaid the affront by sketching his oppo- 
nent in the character of Horace junior. 

In 1603 Dckker had the honour of writing 
" The Magnificent Entertainment given to King 
James, Queen Anne his wife, and Henry Frede- 
rick the Prince, vpon the day of his Maiesties 
Triomphant Passage (from the Tower) through 
his Honourable Citie (and Chamber) of London, 
being the 15 of March, 1603," Two editions of 
this entertainment were printed, one by E, Allde, 
and the other by J. C, for Thomas Man, both 
in the following year. 

In Hi2i) Dekker was employed to write the 
lord mayor's pageant, " London's Tempo, or the 
Field of Happiness." to celebrate the mayoralty 
of James Campbell. It was produced at the sole ■ 
cost of the Ironmonger's Company ; and a full 
(loecription of it, with the items of expenditin-e, 
printed from tin- hooks of the company, may be 



I in Malcolm's " Lonrtiniuni Redivivum," ii. 
Dckker had some time previously been em- 
l ployed as a city poet, and wrote the pageant for 
I 1612. In a passage of the dedication to the play 
I of " Match me in London," 1631, our author thus 
I complains of his decline : " I have been a priest 
r iji Apollo's temple many years, my voice is decay- 
ing with my age." Dekker's latest publication 
bears date 1638, in which year Oldys tells us 
"he was full three score years of age;" and it 
I may be conjectured, as we do not hear of him 
I after, that he did not long survive that period. 
* From these circumstances, and the fact of his 
connexion with the stage before the year 1598, we 
may conclude that he was much advanced in years 
at the time of hia decease. 

Dekker's miscellaneous pamphlets are very nu- 
merous : a complete list would certainly be a 
desideratum, but his prolific pen so frequently 
mployed the press that it would now be almost 
L impossible to supply it. A considerable list may be 
in Dodsley's " Select Collection of Old Plays," 
iii. 216, etiit. 1825, and in the Introduction to 
fUr. Nott's reprint of the " Gull's Home-book," 
I 1812. Two tracts are however omitteil in both, 
f which are undoubtedly Dekker's, and among the 
L flcarcest of his works. One is entitled " The 
\ Double PP ; a Papist in Amies, iicaring t'li 



Bouerall Shielita, encountered by the Protestant at 
ten seuerall WoapouB, a Jeeuitc marching before 
them. Printed for John Hodgetx, 1606." Thiaia 
ascribed to Dekker upon tlie authority of a pre- 
sentation copy esiating with his autograph. The 
other is an unique poem, entitled " Warres, 
Warrea, Warres, Arma Virumque cano. 

Into the field I brinjr 
Snuldiers and battailes, 
Boeih thdr fames I sing. 

Imprinted at London for I. C. 1628." It is de- 
Bcribed in the " Bibliotheca Heberiana," part iv. 
as " dedicated to the Right Honourable Hugh 
Hamersiey, Lord and Colonell of the Artillery 
Garden, and to Sir Maurice Abbot and Mr. Henry 
Gar ro way. Sheriffs." 

The tract reprinted in the following pages is 
an answer to one of the moat popular produo- i 
tions of the sistoenth centiiry, Thomas Nash'fft 
" Pierce Pennilesse his Supplication to the Diuell" 1 
(originally printed in 1592), and is not an un- 
happy imitation of the style of that admirable 
proeo satirist. In " A private Epistle to the 
Printer," originally prefixed to the second edition 
of " Pierce Pcnnilosse," the author says: "If 
my leysui-e were such as I could wish, I might 
haps (halfc a yeare henoc) write the returne 
of the Knight of the Post from Hell, with the 









Diiiele answere to the Supplication." — Sig. A :i, 
ed. 1595. Nasli, however, from want of time or 
jJQcIi nation, failed to keep his promise. After his 
tcease, a writer, who professed to have been his ' 
intimate and near companion," put forth " The 
Eoturne of the Knight of tho Post from Hell, 
with the Divols Answere to the Supplication of 
Pierce I'eiiilesse, with some relation of the last 
Treasons. Printed iy John Wiiidetfor Nathaniel 
£uiier," IfiOb'. This tra^t, although professing 
be an answer to " Pierce Pennilesae,^' is but 
poor, dull efiuaioD, and was evidently suggested 
l)y the gunpowder plot, then fresh in the minds 
of tho people. In tho same yeai' Dekker pub- 
lished a tract, entitled " Newesfrom Hell, brought 
by the Diuells Carrier. Printed hy R. B. for 
W. Ferebrand, and are to 6e sold at his shop in 
Popes Head Atltij/, neere -ento the Eoyai JUxchaunffe,'' 
le running-title of which is " The Diuels An- 
'ore to Pierce Peunylesse." In the address 
To the Reader" ho denies all knowledge of tlio 
ter of the previous tract upon the same subject, 
id ridicules his style by supposing that the 
Devil's answer must have been sent " in tho 
morning ; for he strives to speak soberly, gravely, 
and like a puritan," The address is so intimately 
tnnected with the suhJL'ct of the following pages, 
it I quote it entire : 



" To come to the preese is more dangerous then 
to be preet to death, for the payno of those tor- 
tures last but a few minute^ but he that lyes 
vpOQ the rack in print hath his flesh tome off by 
the t«eth of Enuy and Calumny, cuuii when be 
metmes no body any hurt, in his grane. I think 
therefore twen? better to make ten challenges at 
all manner of weapons then to play a echotlers 
prize vpon a book-sellenj stall, for the one draws 
but bloud, by the other a man is drawne and 
quartred. Take heed of criticks : they bite, like 
fish, at anj-thing, especially at bookes ; but the 
Diuetl being let looBe amongst them, I hope they 
will Dot esereise their coniurations ?pon him : yf 
they doe they are damb'd. In despite of Jirontes 
and Steropes, that foi^e arrones of ignorance 
and coDt«mpt to shoote at learning. I haue ha- 
merd out this engine that has beaten open the 
infemall gates, and discouerd that great tobaoo- 
nest, the prince of smoake and darkness, Don 
Pinto. A supplication was sent to him long 
unoe by a poore fellow, one Pierce Pennylesee ; 
bnt the Diuel, being fol of busince. could neuer 
til now haue leasure to answere it. &Iar}' now 
(since Christmas) he has drawno out some spare 
howres, and shot 2 arrowee at one mark in 2 
seuerall bowcs, and of two contrar}' flights ; 
wherein bee prooues himselfe a damb'd lying 
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Cretan, because hof'e found in two tales about 
one matter. But it may bo the firat answere that 
hoe sent by the post was in the morning (for ho 
striues to apeake soberly, gmuely, and like a 
puritane). The other (sure) in the .ifternoone, 
ifor heo talkes more madly. But so farro from 
those fwiitasticall taxalions, ^c. which the gentle- 
man that drew that forenoones piece (whom I 
know not), seemes atoofe off; (like a spy, to die- 
oouer that euen in the most triuiall and merriest 
tpplications there are seria locis:) howeoeuer it 
eithence wee both haue had to doe with the 
Deuill, and that liee's now (byour meanes) brought 
to the barre ; let him plead for himaelfo. Yf his 
answers be good, tis strange, because no goodnca 
come from him : Yf bad, and like thee not, 
thou hast the amends in thine owne hands : neuer 
rayle at bim, for the Diuell (like a drunkard) 
roB for nobody." 

Bibliographers seem not to be aware that the 
iCt reprinted in the following pages is the same 
the " News from Hell." It is merely an 
dteration and improvement of the latter, by the 
addition of a now beginning and ending, and by 
the division of the whole into chapters, with four 
introductory lines of poetry to each i the main 
;ion of the tract remaining the same. A 
paragraph, in praise of Thomas Nash, is, 



however, omitted in the present vereion ; which, 
together with other minor variations, are given in 
the notes. 

Two editions of the " Knights Coniuring " were 
printed, one dated 1607, and the other without 
date. From a comparison of the two, I am con- 
vinced that they ai-e both of the same impression. 
It has been stated that a copy is in existence of a 
much earlier date, but from internal evidence of 
the tract itself, and from other ciroumstances, I 
do not believe that it could have been printed 
before 1607. 

No apology is necessary for offering the present 
reprint to the members of the " Percy Society."" 
Independently of the interest attached to it in 
connexion with one of the most popular produc- 
tions of the sixteenth century, it contains an 
amusing and highly wrought picture of manners 
and passing events, together with incidental no- 
tices of Chaucer, Spencer, Watson, Kid, Marlow, 
Greene, Peele, Nasli, Chettle, and other of our 
poets and dramatic writers ; — a sufficient passport 
for its appearance in the present shape. 
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TO THE VEBIK WOBTHY GENTLEMAN 
STB THOMAS GLOUER, KNIGHT. 






IE, the louu I owe your name for some fauoura by 

lee receiued from that noble-mindod gentleman (your 

who is now imploied vpon an liouourable 

iage into Turky) makes my labours presume the.y 

not be vnwekome to you, If you pleaae to read 

ouer, you shall find much morall matter in words 

merily set down : and a serious subiect indosde in 

applications that (to some, whose salt of iudgcment is 

:en off) may appeare but triuiall and ridiculous. 

le atreame of custome (whieti flowa through al king- 

amongst schollei's, in this fashion) beares mee 

ard and vp in this boldnes: it being as common 

aeeke patrons to bookes, as Godfathers to children. 

'et the fashion of some patrons (especially those that 

doatfl more vpon mony, who is a common harlot, then 

on the Muses, who are pure maides, but poore ones) is 

to receiue bookes with cold hands and hot liuers : they 

giue nothing, and yet haue j-ed cheekea for anger, 

when anything is giuen to them. I take you, Sir, to 

ne of that race : the world bestowes vpon you a 

worthy caractcr. If the art of my pen can (by 

ly better labour) heighten your name and memory, 

shall find my lone. 

Most rcndie to be all yours, 

Tho. Dekkeb. 
b2 




TO THE READER. 



An epistle to the reader, is but the same propertie 

that a liiick is to a man walking home late : he hopes 

bj that, and good words (tho he be examined) to pas^ 

without danger ; yet when he eomea to the gates, if hee 

meete with a porter that is an asse, or with a constable 

tlmt louea to lay about him with his staffe of authoritie 

I more then he needea, then let the partie that stumbles 

Binto these prouinces or puddels of ignorance beo sure 

I either to bee stnicke downe with barbariame (which 

Kcutteth worse then a browne bill) or to be committed and 

■haue the seuerest censure laide vpon him ; let him bee 

o well and so ciuilly bound vp in faire behauiour: 

•Ihough hee be a man euen printed in the best comple- 

Ixaents of courtesie; thongh he giue never so many, 

P«iid so sweet languages, yea and haue nil the light of 

■ vnderstanding to lead him home; yet those spirits of the 

night will hale him away, and cast him into darke- 

In the Belfe-same scnruey manner doe the 

[world handle poore bookes : when a reader is intreated 

bee curteoua, hee growes vnciuil ; if you sue to his 

worship, and glue him the stOe of caudido lectori, then 

ee'a proud, and cries mew. If you write merily, he 

!a you buffon ; seriously, he swears such atnffe can- 
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not be yours. But the best is that in Spaine you 
shall haue fellowes for a small peece of siluer take 
the strappado, to endure which torture another man 
could not be hyrde with a kingdome; so they that 
haue once or twice lyen vpon the rack of publicke 
censure, of all other deaths doe least feare that vpon 
the presse. Of that wing I hold my selfe one : and 
therfore (reader) doe I once more stand at the marke 
of criticisme (and of thy bolt) to bee shot at. I haue 
armour enough about mee that warrants mee not to bee 
fearefull, and yet so well tempered to my courage that 
I will not bee too bolde. Enuie (in these ciuill warres,) 
may hit me, but not hurt mee. Calumny may wound 
my name, but not kill my labours ; proude of which, 
my care is the lesse, because I can as proudly boast 
with the poet, that Non norunt Ikbc monumenta mori, 

Tho. Dekker. 



A KNIGHTS CONIUKING. 



To Hnlikrge golde, theroa ii pc 
The dludl kiiDWGE uut hov 

He chafes lo Rome in print ; 
(Kouing) be headloDg run 



B of those mornings of the yere wherin the 

) earth breathes out richer perfumes then thoee that 

prepare the wayes of princes, by the wholsomnesse of 

whose sent the distempered windea (purging their 

. able bodies) raa too and fro, whistling for ioye through 

of trees ; whilst the nightingale sate on the 

^branches complaining against lust ; the sparrow cherp* 

ling on the tops of houses, pronde that lust (which he 

I loues) was maintained there : whilst sheepe lay nibling 

I the valleys, to teach men humility ; and goutes 

I climbing vp to the tops of barren moimtaines, browzed 

Lithere vpon weedes and barkes of trees, to shew the 

r misery of ambition: just at that time when lambeswere 

wanton as. yong wiuea, but not lasciuious : when shep- 

t had care to feede their floctes, but not to flieee 

them ; when the larke bad with his musicke calld vp the 
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sun, and the sun with his light, started vp the huabund- 
man : then, euen then, when it was a morning to tempt 
loue to leap from heaucn, and to goe a wenching ; or to 
make wenches leaue their softe beds, to hane greeoe 
gomies geuea them in the fields : Behold on a sudden 
the canes, where the most vnraly and boisterous windes 
lay imprisoned, were violently burst open : they being 
got loose, the waters roard with feare of that insur- 
rection ; the element shot out thunder in disdayne of 
their threatning : the sturdiest ookes were then glad 
to bow and stand quiuering ; onely the haw-tborne 
and the bryer for their humblenes were out of danger ; 
60 dreadfull a furie lead forth this temi>est, that had 
not the rainebowe beene a water marlte to the world, 
men would hauo looked for a second deluge ; for 
showres came downe so fast as if all clowdes had 
bin distild into water, and would have hid their curled 
heads in the sea, whilst the wanes {in scome to see 
themselues so beaten downe) boylde vp to such heigth 
aa if they meant that all men should swarm in heanen, 
and shippes to aayle in the skie. To make these 
terrors more heanie, the sun pulld in his head, and 
durat not be scene, darknes then in triumph spred 
her pitchie wings, and lay vpon all the earth : the 
blacknes of night was doubled vpon high noone : beasts 
(beeing not wont to beholde such sightes,) bellowed 
and were mad : women ran out of their wits, children 
into their mothers Incomes : men were amazed and 
hald vp their hands to heauen, yet were verilie per- 
swaded that heauen was consumde to notliing, because 
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f could not see it: but to put tiiem out of that 
, loue threwe downe his forked dartes of light- 
so thicklj, that simple fellowes swore there could 
o more flre left in heanen : so that the world shewd 
i8 if it had bin halfe drowning, and halfe burning : the 
waters etriuing to banc victory ouer the flames, and 
they sweating as fast to drink drie the water*. To 
conclude, this tragedie was so long a playing, and was 
BO dismall, the ecene waa so turbulent and was so 
affiighting : this battoile of elements, bred such another 
as, (that not to bee ashamde to borrow tJie wordea 
a English spirit.) 

Dill QOl God say, 
Another fiat, it had o'ere been daj. 

f The storme beeing at rest, what buying vp of 
s there to see if the weather-casters had 
IftTd the doctors to a haire, and told this terrible 
ase of nature right or no : but there could be found 
I such matter : the celestiall bodies for any thing 
w-catehers knew, were in very good health: the 
e aignes were not beaten downe from any of the 
j in heauen : the sun lookt with as cherry cheekes 
r he did; the moone with as plump a face: it 
nld not be found by all the figures which their 
piostieations cast vp their accounts by, that' any 
I heauy reckoning was due to the wickednes of 
I world : whervpon all men stood staring one in 
anothers face, not knowing how to tume this hard 
matter into good English. At length the gun-pi)wder 
w;a8 smelt out, and the irayne disconered. It was 
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knowne for certain, that (tho there wa« no plate lost) 
there was coniuriog abroad, and therefore that was 
tho dambtl diuell in the vault that digd vp aU this 
mischiefe. But wherabouts, think you, was thia cou- 
iuring ? Mary it goes for currant all ouer Powles 
church-yani (and I hope there cornea no Hea} that this 
coniuring was about a knight. It was not (let me 
tell you) a knight of worship, or a knight that goes by 
water, or rides by land to Westminster: bnl it was 
a Weatminster-hall knight, a swearing knight, or (not 
to allow him that honor, for hee is no true knight that 
cannot swcare) this was a knight forsworae, a poore 
knight, a perinrde kniglit. a knight of the post. This 
yeoman of both counters had long agoe bin sent with 
a letter to the DeuiU, but no answere could euer be 
heard off: so that aome mad fellowes layd their heads 
together, and swore to fetch him from Hell with a 
vengeance, and for that cause kept they this coniuring. 
The occasion of Bending the letter grew thua : the 
temple of the Muses {for want of looking to) falling to 
decay, and many (that seemd to hate barbarlsme and 
jgnorauce) being desirous to set workmen about it 
and to repaire it, but hauing other buildings of their 
owne in hand, rtterly gaue it ouer. A common 
councell wofi thertbi-e call'd of aU those that liu'de by 
their witts, and such as were of the liuery of learning, 
amongst whom, it was found necessarie, (sithencB 
those that had mony enough were loath to port from 
it,) that to ease tlie priuate pui'se, a generall subsidy 
* it were, should be leuyed through all the worWe, 
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izing of such a competent eumine aa might 
maintoine tbe saiilt; ulmes-bouee of the Nine Systera, in 
good fashion, and keepe it from falling. The collectors 
of tiiis money labourde till they swette, but the haruest 
rauld not come in, nothing could bee gathered. Grcn- 
rote by their faloud, and by the tombs of 
r aneeetors they would not lay out a peny : they 
had nothing to doe (they said) with the Muses, they were 
meerc straugcrstothem, and why sliould they be assessed 
to paye any thing towards the reliefe of such lazy com- 
? there was no wit in it. A number of noble 
n were of the same opinion. Aa for lawyers, they 
re was no statute in anie kings time could 
compel! them to disburse ; and besides they were 
euery day purchasing themseluea, so tliat it were folly 

Klooke for any mony from them. Soldiers swore by 
ur armea (which were most lamentabUe out at 
lowes) that they would be glad of mony to buy 
}uant: peace, they said, had made tliem beggers, 
d suffered them almost to starue in her atreetes, 
t some of them went vpon lame wodden legs because 
tiieir country might goe sound and vpright vpon their 
own : they (pore wretches) wanted action, and yel had 
a number of actions against them, yea and were ebbed 
1 lowe that captens gaue oner their charges and 
1 lead by serieants, no siluer therefore could be 
loyndc out of tliem. Schollers could haue found 
1 their hearts to haue made mony of their hookes, 
comer caps, and bedding, to haue payde 
n'c towai'ds IhiH worke of charitie, but men 
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Leld all that was theirs (howe good soeuer,) ii 
vile contempt, that not euen those who vpon i 
pawue will lend money to the Diuell, (1 meane brokers) 
would to them part with any eoyne, vpon any interest, 
so muth did they linte the poore wenches and thdj 
followers. 

This matter beemg openly complainde vpon at fliS , 
parliament of the Gods, it was there presently enacted 
that ApoUo (out of whose brayne wisemen come into 
the world) shuld with all speed descend, and preuent 
this mischiefe : least sacred knowledge, having her 
intellectuall soule banished from the earth, hauing 
no house to dwel in there, the earth should (as of 
necessity it would) tiime into the first Chaos, and men 
into gyanta, to fight ^aine with the Gods. Mercury 
likewise, for the same purpose, was forthwith sent 
from the whole synode as embassadour to Plutus 
(who is money maiater of those Lowe Countreyes of 
Lymbo) to perswade him, by dl the eloquence that 
Hermes could vse, that gold might be sufired to haue 
a little more liberty: and that schollers, for want of 
his sweete and royall company, might not be driuen 
to walk LQ thread-bare cloakes, to the dishonor of 
learning ; nor goe all theur life time with a lanthome 
and candle to find the philosophers stone (out of which 
they are able if they could bit it, to strike such sparks 
of gold that all the world should be the warmer for 
it, nay to hegger the judges) yet, in the end, -to die 
arrant beggers themselues. For you must vnderstand, 
duU tho the Muses are held of uo reckoning here rpon 
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I, bnt are set below the s&lt, when asses s 



t thii 






the table, yet are they borne of a 
heanenlie race, and are most welcome guests euen to 
the banquets of the Gods. 

The diuine singer (Apolio) according to the decree 
of the coeleatiall vpper house, is now alius come vpon 
earth : the foiintainea of science flowe (by hia influence} 
and swell to the brim : baye trees to make garlandes 
for learning are newe set, and alreadie are greene, 
the Muses huue fresh cullours in their cheekes ; thfor 
temple is promised to be made more faire: there ia 
good hope that ignorance shall do longer weare sattin. 
for all thia, Mercury, with all his coniuring, 
yp the yeliowe spirit of gold out of Hell 
perfectly as was expected ; he puts vp his bright 
liable face aboue ground, and shrincks it downe 
con catche hitn by the lockes. Which 
world taking note of, a mad Greeke 
lat bad drunk of the holy water, and was full of the 
diuine fuiie, taking a deep bowle of the Heiliconian 
liquor in his hands, did in a brauery write a suppli- 
cation in the behalfe of gold fur his enlargement, 
vowing that he would spend all hia blond into yncke, 
and his braines to cotton, but be would haue an 
■ere, and not, according to the manner of suiters, 
borne off with delayes. 
The petition being ingroaaed, he thought none 
could run faster to hell, nor be sooner let in there, 
then either a pander, a broker, or a knight of the 
made choice therfore of the last, because 
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of his name, mid sent it by liim, who belike liauing 
much to doc with the Diuell, could uot of u loug time 
be heard of, and for that cause was all that coniuring, 
which I spoke of before. 

Wherevpon (entring into conaideration what shifts 
and shapes men run into, what basenea they put on, 
througli what dangers they venture, how much of 
their fames, their conscience, their liues, yea of their 
houses, they will laye out to purchase that piece of 
heavenly earth, golde,) the strange magick of it 
draue me straight into a strange admiration. I per- 
ceiu'de it to be a witchcraft beyond mana power to 
contend with : a torrent whose winding creekes were 
not with safety to be seareht out : a poyson that had 
a thousand contrarie workings on a thousand bodies: 
for it tumes those that keepe it prisoner in chests, 
• into slaues, and idolaters ; they make it their god and 
worship it; and yet euen those that become such 
slaues vnto it doth it moke soueraine commanders 
ouer a world of people : some for the loue of it would 
pluck downe heauen, others to ouertake it runne quick 
to hell. But (alas) if a good head hammer out these 
irons with skill, they are not so bard : it is not so 
monstrous a birth to see gold create men so deformed: 
foi' this strompet the world hath tricks as wanton as 
these : he that euery night lyes by the sides of one 
fairer then Vulcans wife hath been taken the next morn- 
ing in the aheetea of a blackamore : nay euen in those 
currants that run fullest of ceremony theres a flowing 
ouer of api^nes and lolly : for (like riders of great 
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is) all our courses are but figures of eight ; the 
le giddie circle ia but a falling into a worse, 
and that to which on this day we allow a religious 
obseraance to morrowe doe we make the selfe-eame- 
thiDg ridiculous. For you see at the end of great 
battailes wee fall to burie the dead ; and at lie end of 
burialls wee sit downe to banquets : when banquets 
baue beene playd about, driuldng is the next weapon ; 
from the fire of di-ijiking flames out quarrell ; quarrell 
hreakes forth into fighting, and the streame of fighting 

This forrest of man and beast (the world) beeing then 
so wilde, and the most perfect circles of it drawne so 
irregualler awrye, it can be no great auwcines in mc, 
if, snatching the contables staffe out of his liand, I take 
vpon race to make a busie priuy search in the suburbs 
of SatLau for the supplication -caryer, and to publish 
the answer to the world that should come with liim. 
Into the wliich troublesome sea I am the more desper- 
ately bold to lanch forth, and to hoyst vp the ftill 
Bailee of my inuention, because (as rumor goes gossiping 
vp and downe) great wagers were laid in the worlde, &c. 
that when the supplication wiis sent it would not be 
receiued, or if receiued, it would not be read over, or if 
reade ouer, it would not be answered ; for Mammon 
beeing the God of no beggers, but burgomasters and 
rich corraoranta, was worse thought of then he deserued. 
Suery man that did hut pass through Pauls church- 
yard, and had but a glance at the title of the petition, 
ue betted ten to iiue that the Diuetl would 
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hardly, (like a lawyer in a buay terme) be spoken witli, 
because his i^Lient had not a penny to pay teea, but 
sned ta J'orma pauperis. 
J. .. .. Had it bene a challenge, it ia cleare he 

ihf besi would haue answered it ; for hee was the first 
rerjapiio '^"^ ^^P*- ^ fence achoole, when Cayn was 
qiiBireli. aliue, and taught him that embrocado by 
which he kild his brother ; since which time, he hath 
made ten thousand tree schnUera as cunning aa Cayn. 
At Bword and buckler, little Dauy was nobody to 
him, and as for mpier and dagger, llie Giermane may 
be his ioumeyman. Mary, the question is, in which 
of the playhouses he would have performed his prize, 
if it had growne to blowes, and whether, the money 
being gathered, hee would haue cozende the fencers 
or the fencers him, becauae Hell beeing vndcr euerie 
one of their stages, the players (if they had owed 
him a spight) might with a false trap-dore haue slipt 
him down, and there haue kept him as a laughing 
stock to all their yawning spectators. Or had his 
Infemalship ben arrested to any action how great 
soeuer, all the lawe in Westminster hall could not 
haue kept him from appearing to it (for the Diuell 
scomes to be nonsuited) he would haue answered that 
He eon set too. But the mischiefe would haue beene 
pW ibr "'^^'■^ should be haue got anie that would 
him- haue pleaded for liim ? who could have endured 

to see such a damnable cliant euery morning in his 
chamber? what watevman (for double his 
fare) would haue landed bim at the Temple, 
but rather have strucke in at White Fryers, 
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1 left him there nahore with a poxe to himV Tusti: 

there was no such matter ; the streame hee was to ent«r 

inlo was not so daungernuH, this coyner of light angela 

knewe weL enough how the exchaunge went, he had 

hut bare worda lent Tuto him, and to pay bare wordea 

agMoe (though with some interest) it could be no losse. 

He resolued therefore to anawere hia humble orator: 

but being himaelfe not brought vp to learning (for the 

diuell can neither write nor reads) yet he has ben at 

e Tniueraities in Christendom, and throwne damn - 

! heresies (like bones for dogges lo gnaw vpon, 

bongst the doctors themseiues ;) but hauing no skill 

is owne Uorne-booke, it troubled his mind 

lere he should get a pen-man fit for his tooth to 

ribble for him, all the seriuenera i'th'towne he had 

J becbe, but they were so set a worke ^ . 
nth making bonda betweene vsurerera and are » M! 
Phthrifty heyres, betweene marchants and i|^ dBum 
len, (that to coukcu and vndoe others, himBelfo ^ 
turne bank-rowtes themseluea and defeate meddle 
creditours) and with drawing close conuey- "" 
ances betweene knd-lordes and bawdea, that nowe sit 
no longer vpon the akyrtes of the cittie, but iette vp 
and downe, euen in the doake of the cittie, and giue 
more rent for a house, then the prowdest London 
occupyer of them all, that Don Lucifer waa loath to 
take them from their noueriuts, because in the ende he 
e they were but his factors, and that he should be 
if part-owner in their lading himselfe; lawiers clarks 
■ere so durtied vp to the hammea, with trudging vp 
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aoil downe to get pelfe, and with fishing for gudgeons, 
and ao wTung poore ignorant clyents purses, with ex- 
acting vnreasonable fees, that the paye-maiater of per- 
dition would by no meanes take tlieni from their wide 
lines, and bursten-bellyed strnggling ffs, but stroking 
them vnder the chinnes, call'd them hia white boyea, 
and tolde them he would empty the ynke-pot of some 
others. 

"Whether then marches Monsieur Malefico ? Mary 
to all the wryting schoole-maisters of the towne j he 
tooke them by the fiats, and lik'de their handea exceed- 
ingly (for some of them had ten or twelue seuerall 
handa, and could counterfeit anything); but perceiuing 
by the copies of their countenances, that for all their 
good letters, they writ abominable bad English, and 
that the world would thinke the Diuell a dunce if there 
came false orthographic from him (though there be 
no truth in his budget) away hee gallops from those 
tell-tales (the schoohnaiaters), damning himself to the 
pit of Hell, if any scribbling petition-wryter shoidd 
euer get a good word at liia hands. 

I hearing this, and fearing that the poore suppliant 
should loose his longing, and be sent away with si nihil 
attulerit, resolued to doe that for nothing, which a 
number would not for any mony. 

I fell to my tooles, (pen, ink, and paper) roundlie, 
but the head-warden of the homers (Signor Beco 
Diauolo) aflier hee had cast vp what lay in hia stomack, 
suspecting that I came rather as a spie to betraye him, 
1 as a spirit to runne of his errands, and that I was 
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more likely to haue him to Barber Surgeons Hall, 
there to anntomize him, then to a barbers shop to trimme 
him neately, would hy no means haue the answere go 
forward. Notwithstanding hauing esamined him vpon 
interrogatories, and thereby sifting him to the very 
bran, I swore by Hellicon, (which hee could neuer 
abide) that because fis out of fashion to bring a Diuell 
vpon the stage, he should (spite of his spitting fire and 
brimstone) be a Diiiell in print. Inraged at which, he 
flung away in a fiu-ie, and leapt into Baratiirum, whilst 
I mustred all my wits about niee, to fight against this 
captaine of the damned crewe, and discouer his strata- 
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CHAP, II. 

DOD Lodfera acquaintance aoone U ^t. 
At London or nt Westminster : where not? 

Hells map is dravrn'e, iu which it doth nppcare, 

Where Hell does Ije, and who thej' ore, line there. 



''ONDEB ia the daughter of ignorance ; none hut foolea 
will maruell, how I and this grand sophy of the whoro 
of Babilon came to be ao familiar together, or how we 
met, or howe I knewe where to find him, or what 
charmes I carried about mee whil'st I talkt with him, 
or where (if one had occasion to vse hia diuellahip) a 
i(M»ter might fetch him with a. wet finger. 
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Tush, these are silly inquisitions ; bie acquaintnnce 
The Diueib is more cheape, then a eommon fidlers ; his 
tea euous. iQf(gj[,g jg more knowne then an English 
bawdea, a luidwine?, or a phisitlone ; and his walkes 
more open to all nations, then those vpon the Exchange, 
where at euery step a man is put in mind of Babcll, 
there is such a confusion of languages. For in tlie 
terme time, my Caualliero Comuto runs sweating vp 
and downe between Temple Barre and Westminster 
Hall, in the hahite of a. knight errant, a swearing 
knight, or a kuiglit of the poste. All the vacntion 
you may either meet him at the dyeing ordlnaryes, 
like a, captains, at cockpits, like a young countrcy 
gentlemen ; or else at bowling-alleys in a flat cap, like 
a shop keeper: euery market day you may take him 
in Cheap-side, poorely attyrde like an Ingrosser, and 
in the afternoones, in the two-peny-roomea of a play- 
house, like a puny, seated cheek hy iowle with a punke. 
In the hcate of sommer hee commonlie tumes intelli- 
gencer, and carries tales betweene the arch-duke and 
the graue. In the depth of winter, he sits tipling 
with the Flemmings in their townes of garrison. 

Hauing therefore (as chamber-maidea tsq to doe for 
their ladies faces ouer night) make ready my cullors, 
the peneell being in my hand, my carde lined, my 
needle (that capers ouer two and tliirty poiotes of the 
compas) toucht to the quicke, east, west, north, and 
BOUtb, the foure trumpettera of the worlde, that neuer 
blowe themseluefl out of breath, like foure dropaie 
Dutch captaines standing centinella in their quarters, I 
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I ingenuously and boldely giue j-ou the map of a 
country that lyee lower then the 17. valleys of Belgia, 
yea lower than the oole-pits of Newe castle, is I'arre 
more darke, farre more dreadfull, and fuller of knauerie, 
then the colliers of those fire-workes are. 

The name of this stranngc countrey is Dwohptiun 
Hell; in diacouery of which, the quality of "f Heii. 
the kingdom, the condition of the prince, the estate of 
the people, the troffique thither, (marie no tranaporting 
of goods from thence) shall be painted to the life. It is 
an empire that lyes viider the torrid zone, and by that 
raeftnea is hotter at Christmas then t'ia in Spaine or 
France (which are counted plaguy hotte countreyea) 
at Midsommer, or in England when the dogge-dmes 
bite sorest : for to saie truth (because t'is sinne to belye 
the Diuell) the vniuersall region is built alt<^elher 
vppon stoiiea and hott^-houses ; you cannot set foote 
into it but you haue &Jieri facias aeru'de rpon you ; 
for like the glaase-house furnace in Blacke-friera, the 
bone-firea that are kept there neuer goe out, insomuch 
that all the inhabitants are almost broyld like carhona- 
does with the sweatting sicknes ; but the best is, (or 
rather the worst) none of them die on't. 

And Biicb dangerous hot shottes arc all tlie women 
there, that whoaoeuer meddles with aine of them is sure 
to be burnt. It stands farther off then the Indies ; yet, 
to see the wonderful! power of navigation, if you haue 
but a side-winde, you may saile sooner thither than a 
married man can vpon St. Lukes day to Cuckolds 
hauen from St. Katherins, which vpon sound expe- 
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rience, anil fay tLe opinion of many good luaiTinera, 
may be done in lesse tban halfe an liower. K you 
treuell by land to it, the wayes are delicate, euen, 
spatiouB, and very faire, but toward the ende very 
fuwle: thepatliea are beaten more bare then the liuings 
of Church-men, Ton neuer tume wben you are 
trauelling thither, but keepe altogether on the left 
hand, 80 that you cannot lose your self'e yulesse you 
desperately doe it of purpose. 

The miles are not halfe so long aa those Itetweene 
Colchester and Ipswich in England, nor a quarter ho 
durty in the wrath of Winter, as your French miles 
are at the fall of the leaie. 

Some say it is an Hand, embrac'de about with cer- 
taine 'riuers called the waters of Sorrowe, Othera 
proue by iofallihle demonstration that t'is a continent, 
but so little beholding to Heauen that the aunne neuer 
comes amongst them. 

y^ p Howe so euer it be, this is certaine, that 

»oiu Bra t'is exceeding rich ; for all vsnrers, both lewes 
and Christians, al'tei- they haue made away 
their soules for money here, meete with them there 
againe. Tou haue of all trades, of all professions, of all 
states some there ; you haue Popes there as well as 
here: Lords there as well as here: Knights there as 
well aa here : Aldermen there as well as here : Ladies 
there as well as here ; Lawyers there as weU as here : 
Souldicrs marche there by myllions, so doe Citizens, bo 
doe Farmers : very fewe poets can be suffered to line 
there, the Colonell of Coniurers dryues them out of his 
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e because hee feares they'Ie write libells agiunst him : 
yet some pittifull I'eUowea {that haue faces like fire- 
drakes, but wittes colde aa whetstones, and more blunt) 
notFoets indeed, but ballad makers, rub out there, and 
write infernalla. Marrie, players swarme there as they 
doe heere, whose occupation beeing smelt out by the 
CacodtemoD or head Officer of the Countrey to be lucra- 
tive, hee purpoaea tomakevpocompftnieandtobechiefe 
aiiarer himselfe ; dc quibiis suo loco, of whose doings you 
shall heare more by the next carrier. But beerestherais- 
chiefe, you may find the ways thither though you were 
blinder then Superstition; yon maybe set ashore tliere 
for lease then a scullers fare, Any vinteners boye 
that has beene cup-bearer to one of the 7 deadly sinnes 
but halfe his yeeres ; any Marchant of maiden-heade, 
that brings commodities out of Virginia, can direct you 
thither. But neither they, nor the weather beatenst 
cosm (graphic all atarre-catclier of em all, can take his 
oath that it lyea iust vader such an horizon ; whereby 
manie are brought into a Foolea Paradice, by gladlie 
beleeuing that either ther's no such place at all or els 
that t'ia buiit by inchauntment, and stands vpon Fayrie 
ground, by reason such pincliing and nipping is known 
to be there, and that how wcll-faiioured soeuer wee 
depart hence, we are turn'd to changehngs if we tarry 
there but a minute. 

These territories, notwithstanding, of Tartarie, will 
I vndermine and blowe vp to the viewe of all eyes j the 
blacko and dismall ahorea of this Phl«^etouticke Ocean 
1 ken as plainly ns the white (now vnmaidend 
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bresta of our owii Dand). China, Peru, and CartagcDa, 
were neuer so rifled : the winnings of Cales waa no- 
thing to the winning of tliis Ti-oy that's all on fire; 
ihu very howels of theae infernal Antipodes shal be 
ript vp and pull'd out before that great Dego of 
Diuells hifl own face: Nay, since my flag of defiance 
is hung forth, I will yeelde to no truce, but with Buch 
Tamburlaine-like furie march against this great Turke 
and his legions, that Don Beelzebub sliall be ready to 
damme liimselfe and be home-mad i for with the con- 
iuring of my jien, all Hell shall breake loose. 

Assist niee therefore, thou Genius of that ventrous 
but jealous Muaicion of Thrace (Euridice's husband,) 
who, being besotted on his wife, {of which sin none but 
cuckoldes should be guiltie) weut aliue {with hia fiddle 
at's backe) to see if hee could bail her out of that Ada- 
mantine prison ; the fees he was to pay for her were 
jigs and countrey duunces : he paid them : the forfeits, 
if he, put on yellow stockings and look't back vpon 
lier, was ber euerlasting lying there without bayle or 
inayne-prize ; the louing eoxcomb could not choose 
but looke backe, and so lost her, (perhaps hee did it, 
because he would be rid of her.) The morall of which 
is, that if a mao leaue his owne busines and haue an 
eye to hia wiuea dooings, sheele giue him the slip 
though she runne to the Diuell for her labour. Such 
a iourney (sweet Orpheus) am I to vndertake, but 
loue forbid my occasion should be like thine ! for, if 
the Marsball himaelfe should rake Hell for wenches, he 
could not find worse, (no nor so bad) there, i 
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vpou eartL. It were pitie that any woman 
should be danin'i), for she would haus trickes (once in 
a mooDe) to put the Uiuell out of his wits. Thou 
(most cleare throated singing man), with thy harpe, 
(to the twinckling of which inferior apirits skipt like 
goates ouer the Welsh mountaines) hodet priuiledge, 
because thou wertuliddler, tobesawcy, and topaaseand 
repasse through euery roorae and into eueiy nook of the 
Diuella wine-celler. Inspire mee therefore with thy cun- 
ning that carryed thee thither, and thy courage that 
brought thee from thenee, teache mee which way thou 
went'st in, and howe thou acapt'st out, guide me in true 
Angering, that I may strike those tunea which thou 
plaid'st (euery dinner and supper) before that Emperor 
of Lowe Germanie and the brabbling states vuder 
him: Lucifer himselfe danced a Lancashire Horne-pipe 
whil'st thou Wert there. If I can but harpe vppon thy 
string, he shall now, for my pleasure, tickle vp the 
Spanish Pauin. 1 will call vppon no midwiues to help 
me in those throws which, (after my braines are fallen 
in labour) I must suffer, (yet midwiues may be had vp 
at all bowers,) nor vpon any conjurer, (yet coniurera 
thou know'st are fellowe and "fellow -like with Moun- 
sieur Malediction, aa Puncks are, who raise him like- 
wise vp continually in their Cireean Circles) or as 
brokers are, who both day and night studie the blacke 
arte. No, no, (thou M'. of thy musicall companie,) I 
sue to none (but to thee, because of thy prick-song :) 
For Poetrie (like Honeatie and olde SouklJers) goes 
n lame feete vnlessc there be musicke in her. 
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But the beet i^, Facilis descensus Auemi, 
slipping downe a iiill, and you shall fall into the Diuelb 
lappe presently. And that's the reason, (because his 
Sinfulnesse is so double diligent as to be at your 
elbowe with a call, wherein he giues good examples to 
drawers if thej had grace to foUowe his steppes) that 
you swallow downe that newes first, which should be 
Q lost : For you see, at the beginning, the Diuell 
is reodie to open his mouth for an answere before his 
howre is come to be set to the barre. 

Since therefore, a tale of the whole voyage would 
make any liquorish mouth'd news-monger like his 
lippes after it, no mans teeth shall water any longer; 
hee shall haue it ; for a very hriefe cronicle shall be 
gathered of all the memorable ocourrente that pre- 
sented themaelues to the view of our wandring knight 
in bis iorney, the second port of Erra Paters Abnanack, 
whose shooes Platoes cap was not worthie to wipe, 
shall come forth, and without lying, as you calender- 
luongers vse to doe,) tell what weather wee had all the 
way he went, to a drop of raine: wee will not loose 
him, from tlie first minute of his lumping a ship-l>oard 
to the last of his leaping a shore and arriuoU at Tamor 
Chams court, (his good lord and maister) the Diuell. 
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CHAP. UI. 

Bella Po9t tbrough Loodaa rjdea ; by B mad crews 
Heea calld into a Taumie : Id whiuh liew 

They drinke and raile : taoh of them by the Post 
Sends a atmiigo measagi! u> bis I'nthers Gbost. 



! Poat therefore, hauing put up his packet, blowea 
) home aod gallops all the way like a citizen, so 
BOone as euer hee's on horse-back, downe to Billings- 
pite; for he meant, when the tide serude, to angle for 
Mules and some other fresh fish in that goodly fish- 
,foad the Thames, as he passed oner it, in Grauesend- 
bat^e : that was the water-coach he would ride in, 
fiiere he knewe he should meet with some voluntaries 
■that would venture along with Iiira, In this passage 
ihrough the citty, what a number of Lord Mayors, 
Aldemiens, and rich Commoners sonnes and heires 
kept hollowing out at Tauem windows to our knight, 
Knd wafted him to their Gascoigne shores, with their 
Imts only (for they had molten away all their feathers) 
to haue him strike sayle, and come vp to them : he 
Vaild, and did so: tlieir phantastick salutations being 
implemented with much tntreatie (because hee stood 
»ppon thomea) hee was adnaunc'd (in regard of his 
iknighthood) to the vpper end of the hoord; you must 
3 out youp writing tables, and note, by the way. 
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that euery roome of the house was a cag 
wilde fowle, Et crimine ah vno disco omu 
cut vp allj they were hirdea all of a beake, not a wood- 
cocks difference among twenty douzen of them ; euery 
man had before hun a. bale of dice, by hia side a brace 
of pmiks, and in hia fist a neat of bowls. It was 
spring-tide sure, for all were full to the brinunes with 
French, becing tum'd into English, (for they swam vp 
and downe the riuer of Burdeux) signified thus much, 
that dyeing, drinking, and drabbing, (like the three 
seditious lowes in .Teruaaleni,) were the ciuil plagues 
that very vnciuily destroied the sonnes (but not the 
sinnes) of the cittie. 

The bloud of the grape comming vp into their 
cheeks, it was hard to iudge whether they blushed to 
see themselues in such n pickle, or lookt red with anger 
one at another : but the troth is their faces would take 
any dye but a blush-colour, and they were not made of 
the right mettle of courage to be angry, but their wit3 
(like wheeles in Brunswick clocks) being all wound vp 
go farre as they could stretch, were all going, but not 
one going truely. 

For some curst their byrth, some their bringing vp, some 
rayled vpon their owne nation, others vpon strangers. 
At the last, one of these AcoUuti, playing at doublets 
with his pue-fellowe (which they might well doc, being 
almost driuen to their shyrtea,) and hearing vpon what 
theame the rest sung ex tempore, out-draws his pony- 
ard, and stabbing the tables as if he meant to haue 
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ptheart to goe presently (hauing drunk vpsj Dutch,) and 
in vppon the curmudgion his fathers graue : for, 
eayes hee, no man has more vndone me than hee that 
has done most for me ; ile stand too't, it's hetlep to be 
the Bonne of a cobler then of u common councell man : 
if a coblers sonne and heyre run out at hGeles the 
whoreson patch may mend himselfe ; but wee, whoee 
friendes leaue vs well, are like howre-glasses turn'de 
vp, though wee be neuer so full wee neuer leaue run- 
ning till we hane emptied our selues, to make vp the 
luthea of slaues, that for gayne are content to lye 
er va like spaniels, fawning, and i-eceive what falls 
a our superfluity. Who breedes this disease, in our 
ea ? Whores ? No, alack let's doe them right, 
not their fault but our mothers, our ^^.. ^^ 
:ering mothers, who for their labour make finijih 
i to be call'd Cockneys, or, to hit it 
ideed, those golden asses our fathers. 
It is the olde man, it is Adam that layes a curse 
vppon his posteritie. As for my dad, t'is well knowne 
tee had shippes reeling at sea, (the vnlading of which 
myloade nowe, and makes me staggeroa land,) 
lee had ploughes to teare vp dere yeres out of the guts 
the earth i'th countrey ; and yeomena sonnea, north 
luntrey men, fellowes (that might have been yeomen 
the guard for feeding) great boyea with beards, 
rhom he tooke to be prentixes, (mary neuer any ot 
lem bad the grace to be free,) and those lads (like 
ieants) tore out mens thi'oates for him to get money 
the citie ; hee was richer then Midas, but more 
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wretched then an alchumist: bo couetous that in gaj-d- 
ning time, because hee would not be at the cost of a 
loade of earth, hee par'de not his nailea for seuen yeeres 
together, to the intent the duxte that hee filch't vader 
them should serue for that purpose : so that they hung 
ouer Ilia fingers like so many shooing-homefl ; doe but 
imagine how farre euer any man ventred into hell for 
money, and my father went a foote farder by the 
standard; and why did he this, thinke you? he was so 
sparing, that hee would not spend so much time as 
went to the making vp of anotlier childe, so that all 
wasformee; he cozen'd yoimg gentlemen of their land, 
onely for mee, had acres morgag'd to him by wiseacres 
for 3 hundred pounds, payde in hobby-horses, dogges, 
bells, and lute-strings, which, if they had bene sold by 
the drum or at an out-rop, with the crye of No man 
better ? would neuer haue 3delded 50 11. and liiia hee 
did only for mee ; he built a pharos, or rather a bloek- 
honse, beyond the gallows at Wapping, to which the 
blacke fleete of coal-carriers fliat came from Newcastle, 
strooie saile, were brought abed, and discharg'de their 
great bellies there, like whores in hugger-mugger, at 
the common price, witli twelue pence in a chauldem 
ouer and aboue, thereby to make the common-wealth 
blowe hex nayles till they ak'de for colde vnlesse she 
MiscraNp gaue money to sit by his fire, onely for 
nreirhei) ""^^ '- *''*' poore curst him with bell, booke, 

lonnet. gji^ candle, till he lookt blacker with their 

I then if he had bin blasted, but he car'de 
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Kit mee : his houa-keeping was worse tJien i 
mes, a rat could not coinmit a rape vpon llie paring 
a moldy cheeae but he died for't, only for my sake; 
3 leane iade Hungarian would not lay out a penny 
pot of sack for himselfe, though he had eaten stincking 
fresh herring able to poyson a dog, onely for me, be- 
cause his son and heire should drink egges and mueka- 
iae when he lay rotting. 

To conclude, hee made no conscience to run quicke 

3 the Diuel of an errand, so I had sent him. Might 

rt my father haue been hegg'd (thinke you) better then 

■ number of acuruy things tliat are begd ? I am per- 

Waded fooles would be a rich mouopolie if a wise man 

1 hand : would they had begunne with him, 

ame he was a fat one : for had he fild my 

jckets with siluer, and the least comer of my cos- 

mb with wit how to sane that siluer, I might haue 

B cald Tpon by this j whereas now I am ready to 

i vp my cloakc. Had he aet me to grammer- 

±oole, as I aet myselfe to dancing -a choole, instead of 

g carontoes, and making fidlers fat with rumps 

r capons, T had by this time read homilyes and fed 

B»pon tith-pigs of my owne vicaridge ; wbereas now, I 

1 ready to get into the Prodigals seruice and eat 

[oue'a nuts, that's to say acorns with swine. But men 

sest for officers are commonly arrand wood- 

■SDcks for fathers. He that prouides lining for hia 

Kf^d, and ivibs him of learning, turnea him into a 

[.beetle, that fliea from perfumes and sweet odours 

(to feed on a cow-sheard ; all such rich mens darlings 



mre either christeoed by some lefl-handed [iriest, ov els 
bom vndcr a threepoony plunut, and then they'le neuer 
be worth a gront though tbey were left ItwdlordB of 
the Indies. I contesse, when ull my gotdea veines 
were shruuk vp aaiX the bottome of my patrimony came 
within 200. pound of vuraueling, I could, for all that, 
haue been dub'd: but when I §aw how mine vncle 
plaid at chesse, I had no stomack to be knighted. 
Why, sayea the Post? Mary quoth he, because, when 
I prcpar'd to fight a batUille on the chesse-boord, 8 
knight was alwaies better then a pawne : but the vsurer 
mine vncle made it playne that a good pawne nowe 
was better then a knight. 

At this the whole choi'us sumnws mouere cachinnox, 
laught till they grind agen, and caU'd for a fresh gallon ; 
all of them falling on their knees and drawing out 
ailuer and guilt rapiers, the onely monumente that were 
left of hundreds and thousands in pecunijs numeratis, 
swore they woulde drinke vp these in deepe healthea 
to their howling fathers, so they might he sure the 
pledging should choake theni, because they brought 
them into the inne of the world but left them not 
enough to pay theirryotous reckonings at their going out. 

The knight was glad he should carry such welcome 
newes with him, as these, to the clouen-footed syna- 
gogue, and tickled with immoderate ioye to see the 
world runne vpon auch rotten wheeles. Wherevpon, 
pleading the necessity of his departure, he began first 
to run ouer his alphabet of coogeee, and then, with a 
French basilez, elipt out of their company. 
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But they knowing to what eape he was bound, hung 
vpon him, like so many beggers on an almoner, im- 
porting, aud cooiitring him, by the loue ho did owe 
to knight-hood, and armes, and by hia oath, to take vp 
doQD-CBdt ladies whom they had there in their com- 
panyes, and whom they were bound in nature and 
humanity to relieue : that hee wold aignil'y to their 
fathers how course the threed of life fell out to be nowe 
towards the faggo ende; therfore, if any of tliem had 
(in th' dales of hia aboininatioo and idolatry to money) 
hound the spirit of gold by any charmes, in caues, or 
in iron fetters vnder the ground, they should for their 
D Houles quiet, (which questionlesse would whine vp 
d down) if not for the good of theii" children, release 
o set vp their decay'd estates. Or if ther had bin 
such coniuring in their life times, thut tliey wold 
take vp money of the Diuel (thogh they forfeyted their 
bondes) and lay by it for euer; or els get leaue, with a 
keeper, to trie how much they might be trusted for 
among tlieir olde customers vppon earth, thogh within 
two dayes after they proiied bankrupts by proclamation. 
The Post-maiater of Hell plainly told them that if any 
so seditious a fellow as Goldo were cast in prison, 
their fathers would neuer giue their consent to haue 
him ranaom'di because ther's more greedinea among 
them below, then can be in the Hyeland-countreya 
aboue: ho that if all the Lordships in Europ were 
offred in morgue for a quarter their value, not so 
much as 13 pence half-penie can he had from thence, 
^bough B man would hang himaelfe for it ; and as for 
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their fathers walking abroad with keepers, alas they lye 
there rpon such heauy executions, that llicy cannot 
get out for their soules. Hee counsells them therefore 
to drawe arrowes out of another quiuer, for that those 
markes stand out of their reache, the ground of which 
counsel! they all tow to trauerse : some of them 
resoluing to cast out liquorish haita, to catch old, (but 
fleshly) wealthy widJowea, the fire of which sophysti- 
cated loue they make account shal not go out bo long 
as any drops of gold can be diatill'd from thejn : otherH 
sweare to line and dye in a man of warre, though sucli 
kinde of theeuery be more stale then sea-bcefe : the 
rest that haue not the hearts to shead bloud, hauing 
reasonable stockes of wit, meanes to employ em in the 
sinnes of the suburbs, though the pose lyes there as 
deaths legyer: for since man is the docke of time, 
they'le all be tjmes sextena, and set the dyall to what 
howres they list. 

Out vaunt' currer applauded the lots which they 
drew for themselues, and ofired to pay some of the 
tauern items ; but they protesting he should not spend 
a baw-bee, as hee was true knight consedere dttces, 
they sate downe to their wine, and he hasted to the 
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CHAP. mr. 

HvUh post lands at GraneB-end; bceh Dunkirk, France, 
Anil SpBjne: then ^-p to Venice does aduanoe; 

At last hcc cumes to the btuick-Bide of He^: 

Of Charon and his bonic strange newos doth toll. 






By this time ia ho landed at Grauesend, (for they 
whom the Diuell dryues, feele no lead at their Iieeles,) 
iffe camo along with him in the barge was ao 
the weauing, that 'tis too bad to be set out to 
: it was onely luggadge, therefore throwe it ouer- 
From thence hoysting Yp saUe into the maine, 
he strucke in among the Dunkerks, where heo encoim- 
tred such a number of all nations, with the drega of 
all kingdomea' vices dropping vpon them, and bo like 
the hlacke-gentleman his matater, that bee bad almost 
thought himselfe at home, so neere do those that lye 
in garrison there resemble the desperuatoes that fill 
vp Plutoes muster- book e : but his head beating on a 
thousand anuiles, the scolding of the cannon drew him 
speedily from thence : so that creeping vp along by 
the ranke Flemmish shores (like an eues dropper) to 
out what the brabbling was, he onely set 
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narTe, made their couDtrey a pointing stocke to other 
nations, and a miserable anatomie to tfaemselue^. 

The next place he call'd in at was France, 
bcnuB in where the gentlemen, to makes apea of 
^™'™' |i Englishmen, whom they tooke daylie prae- 
auni in ttsing all the foolish tricks of fashions after 
'"^ their Mounsieur-Bhips, with yards insteede of 

leading stauea, mustred all the French taylore together, 
who, by reason they had thin hwre, wore thimbles on 
their beads instead of bamesse caps, euery man being 
armed with his sheercs and pressing iron, which he 
call's there his goose (many of them beeingin France): 
all the croBse-caperei's beeing plac'd in strong rankes, 
and an ezcellent oration cut out and stiteh't together, 
perawading them to sweat out their braines in deuieing 
new cuts, newe French eollers, new French cod-peeces, 
and newe French panes in hononr of Saint Dennys, 
only to make the gyddi-pated Englishman consume his 
reuenewea in wearing the like cloatbes, which on his 
hocke at the least, can shew but like cast sutes, beeing 
the second edition, whil'st the poore French peasant 
iets vp and down, (like a pantaloun) in the olde theed' 
bare cloake of the Eagiishman, so that wee buy fashions 
Pryiie, iho "*" l^fiT^ to feather our pride, and they bor- 
spanjBTd* rowe rags from vs to couer their beggery, 
h(Tii liere. The Spanyard was so busy in touching 
heauen with a launce, that our knight of the burning 
shield eould not get him at so mucli leysure as to eat 
a diah of pilchers with him. Tlie gulfe of Venice hee 
IS shall therefore swallowe a fewo howres of his 
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oliseruation, where hee no sooner seta footing on shore, 
I but he encounters with lust so ciuillj' suted as if it 
I had bene a raarchanta wife : whore-mongera nist, lbs 
there may vtter their commoditiea as law- "f"^ - 
I fallte OS coBtermongers here ; tbey are a onw mm- 
I company as free, and haue as largo priuiledges ^^ £„. 
[ for what they doe as any of the twelve «''»'""'"'■ , 
I companyes in London. In other countreys lecherie 
I is hut a chamber -m ay de : here a great lady: aheo'a 
I a retaylor, and has warrant to seU soules and other 
amall wares vnder the seale of the cittio: damnatioQ 
I has a price set vpon it, and dares goe to lawe for her 
le: for a curtizans action of the case will hold as , 
well as a vaurers plea of debt, for teo'th hundred. If I 
I Bride-weU stood in Venice, a golden key (more easilie | 
then a picklocke) would open all the doores of it: for ' 
leeheiy heere lyes night and day with one of Prides 
daughters (Liberty,) and eofarreie the infection of this 
pestilence spredde, that cuery hoyo there has much 
harlot in his eyes : religion goes all in changeable silkes, 
and weares as manie maskea as she do'es colours: 
churches stand like rocks, to which very fewe approach \ 
for feare of ship-wrack. 

The seuen deadly sinnes are there in as nronkon- 
great authoritie as the seuen Electors in ""*"'*"■ 
Crermany, and women in greater then both : tho Low 
in so much as drunkennesse, which was once jj,^ — e^i 
the Dutch-mana head-ake, is now become ''""■ina. 
the Euglishmana : so ielouzy that at first was whipt I 
out of Hell because she tormented euen Diuels, lies now I 



38 A KNiaHT8 CONIURING. 

euery howre in the Venetians bosom : em 
luan grows thei'e like a beeche tree, for a number ( 
beasts couche TDder his shade : euery gentleman aspires 
rather to be counted great then good, weighing out 
good works by pounds, and good deeds by drams: 
tbeir promisea are Eeues, their performances hoUidayes, 
for they worke hard Tpon the one, and are idle on the 
other. Three tliinges there are dog-cheap, learning, 
poore mens sweat, and oathes ; farmers in that countrey 
arc pettie tyrants, and landlords tyrants ouor those 
farmers ; epicures grow as fat there as in England, for 
you shai] haue a slaue eat more at a meale then ten 
of the guard, and drink more in two daics then all 
Maning-tree does nt a Whitsun-ale. Our rankryder 
of tbe Stj^ian borders seeing how well these pupils 
profited vnder their Italian school-master, and that 
all couutreyea liu'de obedient to the Lueifernn lawes, 
resolu'd to change post-horse no more, but to conclude 
Ilia peregrination : hauing seene fashions, and gotten 
table-talke enough by his trauell. In a few minutes 
therefore is bee eome to the hanck-side of Acheron, 
where you are not bayted at by whole kennels of 
yelping watermen as you are at Westminster- bridge, 
and ready to be tome in peeces to haue two pence 
rowed out of your purse : no, shipwrights there could 
hardlie liue, there's but one boate, and in that one 
Chai-on is the onely ferry man, so that if a Cales knight 
should bawie his heart out, bee cannot get a pwre of 
oares there to doe him grace with " I ply'de your 
worship first," but most be glad to goe with 
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11^ which meanes, though tlie fare be small, (for the 
iratermans wages was at first but a half-peny, then it 
came to a peny, 'tis now mendcci, and is growne to 
three lialfe pence ; for all thinges wax deere in Hell as 
veil us vpon eiirth, by reason t'is so populous) jet the 
gaynea of it are greater in a quarter then ten weBteme 
barges get in a yeere : Dtitcbet ferry comes nothing 

^^K neere it, 

^^^h It is for all the world like Graues-end barge: and 

^^^B &e passengers priuiledged alike, for there's no regard 
of age, of sese, of beauty, of riches, of valor, of learning, 
of greatnes, or of birth : hee that comes in first, sits no 
better then the last. 

Will Sommers glues not Riuhnrd the Third the 
cushions, the Duke of Guyze and the Duke of Shore- 

I ditche haue not the bradth of a beiiche hetweene them, 

^^^L Jane Shore and a gold-smiths wife are no better one 

^^^B then another. 

^^^r Kings and clownes, souldiers and cowards, „ 

church-men and sestons, aldermen and cob- ira, ifgi™- 
lers are all one to Charon : for his naulum "' "''"' ' 
Lucke (the old recorders foote) shall haue as much mat 
as Syr I^uncelot of the Lake: he knowes, Tho water, 
though they had an oar in euery mans boat in """ "' 
the world, yet in his they cannot challenge so cinaiiih ■ 
much as a stretcher: and therefore (though 0™"™!^ 
hee sayles continually with wind and tyde) """■ 
he makes the prowdest of them all to stay his leasure. 
It was a comedy to see what n crowding (as if it bad 
bene at a aewe play) there was vpon the Auheronticque 
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Strond, (bo tliat the poste was faine to tejry bis tume, 
because he could not get neere enough the shore); he 
purpoB'd therefore patiently to wallce vp and downe 
till the coast was cleare, and to note the condition of 
all the passengers. Amongst whom there were cour- 
The pu- tyers, that brought with em whole trnncks 
'™sen. ^f apparell which they bad bought, and Inrge 
pattenta for monopolies wliich they liad heg'd : hiwyers 
laden with leases and with purchua'd lordships, churuh- 
nien so pursy and bo windlesse with bearing three or 
four church liuingB tlial they could ecarce epeake; 
marchants laden with bagg£ of golde, for wbiclk they 
had rob'd their princes custom : achollers with Aristotle 
and Kamus in cloake-bags (as if they ment to puU 
down the Diuel in disputation, being the aubfiUest 
logician, but full of sophistrie): captains, some in 
guilt armour (vnbattred), some in huffe jerkeus plated 
o're witli massy siluer lace, (raiz'd out of the ashes of 
dead pay,) and banckrupt citizens in swarms like 
porlere, sweating basely vnder the burdens of that for 
which other men hail sweat honestly before. All which 
(like binders in a Netherlands towne taken by free- 
bootfirs,) were compelld to throwe downe bag and bag- 
gage before they could haue pasporte to be shipt into 
the Flemmish hoye of Hell. For if eueiy man should 
be suSerd to carry with him out of the world that 
which he took most delight in, it were enough to drown 
him and cast awaje the vessell he goes in ; Charon 
therefore strippes them of all, and leaues them more 
bare then Irish beggers, And glad ihey were (for all 
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r howling} to see themaelues so fleec'd, that for 

r siluer ihey could banc waftage ouer. In there- 

3 they thpimg, some wading vp to the knees, and 

ve young men : they wei-e loth to make too 

inch liaste, swearing they came thither before their 



Some vp to the middles, and those were women, they 
seing young men goe before them, were asham'd not 
i venture farder thao they: Others waded to the 
p^hin, and those were old men; they seeing their gold 
taken from them, were desperate, and would haue 
drown'd ihemselues ; but that Charon, slipping his 
osre vnder their bellies, tost them out of the water 
into his wheny. The boat* is made of no- The ntuffe 
thing but the worm eaten ribs of coffins, t^„,^^ 
. nailed together with the splinters of floshlcsse isni»Se- 

n-bonea dig'd out of graues, being broken in pieces. 
KThe scuJs that he rowes with are made of sextons 

■ Bpades, which bad bin hung vp at the end of some 

reat pkgue ; the bench he sits vpon, a rank of dead 
a souls, the worst of them hauing bin an Emperor 

■ •8 great as Charlemaine : and a huge heape of their 
vlteards scruing for his cushion. The mast of the boat 

me of an yew-tree, whose boughs (instead of 
rosemary) had wont to be wome at burials ; the sayle 
two pattht winding sheetes, wherein a broker and an 
rsurer had bin laid : for their linnen will last longest, 
twcause it comes commonly out of lauendor and is 
keWome worne. 
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niiat mail- The watermon liimselfe is an oldc grisly 
ueruf fcUow fac'd fellow ; a beard filthier then a bakers 

Eho KuUer 

U. matvkin that he sweepes his ouen, which 

hung full of knotted elf-locks, and serues him for a 
swabber in fowie weather to cleose his bulk : a payre 
of eyes staring so wide (by beeing blear'd with the 
wind) as if the lidds were lifted vp with gags to keep 
them open : more salt rewmaticke -water runnes out of 
them then would pickle all the herriugs that shall come 
out of Yarmouth : a payi-e of hands so hard and soal'd 
ouer with durte that passengers thinke hee weares 
gauntlets, aud raoro atinkingly musty are they then the 
fists of night-men, or the fingers of bryberie, which 
are neuer cleane. His breath belches out nothing but 
rotten damps, which lye so tbicke and fuggie on the 
face of the waters that his fare is halfe choak't ere 
they can get to land: the sea-coale furnaces of ten 
brew-houses make not such a smoke, nor the tallowe 
pans of fifteene chaundlers (when they melt) send out 
such a smell. lice's dreadfull in looks, and currish in 
language,yet askindeasaeourtyer wherehe takes. Hee 
jg, sits in all stormes bare headed, for if bee had 

uppareli. a cap he would not put it off to a Pope. A 
gowne gyrt to him (made all of wolues skinnes) tanned, 
(figuring his greedynesse) but wonie out so long that 
it has almost worne away his elbowes. Hee's thicke 
of hearing to them that sue to him, but to those against 
whose wiiles hee's sent for, a fiddler heares not the 
creeking of a windowe sooner. 

As touching the riuer, lookc howe Moore-ditt^e 
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Aewes, when the water is three-quarters out, and by 
Le stomack of it is ouer-Jaden, is readie to fall 
g i so doea that, it atincka almost worse, is 
i poisonous, altogether so muddio, altogether 
nhlacke: in taste very bitter, yet (to those that knowe 
inwe to dietitl these deadly waters) very wholesome. 



CHAP. V. 

The post uul Chtiroti tulke, as Churan run-va, 
He i'ee's Hell's porter, nnd then on hee goes ; 

Sessions in Hell ■ soiiles brought vnto Che biure, 
Amign'd siid iuilg'd, & cnlalogue who the; urc. 



B^BARUN hauing discharged his fraight, the packet- 

ryer (that all this while wayted on the other side,) 

•■wy'de, "a boat, a boat" : liis voice was knowne by the 

lune, and (weary lliough hee were, ) ouer to him comes 

■•our ferry-man. To whom (so soone as euer he was 

Bet) Charon complaines what a bawling there has beene, 

Irvith what fares hee has bene posted, and how, much 

"tugging, (his boat being so twackt) he has split one of 

his oares and broken bis bid-hook, so that he can row 

but lazily til it be mended. And were it not that the 

Boules payes excessiue rent for dwelling in the body, 

es (by the Stygian Lake) hee would not let 

1 passe thus for a trifle, but raise his price : why 

nay not he doc it iia well as puneks and trades-men ? 
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JTerevpon hee brags what a number of gallant fellows 
and goodly wenches went lately ouer with him, whose 
names he has in his booke and could giue him, but 
that they earnestly intrettted not to haue their names 
spred any farther (for their heyres sokes,) because most 
of them were too great in some mens books already. 
The only wonder (says Charon) that these passengers 
driue mee into is to see how straDgely the world is 
altred since Pliito and Proserpina were married : for 
where as, in the olde time, men had wont to come into 
his boats ull slash't, (some with one arme, some with 
Miiceni neuer a leg, and others with headea Uke 
acouitu no- (.[jugg^ jjgft (q their shoulders, and the mouths 
FiiiuBanto of their very wounds gaping bo wide as if 
tris inqiii- '^^y were crying, " a boat, a boat,") now 
ntinnnoo. cootraiy-wise, his fares are none but those 
that are poyson'd by their wiuea for lust, or by their 
hoires for lluitig, or burnt by whores, or reeling into 
Ilell out of tauema ; or if they happen to come bleeding, 
their greatest glorie is a stab vpon the giuing of a lye. 

So that if the three destinies spin no finer threds 
then these, men must eyther (like ^^culupius) be 
made immortall for meere pittie sake, and be sent vp 
to Jupiter, or else the Land of Blaek-amoorea must bee 
made bigger: for the great Lord of Tartarie wil 
shortlie haue no roome for all his retaynera, which 
would be a great dishonour to him, considering hee's 
now the only hous-keeper. 

Ey this time, Charon looking before him (us water- 
men vse to doe) that's to say, behinde hire 
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hard at slioare : wherevppon aeeing hee had sucli 
dooings {that if it helil still) hee must needs take a 
seruant, (and so make a paire of oarea for Pluto) he 
offered great wages to the knight paasant to be his 
ioumey-man: but hee, being onely for the Diuella land 
told him he could not giue ouer hia aeruice, 
hut assuring him hee would euforme hia Mr. (the king 
Erebus,) of all that was spoken, hee payde the boate 
fitting hia knighthood, leapt aahore, and ho parted. 
The wayes are so plaine, and our traueHers on foote 
with them, that hee came sooner to the 
court gate of Auernus then hia fellowe (the wherry- 
mao) could fasten his hooke on the other side of Ache- 
ron: the porter {though he knew him well xhepDnm- 
enough, and fawn'd vppon him,) would not "fHell. 
ilet him passe till hee had his due : for euery officer 
greedy of his fees, as they are here. You 
take if you imagine that Plutoes porter is like one of 
big fellowes that stand like gyonts at lordes gates 
.uing bellyes bumbasted with ate in Iambs- wool 
id with sacks) and cheeks strutting out (like two 
iteballes,) hoeing blowen vp with powder beefe and 
■is: yet hee'a as surly as those key-turners are, but 
little more acuruily : no, no, thia doorekeeper 
iWaytes not to take money of those that passe in to 
iKholde the infcrnall tragedies, neither Iiaa he a lodge 
^to dyne and sup in, but onely a kennell, and executes 
bawling office meerely for victuala : his name is 
fCerberua, but the household call him more properly, 
Black dog of Hell : he has three heads, but no hayre 



K KNIOHTS CONIURIMO. 

vpon them, (the place is too hot to keep liayre on)) for 
instead of hayre they are ail curl'd ouer with snakes, 
which reach from the crownes of his three heads alongst 
the rigde of his back to his very tayle, and that's 
wreathed like a dragons taile : tweiitie couple of hounds 
make not such a damnable noyse when they howle, 
as he does when he barks : his propcrtie is to wag his 
taile when any conies for enterance to the gate, 
and to licke their hands ; but vpon the least offer to 
scape out he leapes at their throates ; sure hee's a mad 
d(^, for wheresoeuer he bites it rankles to the death ; 
his eyes are euer watching, his eares euer listning, bis 
pawes euer catching, his mouthea are gaping : in-so- 
mueh Uiat day and night he lyes howling to be Bent 
to Paris garden, rather then to be vs'de bo like a eorre 
na be is. 

Bribes ill The post, to stop his throat, threwe him 
Hfli- a sop, and wbil'st hee was deuonring of that 

hee passed through the gates. No sooner was he 
entred but he met with thousands of miserable soules, 
pyneond and dragd in chaines to the barre where they 
were to receiue their tryall, with bitter lamentations 
bewayling (all the way as they went) and with lowd 
execrations cursing the bodies with whom they some- 
times frolickly kept company for leading them to those 
impieties, for which they must now (euen to their vtter 
vndoing) deerly fmswer: it was quarter sessions in Hel, 
and though the post-master had bin at many of their 
arraignments, and knew the horrour of the executions, 
yet the veiy sight of the prisoners struck him now into 
an astonishabie amazement. 
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On notwithstanding he goes, with intent to deliuer 

B supplication, but bo busy was Bohomath (the Prince 

of the Dlutila) and such a jjreaae was within tiie court 

and about the barrc, that by no thrusting or ehoul- 

ig could hee get accesse ; the best time for him 

watch his rising at the adioaming of the 

iions, and therefore hee skrewes himselfe by all the 

ioeinuating art ho can into the thickest of the crowd, 

and within reach of the clarke of the peaces Toyce, to 

heare all their inditements. 

The judges are set, {boeing three in num- scasionain 
r) senerc in look, sharp in iuatice, shrill ^'^ 
voyce, vnsubiect [to] passion : the prisoners are souls 
it haue committed treason against their creation : 
are cald to the bar, their number infinit, their 
s DomberlesBe : the jury that must passe s;„ge ,, 
them are their sinnes, who are impa- *'"' '''^" 
I'd out of the seueraJl countries and are sworn to 
id whose conscience is the witnes, who Conaoimee 
the booke of their hues, where all their Amdonce. 
B are written, giuea in dangerous euidence against 
them, the Furies (who stand at the elbow of their 
) ai'6 there ready with stripes to make them 
Tor eyther they are the beadels of Hell that 
'hippe soules in Lucifers Bridewell, or else his exe- 
itionors to put them to worse torments. The indite- 
lents are of scuerall qualities, according to 

Heuemll offences ; some are arraigned for rail indii*- 
ibition in the court ; some for corruption "■""'*- 
the church; some for crueltie in the campe; s< 



48 



A KNIOHTS CONIUBINO. 



for hollo w-hartednee in the (;itiei some for eating men 
aljue in the countrey, euery particular 8oulc has a 
particular sinne at hia heelea to condemne hint, so 
that to pleade not guiltte were folly : to beg for mercy, 
madnesse : for if any sboald doe the one, hee can put 
himselfe vpon none but the Diuel and his angels, and 
they (to make quick worke) giue him his pasport ; if 
do the other, the hands of ten kings vnder their great 
scales will not be taken for his pardon. For though 
Conscience corner U> this court, jioore in attire, diseased 
in his flesh, wretched in his face, heauy in his gate, 
and hoarse in tiia voice, yet carries hee such stings 
within him to torture himselfe if he apeake not troth, 
that euery word is a iudges sentence, and when he has 
spoken, the accursed is suffred neither to plead for 
himselfe, nor to fee any lawier to argue for liim. 
Tha mwrie ^^ "'''^* * lamentable condition therefore 
of a pnso- ataiida the vnhappie prisoner; his inditement 
iarj. is irapleadable, his evidence irrefutable, the 

fact impardonable, the iudge impenitrable, the judge- 
ment formidable, the torments insufferable, the manner 
of them invtterable: he must endure a death without 
dying, tormentes ending with worse beginnings; by bia 
shrikes others shall be affrighted, himselfe afflicted, by 
thousands pointed at, by not one amongst milions pitied, 
hee shall see no good that may help him, what he most 
does lone shall be taken from him, and wiiat hee most 
doth loath shal be powre<l into his bosome. Adde 
herevnto the sayde cogitation of that diamall place to 
which be is condemned, the remembrance of which is 
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almost as dotornus, as tlic puni aliments there 

iturfid. In what colours ahoil T lay cJowne the true*' 

Bhnpe of it ? Assist my inuention. 

Suppose thHt being gloriously attired, delicioaaly- 
feasted, attended on majestically, musicke chansiiig 
thine eare, beautie thine eye, and that in the veiy 
height of al worldly pompe that thought can aspire to, 
thou shouldest be tumbled downe from some high 
goodly pinnacle (builded for thy pleasure) into the 
bottome of a lake, whose ^epth is immeasurable and 
circuit incomprehensible : and that being there, thou 
shouldest in a moment be ringed about with all the 
rourtherers that euer have bin since the first foundatior 
of the world, with all the atheists, all the church- 
robbers, al the incestuous rauishers, and all the pol- 
luted villtkines that ever suckt damnation from tho 
hreast€8 of black impietie ; that the place itsclfe igi 
gloomy, hideous, and inaccessible, pestilent by dampei 
and rotten vapors, haunted with spirits, and pitcht aU. 
ouer with clondes of darkenea so clammy and palpable 
that the eye of the moone is too dull to pierce through 
them, and the fires of the sun too weakc to dissolue 
them: then that a sulphurous stench must stil strike 
into thy nost.hrils; adders and toads be still crawling oa 
thyboaome ; mandrakes and night rauens still shriking 
thine earee; snakes euer sucking at thy breath; and whit 
way soeuer thou turnest, a fire flashing in thine eiea, 3^" 
yeelding no more light than what with a glimse may shew 
others how thou art tormented, or else shew vnto thee the 
tortures of others, and yet the flames to be so deuourijjg 
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in the buraing that should they but glowe vpon moun- 
taines of iron, they were able tomelte them like moun- 
taines of snow. And last of all, that all these horrors 
are not wouen together, to last for yeeres, but for ages 
of worlds, yea for worlds of iiges ; into what gulfe of 
desperate calamity would not the poorest begger now 
tfaiMwe himselfe head-long rather then to tast the least 
drum of thia bitterness, if imagination can giue being 
to a nioro miserable place then this described ? Such 
a one, or no worae then such a one, is that into which 
the guiltie soules are led captiue, after they Iiaue this 
condemnation. 

And what tongue is able to relate the grones and vlu- 
lations of a wretch so distressed ? a hundred pennes of 
Steele would be wome blnnt in the description, and yet 
leauc it vnfintgbed. 



The writ for Gold's pnlargcmcnt now is rend. 
And by tbu Prince of Du-kneas ansnered: 

The Diuoll abroad his PonimendationH sends, 
All traitors are bis sonnes, brokers his ftiondE. 



Let vs therfore, sithence the infemall s 
rejourned and the court breaking vp, aeeke out his 
knightship, who hauing wayted all this while for the 
Diuell, hath by this lime deliucr'd to his paws the sup- 
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I plication abuut Golde, anil ao Maluolio his secretary is 
r reading it to him, hut before he was vp to the midiUe ol' 
I' it, tiie work-maister of witches snatcbed away the paper 
I and thrust it into his bosome in great dioller, rayling at 

■ bis letter carryer, and tlireatning to haue him lasht tiy 
f the Furies for his loytring so long, or eauteria'de with 
Ihotte Irons for a fugitiue. But MephistophUes dia- 
I coursing from point to point what paiiies hee had taken 

■ in the suruey of euery conntrey, and how hee had 
f spent his time there, Serjent 8athan gane him his 

blessing, and to!d him that during hie absence the 
wryter that penn'd the Supplication had ben landed 
by Charon, of whom he willed to enquire witliin what 
L port of their dominion hce had taken vp his lodging: 
I his purpose is to answere euery worde by word of 
1 mouth : yet, because he knowea that at the retume of 
I his Post-ship and walking vpon the Exchange of the 
1 Worlds, (which he charges him to hasten for the good 
f of the Stygian kingdoms, that altogether stands vpon 
' quicke trafficque) they will flutter about him, crying 
what newes ? what newes? what squibs or rather what 
peecGS of ordinance doth the M.Guuner of Gehenna dis- 
chai^e against so sawcie a suitor, that by the artillerie of 
his Secretaries penne hath shaken the walles of his king- 
dome, and made so wide a breache that anie Syr GUes 
may looke into his and his officers dooings: to stop their 
mouthes with something, atop them with this: that 
touching the enlargement of Gold, (which « ji, „- j. 
the first branch of the petition :) so it is, that i 
Flutus his kinsman (being the oneiy setter vp 
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of tempting idoUes) was borne a cripple, but had his eye 
eight as faire as the d»ye, lor hee could seo the faces 
and fashions of all inea in the world in a twinkling. 
At which time, foi" all he went vpon crutches, hee 
made aliifte to wulke abroad with many of his friends ; 
miirrie they wece none but good men. A. poet, or a 
piiilosopher, might then haue sooDer had his company 
than a justice of peace: vertue at that time went in 
J g od cloaths, and vice led vpon beggery. 

^ ™ Almea baskets, honestie, and plaine dealing, 
p had aU the ti-ade^i in their owne handea, bo 
with gocHi tat vnthnfts, theaters, and the rest of their 
" '' a tion, (though it were the greater) were 



tlinde and bome downe, for 
^TtrX to drink in a tanerne wi 
leBdea Uim. they wcrc all jn danger 
enormity Jupiter wisely looking in 
dispersing his giftes amongst non 
thren, strucfce him (eitiiurin anger 



angel 1 durst bee seene 
ith them : wherevpon 
to be famisht : which 
ito, and seeing Plutua 
e but hia honest bre- 
i) Starke blind, 



so tliat euer since hee hath play'do the good fellowe, for 
now euerygull mayleudehimTpand downe like Guy to 
make sports in any drunken asaemblie, now hee regards 
not who thrusts hia handea into hia pockets, nor how 
it is spent, a, foole shall haue hia heart nowe as soone 
as a physition : and an oflse that cannot spell goe laden 
away with double duckets from hie Indian store-hougo, 
when Ibis ITomere, thut hath layne sick seueuteene 
yeeres together of tlie vniuersitie plague, (watching 
and want), only in hope at the last to find some cure, 
shall not for an hundred waight of good Latine n 
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Fa two-penny waight in siluer; liia ignorance (arising 
from his blindenes) is tlie onely cause of this Comedie 
of Errore : so that vntill some qiiack-aoluer or other 
(either by the help of Tower Hill watci', or any other 
I either physical! or chirurgicall meanes) enn picke out 
Itbat pin aaH webbe which is stucke into both his eyes 
B'{and that will very hardly be.) It is irreuocably set 
■downe in the admantine booke of fate that Golde 
l:Bhallbe a perpetuall elaue to elauea, a drudge tofoolea, 
■ iS foole to make woodcocks mery, whils't wise men 
e ; or if at any time he chance to break prison, 
I'snd file for refuge into the chamber of a courtier, to s 
I meere hawking country geutli;mun,toayoung a cures laid 
I student at the lawc, or to any tradn's-mans ^^ S"'^- 
I -eldest Sonne that rides tbrtb to cast vp bis fathers reckon- 
1 fortified tauems, such mighty searclie sliall be 
I made for him, such hue and crie after him, such mis-rule 
I kept vntiU he be smelt out, tliat poore Gold must be glad 
I to get him out of their companie; castles cannot protect 
I him,buthe must be apprehended, and sufTerforit. Nowe 
I as touching the seauen leaued tree of the deadly sinnes, 
I tvhicb in the Supplication are likewise requested to be 
theawen downe, his suite is vnreasonable; for that growes 
I eoranckeineuerymans garden, and theflowers of it wome 
I 80 much in euery womans bosome, till at the 
I last generall autumnian quai'ter of the dread- fmit oil the 
1 full yearc, when whole kingdomes (like scare "* 

t and sap-lesse leauos) must be shaken in pieces by the 
consuming breatli of tire, and all the fruits of the earth 
I lie raked together by the spirit of etormes, and burnt 
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iu one hnap like stubble ; till tbeo, it is imposeibte to 
cleere the oaken forehead of it, or to loppe ofl' any of tbc 
brancbesand let this satisfy itc^hing newes-bunters; for so 
much of mine anawere to the poore fellowes Supplication 
as I raeane to haue publiah't to the world ; what more 
I haue to vttcr shall be in his enrc, because he was 
more busie in his prating then a bai'ber with thee my 
seruaunt about my houshold affaires, and therfore it is 
to be doubtcil hee lurkee in our Cimerian prouinces but 
aa an intelligencer, which if it bo prooued, bee shall 
buy it with his soule : dispatch therefore (my faithfull 
incarnate Diuell!) proclame these thingea to the next 
region aboue vs. 

The Divcll Goe and deliuer my most harty condem- 
commcudiu nations to all those that steal subieets hearts 
tiora. from their soueraigns ; say to all those, they 

shall haue my letters of mart for their pyracie : factious 
guyzards, that lay trains of sedition to blow vp the 
common -wealth, I hug them as my children: to all those 
churchmen that bind themselues together in schismes, 
bke buudlea of thornes, only to pnek tlie sides of reli- 
gion till her heart bleede, I will glue them new orders. 
To all those that vntyie their neighbours houses, that 
whil'st storms are beating them out, they them- 
selues may enter in, bestowe vpon such officers of mine 
a thousand condemnations from their maister, tho they 
be sitting at king Arthur's table : when thou doest thy 
mess^e, they shall haue tenements oi' me for nothiug 
in Hell. 

In briefe, tell all the brokers in Long-Lane, Houna' 
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ditch, or else wber, with all the reat of tbeir colleagued 
suburbians that deale vppon ouerwome commodities, 
and whose soulea are to ys impawned, that they lye 
safe enough and that no cheater can hook them out of 
our hands; bid them sweate and sweare in their voca- 
tion, (as they doe hourelj;) if thou, beeing a knight of 
the post, canst not helpe them to outhes that may 
make them get the Diuell and all, they haue a sound 
carde on tlieir sides, for I myselfe will. Abi in malum, 
goe and minde thy businesse. 



CHAP. VU. 

K vsurer dcacrib^de : Ms going dowoe lo Hf^ ; 

The post to him it strange diacourse doth teil : 
Hee teaches Mm the wayij, und docth discouor 

What rivBTa the depajlfd aoules goe oner. 



lIlS warrant beeing thus sign'de, the lues- Thrpic'inre 
senger departs, but before hee oould get to 
tbevttermost ferric, he met with an old, leane, meagre 
fellowe, whose eyes was sunke so deepe into his head 
as if they had beene set in backward, his haire was 
thinner then bis cheeekee, and his cheekes so much 
worne away that, when he spake, his tongue smoak'f, 
and that was burn't blaeke with his hote imd valiant 
breath, was scene to mooue too and fro so plainely, 
that a wise maD might haue taken it for the snutfe of 
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a caudle ia a Muacouie lant-horne, Aie barber sui^ona 
lifid beg'il the body of a man at a sessions to make an 
anatomie, and that tinatoniy tiiis wretched creature 
begged of them to make bim a body. Cliai'on had but 
newley landed bim : jet it seem'd be stood 
reragei inio ia pittyfull feoT, for his eyes were ne bigger 
'' ' then pinnes heads with blubbring and howl- 

ing, keeping a coile to baut; some body shi;w bim the 
ueai'est way to Hell, which he doubted he had lost ; the 
other puts bim into a pathe that would directlie bring 
him thitlier, but before he bid him farewell our blacke 
knight inquired of him what bee woe : who answered, 
that he was sometimes one that liuod vpon the lechery 
of mettalU, for hee could make one hundred pound 
be great with child and be delivered with another in 
a very short time ; hia mony (like pigione) laid euery 
month, be had bin in vpright tearmea an vsurer : and 
vnderstanding that he fel into the hands of the Hell-' 
post, be offered him after a penny a mile between that 
and the townes end bee was going too, so he would be 
bia guide- 

Whicb moDy, when the watermen came to rifle 
hiui, he swallowed downe and rakte fur it afterwards, 
because hee knewe not what ueede hee should haue, 
the waies being damnable: but the goer of the Diueb 
errands told him, if he would allow him pursiuanta 
fees, he durst not eame them j he would doe bim any 
knights seruice, but to play the good angells part and 
guide him, he must pardon him. Doctor Diues request 
biffl (in a whining accent) to tell him if there were any 
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rich n 



1 Hell, 1 



iii if by any base drudgery which 



the Diudl si 

moile in, he shuld scrape any muck togither; whether 
he may act vp h'n trnde in Hel, and wliither there be 
any brokers there, that with picking strawee out of 
puore thateht houses to build aeBtea, whci'e his twolwe 
pences should ingenoei-, might get fethers to his baeke, 
and their owne too. To all which questions the vont 
eurier answers briefly, that he shall meete a number 
there who once went in blacke veluet coats and welted 
gownes, but of brokers, theres a Longer laue in Hell 
than there is in London. Marry for opening shops, 
and to keep a bawdy house for lady Pecunia, Aoc n 
fata Tiegant. If the bayliffe of Barathrum denye that 
priuiledge to those that haue served twice seuen yeeres 
iu the freedome, theres no reason a forrayner should 
taste the fnuour. 

This news tho it went coldly down, yet as those that 
are troubled with the tooth ache enquyre of others 
what the puync is, that haue had them drawn out, and 
think by that means they leaacu their owne ; so it is 
Bomo ease to Syr Timothy Thirtie per centum, to bar- 
ken out the worst that others haue endured: lie desires 
therfore to know how far it is from the earth to Hell? 
and being told that Hel is iust so many miles from 
earth, as eai'th is from Heauen, he stands in a browu 
study, woudring, sitheus the length of the ioumie,B 
were both alilte to him, how it should happen that he 
tooke rather the one path then the other. But then 



uursing himself that e 



1 loue with mony, 
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and. (that whiuh is coutrary to nature) hee euer made 
a crakt Freuch crowno beget an English nngell, he 
roar'dc out, and swore thut gold sure would dambc 
him. For sayes hee, my greediDesse to feed mine 
eye with tliat, made me starue my belly, and liaue 
vndone those for eixe pence that were readie to starue. 
And into such on apoplexie of soule fell I into, with the 
lust of money, that I had no eeuse of other happinesse : 
so that whil'st in my closet I sat numbring ray bags, the 
last houre of ray life was told out, before I could tel 
the first heap of gold; birdhme is the sweat of the oake 
tree, the dung of tlie blackbird falling on that tree, 
tumes into that slimie snare, and in that snare, ie the 
bird herselfe taken. So fares it me ; mouy is but the 
excrement of the earth, in which eouetous wretches 
{like Bwine) rooting continually, eate thorowe the earth 
so long, till at length they eate themseluea into HeU. 
I see therefore, that as harts, being the most cowardly and 
hartlesse creatures, haue also the largest homes, so we, 
that are drudges to heapes of drosse, haue base and leane 
consciences, but the largest damnation. There appeared 
to Tiraotheus, an Athenian, Demotiii vmbra, and that 
gaue him a net to catch cities in, yet for all that he 
died a begger. Sure it was vmbra demoms that taught 
me ttie rule of interest : for in getting that, I haue lost 
the principall (my soule). But I pray you tel me, 
SBiea my setter vp of scriueners, must I be stript thus 
out of all ? Shall ray fox-furd gownes be lockt %'p 
from me ? Must I not haue so much as a shirt vpou 
9cers worse pilling and polling then amongst 
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my countrey men the vsurers, uot a rag of Lnaen about 
me to hide my nakednesse. 

No, sayes the liglit horac-man at Lymbo, no linnen 
is worue hcere, because Done can bee wouen strong 
enough to hold, neither doc any such good Luswiues 
come hither as to make cloath, onely the Destinies are 
allowed to epinne, but theii' yarne serues to make 
Bmockes for Proserpina. You are now as you must 
euer bee ; you ahall neede no eloathes, the aire is so 
extreame hot ; besides, there be no tailors sufferd to 
liue here, because (they as well as players) haue a Hell 
of their owne, (vnder their shopboard) ; and their lye 
their tottered eoules, patcht out with nothing but rags. 
This careere being ended, onr lansquenight of 
Lowe-Germanie was readie to put spurres to hia horse, 
and take leane, because he saw what disease hung vppon 
him, and that hie companion was hui-d at his heeles, 
and was loth to proceede in his ionmey. 

But he, qui nummos admimtur, the pawn-groper, 
clingde about hia knees like a horslcecfa, and coniurde 
him, as euer he pittied a wretch eaten to the bare 
bones by the sacred hunger of gold, that he would 
either bestowe vpon him a short table (such a one as 
is tide to the tayle of most almanacks) chalking out 
the hye-waiee, be they neuer so durtie, and measuring 
the length of all the miles betweene towne and towne, 
to the breath of a huyre, or ii' this geographicall request 
tooke vp too much conceald land to haue it granted, 
that yet (at last'} he would tell him whether he were 
to passe ouer any more riuers, and what the name of 
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tilis filthy |)iiildle waa, ouer whicli liee was lately 
brought hy n. dogged waterman, because sithenee he 
raust runne into the Diuels mouth, hee would runne the 
neereat way, least hee wearied himselfe. 

Of this last request, the lacquy of thia great leuia- 
than promisde he should be maister, but he would not 
bring him to a miles end by land, (they were too many 
to meddle with). You shall vnderatand therefore (s^es 
XhD ri- our wild Irish footeman) that tliia first water 
iicrawbich ^^i)i(^ ig nfn^ pgg^ behind you) is Acheron ; 
paases. it is the water of trouble, and works like a 
sea in a tempest (for indeeile this first is the worst), 
it hath a thousand creekes, a thousand windings and 
tumingB, it vehemently boyles at the bottome (like a 
caldron of molten leade,) when on the top it is smoother 
then a still streame : and vpon great reason is it calde 
Heiwm- the river of molestation, for when the soule of 
J™^ "' man is vpon the point of departing from the 
Uip arai shores of life, and to be ahipt away into ano- 
ther world, she is vest with a conscience, and 
an anxious remembrance of all the parts that euer she 
plaid on the vnruly stage of flic world; she repeats not 
hy roate, but by heart, the iniuriea done to others, and 
indignities wrought against herselfe ; she tumes ouer 
a large volume of accountes, and finde-8 that shees runne 
out in pride, in luates, in riots, in blasphemies, in irre- 
ligion, in wallowing through so many enormous and 
detestable crimes, that to looke back vpon them, (being 
HO infinite,) and vpon her own face (being so fowle,) 
the very thought makes her desperate. She neuer 
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spake, or {lolighted to heare spoken, any hawdie lan- 
guage, but it now rings in her eure; neucr lusted after 
luxuriouG nieutes, but their taste is now vpoa her 
tongue ; neuer fed the sight with any licentious obiect, 
but now they come all into her eye ; euerie wicked 
thought before, is now to her a dagger ; euery wicked 
word e. death j euery wicked act a damnation : if sbee 
scape falling into this ocrean, she is miraculosly saued 
from a shipwracke ; hce must needs ho a churlish but 
a cunning watermen that ateeres in a tempest eo dan- 
gerous : this first river is a bitter water in taste, and 
vneauoury in sent ; but whosoeuor drinks downe but 
halfe a draught of hia remembred former follies, oh it 
cannot chuse but be amaruhntumpocutum; gall is bony 
to it : Acheron like 'n a thicke water; and howe can it 
otherwise choose, being stirred with so many thousand 
fighting perturbations? 

Hauing past ouer this first riuer (as now you are) 
yon shall presently hatie your waie stopt with another; 
its a little cut by land thither, but a tedious and dan- 
gerous voyage by water. 

Lies there a boat redie (quoth my rich lew of Malta) 
take me in so soooe as I cal ? No, sales the other, 

' you must wait your mariners leisure; the same wrang- 
; fellowe that was your first man is 3-our last man ; 
marry you shall lie at euery hauens mouth for a wind, 
til Belzebuhs hale you: for Acheron (after many cir- 
ouragirationa) fab into the Stigian Lake (your second 
r carries that name); it is the water of LoMhJngof 

I loathsomnes, and runnes with a swifter cur- J^^ ^'"""j 
rent then the former ; for when the sonle "«''"' 



A KNIGHTS OONmRIItO. 

nees deaths barge tarrying for hcv, shee begins to be 
sorie for lier ante-acted cuila, and then shees sayling 
ouer Acberon; but wben she drawes the curtaine, and 
lookea narrowly vpon the pictures which her own hand 
drew, and findes them to be vgly, she abhorres her 
own work-manship and makes haste to boyste vp more 
saylea and to bee transported ewiftlie ouer the Stygian 
torrent, whose waters are so reuerend, that the gods 
haue no other oath to swcare by. 

Repmtance The third ryuer is Cocitus, somewhat 
"iimea the ''1^''™^ then both the other, and ia the water 
tliini itiiwr. of repentance, beeing an arme of Styx; 
many haue heere bene east away, and frozen to death, 
when the riuer hath waxen cold, (as oftentimes it doth,) 
ncyther are al! sort«s of soules suffred to saile vpon it, 
for to some (as if the water had sense, aod could not 
brooke an vnworthy burden,) it swells vp into tem- 
pests, and drownes them ; to others more lone cannot 
appeare in dolphins to men, then in that does smoothnes. 
Besides these, there are Phlegeton and 
^flT^e™ Pyriplilegeton that faU in with Cocytus ; 
ovBi &e (burning rivers,) in which ("though they be 
tepenbracc, dreadful] to looke vppon,} are no vtter dan- 
dnuKst^ bi S^""' 'f the ferry-man waft you aafelie ouer 
I* drownd the waters of repentance, otherwise those 
bote liquors will scalde you. 
But what a traytor am I, (to the vndiacouered king- 
domes,) thus to bring to light their dearest treasury ! 
sworne am I to the imperiall state infemall, and what 
dishonour would it bee to my knight-hood, to be found 
forsworne 1 
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Seale vp your lipa therefore I charge you, and diinke 
downe a i'uU bowle of Ihis Lethean water which shall 
wash out of you the remembrance of any tiling I haue 
Epoken : be proude, thou grand-child of Mummon, that 
I haue spent these luinutea vppon thee, for neucr shall 
any breathing mortall man with tortures wring out of 
mee Bo much againe. There lyes your way ; fare well. 

In auch a strange language waa this vltimum vale 
sent forth, that Monsieur Money-monger stood onely 
staring and yawning vpon him, but could speake no 
more; yet at the last (eoniuringyp hia beet spirits,) he, 
onely in a dumb shew, with pittifull action, like a 
player (when hee's out of liia part,) made signes to 
haue a letter deliuered by the carryer of condemoation 
to hia Sonne, (a young reveller, prick't downe lo atanrl 
in the Mercers bookea for next Cliristraasse,) which, in 
a dumbe shewe likewise beeing receyved, they both 
tum'do backe, the vsurer looking aa iiungriiie as if he 
had kist the post. 



CHAP. vni. 

HeUii scullur uid the pursiiiiuit of Heauen, 
Cast mcrj reckonniii^ vp, but growe not cuon 

Till B plttguc falls ; soldiers set out a throaM 
For Cbaron : Epa comes mangled to hia boala. 



At the bandc ende, when Flutoes pursiuant ' 

came to take water, Mercurie, (that runs of 

all the errands betwcjne the gods) hauing bin afm 
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raessfige from Ceres to her daughter Proserpine (the 
queenof lower Aifrica,) finding Charon idle in his boat, 
because (as if it had bene out ol' terme time) no fares 
was stirring, fei to cast yp old reckonings between 
himselfe and the weather beaten sculler, for certsin 
tryfiling money layd out about Charons businesse. So 
that the knight, slipping in like a constable to part a 
fray, was requested to be as arbitrator. 

The first item that stood in his bill, was, 

For naylcB to mend your wherrie, when twoo Dutch- 
men, comming druncic from the Eenishwinehouse, split 
three of the boards with their club flsts, thinking they 
had cal'd for a reckoning : liij. pence. 

Those butter- boxes {sayes Charon) owe me a [leny 
vpon the foote of that account : for I coidd distill out 
of them but onely three poore drops of siluer for the 
royage, and all my losae at sea. Whata nest ? 

It«m, laid out for pitch to trim your boat about the 
middle of the last plague, because she might go tight 
and yare, and do her labour cleanly: xj. pence. 

I am ouer-reekoned that odde penny, qnoth Charon, 
and He neuer yeeld to pay it, but vi et armia, that's to 
say, by lawe, I disburst it (by my caduceus, sayes the 
herald); nay sayes Charon, If thou wilt defile thy con- 
science with a penny-worth of pitch, touch it still : on. 

Item, for glew and whipcord, to roend your broken 
oar: iij.d. 

That's reasonable i yet I haue coryed some in my 
wherie that haue had more whip-cord ginen them for 
Bothing : on. 
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Item laid out for iuniper to perfume tiie boate, wlien 
certain Frenchmen were to go by water: j. ob. 

I, a pox on them, who got by that ? on. 

Item lent to a. company of countrey-playera, being 
nine in number, one sharer, and the rest iotirneymen, 
that witli atrowling were brought to deaths door: xiij. 
d. |j.] ob. vpon their stocke of apparell, to pay for boat 
hyre, becauBo they would trye if they might be suffered 
to play in the Diuela name, which stock ofterwardes 
came into your clawes, and you dealt vpon it: xiij. ob. 

They bad his hand to a warrant (quoth Charon) but 
their ragges served to make me swabbers, because they 
neuer fetcbt it againo, so that belike hee proued a good 
lord and master to them, and they made new perge 
nentiri. Tickle the nest minikin. 

Item, when a cobler of poetiy, called a playe patcher, 
was condemned with his catte to be duckt three times 
in the cueking-atoole of Pyiiphlegeton, (beeing one of 
the scalding riuers,) tiU they both dropt again, because 
he scolded against his betters, and those whom hee 
liued yppon : laid out at that time for straw, to haue 
caried pusse away if she had kittend, to auoyd anie 
oatterwaliing in Hell, j. pennie. 

Mew, they were not both worth a pennie: on. 

Item, for needle and tlireed to darae vp aboue two 
and flftie holes in your sailea, and to a botcher for 
halfe a dayes worke about it : vij, pence. 

That botcher I preferd to be Lucifers tailor, because 
he workes with a hot needle and burnt threede, and 
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that seueti pence he gaiie me for my good will, why 
Ehould not I takt; bribes as well as othera, 1 will clip 
that money and melt it. Not for my bill (aayes the 
herald of the gods) for it went out of my purse ; the 
tayler may pay it backe ngaine, it ia but stealing so 
much the more, or cutting out S. quarters to a garment. 
Nay, Mercuric, you shall filch for vs both, for all the 
gods know you are a notable pick-pocket, as the knight 
of the post here can take his oath ; but wliat is your 
iurama totalis? quoth Charon. Samma ioialis, answeres 
the other, comes to three shillings and a pennie. The 
sculler told him hee was now out of cash, it was a hard 
time, he doubts there ie some secrete bridge made ouer 
to HeU, and that they steale thither in coaches; tor 
eucry iustices wife, and the wife of euery ciltizeu must 
bee iolted now. 

But howsoeuer the market goes, beare with me 
(quoth Charon) till there come another pla^e, or tiU 
you hewc of such another battaile as was at Newport, 
or rill tlie Dunkirks catch a hoy of Hollanders and 
tumble them ouer-boord, or till there he more ciuiU 
wai-s in France, or if Parria gai'den would but fall 
downe againe I should not onely wipe off this olde 
$core, but hope to make mee a new boat. Mercury 
seeing no remedy (tUo he knew well enough he was 
not without mony), tooke his wings, and away went he 
to Olympus. The postca iorney lay nothing neeru that 
path, but, inquiring whetherone Pierce Fennilesse come 
not ouer in liis ferry, and vnderetanding because hee 
could not pay his fare, he was faiue to goe a great 
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way nlwut to EliKium, thither in im Irish gnllnp is our 
swearing kniglit gone. 

Scarce was hee out of kenne, but on the 
other aide of the riuer stoode a companie Eps hi. 
crying nutliietily, "a boat, hey, a boat, hey!" 
and who should they be but a gallant troope of English 
apirits (all mangled) looking like so many old Romans, 
that for ouercomniing death in their manly rcaolutiona, 
were sent away out of the field, crowned with the 
military honour of armes. The foremost of them was 
a personage of so composed a presence, that nature and 
fortune had done him wrong if they had not made 
him a aouldier. In hia countenance there was a kinde 
of indignation fighting with a kind of exalted ioy, 
whieh by his very gesture were apparantly descipher- 
able, for he was iocond that hia soule went out of him 
in so glorious a triumph ; but disdainfully angry that 
die wrought her enlargement through no more daun- 
gers : yet were there bleeding witnesses inow on hia 
breast, which testified he did not yeelde till he was 
conqaered, and was not conquered til! there was left 
notJiing of a man in him to be ouercome. For besides 
thoBO mortui el muti testes, which spake most for him 
when he himselfe was past speaking, (thogh their 
mouthes were stopped with scan'es), he made shift to 
lay downe an oner-plus of life, (when the debt was dis- 
charged at one mortall payment before) onely to shew 
in what abiect account he held deathes tyranny. Cha- 
ron glowringvpon him demanded who he wasj but hee 
skoming to be his owne chronicle, and not suffering 
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any of the rest to execute the office, they all leaped 
iDto the terry. Amongst whome, one that sate out of 
his hearing, but within the reach of the waterman, 
(to ehortea the way) iliscoursed all, thus : 

EngIand{quothbee)gaue him breath; Kent education J 
he was neuer ouex-maistered but by his own affections; 
against whom, whensoeuer he got the victorie, there 
was a whole man in Jiim : he was of the eword, and 
knewe better how to ende quarrels then to beginne 
them: yet was more apt to begin, then other (better 
bearded) were to answer; with which some (that were 
euer bound to the peace) vpbraided him as a blemish. 
His country barring him (for want of action) of that 
which he was borne to inherit, (fame), he went in quest 
of it into the Low Countries, where (by hia deare earn- 
ings) hee bequeathed that to those of his name, which 
nothing but his name seemed to depriue him of in 
England. Ost-end bccing besieged, hee lost one of 
his eyes whilst hee looked ouer the waUes; which first 
storme did rather driue him on to more dangerous ad- 
uentures, though to the hazard euen of a shipwraeke, 
then (like ai'earefuU merchant) to runne his fortunes and 
reputation on ground, for the boysterous threatnings 
of euery idle billow. So this hia resolution set vpon 
hia rest ; to leaue all the i-emainder of hia body to that 
countrey, which had taken from him one of the beat 
iewells of hia life; since it had a peece of him, he would 
not BO dishonor the pkce as to carry away the rest 
broken. Into the field therefore comes he, the fates 
putting both liis eies into one, (of purpose) because he 
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shoald looke vpon none but liis enemies : where, a 
battaile being to be fought, tiie desert aduanced him 
to aduance the colours ; by which dignitie he became 
one of the fairest markes which was then to be shot at, 
and where a great part of that dales glory was to be 
wonne ; for the Regent that followed Iiis ensigne (by 
being hardly set to) giuing ground, and the enemies' 
ambition thirsting after his colours, threw at all in 
hope to winne them. But the destinies (who fought 
on their side) mistooke themselues, and in steede of 
striking the colours out of his hand, smote him : in so 
much that bee waa twice shot, and twice runne through 
the body, yet wold not surrender hia hold for al those 
breaches, but stripping the prize for ivliich Ihey stroue 
off from the staffe that helde it vp, and wrapping his 
dying hodie in it, drewe out his weapon, with which, 
(before his collours could bee called his winding sheete) 
he threwe himselfe into the thickest of danger: where 
after he had elaine a horseman and two others, most 
yaliantlie, bee come off, haFe dead, halfe aliue, bmuely 
deliueriug vp his spirit in the armes of none but hie 
friotides and fellow souldiers. 

So that (as if Fortune had beene iealous of her own 
wauoring,) death, at her intreatie, tooke him away, in 
the noon-tide of a happinesse; lest ante blacke euenings 
ouercasting should spoyle it with alteration. He was 
married to the honour of a fiolde in the morning, and 
died in the armes of it the same day, before it was 
spoyled of the mayden-head: so that it went away 
cbast« and vnblemieliable. To conclude, (father sculler) 



because I sua wee are vp|ion landing, heere is as much 
08 I can apeoke in his praise : lie dyed auncient ia the 
very middest of liis youlL. 

Charon huiu'do and ciyde "well;" aud hauing rid 
hiH boat oi' them, dyrected them to those liappie pi* 
which were alotted out to none but martialista. 



CHAP. IX. 

The Heldcs of ioji- ilescrib'de ; Nunu there must dwell 
But purged suuIks. ami aucb as haue done well : 

Some saldiera thcirij -. Hiid srime tbot dje'd ia loue, 
Poets sit Bingun; in thu bfiye-lree group. 



Whil'st the feny-man was plying hia fares and follow- 
ing his thrift, the wflndring knight, (Syr Dagonet), 
hauing dispatcli't with the Diuell, and vnderstanding 
that hee vpon whose businesse liee went was iust at 
that time WEilking in one of the Elizian gardens, hee 
meant to take that in hia waye. But the infernal! lawes 
burring him from entrance into those sacred palaces, he 
wiifted the other to him, and then related (verbatim) 
hia maiatcrs unswere and resolution : which the euppliant 
receiues (considering he was now where he would be) 
with as fewo words us hee was wont to carry pence in 
his purse. 'Die post liRuiiig ne little to say to him, 
cut onely a eleight oyti rppon all the Elixian courtiers 
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(much like to n disfUinfull pliantasticke French-man 
when he cornea into a atraungo countrey, as though he 
trauelled rathei" to be seen then to obsenie) and vp hee 
leapes vpon one of the DineUs hackneys ; and away he 
rides, to follow his other worldly buaines : about which 
whilst bee is damnably sweating, let mee caiTie you 
into those inmila: fnrtmiattE, ordained to be the ahydings 
for none but blessed soules. 

The walles that incompaase these goodly habitations 
are white aa the forehead of heauen ; they glyster like 
polliaht iuorie, but the stuffe is fyner: high they are, 
like the pillers that vphold the court of loue ; and strong 
ihey are, as towers built by enchauntment ; there is 
but one gate to it at), and tliats of reSned siluer : so 
nurrowe it is, that but one at once con enter : round 
about, weares it a gyrdle of waters, that are sweet, 
redolent, and christallino : tfie leaues of the vine are not 
so pretious, the nectar of the Gods nothing so delicious. 

Walk into the groues, you shall heare al sorts of birds 
melodionsly singing: you shall see swaynes defly piping, 
and virgins chostly dancing. Shepheards there L'uo as 
merOy aa kings, and kings are glad to be companions 
with shepheardes. The widow there complains of no 
wrong : the oi'phan sbeads no tearea, for couetousnes 
citODot Carrie it away with hia Gold, nor crueltie with 
the awaye of greatnesse ; the poore client needs fee no 
lawyer to pleade for him, for theres no iurie to con- 
demns him, nor iudges to astonish him ; there is all 
mirth, without immodeatte : all healtli without base 
abusing of it : all sorts of wines without intemperance ; 
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allricheB without EeOBUoli tie ; all beauty witLout paiat- 
ingi tUUoue without dissimulation. Winter tliere play es 
not the tyrant, neither is the sommers breuth jieetilent: 
for i«pring is all the yere long tricking vp the boughes: 
BO that the trees are cuer flourishing, the fruiles euer 
growing, the flowers euer budding ; yea, eueh tost and 
nuch arte is bestowed vppon the arbours, that the very 
benches (wliereon these blest inhabitants sit) are sweet 
beds of violets : the beds whereon tliey lye baucks of 
in u eke -roses : their pillows hearts are hearts-uaae, 
their alieetes the silken leaucs of wiUow. 

Neither is this a common inne to all trauellers, but 
the very palhice wher happines herself maintwnes her 
court; and none are allowed to followe her, but such as 
ore of merit. Of ull men in tlie world landlords dare 
not (|uurtcr themeelues here, because they are rackera 
of rents : a pettifogger, that has taken brybea, wil be 
dambd ere he come ncere the gutea. A fencer is not 
allow'd to stand within 12 score of the place; no more is 
a vintner, nor a farmer, nor a taylor, vulesse he creep 
through the eye of liis needle : no, and but fewe gen- 
tlttinen vshcrs. Women (for all their subtiltie,) scarce 
uiiQ amongst Hue hundi'ed has her pewe there, especially 
old myd-wiucB, cliamber-maides, and way ting -wenches: 
their dooings ore too well knowne to be let into these 
lodgings. No, no, none civu be free of these liberties 
but such aa liaue consciencea without cracks ; bands not 
(■[KitU'd with vndoannesse ; fecte not wome out with 
walking to mischiefe; and heurtes that neuer were 
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hoUowe. Listen therefore, aod I will td you what 
passengers hauc a licenoe la land vpon theBe shores. 

Toung infanta that dye at the brest, and liaue not 
SDckt of their parents sinnes, are most wclcoia thither 
for their innoceney. Holy singers whose divine an- 
themes haue bound souIcb by their charmes, and whose 
Hubs ore tapers of virgin wo^e set in siluer candle- 
sticks, to guide men out of errors darknes; they knowe 
their places there, and baue them for their integrity. 

Some schollera are admitted into this societie, but 
the number of tliem all is not halte so many as are in 
one of the coUedges of an universitiQ ; and the reason 
is, they eyther kindle firebrands (in the sanctified 
places) by their contention ; or kill the hearts of others 
by their coldnes. 

One field there is amongst all the rest set round 
about with willows, it is coll'd the field of mourning, 
and in this (vpon banoks of flowers that wither away, 
cuen with tlie scorching sigbes of those that sit vppon 
them,) are a band of malecontents : they looke for all 
the world like the mad-folkea in Bedlam, and desire 
(like them) to be alone, and these are forlorn loaers: 
such as pyn'de away to nothing for nothing ; such as 
for the louo of a wanton wench haue gone crying to 
their gi'aues, whilst she in the mean time, went (laugh- 
ing to see such a kinde coxcombe) into anothers bed : 
all the ioye that these poorc fooles feed vpon, is to sit 
singing lamentable ballades to some dolefutl tunes : for 
tbo they haue chang'de tlmii- olde lines, they cannot 

[^ct their yoimg loiics ; they spend their time in 



A KNIGHTS OOKIDRING. 

making of myrtle garlands, and shed so much water 
out of their ejea, that it hath made a prettie little riuer, 
which lies so soaking continually at the ixtota of the 
willow trees, that halfe the leaues of them, are almost 
wasbt into a whitenes. 

There le another piece of ground, where are incamped 
none but soldiers : and of those, not all sortcs of soldiers 
neither, but onely such as haue died noblie in the 
warres : and yet of those, but a certain number too j 
that is to say, sncb that in execution were neuer bloudy: 
in their countries reuenge, seucre, but not cruell : such 
as held death in one Land, and mercy in the other : 
such as neuer rauisht maidens, neuer did abuse no 
widowes, neuer gloried in the massacre of babes : were 
neuer dmnoke of purpose before the battaile began, 
because they would spare none ; nor ai^er the battaile 
did neuer quarrell about pledging the health of bis 
whoare. Of this garrison, there are but a few in pay, 
and therefore they line without mutiny. 

Beyond all these places is there a gi-oue, which stands 
by itselfe like an iland ; for a strcame (that makes mu- 
sicke in the running) claspts it round about like a 
hoope girdle of chriatall: lawrella grew so thicke on all 
the bankes of it, that lightning itseU'e, if it came thither, 
hath no power to pierce through them. It seems 
(without) a desolate and vnfrequented wood, (for those 
within are retyrde into ihemseliies) but from them 
came forth such harmonious sounds that birdes build 
nests onely in the trees there to teach tunes to their 
young ones prettily. This is ctiUed the Groue of Bay 
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trees, and to lliis couBort-romc resort none but the 
diildren of Phosbus, (poets and musitions:) the one 
cjeates the ditty, and giues it the life or number, the 
other lends it voyce and makes it speake musicke. 
When these happy spirits sit asnnder, their bodies are 
like so many starres, and when they ioyne togither in 
seuerall troopes, they shew like so many heauenly con- 
etellations. Full of pleasant bowers and qneint arboures 
is all this walkc. In one of which, old Chaucer, reue- 
rend for prioritie, blythe in cheare, buxsome in hia 
speeches, and benigne in his hnuiour, is circled round 
with all the makers or jjoetH of his time, their hands 
leaning on one anothexa shoulders, and -their eyes fist 
seriously vpon his, whilst their eares are (ill tied to his 
tongue, by the golden ehaiues of hia numbers j for 
here (like Euanders mother) they spalce all ii 
no Atticke eloquence is so sweele : their language ta 
pleasing to the goddes, that they vtter their oracle-s !i 
none other. 

Graue Spencer was no sooner entred into this chaj 
pell of Apollo, but these elder fathers of the diuii 
furie gaue him a lawrer, and sung hia welcome: Chau- 
cer cull'de him his sonne, and plac'de him at his right 
hand. All of them (at u signe giuen by the whole 
quire of the muses that brought him thither,) closing vp 
their lippos in silence, and tuning all their eares fo 
attention, to heare him sing out the rest of his faj 
queenes praises. 

In another companie sat learned Watson, industrioi 
Kyd, ingenious Atchlow. and(thohee had bene aptayi 
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molded ost of their pennes) yet because he had bene 
their louer, and a register to the Muses, inimitable 
Bentley : th«sc were likewise carow^ng to one another 
at the holy well, Eome of them aiiigiag Ffeans to ApoHo, 
Bora of them hymnes to the rest of the goddes, whil'st 
Marlow, Greene, and Peele had got vnder the shades 
of a large vyne, laughing to sec Nash (that was but 
newly come to their colledge,) still haunted with the 
aharpe and eatyricall spirit that followed him heere 
vpon earth : for Nash inueyed bitterly (as he had wont 
to do) against dry-iisted patrons, accusing them of hie 
vntimely death, because if they had giuen his muse 
that cheriahment which shee lacut worthily deserued, 
hee had fed to his dying day on fat capons, burnt sack 
and snger, and not so desperately haue yentur'de his 
life, and shortend Lis dayes by keeping company with 
pickle herrings : the rest ask'thim "what newes in the 
world?" hee told them tlmt barbarisme was now growne 
to bee an epidemiall disease, and more common then 
the tooth-ache : being demaunded how poets and players 
agreed now ; troth sayea hee, as phisitions and patients 
agree ; for the patient loues his doctor no longer then 
till hee get his health, and the player loues a poet so 
long as the sickncsse lyoa in the two-penie gallery ; when 
none will come into it : nay {sayes he) into so lowe 
a miserie (if not contempt,) is the sacred art of poesie 
falne, that tho a wryter (who is worthy to sit at the 
'able of the Sunne.) wast his braines to eame applause 
xa the more worthie spirits, jxt when he has done his 
St he workes but like Ocnus, that makes ropes in 
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Hell ; for as hee twists, an asse stands by and bites 
them in sunder, and that asse is no other than the 
audience with hard hands. He had no sooner spoken 
this, but in comes Chettle sweating and blowing, by 
reason of his fatnes ; to welcome whom, because hee 
was of olde acquaintance, all rose vp, and fell pre- 
sentlie on their knees, to drinck a health to all the 
louers of Hellicon : in dooing which, they made such a 
mad noyse, that all this coniuring which is past, 
(beeing but a dreame,) I suddenlie started vp, and am 
now awake. 



FIMIS 



NOTES. 



The Dedication to this tract exposes the common practice of 
the time in obtaining money from those who did not object 
to figure in the fore-fronts of ephemeral publications. 

" To the Reader" 1. 10, — " a hrowne bill." A sort of pike with 
a hooked point. They were anciently the weapons of the 
English foot-soldiers, and were afterwards used by watch- 
men. 

P. 9, 1. 29, — " At length the gunpowder was smelt out, and the 
trayne discouered." Is there an allusion here to the dis- 
covery of the gunpowder plot ? 

P. 10, 1. 13, — " knight of the post'' A cant term, signifying 
a hireling evidence, or a person hired to give false bail in 
case of arrest. The knight of the post to whom Pierce 
Pennilesse entrusted his Supplication, describes himself 
to be "a fellow that wil sweare you any thing for twelue 
pence, but indeed I am a spirit in nature and essence, 
that take vpon me this humane shape onely to set men 
together by the eares, and send soules by millions to hell." 
— Pierce Pennilesse, &c. sig. b, ed. 1595. 

P. 11,1. 29, — " comer caps." The same as are still worn in our 
universities. In The Retume of the Knight of the Poste, 
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1606, tiieheio, describbg his TU 

" I am sometinies an a.ttiuaej, 

often a panator ; I bane wome a banisters gowiw, 

when neede reqiures a eomenU eappe.' — Sig. c, 3 n 



r«y J 

and I 



P. 12, 1. li),—" L-fBtbo;' 



^ beU- 



P. 13. 1. ],—"«( bfl9w lAf mIc' The salt-cellars of our an- 
cestors, which were of puitlj size, served as biiimdaries, 
bT which the different qualities of their guests were 
divided. To be placed belmr the salt was a mark of in- 
feriority. Anthony Xixnn, in his Sirmiffe Fool-Pott irilh 
a ParlietfuU of Strange PetUiotu, 1613, has the fallow- 
ing passage, describing the miseries of a poor schular: 
" Xow for his fare, it is lightly at the chee&st table, but 
he mnst si under the salt, that is an asiome in such 
places: then having drawne his knife leisurahly, imfoidded 
his napkin manneTl;, after twice or thrice wiping his 
beard, if he have it, he may reach the bread on his 
knife's point, and fall to his porridge, and betweene every 
spooncful take as much deliberation as a capon cramiiig, 
lest he be out of his porridge before they have buried put 
of the first course in theit bellyes." — Sig. f 5. 



15, 1.22, — "■ yreat uajfrs tnere laid in the uiurlde,' &c. 
Dekier's AWi from Hell, which was afterwards altered 
uiid extended by its author, under the title of A KnighU 
Coniuriiig (vide lotroductjoii), coniinenees with this pas- 
sage. 

P. 15, I. 28, — '' Euery man thai did but paa through PauU 
churchward," &c. The locality of SL Paul's was as 
Junius in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries for 
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Imokaellers' shops Bs it ia st ihe present lime. One edition, 
if not more, a( Pierce Pivnilessevias " Prinltd forNicholnn 
Ling, snii are to lie snlil at bis shop at the nnrihwest 
rfom-Fo/ S. Pimtex, 1535." 

16, 1. 10, — " At suvri] anil buckler little Davy was nobody 
1.0 kirn," This may lie the same " little Davy" alluded \a 
by Ben Jonsiiii : " Hee bos ne're a sword and huukler 
man in his fayre, nor a filth Daw/ to take toll o' the 
bawds tiere, rb in my time." — Sarlholnmar Fayre. t /n- 
duetinn.) 

I P. 16, 1. II, — " f"r mpiernnii dagger Ike Germanf may be hil 
lOMrneyiHon." This person seems to have been "amastei 
offence," or common challenger. DeWier alludes to him 
in the Owk'i Almannvie, I6lfl: "Since the German 
fencer cudgelled most of our English fencem now about 
fl monelhs past." — ^p. 6. And again in The Senen dendli/ 
Sinnes af Lrnidnn, IliOB: "I wimM fnine see a prize set 
up, that the welled usurer and the politich haubnipt 
might rayle one against anothw for it. it would beget 
a riming comedy: the ehallmt/e nf the Oennayne against 
all the masters oF the noble science, would not bring in 
a quarter of the money."— p. 10. Other allusions to him 
may be found in Beaumont and Fletcher's Knight nf Ihr 
Burninj/ Peillc; Wnrkt, vol. i. p. 615, ed. Webar; in 
Shirley's Oppm-lttmfi/,— Wnria, vol. iii. p. 407, ed. Gif- 
ford ; and in Middlelnn's Rnaring Girl, — Wnrks, vol. ii. 
p. 466, ed. Dyce. 

' P. 1», 1. 7,—" 'ill out offmiinn In bring n Diuell upon Ihif 
ttage.' One of the gossip,'' in Ben Jonson's Slaplr of 
Nniift, exclaims : " My husband (Timnlhy Talle, God 
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rest lii^ puurc smilr) was wmit lu ^ay, there was qu play 
without a t'oole nnii a IHufll ia't ; he was lur die Diuell 
still, God bless him. The Diuell for his nionej, would 
hee flay, I would faine see the Diuell." — Inlernirane after 
tkefint Act, ed. Hi31 , p, 20. Deklier waa the author of 
a play entitled If it br mit good, the Divd is in it, IfJlZ. 

P. 19,1. 10, — " ftiroiArum," i.e. abyss, botloiniess gtilpk 

P. 19, 1. 24, — '' ufitA n wef finger." A figurative phrase for 
obtftming anything with eaie. It is frei^uently used by 
our author; see Dr. Notts reprint of Dekker's Gulls 
Hortie Booli, fp. IflO-l. 



P. 20, 1. 12, — " Me dyeing ordinari/ee.'' To Dekkei's days, 
and long aflei, gambling wan carried on at ordinaries. 
In u curious tract, attributed to Francis Thynne, enUtied 
Newes from the North, othmiHie called, the Conference 
bettveen Siriuin Certain and Pierce PloicmBa, 1SS5, is 
the following passage : " A freend of mine would needs 
giue mee my dinner at an ordinary table, where wee Ikred 
very ilaintely, but I promise you for mine owne parte, I 
haue thought my self better at ease many a lime and oft 
with bread and cheese in ether company. So, sir, in 
the name of Uodwhen dimierwusdoon, iusteed of grace, 
to dice they went on cuery side upon proper square tables, 
fit I warrant jou for the purpose." — Sign. f. Gambling 
in ordinaries it ftdly described by our own aiithor io his 
Engliek Villaniec Setvn seeeral Times Prett to Death by 
the Printers, &c. 1632. 



P. 20, 1. 14, — "in aflat eap, like a thopkeeper." An allusion 
to the citizens, who, according to a statute of Elizabeth 
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in behalf of the trade uf cappers, wnre no sabhuth days 
and holiilajs flat cap made of wool. Hee Ihe notes of 
Ihe commentalDys on " Well, better wiw have wome plain 
Mtatalr eapt." — ShabipeareN Lmv'i Laboum Lmi, Aet v. 



\ v. 30, 1. 1 7, — " In Ihe ftt«-p«ij( rnomei of a playhame" Sec. 
DeUei in bis Bdman'i Night Walkes, a, lively description 
of London about two ueiitiirios and a half ago, says " pay 
thy two pence to a player in his gullerie, tliere Ihou shalt 
sit by an hiirlot." For every information concerning the 
prices of admisaion to oiirold tlieatres, see Collier's Hitl. 
of EnglUk Dramatic Poetry, iii. 34) et seq. 



I P.2],l. 29,— "CwcWiis AoBen." " A little below Rotherhilhe 
is a spot, close on the river, called Cuckold's Point ; it is 
distinpiislied by a lall pole with a pair of horns on the 
top. Tradition says, tJiat near this place there lived in 
the reign (if Kiner John a miller who had a handsome 
wife; tlmt his Majesty had an intrigue wilJi Ihe fair 
dame, iind gave bim, as a compensation, all the land on 
that side, which he could see ham his honse, looking 
donn the river; he was to possess it, however, only on 
theuoudition of walldngonlhaldaj (ihe 18th of October) 
annually to the farthest bouuds of his estate, wilh a pair 
of buck's horns on his head ; that the miller, having 
cleared bi^ eyesight, saw as far us Charlton, and enjoyed 
the land on the above-mentioned tenns. (In several 
boobs which uoiidescend to notice this story, we arc told 
that the miller lived at Charlton, and saw as lai as 
Cuckold's Point ; but the version of it which I have given 
is what llie watermen on the Thames even now repc-at.) 
Horn Ikir is still held at Clmrllon, on the l(<lh of Octobei, 



hi cuiiimuuioratiiiii nt'tlie event. In A Ditcomri/ b>/ & 
\e. lij Tiiylor, lUe wuWi-|iott ( IVorh, folio, p. 21, ' 
ure the fuDonlug liut.'s : 

" ' Anil pMrtnK fiiribw. I ot fiwt nh»en'd 
Tlul CnckolH'-Unren «u liiit bfldlj spiVd ' 
For tbere uld Time luth tach ranfuiioD wroiighl. 
Tb>l af Ibe anoiuiit plan reiu>uu«d iiouglil. 
No monumi'nUll mFmorBble ti.ira. 
Or tree, or post, whieli hatb Ouae tropbiea bamii, 
Wu lei). whereb.T pfiali^rily nis; kunv 
WhtTB lllrir IbTErntbHts vre.ls did grow, oi iibow, 

' Why tben fnr >l>iune lliin worthy ?•»* maiuHiane. 
I^U hnve OUT tree md hon» set up ogune ; 
Tbal paawnften maj ahen obedlenee <i> it, 

^H But liiitlo, Miue, uo lon^ be offeuded, 

^^M "Til niirthily repoit'd snd bnvet; mended 

^^H Fnr wblcb El-eat meritoriDiu vtaike tnj pen 

^^H Shall i^vB the fHorj nolo GiMDwlteb mm. 

^^H It niu diaii ODely nnt, the; were the aclon 

^^H Without the hslpe uf olhu beoelacitam, 

^^^H For vrhich my pen thdr prayBCH hero adumn, 

^^H Ai (hej haip beaulifi'd tbe biv-n with bonin ' 

^^M The custoni here alluded tu, uf doing homage ta the 

^^M pole hiims, is not yet ol)a«!eU; among the vulgar." — Note 

^B aflke Rev, A. Dyce (Web^a's Worh, m. 197-H.) A 

^^B versicm of the atoiy, bumoTOOsl; uld, may be found 

^^H in a rare little work, eutitled Ingenii Fntctut, or the Cam- 

^1 bridge JnU, i\. d. 

^1 

^1 Thi 

I - 

^^^^^ pre 



"A'l. KBthtrim." 



Situated near the Tower. 
bospiial of St. Kalherine was founded in 
1148, by Matilda, consort of King Stephen. When the 
church was demuliahed, to inake room for the 
present docks, many of the old oarvings, together with 



NOTES. 8frl 

die pul]iit (carved on ils ei^ht aides with represenl&tiuns 1 
of the aucient liospital), were remoTed, and now adorn 
the pi'esent chuicli and li>ispita1 of St. Katliertne, ii 
Regent's Park, 

23, 1. 14,— "one of the 7 deadly sinaet." Dekker win 
author of an itileresting tract, entitled " 7^ Seaea 
Deadly Sinnes of London : draame in Seuen sruerall 
Conches ihrouyh the Seven Seiieral Gaiet if the Ciiie, 
bringing the Playue.vnth them. Printed by E. A. far 
Nathaniel Butter, kc. 1606. At ihe end of the epistle 
"lo the Kader" are "the names of the actors in this old 
Enlcrluile of luiquitie; — 1. Folitdlie BankerupCisme ; 
2. Lying; 3. Candle-light; 4. Sloth; 6. Apishnesw; 
6. Shauing ; 7. Cnieltie. Seucu men ma; easily pkj 
iLis, but not without a Diuell." 

P. 24, 1. 8,—" Tambnrlaine'like furie.~ An allusion t 

homhasdc character of the hero in - Marlowe's play of I 
Tamharlaine tlie Greats, printed in 1500, but acted au 
teriur to ISHT. Middletoii alludes to this character i 
Father Huhhurds Tales, l(i04, " the ordnanca playing 
lilte so many 7'Bni6tir/nii((«.''^Dyce'a Middleton, v. 5KM. 

, P, as, 1. Iti, — "a Lancashire hume-pipe." Again, 

Witch vf EdmontnH {pdmeiin l(tdS,butprubablyacted ] 
soon after 1622), Ael iv, sc. 2:— "There's a Lancashire 
hornpipe in my tliroat ; hark Low it tickles it, with doodle, 
doodle, doodle !° The dance or tune " hornpipe" is so 
called from the instrument upon which it was pLtyed, 
Chancer mentions the pipes made of " grene come ;' and 
the author of ihe Ciimplaynt of Scotland speaks of the 
" come pipe," Probably the earliest tiuin au eallcd k that 



preaerreil in a maiiii&ciipt nf Uttiiry tlic Eighth's time, 
in thu King's Library, Britl^ Museiun (Bib. Rtg. Ap- 
peod. Nu. 58), but it differs coDsiderablj Irom tlie horn- 
pipe of die present day. Thomas Weelkes, " Batchelor 
of Musicke," ^c. published, in the year IGOS, Ayrei, or 
PhttiUaaticke Spirits fur three Tnites ; oue of tiese 
describoB with some humour the performance of tlic 
hornpipe. I quole it Irom a contemporary manuscript in 
my own possession. 



pan iiicli a Mil gull, 
nti baoily dooily, 

TonllH. lunlte. 



Whj tben, aboui it roundly. 
And 1 will IbotE it nundl j : 
Le lakB in,T steps Iho aiiorlcr, 

One Thomas Maisden published, a.buut the year 16!)7, 
A CoUtclian. of Original Lancaihire Hompijies, but it 
has now betunie so exceedingly rare, that I have uot 
been able lo meet with a eopy in any collection, pubhc 
or priralt. 



P. 25, 1. 18-10, — "(Ae Spanish Pauin." In Middlelon's 
Blurt, Mailer Cmutable, 1602, Act iv. sc. 2, " The 
Spaniih pamn' is directed to be " played within ;" and 
in Ford's Tit piti/ she's n Whure, 1833, Act i sc. 2, one 
of the characters says, "I have seen an ass and a mule 
trot the Spanish pauin." Anthony Mun<lay HTote the 
tenth song in hie Banquet of Dainlie Coneeitg, 1686, to 



'iJOTEB. 87 

"the note of the Spatiiih Pdmii." Many othei notictw 
of this popular tune might be giren, but 1 shall merely 
add, that those who are cuiious in such mfttt«ts may see 
the air itself at page 356 of Queen Elizabeth's Virginal 
Bonke, in the Fitzwilliam Museum, arranged by that 
famous " Master of Musicke" Dr. John Bull. Directions 
to dance a pavan may be seen in MS. Harl. 367, fill. 
178. 



P. 26, — " vnlas then he musicke in hrr." A singular passa^ 
in pnuse uf Thomas Nash, follows this passage id the 
Nnmfriim Hell, which DelJter Ihouglil proper W omit 
in Ihe altered version of that tract. It is as follows: 
"And thou, into whose souie (if euer there were a Pi- 
thagoretin metempsuchosis] the iaptm«s of that Aetie 
und inconfinable Italian spirit were bounteously and 
boundlesly infused ; thou, sometimes secretary to Kenw 
Pennylessc, and master of his requests, ingenious, fluent, 
iacetioiis T. Nasli, from whose abundant \xb huuy flnw'd 
to thy friends, and mortal! aconite lo (liy enemies: thou 
that madest the doctor a flat dunce, and beatst him at 
two sundry tall weapons, poetrie and oratorie ; sharpest 
satyre, lucnlent poet, elegant orator, get leaue for lliy 
gbfisl to come from her abiding, and to dwell with me 
awhile till she halh carows'd to me in her owne wonted 
till mca-suTRS of wil, that my plump brajnes may swell 
and biirtit inlu bitter inueoliues against the Lieftennant of 
Lymbo, if he casheere Pierce Pennylessc with dead pay." 



P. 2*i, 1. 17, — -" Erra Paters Alinanai:k'' An allusion to a 
popular liiilc boot, originally printed hy Robert Wyer, 
wilh the following tiUe : " A Prngnaslicalion for ever of 
Erra Pater, a Jelet home in Jetcryi; and Doctnure in 



Aalr'inoiHge and Phiiirke. Priijitiible lii krpe the Budyi" 
in llrallh. And aito Pthdemau saith the lame. n. d. 
It ia a|j:aiD Blluded tu liy Shirley in Ms GameUer, 1f>37. 



Coofimied by Erra Pater, ^ht^ hoiieW Jevr, luu,' 
Butler htLs immortalized our hero in tlie well-kDovm 



Tbui 



Hudibnu, Cimto 1. 



Dr. Nttsh, in a note upon the above pusEage, eajs 
Utile, paltry book of the rules of Erra Paler is still vended 
among- the vulgar. (/ZufJi^uiby Nash, 1835,to1. t.p.l4.) 
He alludes to The Bn.,k nf Kmm^Mge, but no edition 
has, I believe, been printed within the last seventy years. 

P. 28, 1. 20,—" like wheel, in Brvwrwick eloeks." Au allusion 
to the cumbrous imd complicated machinery of our first 
clocks, which came &oin Germany. Sec Giffurd's note, 
.lonsoii's Wnrht, vol. iii. p. 432. 

P. an, 1. 2b,— "playing at duubUu' " He is discarded for a 
gamester at all games but one and thirty, mid at tables 
he reaches nut beyond doabteta." — Bp. Earle's Mien>- 
aamuyraphi/, 1628, edit. 1811, p. 62-3, Baubteli was 
one of the moves in the game of backgamraiin, or latles, 
as it was Ibrmerly called. 



n 



p. 29,1. 1, — '-vpsy Duleh.' These words oi 
bou'b Alehe7iii,l ■■ 



1 BenJou 
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30, I. 15,— ".'.W hi/ Iki- drum,- tt. Th« Dulth pubUc 
trieis make iise of a drum, aud oiu jiubliu sales, perhaps, 
were funneTl; annuimced in tlie same manner. The ctj 
uf "No man better?" was probably equivalent to "No 
man bid higher?" 

30, 1. 22,-—" htigger-mugger.' In gecresy or ooncealmeut. 
"So these perhaps might .sometimes hare some tiirtive 
conversation in hwjger-muyger." — Coryat's Cniditiei, ii. 

30, 1. 27,— the puor cunt him with bell, booir, and candle,' 
In tJie solemn form of excommunication used in the 
Homiah Church, the hell was lolled, Ihe book of offices 
for the purpose used, and three candles extijiguished, with 



P. 31, 1. 1-2, — "ati Irish teniei." Theniidviiiaed inhabitants 
ijf Ireland were in Dekier's time called wnitd-kames. 



P. 31, 1.21, — '^ caronloet," i.e. curantues, lively dances in quick 
time. Specimens uf the music may he seen in Elizabeth 
Rogers' Virginal Bnoke (Add. MSS. Brit. Mus.) and in 
the various editiona of Playford's Apnlln'a Bamfuet. 

P.36, 1.6. — "dai/He practaiiig all IhefooliiihtTicktof fashion.' 
Robert Green, in his Faretvell to Folly, \tS\, alluding 
lo the well-known sign of Dr. Andrew Borde, deseribes 
the taste of his couutrymeu when be wrote with respect 
lo dress : " Time halh brought pride to such perfection 
in IlAlie, that we are almost as fantaaticke as tlie Eiigliah 
)^nlJeman that is painted naked, with a. paire of iheertix 
in his haiide, as not belu^ resolved ailer what iosliiou In 



MOTES, 

have bis coat cut. In truth, quodi Fomeze, to digresse 
a. little from your matter, I have scene an Engfliiih gen- 
tleman so deliised in his sutes, his doublet being for the 
weare of Castile, his hose for Venice, hLs hat for France, 
his cloali for Genmanie, that he seemed no way lo he an 
Englishman but by the face."— Sig. c 3, rev. And 
Dekker, in his Seaaen Deadly Sirmef of Lomhn, lti06, 
also alluding to the same engraving, says, " Wittie was 
that painter, therefore, that when hec had limraed one of 
euery nation in iheii proper uttjres, and beetn^ at his 
nittes endcs howe to drawe an Englishman, at tlie last 
(to fpue him a (guijipe for his fbllie iu ap|)arell) drewe 
him Starke naked, with sheeres in his hand, and i^loth on 
his anne, bei^auKe none coiUd cut out his fikshiuus but 
himselfe, For an English-mans suite b like a traitors 
bodie that hath beene hanged, drawne, and quaiteTed, 
and set vj) in seuerall places : his codpeece is in Denmaike, 
tlie colhir of his dublet and the belly in France ; the 
wing and narrow sleeue in Italy; the short waste hangs 
ouer a Dutch bolcliers stall in Vtrich ; his huge sloppes 
speakes Spanish ; Folonia giiies him the bootes ; the 
bicicke for his liead alters faster then the feltioaker can 
littc him, and thereupon we are called iu scome block- 
heads. And thus we that mocke cuetie nation for keep- 
ing one fashion, yet steale patches &ora euerie one of 
them to peece out our pride, are now laughing-stocks to 
them, because their cut so scumily hecomesvs."— pp. 31-2. 



P. 37, 1. 27,—" d-ninkmneme, which twis once the Duttk-tnaia 
heoJ-ake, is now heeome the Eniiliskmans.' " I know it, 
and am ashamed to tell thee that Dninkeunesse recles 
euery day vp and down my streeles. Fellowes there ace 
that follow me, who in deepe bowles shall drawiie the 



DutcliiiiaDi aijd make him lie viider llic table. At his own 
weapon of vpsie freeze wiU thej dare liim." — Wnstminr 
tiers Spefch to Lcndon, in Dekker's Dead Tearme, 1(108, 



38, 1. 13, — ■' drink laifre in tiro ilaiea llien. all Maning-tTei- 
does al a WhiUun-ale." Mamiiiigtree appeaia to have 
been celebrated for its menyiaakitigs and stage-plays. 
Ueywood, Id his Apologi/ for Actari, 1612, sayE, "tu this 
da; in divers places in England there be lownes that 
hold the priviledge of their faires, and other charters, by 
yearly stage-playes, as at Maimingbee in Noflblke, 
Kendall in the North, and uthera." Dekker, in his Seuai 
DeaMy Sinnei of London, mofi, aays, "it is acted, like 
ihe old motrallc at Mttuingtree, by trades-men." — p. 40. 



P. 38, 1. 27,—" a CaUs knight," i.e. a knight iil Cadix. On 
the taking of the city of Cadi? (June 21, 1536), iu a 
descent made ud the coaal of ^pain, under (he cummand 
of Jjord Howard admiral, and the Karl of Essex general, 
(he latter knighted not fewer than sixty persons, which 
gave rise (says Bp. Percy) lo Ihe toUowing sarcasm ; 



gEUlIl 



of Wales, (J k'light of Cair 
1 B laird of fat norlli foiialr7 : 
yeomim of Kent irilli Us yeat\y i 
1 buy IhHid uiil all Uuve." 



39, 1. 14,- — " Will. SomjRem,' the celebrated jester to King- 
Heuiy VIII, and one of the most renowned of his class. 
Very little is known of his actual biogniphy. In 1S76 
was published (perhaps not for the first time), A Pleasant 
Hiiltinj of the Life and Drath of Will. Somen, a great 
pari of which is t;dien from .Andrew Boide'.s coUecdon of 



NOTES. 

Thi^ Mrrnj JesU and Witty A'Ai/W of Sc„f,gin. A por- 
uuit uf Summers unil his royal muftermay be seeu in an 
iUuminated Psaller in iJie British Museum (MS, Reg. 
2 i, xvi) ; alsu in Holbein's picture uf Henry VIII and 
liis family, fumierly In the meetings room of the Socie^ 
of Antiquaries, autl udw in the Palace at Uamptoii 

39, 1. 29, — " Jt was a iinnedi/ to sec wkal a crawdiag (as if 
it had bene a neve play).' New plays seem to ha.ve 
attracted large audiences. One of the characters in 
Marmyon's Fine Vumpanion, says, " a new play, and a 
gentlemen in a new suit, claim tlic same privilege— at 
their lirst presentment tlieir estimation is double." — Sue 
Collier's BUl. of Dram, Poet, iii. 408. 



P. 42, 1. 30, — " Moore-djiche," Delcker again alludes to the 
filthy state of MuordUvk in his Guls Horn-Bm'k, 1(509 : 
"The ground liiat has of late years been called Moor- 
Jields, together with the adjoining manor of Fiushurj, ur 
Fensbury, extending as far as Hoxton, was in the fbiu- 
teeutli century one ountiuued matab, passable only by 
rude causeways here and there raised upon it. Moor- 
fields, in the lime of Edward the Second, let but for four 
marlis per anum, a sum equal in value to six pounds 
sterling. In 1414, a pustcrti gate, called Monrgale, 
Kas opened in London Wall by Sir Thomas Fauconer, 
mayor,a£fording freer access to theelty for such as crossed 
the Manr ; and water-courses from it were begun. In 
\b\ 1, regular dikes, and bridges of communication over 
them, were made tor more effectually draining llus fenny 
ttHct, during ilic mayinnlty of Sir Robert Atuhely; which 
draining was gradually proceeded upon for about a'cen- 
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lury, till, in Dekker'a day, it would appear tliat Ihe waters 
were coUei^tcd in one great 4ih'h. In 1614, it was to a 
great degree levelled, an<l kid out into wuUcs. In 1732, 
01 between that and 1740, its level v.-as perfected and the 
walks planled wilb elms. After tliie, the spat was for 
jeais ueglecled, and Mourjidde became un assemblage 
of petty shops, particularly booksellers', and of mmmon- 
gers' stalls ; till, in Ihe yeai 1790, ihe handsome square 
of Finshuiy completed arose upon its site." — Note of 
Dr. Nott lo his reprint of the Gviii Honui-Bank, p. 48. 

P. 46, 1. 15, — " Paru- garden." was aituated on the Southwark 
side of the water, and according ki Blount's Glmmgrapkia 
derived its name from Eobert de Paris, who had a house 
and grounds ihere in the reign of Riehard II. It appears 
to have been used for bear-baiting as early as the I7th 
of Henry VIII. — See Collier's Hktury nf Dramatic 
PuelTjj, iii. 278. 

P. 51, 1. 1 1, — "' darinij his abience ihe urn/ler that penii'd the 
S'upplii.'aiion had been lowrftd iy Charon. Nash died, 
ill all probability of ihe plague, about the mid<lle of the 
yearltiOI. In Middleton's Jilache Boake, l(i04, he is 
described as living iu a state of Ihe most abjeut wretch' 
edness ; and in the same author's Father Hahbards Talei, 
printed later in the same yeai, he is Kpoken of as dead. 
Nash's earliest known pruduotion is dated 1387, and his 
latest IGOO. The compiler of the fuuith part of Ihe 
Bibliotkeca Uebtrrinna, uotioiug; u curious tract enlided 
Nevteifrotn Gravei-end I tent Ui Nobody (printedinKKH), 
says: "A curious Dedicatory Epistle to Syr Niuholas 
Nemo, alias Nobody, is prefixed to this poetical tract, 
very much in the semi-humorous and satirical style of 
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Thomas Nash, who was dead at the close of the year 
1604, but who might have lived to publish this produc- 
tion." He also adds : " it would be a strange coincidence 
if his (Nash's) last work related to the disorder which 
proved fatal to him." 

P. 62, 1. 21, — ^Heade him vp and downe like Chiy^ &c. Is 
there an allusion here to the effigy of Guido Fawkes being 
paraded through the streets, "to make sports in any 
drunken assemblie"? If so, it is an early allusion to the 
custom. 

P. 53, 1. 2, — " this Comedie of Errors/' This may be an 
allusion to Shakespeare's Comedy of Errors; but it is 
immaterial. 

P. 54, 1. 30, — " tell all the brokers in Long Lane, Houndsditch, 
or elsewher" Middleton, in his Blacke Booke, 1604, 
says: "let brokers become whole honest then, and remove 
to heaven out oi Hounsditch." — Dyce's Middleton^ v. 510. 
Dekker again speaks of the brokers of Hounsditch in his 
Seauen Deadly Sinnes, 1606, p. 36 ; and Sam. Rowlands, 
in his Letting of Humours Blood in the Head-vaine, 
1611, speaks of going "into Hounsditch to the Brokers 
roe." Long Lane was perhaps equally notorious, for 
Nash in his Pierce Pennilesse speaks of " swords and 
bucklers'' being pawned in " Long Lane." 

P. 60, 1. 9, — " vnld Irish footeman." It was customary, at the 
period when Dekker wrote, for the nobility to retain 
"wild Irish footmen" in their service. So in Cupids 
Whirligig, ed. 1616, "Come, thou hast such a running 



, 'lia \ike au Iriih fuiUe boi/." — Si^. k .1. 
iH'b Strappaih for the Diuftl, Hil5, 
" For ws tlioBB thin breech Irith IbcJWm run "—p. 1 

Aurt in Dekker's English Vitianift dx several thiui preif 
In death by the Printers, Sec. Hi32, " T!ie Deuils/iwto- 
man wfts very nimble of his heeles, for im wild Iruh-Toani 
eould outnutne him." — Sig. a i. S 

61, 1.33,—" my rieh tew of Malta.' Au allusion Ui Mar- 
lowe's tragedy of The Jiirk Jew of Malta. It was 
enteted for publicalion on the Stationers' boots in 1594, 
but was not printed until 1^3, when it was edited by 
Thomas Heyn'ood.^Vide Collier's Hislary of Dramatic 
Poetry, iii. 137. 

65, 1. 4, — " but to a company of eoKntrey-j^ayers, being 
nine in number, one sharer, and the rest ionrneymen' Siu. 
The items conveyed in Charon's account of expenses, 
place country players in no very enviable light " Sharers, 
half-iharers, and hired men, are mentioned in the old 
ealirical play Hitlrionuutix, 1010. In one scene, lie 
dissolute performers having been arrested hy soldieis, one 
of the latter exclaims, ' Come on, players ! now we are 
the sharers, and you the hired men ;' and in anollier scene. 
Clout, one of the chanicteis, rejects with some indigna- 
tion tlie offer of 'hull' a share.' In the same production 
we also meet with the term ' maiiter sharers ;' they are 
spoken of by iin officer as more substantial men : ' jou that 
ore master-sharers must provide you your own purses.' ' — 
See Collier's Hiilon/ of Draiiialic Poetry, iii. 427 et set]. 



^'TiMe'hf, 



" Hue louclies tlie 



NOTES. 

hass, iind tlie otlier liMea the miniiiii."— MidiUcl'm's 
Family of Luve, Act i. su. 3. " Minikin," says Nares 
(Gloi. in v.), "seems Bometimes to have meant [i«hle 
in music." It also meant a fiddle ; " A fidler when'he 
Iiatb cnickt his miniiin.' — Jaeke Lh-ums Enterlainiiient, 
sir. E 3, ed. 16i(i. 



P. 66, 1. 14,—" lUale thilhiT i« i^mche»r " In ihe jear lSfi4, 
Guylliam Bnonen, a, DuUshmiui, became the queene'i^ 
coachmanne, and was the first lliiit brought the use of 
coaches iiiUi England. And after a while, divers great 
ladies, with a great jealousie of the (jueene's displeasure, 
made them coaches, and rid in thein up and dawne the 
countries w tlie great admiration of all beholders; but 
then, by little and little, thej grew usual among the no- 
bility and others of sort, and within twenty years began 
a. great trade of coachmaliijig. And about that lime 
began long wagons to come into use, such as now come to 
London from Caunlerhury, Noi-wich, Ipswich, Gloucester, 
&c. with passengers and commodities. Lastly, even at this 
time, 1605, began the ordinary use of coaches."— Stowe's 
Annaia, mi5, fol. 867. Bamaby Bich, In his curious 
tract entitled The Hrraeslie af this Agt, 5ie. 1614, ex- 
claims : " and howe are coaohe makers and coach-men 
increased, that fiftieyeares agoe were but fewe in number; 
but niwe a eoacb-man and a foot-boy is enough, and 
more tlian eueiy knight is able ia keepe." — Sig. n 3, ret. 



P. 66, 1. W,—" DtinkiTka' 
Shirley,—" was ta'en w 
ii. p. 428. ed. Djce, 



privateers of Dunkirk. So 
» by JDu«*i>*s."— fForAs, vol. 



is gaTtien vmilil bvl fall Hon 



NOTES. 

This fatal acoident occurred on Sunday, J&nuttry 1 
1582-3. The loss of ]ife was not, hoffever, so great ai 
might have been expected, caasidering the number of 
persons assembled. Slow, describing the cBlamity, says 
that eight lives were lost, and adds, as Iho cause of the 
accideot, that the scaffolds were " old and unpropped.' 
A worthy zealot, by name John Field, who published A 
Gndly MxhiTtalian ou the occasion, says, that about 
a thousand people were collected together when tbe-ig 
accident happened, atid that five men and I 
were killed, and more iLan a hundred and fifty person 
seriously injured. 



P, 70, 1. a, — " he dyed auneieat in the middat of hit yo«(4.3 
This is a powerful and interesting description of thflfl 
death of a gallant English soldier. Oatend, where i 
appears be lost his life, was taken by the Marqui: 
of Spinoltt on the Sth of February 1604, after il 
held out three years and ten weeks. Tull particulars o) 
the siege may be found in A True Hittory of I 
meirmrahle Siege of Ostend, and N'hat paaied on eitht 
Side from the heginning of the Siege unto Iheyerlding up 
of the Tmime. TVamlated o«l of French into English 
by Edward Grim^alen, 1604. William Eps is not there 
mentioned hy name, but it is possible he may be oi 
those alluded to as having perliirmed heroic acUons, 

P. 70. Tlie iVnus ^om/feJ/ cuds with some slight variatioil 
at the end of chapter viii. The last chapter is added tj 
this edition. 



rqms j 

, had I 



P. 70, 1. 13, — " Syr Dagnnet' the squire of King Arthur, S 
the old romance of Marte ArthuT. 



p. 71, I. 20, — " sn'oyjiM defy jiiping." Li the Hea-t from 
Ildl, this passage stands " awajnes defUy piping." I 
had not iibserved it till too late, or I should hare altered 
it in the test.' 

P. 76, L 28,—" learned WaUon." Thomas Wnlson, celebrated 
for his elegant soiinels, was styled by Meres the EnglUh 
Petrarch. He died between the publication of hia rears 
of Fancie in 1593, and 1596, when Nash speals of him 
in )as Have iDitk yaa to Saffron Walden, as a man "whom 
he dearlj lov'd and bfinor'd, and for all things hath left 
few his eqnalls is Engl&nd." 

P. 75, 1, 30, — "industfious Kyd." Thomas Kyd was a dra^ 
matic author of no mean merit His Spaniih Tragedy 
went through more editious than perhaps any play of the 
lime. See ColJiej's HUtmy of Dramatic Poetry, iii. 205. 

P. 75 L 30, — "ingmioM AichlmD." Thomas Achelly, 
Acheiey, or Achlow, for his nujne is viuiously spelt, is 
mendoned by Nash, in his address to " Gentlemen 
Students" prefixed to Greene's Arcadia, ashaving "more 
then DDce or twice manifested his deepe-witted schoUer- 
sUip in places of credite." He is called by Meres the 
English Boccaccio, probably for his translation of " A 
mast lamentable and Iragicall Hiilorie, corUeynitiff the 
oalraffiottt and horrible Tyrannie uikiche a Spatiithe Gan- 
tlewoman named Violente executed vpon her Lover, be- 
came he eapmued another, being jXTst belrolhed unto her, 
Iviprinled at London by John Charleumod far Thomas 
Butler, 1576. He was also a contributoT to England's 
Parnassus, and has some commendatory verses " tn 
ihe author' prefised to Watson's EKATOMHAeiA, or 
Pauioimte CenE«r>e <tf Love (1681). In all probabili^ 



r.fce -W9S the author 
^ Money, printed in 1 



f a. poein called Thf Miuta. 



P. 78,1.2, — '^ inimitable Bentley." Nash thus notioes Bentlej 
in his Pierce Pennileue ; " If I euer write any thing in 
Latin {as I hope one daj I shall), not a man of any 
desert here Btnongst vs hut I will haue vp; Tarlloii, 
Ned Allen, Knell, Bmtly, shal he made Inowne tu 
France, Spaine, and Italy; and not a part that they 
surmounted in more than other but 1 will there note 
and !iet diiwne, with the manner of Iheir hahitcs and 
attyre." — Sig. g, ed. 1595. Hcywood, in his Apology fur 
Aetora, 1B12, celebrates " Knetl, Bentley, Mils, Wilson, 
Crosse, and Laman," as players who "by the report of 
many juditiall audiion" perlbrmed many parts " so ali- 
solute, tliiit it were a kind of sinne to drowne their wortlis 
in Leihe, and not commit Iheir (almost forgotten) names 
to eternity." — (Shakespeare Society's reprint, p. 43.) John 
Bentley is mentioned by RilEon (Bibl. Poet.) as the 
author of a few short poems in an ancient MS. belonging 
Id Samuel Lysons, Esq. 



P. 7ti, 1. 6.—" Markw." " The atorj- of Marlow's death hu-v 
been differently related, hut it seeroN now ascertained 
that he was lulled by his lival in love : Marlow found hin 
rtval wilb Ibe lady to whom he was attached, and rushed 
upon him ; but his antagonist, being the stronger, thrust 
the point of Mallow's own dagger into his head. This 
event probably ocoutred at Deptford, where, according 
tiJ the regifiler of St. Nicholas' Church, Marlow was 
buried, on June Ist, 1SS3, and it is also there recorded 
that he waa ' slain by Francis Archer.' " — Collier's Uistmy 
of Dramatic Poftry, iii. 144. 
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v. 76, 1, 6, — " Greene,'' Biilicrt Greene died iu Seplembe 
1692, iif a fatal illness occasioned by eadog- and drink- 
ing initnoderalelj of red herrings and Bhcnish wine. 
See llie best account of Greene prelixed to the Hev. A. 
Djce's edition of his Dravialic Works. 

P. 76, 1 6,—" Pefle" Geoi^ Peele, the dramatiHt, is sup- 
posed to have been boni about 1652. Tte daU of his 
death is unknown, but that it occurred in or before 1599 
is certain, as Meres, inthe second part of PallaiZt^Tamia, 
m WU'k Treaiviy, published in that year, informs ua of 
the cause. See the Memoir of Peele prefixed to the 
Rev. A. Dyce's elegant edidon of his Worki, 3 voU. 1829. 

P. 7(t, 1. 16, — " keeping company with pirkle herringi," Tlie 
Rev.A.Djce asks, " Is there an allusion here lo the banquet 
I if 'pickled herrings' which proved fatal to poor Green, 
and at which Nash was present?" Undoubtedly tliere is. 

P. 77, 1. 4,—" Ckatle." See the Introduction to Kivd Harts 
Dreanu! (reprinted by the Percy Society) for an accoiuit 
of this author. In addition to the facts tliere collected, 
I am now enabled to add the following inscription (pro- 
bably upon a child of Cheltle's), formerly in the church of 
SL John, New Windsor, and preserved in Ashmole's 
AnCiquiliei of Berkshire, 1719, iii. 75. It was kindly 
pointed out to me by the Her. Joseph Hunter. 

- Here Iveth Ihe Body 

of Mary Cbettk. 

TLe Diiughter of Henry CheCtlo ; wLii 

dj-'d llie M of 

Sepleinber IGQA, ^talisHum 12. 



' of wboi 



B, Robert Gwinn, 
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Statiouers' Company may perhups supply us with tlie 
information ; and pity it is that euch inquiries aliould 
be obstructed by tbe dilScultiea which are thrown in 
the way of obtaining access to those registers. 

It is a singular circumstance diat De Foe, in his 
pleasant fiction of the " History of tlie Plague," should 
have given a tale in substance the same with that re- 
lated in the following tract, at p. 25. 1 will extract 
from De Foe tlie anecdote to which I refer, so that 
the reader may compare the two together ; — 

" It was under this John Hayward's carfi, and 
within his bounds, that the story of the piper, with 
which people have made themselves so merry, hap- 
pened, and he assured me that it was true. It is said 
that he was a blind piper : but, as John told me, the 
fellow was not blind, but an ignorant, weak, poor 
man, and usually walked his rounila about ten o'clock 
at night, and went piping along fram door to door, 
and the people usually took him in at public-houses 
where they knew him, and would give him drink and 
victuals, and sometimes farthings s and he, in return, 
would pipe and sing, and talk simply, which diverted 
the people ; and thus he lived : it was but a very bad 
time for this diversion, while things were as I have 
told; yet the poor fellow went about as usual, but w 
almost starved : and when anybi>dy asked how he d 
he would answer, — the dead-cart had not taken him I 
yet, hut that they had promised to call for him next 

" It happened one night that ihjs poor fellow, 
whetiicr somebody had given him too much drink 



The following curious tract is now, for the first time, 
reprinted from the only copy known to exist, pre- 
served, among other black-letter rarities, in Malone's 
Collection in the Bodleian Library. It has, however, 
other claima on our notice of much more importance 
than any rarity could impart, for it affords us a curious 
picture of a very eventful occurrence in the history of 
our great metropolis, besides the illustrations which it 
gives to tlie works of Shakespeare and contemporary 
writers. 

I refer to the [ilogue of London in 1603, which 
raged so violently between the months of May and 
December, and may well be compared in its effects to 
the pestilence which was afterwards emphatically termed 
" the great plague." The pamphlet now reprinted was 
written at the commencement of the following year; 
and among the numerous works which appeared on the 
subject of the plngue, I have not met with any which 
gives so curious and interesting an insight into the 
domestic life of the inhabitants of the metropolis during 
its continuance, as the one now printed. The name of 
the author is not known, and I have not succeeded 
in iliflcovering any clue to it. Tlic books of the 



This frighted tlie t'eliow that attended about tiie work, 
but after some pause, Jolin Hnyward rerovering him- 
8ctf, »aid : ' Lord bless us ! there is somebody id the 
cart not quit« dead !' So jiuothcr called to liim, and 
said : ' Wfio are you ?' The fellow answered . ' I am 
the i>oor piper ; wherii am I ?' ' Where are you T 
says Hayward, ' why, you are in the dead-cart, and 
we are going to bury you.' ' But I arn't dead though, 
am I T saya the piper, which made them laugh a little, 
though, aa John said, they were heartily frighted at 
first ; 80 they helped the poor fellow down, and he 
went about his business. 

" I know, as the story goes, ho set up his pipes in 
the cart, and frighted the beiirei^ and others, so that 
they ran away ; but John Iluyward did not tell the 
story so, nor say anything of bis piping at all ; but 
that he was a poor piper, and that he was carried 
away as above I am fully satisfied of the truth of." 

There is, of course, do necessity for believing that 
De Foe was acquainted with " The Meeting of Gal- 
lants," but it satisfactorily proves that he was not the 
inventor of all the talcs in the celebrated " History of 
the Plague ;" and gives us fair ground for conjectur- 
ing that ho most probably adopted many of them from 
the oral anecdotes which had come floating down to his 
time on the stream of popular ti'adition. 

J. O. H. 

TmmUlitm af Si. h'iU'or.l, imi. 
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A DIALOGUE BETWEENE WAHRE, FAMINE, 

AND THE PESTILENCE, BLAZING 

THEIR SEUEEALL EUILLS. 



THE GENIUS OF WARRE. 

Famcne anil Pestilence, Cowards of HeU, 
That strike in peace, when the whole world's vnarrade j 
Tripping vp soulea of Beggars, Umblcsse wretches. 
Hole-stopping Prisoners, miserable Ctttchpoles, 
Whom one vocation ataba, dare you Furies 
Confront the Ghost of crimson passing "Warre? 
Thon bleak e-cheekt wretch, one of ray plenteous wounds 
Would make thee a good coleur. 

FAMINE. 

I Defye, 

Thy blood and thee, 'tis that which I destroy. 

Be starue thee Warre for this. 

WARSE. 

Alasse weake famine ; 

Why, a Taylor is the farideat man thou kilst 
That lines by bread, thou darst not touch a farmer. 
No nor his griping Sonne-in-lawe that weds 
His daughter with a dowry of stuft Bai-nea, 
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Thou runst away from these, such makes thee flye, 
And there thou lightst vpon the Labourers mawe, 
Breakst into poore mens stomackes, and there driuest 
The sting of Hunger like a Dastard. 

FAMINE. 

Bastard, 

Peace Warre, least I betray thy monstrous birth : 

Thou knowest I can deriue thee. 

PESTILENCE. 

And I both. 

WARRE. 

And I repugne you both, you hags of Realmes, 
Thou Witch of Famine, and Drab of plagues : 
Thou that makest men eate slouenly, and feede 
On excrements of Beasts, and at one meale 
Swallow a hundred pound in very Doues-dung. 

FAMINE. 

Therein thou tellst my glory and rich power. 

WARRE. 

And thou. 

PESTILENCE. 

Beware "Warre how thou speakest of me, 

I haue friends here in England, though some dead 

Some still can showe, where I was borne and bred ; 

Therefore be wary in pronouncing mee : 

Many haue tooke my part, whose Carcases 

Lye now tenne fadome deepe : many aliue 
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Can siiowc their stars in my contagious Quarrell: 

Wai're, I surpasse the furie of thy stroake. 

Say that an Army fortie thousand strong, 

Enter thy crimson lists, and of that number. 

Perchance the fourth part falls, markt with red death? 

Why, I slay fortie thousand in one Battaile, 

Full of blew wounds, whose cold clay Bodies looke 

Like speckled Marble.. 

As for lame persons, and maimed Souldiers 

There I outstrip thee too ; bow many Swarraes 

Of bruised and crackt people did I leauc. 

Their Groines sore pier'st with pestilential! Shot; 

Their Arme-pits digd with Blaines, and vlcerous Soi-es, 

Lurking lite poysoned Bullets in tlieir flesh i 

Othersome shot in the eye with Carbuncles, 

Their Lids as monstrous as the Sarazens. 



Thou plaguy woman, cease thy infectious brags, 
Thou pestilent strumpet, base and common murdresse, 
Wbat men of marke or memory haue fell 
In they poore purple Battaile, say thou'st slayne 
Foure hundred Silkweauers, poore Silk-wonjies, vanisht 
As many Tapsters. Chamberlainea, and Ostlers, 
Barest thou ci)ntend with me thou freckled-TIai-lot, 
And match thy dm'ty Glories, with the Splendor 
Of kingly Tragedies acted by me ? 
When I haue dyed the greeae stage of the field, 
Red with the blood of Monarclis, and rich states. 
How many Dukes and Eariea, haue I drunke vp 
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At one couragioiis Rows ? O Summer Diuell, 
Thou wast but made as Rats bane to kill Bawde, 
To poyson Drunkards, vomiting out their Soules 
Into the Bulke of Hell, to infect the Corps 
Of Pewler-buttoude Serieants, such as these 
Venome. whole Realme-B : and as Phisitiana say, 
Poysons with poyson, must he for(.'St away. 



Warre, twist not me with double damned Bawdci., 
Or pi-ostituted Harlots, I Itaoe them 
For my French Nephewe, he raignes ouer these : 
De show you both how I cseell you both. 
"Who euer read that Usurers dyed in Warre 
Grasping a Sword, or in an yron yeare, 
Languisht with famine ? but by me surprizde 
Euen in their Counting-houses, as tliey sate 
Amongst their golden Hills: when I haue changed 
Their Gold into dead tokens, with the touch 
Of my pale-spotted, and inlectious Rodde, 
When witli a suddaiue stall, and gastly looke, 
They haue left counting Coyne, lo count their flesh, 
And Bumme vp their last vaury on their Brests, 
All tbeir whole wealth lockt in their bony Chesta. 



Are Usurers tiieu the proudest Acts thou playdst ? 
Pack-Penny liilJiers, Couetous rooting Moles, 
Hiat haue their gold tlirice higher then their soules : 
» pf all thy glorious Laughters, 
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To ayme them at my princely Massacres ? 
Poore Dame of Pestilence, and Hag of Famine, 
I pittie your weake furies. 

FAMINE. 

Oh I could eate you both, 

I am so tome with Hunger, and with Rage : 

What is not flinty famine, gasping Dearth, 

Worthy to be in ranke weth dusty Warre ? 

And little Pestilence, are not my Acts 

More stony -pittilesse then thine, or thine ? 

What ist to dye stampt full of drunken wounds. 

Which makes a man reele quickly to his Graue, 

Without the sting of Torments, or the sence 

Of chawing Death by peecemeale ? vndone and done, 

In the forth part of a poore short Minute ? 

Tis but a bloody slumber, a read dreame. 

Not worthy to be named a torturing Death, 

Nor thine thou most infectious Citty dame. 

That for thy Pride art plagued, bearst the shape 

Of running Pestilence, those which thou strikest 

Were death within fewe dayes vpon their hearts, 

Or else presage amendment : when I raigne, 

Heauen puts on a braase, to be as hard in blessing. 

As the earth fruitlesse in increasing. Oh, 

I rack the vaines and Sinewes, lancke the lungs. 

Freeze all the passages, plough vp the Mawe : 

My torment lingers like a sute in Lawe, 

What are you both to me insolent Euills ? 

Joyne both your furies, they waigh light to mine. 
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And what art thou Warre, that so wantest thy good ? 
But like a Barber- Surgion that lets blood. 

W A.RIv£. 

Out Lenten Harlot. 

PESTILENCE. 

Out on you both, and if all matter failes, 
lie showe my glorie in these following Tales. 



FINIS. 



THE 

MEETING OF GALLANTS AT AN ORDINAKIE. 

WHERE THE FATTE HOST TELLES TALES AT THE VPPER 

ENDE OF THE TABLE. 



SIG. SHUTTLECOCKE. 

What Signior Ginglespur, the first Gallant I mette in 
Powles, since the one and thirtie daie, or the decease 
of July, and I may fitly call it the decease, for there 
deceast aboue three hundred that daye, a shrewde 
Prologue marry to the Tragedie that followed : and yet 
I speake somewhat improperly to call it a Prologue, 
because those that died were all out of their Partes; 
What dare you venture Sig. at the latter ende of a 
Fraye now ? I meane not at a Fraye with swordes and 
Bucklers, but with sores and Carbunckles: I protest 
you are a strong Metalde Gentle-man, because you do 
not feare the dangerous Featherbeds of London, nor to 
be tost in a perilous Blancket, or to lie in the fellowes 
of those sheetes that two dead Bodies were wrapt in 
some three inonethes before. Naye I can tell you, there 
is many an honest house in London wel stockt before 
with large linnen, where now remaines not aboue two 
sheetes and a halfe, and so the good man of the house 
driuen to lye in the one sheete for shift, till the payre 
be washt and dried : for you knowe tenne wound out 
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of one Ijouse, uiaat for aliame tarry fiue payre of aheetes 
with tliem, being coffind and put to boord-wagea, the 
oaely Kniglits polic^y to aaue c.bargea in victnaUea. 
But soft Signior, what may he be that Htalkt by vs now 
in n ruinous Bute of apparell, with his Page out at 
Elbowea ? 'tis a strange sight in Powles Signior, mee 
thiokes, to see a broken Page follow i 
Maister. 



What doe you wonder at that aiglit now ? "tis a Limbe 
of the fashion, and as commendable to goe ragged aft«r 
a plague, as to haue an Antient fuJl of boles and Tattere 
after a Battaile : And I haue seeoo fiue hundred of the 
same rancke in apparell, for most of your ehoyce and 
curious Gallants came vp in cloathee, because they 
thought it very dangerous to deale with Sattin this 
plague-time, being DiueJl ynough without tlie plague: 
beside there imth Irene a great Dearth of Taylors, the 
propertie of whose deathes were wonderfull, for they 
were tooke irom ETell to Heauen : All these were 
Motiuea suiHcient to perswade Gentlemen 83 they loued 
their liues, to come vp in their old sutes, and be very 
respectiue and earefuU how they make themselues new- 
ones, and to venture vppon a Burchen-lane Hose and 
Doublet, were euen to shunne the villanous Jawes of 
Charibdis, and fall into the large swallow of Scylla, the 
deuouring Catch-pole of the Sea: for their bombait is 
wicked yuough in the best and soundest season, and 
there is as much perill betweene the wings and the 
skirts of one of their Doublets, as in all the liberties of 
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LoikUiu, take Saint Tooles Parish, imd all the most 
infected places uf England. 

Well, I littue almost mard their market, for Glentle- 

' men especially, those that loue to smell sweete, for tlicy 

are the worst Milliners in a kingdome, and their sut«s 

' beare the mustiest perfume of anything breathing, 

I Tnleaae it were an Usurers Night-cappe agiune : And 

I indeed that senta worse tlien the strong breath of Aias, 

; where his seuenfold shield is turnde to a Stoole with a 

I hole in it. But see yonder, Signior Stramazoon and 

I Signior Kickshawe, now of e. suddaine allighted in 

Powles with their durtie Bootes, lets encounter them 

I St the fift Pillar, in them you shall tindo my talke 

I verified, and the fashion truly pictured. What Sign- 

, both well met vppon the old worae Braase, the 

Moone hath had aboue sixe great Bellies since wee 

walkt here lost together, and layue in as often : Mee ' 

thinkes Signiors, this middle of Powles lookes strange 

and hai'e, like a. long-bayrde Gi«nt1eman new powlde, 

washt and shaued, and I may fitly say sbaued, for there 

was neuer a lusty Shauer seene walking here this halfe 

[ yeare : especiaUy if he loued his life, bee would reuolt 

I from Duke Ilumirey, and rather bee a Wood-cleauer 

n the Countrey. then a chest-breaker in London : But 

I what Gallants march vp a pace now, Signiore; how 

e the high waies flld to London ? 



SIG. SHUTTLE COG BE. 

Euery mans head here is full of the Proclamation, 
L and the honest blm-ke Gentleman the Tearmc, hath 
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kept a great hall at Westminster againe: all 1 
Tavemea iu Kiiigs-atrcete will be Emperors, Innes and 
Alehouaes at least Martjuesses a piene: Now Cookes 
begin to make more Coffins than Carpenters, and burie 
more whole meats then Sextons, fewe Bells are heard 
a nights beside old John Clappers, the Bellmans : And 
Gentlemen 'twaa tinio for you to come, for I know 
many an honest Tradesman that would haue come 
downc to you else, and set vp their shops iu the Coun- 
try, had you not yenturde yp the sooner ; and he that 
would haue brande it, and bene a vain e -glorious silken 
Asse all the last Sommer, might haue made a Sute of 
Sattin cheaper in the plague-time, then a Sute of 
Marry-muffe in the Tearme-time ; there was not so 
much Veluet stii'ring, as would haue bene a Couer to 
a little Booke in Octauo, or seamde a Lieftenants ButFe- 
doublet ; A French-hood would haue bene more won- 
dred at in London, then the Polonians with their loug- 
tayld Gaberilines. and which was most lamentable, 
there was neuer a Gilt Spur to he seene all the Strand 
ouer, neuer a Feather wagging in all Fleetstreete, 
vniesse some Country Forehorse came by, by meere 
chaunce, with a Raine-beatcn Feather in his Costrill; 
the streete looking for all the world like a Sunday 
morning at eixe of the Cloeke, three hoiirea before 
seruice, and the Bells ringing ail about London, as If 
the Coronation day had bene halfe a yeare long. 



Trust me Gentlemen a very sore discourse. 
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BIO. SHITTTLECOCKE. 

I could tell you now the iniBerable stale iind pittifuli 
case of many Tradesmen whose wares lay dead on 
their liaods by the burying of their Beruania, and how 
those were held eBpecially very dangerous and perilous 
Trades that had any woolen about them, for the 
infection being for tjje most part a l^ondoner, loued to 
be lapt warme, and therefore was snide to skip into 
woUcu eloathes, and lie sniothring in a shag-liayrde 
Eugge, or an old fashionde Couerlid: to eonfinuc 
which, I haue hard of some this last Sommer that would 
not venture into an Upholsters shoppe amongst dan- 
gerous RuggeB, and Featlier-bed-tikes, no, although 
they had bene sure to haue bene made Aldermen when 
they canie out againe : such was their infectious con- 
ee)^ of a harmelesse necessary Couerlid, and would 
atop their foolish Noses, when tliey past through Wat- 
ling-street by a Ranko of Woolen Drapers. And this 
makes me call to memory tbe strange and wonderfull 
dressing of a Coach tliat scudded through London the 
ninth of August, for I put the day in my Table-booke, 
because it was worthy the registing. 

This fearefull pittifuli Coach was all hung with Rue 
from the top to the toe of the Bootc, to keepe the 
leatherand the najies from infection; the very Nosthrills 
of the Coach-horses were stopt with hearb-grace, that 
I pittied the poore Beasts being almost windlesse, and 
liauiog then more Grace in their Noses, then their 
M&isler had in all liis bosome, and thus they ran tlirough 
Cflmewell iuat in the middle of the street, witli buc 
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SIG. KICKSBOW. 

A very exciillent Folly, that the name of the Plague 
should take the waU of a Cuiu'h, and driue his Worship 
downe ioto the Cbanell. 

But see how we haue lost our selues, Powles is 
changdti into Gallants, and those which I saw come vp 
in old Tatiata Doublets yesterd^, are slipt into nine 
yardes of Sattin to day. 

SUi, fjTRAMAZON. 

And Signioi-s, wee iu especiall care haue sent our 
Pages to enquire out a payra of honest cleane Taylors, 
which are hard to be found, because there was sueh a 
number of Botchers the last Sominer : and I thinke it 
one of Hercules labours, to tinde two whole Taylors 
ahout London, that hath not beene plagued for their 
stealing, or else for sowing of false seeds, which peepe 
out before theii' Seasons. 



SIG. GINGLESPUR. 

But what, dare you venture to an Ordinarie? barke, 
the Quarter -Jackes are vp for a Leauen ; I know an 
honest Host about London, that hath barreld vp newes 
for Gallants, like Pickled Oysters, marry your Ordin- 
arie will cost you two shillings, hut the Tales that lie 
in Brine will be wortli sixpence of the money : for you 
know 'tis great charges to keepe Tales long, and 
therefore he must be somewhat considered for th# 
laying out of his language: for blinde Gue you know 
£-pcnce at the least for groping in the Darke. 
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Tea; but Signior Gingle-spur, you see we are 
alWgether vnfumiBhed foj- an Ordinaric till the Taylor 
cut va out and new mould vs : and to rancke amongst 
Gallants in old Apparel, wliy their very Apish Pages 
would hreake Jests vpon our Elbowes, and dominere 
ouer our wome doublets most tyrannically. 

81G. GINGLE-SPVR. 

Puh. Signior Stramazoon, you tume the Bias the 
wrong way, you doubt where there is no doubt, I will 
conduct you to an Ordinarie where you shall eate 
priuate amongst Eases Gentlemen of your fashioned 
rancke in Apparell, who as yet waite for fresh Cloathes, 
as you for new Taylers, and account it more commeiid- 
able to come vp in seamerent Suites, and whole Bodies, 
then to haue infectious tome Bodies, and sound Suites. 

SIO. KICKSHAW. 

If it be so, Signior, (harke a Quarter strikes) wee 
are for you, we will follow you, for I loue to heore 
Tales when a merrie Corpulent Host bandies them out 
of his Flop-mouth ; but liow far must we march now 
like tottred Souldiers after a Fray, to their Noneiona ? 

SIG. SHUTTLECOOKE. 

Why, if you throw your eyes hut a little before you, 
you may see the signe and token that beckens bis 
Guest to him ; do you heare the Clapper of his Tongue 



Stoote, the mad Bulchin squeakes sliriller then the 
Saunce Bell at Westminster. 
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SIG. SHUTTLECOCKE. 

Nay, now you shall heare him ring lustily at our 
entrance, stop your eares if you loue them, for one of 
his words wil run about your braines louder then the 
Drum at the Beare-garden. 

Entring into the Ordinarie, 

HOST. 

What Gallants are you come, are you come? welcome 
Gentlemen ; I haue newes enough for you all, welcome 
againe, and againe : I am so fatte and pursie, I cannot 
speake loude inough, but I am sure you heare mee, or 
you shall heare me : Welcome, welcome Gentlemen, I 
haue Tales, and Quailes for you; seate your selues 
Gallantes, enter Boyes and Beardes with dishes and 
Platters ; I will be with you againe in a trice ere you 
looke for me. 

SIG. SHUTTLECOCKE. 

Now Signiors how like you mine Host ? did I not 
tell you he was a madde round knaue, and a merrie 
one too : and if you chaunce to talke of fatte Sir lohn 
Old-castle, he wil tell you, he was his great Grand- 
father, and not much vnlike him in Paunch, if you 
marke him well by all descriptions ; and see where hee 
appeares againe. Hee told you he would not be longe 
from you, let this humor haue scope enough I pray, 
and there is no doubt but his Tales will make vs laugh 
ere we be out of our Porridge : Howe now mine Host? 

HOST. 

O my Gallant of Gallants, my Top and Top Gallant, 
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Low many Horses hiist thou fcilde in tlie Counirie with 
the hunting of Uarlottries ; goe too, was I with you, 
you madde wagges? and I haue beene a nierrie knsue 
this thre nad fortie yeares, my Bullyes, ray Boyes. 



, but my honest-larded Host, where be tliese 



I haue tlieni at my tongues end my Gallant Bullyes 
of fine and twenty, my dtunty liberall Landlords I 
haue them for you ; you shall neuer take me vnprouided 
for Grendemen, I keepe them like Ancliouises lu rellish 
your drinke wel : stop your months gaUanta, and I wil 
stiifFe your cares I warrant you, and first I begin with 
a Tipsie Vintner in London, 



OF A VINTNER IN LONDON, DYINO IN A HUMOUH. 

This discourse that followes, G en tlirmon- Gallants, is 
of a light-headed Vintner, who scorning to be onely 
drunke in his owne Seller, would get vp betimes in the 
morning, to bee downeofhis Nose thriee before euening: 
he was a man of all Tauerncs, and exceUeut Musitian 
at the Sackbut, and yom- onely dauneer of the canaries: 
this strange Wine-sucker bad a humour this time of 
infection, to faine himselt'e sick, and indeed he had 
swallowed downe many Tauerue- tokens, and was in- 
fected much with the plague of drunkenues: but how- 
soeuer, aick he would be, for the humour had possessed 

I, when to the comforting of his poorc heart, he 
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pownle downe a leauen ahillingB m Ro»! of Solax^e, 
more then would haue cheerde all the siclt persons in 
the Post-house : and yet for all that he felt himselfe ill 
at his stomacke afterwarda, wherefore his request was, 
reporting himselfe very feeble, to haue two men hired 
with sLspence a pieee, to transport him ouur the way 
to his friends house : but when he saw he was deluded. 
Bad had no body to cany him, he flung his Gowne 
about him very desperatly, tJToke his owne legges, and 
away he went with himselfe as ooragiously, as the best 
stalker in Europe : where being allighted, not long 
after, he rounded one in the eare in priuate, and bad 
that the great Bell should be towld for him, the great 
Bel of all, and with all possible speede that might be : 
that done, he gagged open the Windowes, and when 
the Bell was towling, cried, lowder yet ; I heare thee 
not Maister Bell: then strutting vp and downe the 
ehamber, spake to the Audience in this wise. 

Ist possible a man should waike in sueh perfect 
memory and haue the Bell towle for him ? sure I neuer 
heard of any that did the like before raee. 

Thus by towling of the great Bell, ftU the Pariah 
rang of him, diuerae opinions went of him, and not 
without cause or matter to worke vpon ; In eonciusion, 
within fewe dayes after, he was ibund to be the man 
indeed, whose pail he did but play before; liis Pulses 
were angry with him, and began to beate him ; all his 
Pores fell out with hini ; the Bel towld for him in sadnes, 
rung out in gladnes, and there was the end of his 
, drunken madnea ; such a ridiculous humour of dying 
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r shall be 



This was a, strange fehow 
} Stowe's Chronide. 



! Host, and wortliy 



Nay Gallanta De fit you, and now I will aerue in 
I imother as good as Vlneger and Pepper to your Ronst- 

SIG. KirKSHAWE. 

Lets haue it : lets taste ou it mine Host, my noble 
I fat Actor. 



There was a company of intollerable light Women 

P- SBsembled whether, who all the lime of infection, lined 

upon Citizens seruants : yong Nouiees that made their 

Maisters Bagga die of the Plague at home, whilst they 

tooke Sanctuaric in the Couutrie. Mistake me not, I 

e not the best rancke of seruants : but Tnderlinga, 

I and bogish Sottes, such aa haue not witte to distinguish 

I Companies, and auoydo the temptation of Harlots, 

I which make men more miserable then Dericke. These 

I light-heelde Wagtailas who where armde (as they 

1 tearme it) against all weathers of Plague and Peati- 

[ lence ; carrying olwaies a French SuperaeJies about 

I them for the sieknesse, were determined being halfe 

I Tipsie, and as light now in their Heads, aa any where 
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}8t vpon a yong vnfniitfull FeUow 
which should have had the Banes of Matrimonie asked 
betweene him and u woman of their Religion, which 
wonld haue proued Bane indeede, and worse then 
Rattes-bane, to huue beene coupled with a Harlot: 
But note the euent of a bespf oking Jest, these women 
gaue it out that he was dead, sent to the Sexton of the 
Church in aU haft U> haue the Btll rung out for him, 
which WBS snddainly heardt and many i.-omniing to 
enquire of the Sexton, his name was spread oucr all 
the Pariah, (hee tittle dreaniiug of that dead report 
being aa then in perfect health iind memorie,) on the 
morrow as the custome is, thp Searchers came to tlie 
house where he laye to discharge their office, asking for 
the dead Bodic, and in what Room it lay, who hearing 
himself named, in such a eold sliape almost stnicke 
dead indeede with their woi-ds, replyed with a hastie 
Countenance (for he conld play a Ghost well,) that hee 
was the man : At which the Searchers started, and 
thought hee had beene new risen from vnder the Table; 
when vomiting out some two or three deepe-f«tch 
Oaths ; hee aekt what villaiue it was which made that 
Jest of him ; but whether the conceit strucke cold to 
his heart or whether the strumpets were Witches I 
know not, (the next degree to a Harlot is a Bawde, or 
I a Witch,) but this yongster daunced the shaking of 
I one shoete within fewe daies after, and then the Search- 
ers lost not their labours, and therefore 1 conclude tlius. 

"That Fate lights suddmne that's bespoke before, 

A Harlots tongue is worse then a Plague-sore." 



AT AN ORDINAHIB. 

Well rimde, my litle round and tliicko Host, httue 
you any more of these in your falte Budget ? 

I haue them, my GoUoat Bulliei;, and here comes 
one fitly foi- sawce to your Capon. 



FROM lltS IIOKHK. 
TAKEN FOE A LONDOSEH DEAD. 

In a certaino country-towne not farre of, there was 
a boone companion lighted amongst good fellowes, as 
tUey call good fellowes now a dayes, wliicli are those 
tliut can drinke best, for your escellent drunkard, ia 
your notable Gallant, and he that can posse away cleare 
without paying the Host in tlie Chimney- Comer, he ia 
tlie king of Cannes, and the Emperour of Ale-houses, 
lliis fellow tying his Horse by tiie Bridle vpon the red 
Lattia of the window, could not bridle himselfe so weU, 
but afterward proued more Beast then his Horse, being 
so ouerwhelmed with whole Cans, hoopes, and such 
drunken denices, that his English Crowne weighed 
lighter by ten gruines at his coniming ftaih, then at his 
entering in : and it was easier now for his Horse to get 
vp a Top of Powles, then he to get vp upon his Horse, 
the stirnip pl(ude mock-holy-day with Iiim, and made 
a foole of his foote ; at last with much adoe he fell 
flounce into the Saddle, and away he scudded out at 
townes end, where he thought eueiy Tree he saw had 
bene rising vp to stop him : so strangly are the sences 
of drunkards tost and transported, that at the very 
instant they thinke tlie worlds drownd againe ; so this 
staggering Monster imagined he was riding vppon a 
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Sea-mare : but before he was Tenne Gallo|>a from the 
towne-aide, hid brimie plaide him a Judes trick, and 
kickt him ouer, downe he fell. When the Horse soberer 
theD [lie matster stood still and wonderd at him for a 
Be»et; bnt durst not say so much; by and by PagrfngerB 
passing to and fro, beholding his lamentable downefall, 
cald out to one another to view that pittiinll Spectaclti, 
people flockt about him more and more, but none durst 
venture within two Poles length, nor some witliin the 
length of Powies: euery one gaue vp his verdit, and 
all concludiug in odc that he nas some coward Londoner, 
who thought to fiy from the sieknes, which as it seemed, 
made ai'ter him amayne, and strucke him beside bis 
horse ; thus all ^reed in one t^e, some bemouing the 
death of the man, othersome, wishing that all Curmud- 
gins, Pecnifatbers, and fox-furd Usurers were serued 
of the same sauce : who taking their flight out of 
London, left poore Silke-weauers, Tapsters, and Water- 
bearers, to fight it out gainst sore enemies. In a 
word, all the towrie was in an vprore, the Constable 
Btanding aloofc otF, stopping bis Xose bke a Gentleman- 
vsher, durst not come within two stones cast by no 
meanes : no, if he might presently baue bene made 
Constable in the hundred : Euery Tovrneman at his 
wise Non-plus, nothing but looking and wondering, 
yet aome wiser then some, and those I thinke were 
the Watch-men, tolU them flatly and plainly, that the 
body miLHt be remooed in any case, and that Extempore : 
it would inl'ect all the Ayre round about else. These 
horcsons seemed to haue some wit yet, and their iwlitick 
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coiinsell was tooke, Rnd enibracst amongst tbem, but 
all the cunning was how to remoua him without taking 
the winde of him : wherevpon two or three weather 
wise Stinkards pluckt vp haudfuUs of Grasse, and toBt 
them into the Ayre, and then whoopeing and hollowing, 
told them the winde blew sweetly for the purpose, for 
it stood full on his Back-part, then all agreed to remoue 
him with certaine long Instruments, sending home for 
hookos and strong Ropes, as if thej had bene pulling 
downe a house of Fyre : but this was rather a Tilt- 
bonte cast awaj, and all the people drowned withio. : to 
conclude, these long deuices were hrought to remoue 
him without a writ; when by meere chaunce past by 
one of tlie wisest of the Towne next the Constable, for 
eo it appeared afterwards, by the homes of his demce, 
who being certified of the atoiie, and what they went 
about to doe, brake into these words openly. 

Why my good feilo wea, friends and honest neighbouiH, 
trow you what you venture vppon, will you needs 
drawe the plague to you, by hooke or by erooke, you 
will say perhaps your poles are long ynougb. Why 
you neuer heard or read that long deuices take soonest 
infection, and that there ia no yilder thing in the world, 
then the smell of a Kope to bring a man to his end, 
that you all know. 

Wherefore to auoid al farther inconueniences, dan- 
gerous and infectious, hearken to my cxployt : If you 
drag him along the fields, our hounds may lake the sent 
of him, a very dangerous matter : if you biirie him in 
the fields, a hundred to one but the ground will be 
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rotten lliis winter; whei-fore your onely way must be 
toletliim lie as be dotb, without muuing, and euery good 
fellowe to bring his Arme-full of straw, heape it vpon 
him, aud round about him, and so in conclnaion burne 
out the infection ob he lies : eueiy man threw vp his 
old Cap at this. Straw was brought and tlirowne vpon 
him by Arme-i'ulla! all tliis while the drownd fellow lay 
still without moving, dreaming of full Cannes, Tapsters, 
and Beere-barreUs, when presently they put fire to tlie 
fiti-awe, which kept such a bragging and a cracking, 
that Tp-st«rteJ the drunkard, like a thing made of fire- 
workes, die Haiue plaj^ng with hii^ Nose, and his Beard 
looking like flaming Apolloes, as our Poets please to 
learme it, who burst into these reeling words when, he 
spied the fire hizzing about his pate. 

What is the Top of Powles on lire againe ? or is 
there a fire in the Powle-head ? why then Drawera, 
quench me with double Beere. The folkea in the 
Towne all in amaze, some running this way, some that 
way, knew him at hist by his staggering tongue, for he 
was no dweller, though they inu^ined he had dwelt at 
London, so stopping his Horse wliich ran away from 
the flerie Flauet his Maister, as though the Diuell had 
backt him, euerie one laught at the Jest, dosed it rp 
in an Alehouse, where before Euening the most part 
of them wore all as drunke as hiuiaeU'e. 

Sit you merrie still. Gentlemen Gallants, your Dish 
of Tales is your best cheere, and to please you ray 
noble Bullies, 1 would duo that I did not this thirtie 
yeares. Caper, Caper, my GuUant Boyee, although I 
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wacku nij Shins, anil my Guts sinke a lianOt'iiU lower. 
He iloote, my lustie Lads, He diKrtt!. 

With that the Host gaue a, lazie Caper, and broke 
his Sliitis for Joye, the Reckoiiiug wus appctized, the 
Koouie discharged, and so 1 leaiK? them in Povrles 
where I fotmde them. 

HOST. 

And now I retume to more pleasant Arguments, 

Gentlemen Gallants, to make you laugh ere you be 

quite out of your Capou : this that I discourse of now 

■ is a prettie merrie accident that happened about Shore- 

I ditch, although the intent was Sad and Tragicall, yet i 

the euent waj§ mirthfull and pleasant : The goodman ' 

(or rather as I may tidier tcarme him, the bad-man of 

I a House) being sorely pesterd with the death of aeruants, 

anil to auoyde all suspttion of the Poatilence from his 

I liouac aboue all others, did veiy craftily and subtilly 

h comiKiund witli the Maistcrs of the Pest-cart, to fetch 

I away by night as tbey liast by, all that ^ould diance 

I to die in his Iiouse, hauiog tJiree or foure seruant^ 

I downe at once, and told them that he knew one of them 

[ would be rciidie for them by that time the Cart came 

I by, and to cleare hia house of uU suspition, the dead 

I body Ehould bee laidc upon a stall, iiome Sue or slxe 

I houses of: where, tboru they should entertainc him 

I' and take him in amongst his dead companions: To 

I conclude, night drewe on-ward, and the seruant eon- 

I eluded his life, and according to their appointment was 

f enstalde to be made Knight of the Pest -cart. But here 

IB in the excellent Jest, Gentlemen- Gallants of Hue 
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and twentie, ahoat the darke and pittifitll season of tbe 
nigbt : a ehipwracke drunkard, (or one drunke at the 
signe of the Ship,) new cast from the shore of an Ale- 
house, and hia brainos sore beaten with the cniell 
tempests of Ale and Beere, fell Flonnce vpon a lowe 
Btall hard hy the }iouse, there being little difference in 
the Carcaase, for the otJier was dead, and he was dead- 
dninke, (the worse death of the tivainel there taking 
vp hia drunking Lodging, and the Peat-cart comming 
by, they made no more adoo, but taking Tiini for the 
dead Bodie, placed Tiitn amongst bi$ companions, and 
away they burred with him to the Pest-house: but 
there is an oulde Prouorbe, and now confirmed tme, a 
Druncken man nener takes harme : to the Approbation 
of which, for all his lying with inl'eelious Bedfellowea, 
the next morning a little before he should be buried, 
he stretclit and yawnde as wholesoKdy, as the best 
Tinker in all Banburic, and retvu-ned to his olde Vomit 
againe, and was druncke in Shoreditch before Eiiening. 

GINGLB-SPUB. 

This was a preltic Commedie of Errors, my round 
Host. 



O my Bullies, there was many such a part plaide 
vppon the Stage both of the Cittie and the Subburbs. 

Moreoner ray Gallants, some did noble Esployta, 
whose names I shame tu publish, in hiring Porters and 
base Vasaales to earrie their HeruaUts out in Sackes to 
White-chappell, and such out places to poore m^n 
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houses that worke to them, and therefore durst doo no 
otherwise but receiue them, though to their vtter mines, 
and detestable noysomnesae, fearing to displease them 
Ibr their Eeuenge ai'terwardes, as in putting their 
worke from them to others for their vtter Tndoing : 
how many such prankes thinke you haue beene pla;^de 
in the same fasliion onely to entertaine Customers, to 
ksepe tlieir shops open, and the Foreheads of their 
doores from (Lord haue mercy vpon vs) many I could 
set downe iieere and publish them, to the world, together 
with all their strange shiftos, and vncharitable deuices. 
Whereof one especially, notable and politicke may 
euen leade yon to the rest and driue you into Imagina- 
tion of many the like : for one to burie foure or fiue 
persons out of his hoose, and yet neither the Sexton of 
the same Parish, nor any else of his Neighbours in the 
Btreeto where hee dwelles in to haue inteUigence of it, 
"(but all thinges be they neuer bo lurking, breake forth 
at the last) this being the cunning aud close practise; 
politickly to indent with the Sexton of some other 
Church (as dwelling in one Pariah) to see the Sexton 
of another by a pretie peece of Siluer, to burie all that 
die in the same house in his Churchyard, which voide 
all suspition of the Plague from his shop, which may 
be at the least some sise or seuen Parish Churches off; 
or at another to practise the like ; notlung but com- 
pounding with a ranenous Sexton that lines vpon dead 
Carcasses, for no Trades were so much in vse as Cof- 
fimnakers and Sextons, they were the Lawers the last 
Va«?ation, and had there bountif ull Foes of their Grwie- 



28 



THE HEETUia OF OALLANTS 



I 



alients : wUerufore Uiey prayed as the Couutrie-folkes 
nt llnrtlonl did, (If report be uo lyar) very impiously 
and barbarously, tlml the sicknesse mighl la^ till the 
last CliristiiiaB j and this was their vnrbaritable mean- 
ings, and tlic vuchristian efloct of their wishes: tli&t 
ihcy niiglil haue tin; Tuarme kept at Hurtford, and the 
Sextons there Tearme still here in I^ndon : but Wm- 
chestor made n Goose of Harttbrd. and ended the 
strife : Thus like Alonsteis of Nature they nisht in 
their Barbarous lieitrls, that their desires might take 
such effects: and for the greedy Luerc of a fowe prinate 
and nieane persons, to sncke vp the life of tboiisandg. 

Many other tnarueUous euents happened, both in the 
Citty and eJse where. As for ejcample, In dead mans 
place at. Saint Maiy-ouema; a man servant being 
buried at seuen of the ctoeke in the momiug, and the 
graue siantling open for more dead Conunodities, at 
foure of the elocke in the same eueniog, be was got vp 
aliue agaiae 1^ strange miracle : which to be true and 
certaine, hundruds of people eaa teetifie that saw him 
aet like a iwuntry Ghost in his white peackled Sbeete. 
And it was not a thing rnknowne on the other ade, 
that tlte Countries were $triken,and that very grienonidj, 
many dying there: many going thither likewise fell 
downe ^nddainly and dyed, men on Ilutsefaaicke riding 
thither, strangdy striken in the midst of ther >ovmey8^ 
fbrc$t erther to light off, or fall off, and dye : and fcr 
eertun and substantiaD r^K<rt, wanj the last yeaic 
w«re buried noair vnto hye-waiee in the same iwder, 
in their doaths as thfy wens bmwd ami ^purd; emen 
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as they lighted off, rowld into Ditches, Pits and Hedges 
so lamentably, so rudely, and vnchristianlike, that it 
would haue made a pittifull, and remorcefuU eye blood 
shot, to see such a ruthfull and disordered Object: 
and a true heart bleed outright, (but not such a one as 
mine. Gallants, for my heart bleeds nothing but Ale- 
gant,) how commonly we saw here, the husband and 
the wife buried together, a weeping Spectacle containing 
much sorrow : how often were whole households emptied 
to fill vp Graves ? and how sore the violence of that 
stroake was, that strooke tenne persons out of one 
house, being a thing dreadfull to apprehend and thinke 
vpon; with many maruellous and strange Accidents. 
But let not this make you sad, Gallants : sit you mery 
stil : Here my dainty Bullyes, He put you all in one 
Goblet, and wash all these Tales in a Cup of Sack. 



P, 4, 1. 2S. — LyeitoK/ lennefatloTiie deepe. Tliis exptessioii 
3 ncit uncommon in contemporary writings. The reader wUl 
cnll to mind the exquisite song of Ariel, iu Sbokespeare's 
Tempeil, commencing, " Full fathom five thj father lies.'' 



P.6,1.8. Their ffroirKssorepier'st. Tlie foUowing acwiunt 
nf the symptoms of tlie plague, is taken from a tiDct entiileil A 
IKW treaiine nf the Pentitence, liy 8. H., 4\o. Land. 1603;— 
"The sigues to know wheu the body i» infected, are for the 
most part an apostum or tumor about the care, necle, under 
the ar:DC boles, or flanclce, with a fever, and sometimes there 
ariseth in some other parts of the bod; a darke gieene or cnll 
coloured sore. These signes for the most part dolh appeare, 
but not alw^ues ; but for the more certainty, we must consider 
these ^mtomes or signes that follow. There hapncth allet 
infection a great pricldng and shooting in the body, and 
especially in the necke, armeholes, and flanckes, also cxtreame 
heate within the body, and in the hands, knees, and feete retj 
cold, so that there is joyned with the same a shivering as in a 
fcTer: also there is heaviuesoftliu head, drjuesse of the mouth, 
with extreame thirst ; also a drowsinesse and great desire to 
sleepe : some againe are so watchfiill that they cannot sleepe, 
so that the; rave as though they were in a phrenic: there 
Iiappeneth also great paine in the head, faintncsse, sluggish- 
nesse, weaknesee of the limme, pensivenesse, no desire of meat, 
with often vomiting, the matter being hitter and of divers 
colours, Sec." See also Lodge's Treatise nf the Plague, 4to. 
Lond, 1«03, cap. iji. 
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P, 5, 1. 1 1. — Others'imc This word is D<it iiij>erte<l in fl 

glossaries lo S!iakes|)eare, ami jet it is Irequenlly iLsed by him 

and other poets in preference to the other double form. So 

in the MidnumiatT Night's Ihatm, Act, i. sc. 1, — 

■' How happy lome o'er oflienonie con he." 

P. 6, 1. 14. — Their gold into dead tnken*. A play o 
words. A uilieD, as it is almust uunecessary to say, was » 
siaall coin struck by private individuals U) pasa tor a GutMng, 
before the gnveniment issued those pieces. A tokeu signified 
also nianila petiilims, a spot on the body denoting thp infection 
of ilie plagTke. 

P. 7, 1. 10.-/(1 the forth part of a poore shart miii-ute. A 
iji miliar expics-sion occurs in Shakespeaie's Midmiiraner Sight's 
Drtum, Act, ii. sc. 3. 



P. 9, 1. 8.—/ vtnii fitly rail it the decease. The month of 
July was the most desliuctive durinf; the continuance of the 
plague. According to Stuw, Chron. by Howes, fol. Lond. 
1631, p. 827, eigbt hundred and fifty-seven persons died in 
IiOiidon of the plague during the week ending on July 34(h, 



P. 9, 1. 17. — The dangerous featherbedK. This is perhaps 
an humorous allusion to a, tale related by Lodge in Iiis Trea- 
tisenfihe P^lilmce, 4Ut. Lond. 1603, "of one that was sickc 
of the plague in Venice, which kept the venome seaveo yeares, 
and the Jirst that slept upon the same at the eud of the same 
tenne were sodainly surprised with the plague." The story is 
taken from Alexander Benedictna. 



P.9,l.W.—Slieetes that two dead bmlh-n iivre ii-inpt in. 
Thefullowing is estmcted from a pamphlet by James Bumford, 



eJltitJed, A shott Dintpipte conreniing the Plaijms inftciion, 
13mo. Lend. 1603, p. 1*: — " It halh heene proued that tlotliea 
of mfected persons luyed vp and Dot well ajred, being opened, 
though a, yeere oi mure ailer, haue inslantly renewed llie plague. 
Againe, we pereeiiie by llie smell that garments will relaine 
the sent of Wonnewood or Muske for a long time: tlie cause 
is not in the sent by itsclfe considered, but in the ayre which 
is the subiect of the sent. The plague in a gBument is a 
poysoned aire, being according to the nature thereat^ called 
by the learned the Dmlh of the Ayre, proceeding from the 
partie infected, and inrecting the garment, though not per- 
ceiued by smell: as the open, clcere and whulesome ayre of 
the heauens is healthfull for the body, though not perceiued 
by smell." It may be worth while tfl mention that the copy 
of Ibis rare little hook, in the library of the Royal Society, from 
which I have taken the above esliact, was a presentation copy 
from the amhor to his son, havbg the following autographicol 
memoTandum on tlie fly-leuf : " Samuel Bamfordes booke of 
I hia father's gifte." 

'. 10, 1. 17,— Being dinell ynmigh iviihrrat the ptaque. 
s is of course a pun on the word " Sattin" in Che previous 
I passage. 



1, 1. 22. — Heeimuld muitt from Ihihe Humfrey. One 
I of the aisles in St. Paul's was then called Duke Humphrey's 
I Walk. The expression "to dine with Duke Humphrey," 
I which is alluded to afterw'ards, was applied to persons, who, 
I heing unnhle either to procure a dinner by their own money 
r from the favour of their frientls, walk and loiter about 
I during dinner time. See Dugdale's " History of St. Paul's 
i'Cathedral," edited hy Sir Henry Ellis, p, 107. "Sundry 
fcllowes in their silkes shall ' he appointed to keepe duke 
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Hum&^e ooiup&ny in Poules, because tbp; know not where 
to gel ihdr dinners abroad." — A wondtrfid, iltanyi', aad 
mirtii-ul-nu Prf«jnn/iimli'm, by Nash. 4lo. Land. 1591. H»U 
olso alludes to (he ^me In one of lus sutircs, edit. 1602, 



" Ti> BoSio : Proo'It Ihnu nbae be diu'd to daj * 
In KHiUi I &air h[ip vt «f ilb Aake Humfrn^ : 
Manic good vcIcviiBh anil much gnttu flbefret 
Keep* he tOr evprie Mragliiig mralicrff ; 
Ad open home baiiDled with greaiv rcsorlt 
Lrmg HTvice mLxl v/ith muficol] dupdrt." 

P. II, ]. 28,— Full n/ the proelaimlian. There were so 
man; proclamalions issned concemiag the plague, that it 
would he difficult to say for cenuint; whirb one is here meant. 
One entiUed "Orders to he obsened against the Infection of 
the Plague," is preserved in the British Museum. 

P. 13, 1. ■25.~The lery n->sthrilii of tie <-oafh hortrs. It 
was supposed that the infectioo which was communicated 
through the nose, was of the most dangerous oatitfe. " The 
infection tulteu at the nostrills is more dangerous then otherwise, 
hecanse there are two organes or passages thai lead to the 
heart frum thence, mure then &om die mouth." — A new booie, 
intillrd, I amfitr yim all; hj James llanniog, 4lo. I^nd. 



P. 16, 1. 4, 5. — LnvdfT then ihe drum at the Bearf-garden. 
A faionrite place of amusement at this period, and the 'drum' 
appears to have touched the mn^cal senses of others, besides 
the author of the present tract. " Sound base in mine earcs 
lile the Be«i«-gatden drum,' JTu Blark Boote, 4io. Lond. 
1604, p. 3. The common saying of nwUng as much noise 
" as a bear.garden" perhaps owes its origin to the same ctt- 



NOTES. 

P. le, 1. 20.— FuMe .Sir ./••/m Olilca»lle. The whole of lliis 
j>a9sage is valualle, as affordiug an ai^umeiit fur the long 
Aispuled Uaditioti, banded ilown hi us by lUrae, lespcting 
Ihe original uume of Slialtespeure's famoiis fat Imight, Sir John 
Fatstafl'. I have rccenUy distuKsed the siiliject at length in a 
little worl " On the character of Sir John Falslaff, as originully 
exhibited by Shakespeare in the Two Parts of King Henry 
IV.,-8vo. Lond. 1841 (Kokering.) 






P. 17, I. 14.— Cnrt*. So in the original, but probably a 
roisUkc of the cotnposilor for the word earn. 

P, 17,1.21. — Excellent Muiitian at the Saiikbnt, and your 
oneltf rfaumw of the eanarict. A simihir jilay upon words 
occurs in the Memj Wivtt of IFiiirfior, Act Hi. so. 2, 

P. 19, 1. i.—Worlli>i Stowt'f Chrmitle. The first edition 
of Stows "Summarie of Euglysh Chronicles,' appeared in 
1561, of which (he only copy known, is in the collection (says 
Lowndes) of tlie Right Hon. Thomaa Orenville. The work 
here alluded to, was probably " The Chronicles or Annals of 
England from Brute,' 4to. Lond. 1580, 1592, and 1600. 



P. 19, 1 



ithe 



-Mare mitemblf then Derieke. This w 
naine of the common hangman at this time. He is very frc' 
quently alluded lo by contemporary writers. 

P. 21,1, H.— F;m» llie rut latlU of the wimlirtp. The ale- 
■ lioases at Ihia time were invariably distinguished by red lat- 
I .tices, and were otten known by this latter title. Falstatf, in 
I tiie Merry Wives of Wiadtor. Act ii. sc. 2, addressing Pistol, 
■■i»ys, " I myself sometinies, leaving the feur of heuven on the 

ft hand, and hiding mine bonoDr in my necesity, am &in 
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Ui shuffle, lo hedge, and to Iiircli : iind yet you, rofjue, will en- 
sconce your rags, your cal-fl-mounlaiii locks, i/iiut red-lailiee 
phratei, and your bold-beiiting oatlu', uiiilor tlie shelter ui' yovr 
honuiu t" 

P. ai, 1. 20. — £aii4rr now f;f hii hont In ytl vjta tap of 
Powlet, An allusion to Bankes'^ celebrated "dancing horee," 
SCI oftea mentioned by contemporary writers. See Malone's 
edition of ShaJcespeare, by Buswell, vol. ir, p. 29!). 

P. 23, 1. 9. — As if they had heeae pulling downe a kmue of 
fyre. It inay nut be out of place tu mention ihst the first idea 
of nur present fire-engines was given in a curious work, called 
A txmt^ named Lueariolaee, by Cyprian Lucar, 'Ito. Lond. 
1590, p. 167, where maybe fumid an account, wilh an en- 
graving, of " a aquitt which bath bene devised tu ea-st much 
water upon a burning bouse, wishing a like squirt, and plenty 
of waier to be alwales in a readinesse where fire may do 

P, 24, 1. Hi.— ij t/ie top of Powles on fire aijaiitei' This 
may perhaps allude to the destructive fire in the year IStll, 
when the whole steeple was destroyed, and which created a 
great sensation at the time. An account of this unfortunate 
DCcunence was published under the title of " The Irue report 
of the bumyng of the step! and churche of Powles in London," 
12mo. Lond. 15tH, which is reprinted in the Arckiealoffia, 
vol. si. p, 74. See Dugdale's " History of St. Paul's Cathe- 
dral," edited by Sir Henry ElKs, p. 9t>. Decker, however, in 
his Wnnderftdl Yeare, 4to. Lond. 1603, speaks of "the toppe 
of Powles, which vpon my knowledge hath bene burnt twice 
or thrice." Our author more probably, therefore, refers to 
some more recent occiuteace. 



NOTES. 



P. 25, 1. 2S.— Mads Knight •>/ ilm Pest-i-art. Between the 

jme of King James's arriviil at Berwick in April, 1603, and 

I 'die second of May, lie made, accoTiiing to Su>w, two hundred 

. and lliirty-seven knights ; and in the .Inly following, between 

■,e and foui bundled. This may then perhaps be said in 

[ ridicule of an order which had become so common. Mrs. 

I Page, in ihe Merry Wines of Windiar, Act ii. sc. 1. says, 

" these Knights will hack," and therefore adriaes Mrs. Ford 

not to " alter the article of her genliy" by accepting the fat 



P. 26, 1. Zl.—Thu HW a pretHe Commedie of Ettots. 

\ This may ur may not be an allusion to Shakespeare's comedy, 

' and the deciaon of the question is of little moment, as we 
know that plu; was written long belute tlie publication of the 
present tract. Chalmers, Supple-mmtal ApiAogy, p. 279, sug- 
gests that " before the decease of Shakespeare, it had become 
proverbial lo give tb^^^ appellation to different dramafi of a 

, comic tind." I have obsen'ed many passages in contemporary 
ters wliicli confirm this conjecture. Anton, in his Phitono- 

i pkicaU Salyres, ito. Lond. lOKi, p. 51, esclaims— 

« What Comedies of Cnnis swell tba stage !" 
I which appears to be a general and not particular allusion. 



P, 27, 1. y.—Lurd hane mercy vpon vs. This was the in- 
I Ecriptiun put upon the door of the houses infected with the 
plague. Biron, in Loiv's Lahaaft Lott, Act v. sc. 2, compares 
e love of himiielf and his companions to this, — 

" Soil, let US a» ; — 
Wnte, Lt>rd havr mcrc^ on Mt, on tLosa threfl; 
Tlujr ■» Inflated, in their IiEVtaUliEi; 
Tliey lisTB llie[iliigue,HDd ciqghtit af juuceyei: 
These hndi ore risled ; joa ira nol hee. 
Vat (be Lord's tukeu on jou da I He," 
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B'*li*i"B weed, .^c. Fur tliia wilhdmwitiK yourself a little will 

IDijch lienelit yoiii suit, wLich else, bj Uin long wulMng, 

Riuld be stale to the wlwie speclators : but howsoeyer if 

's jucls be once up with their elbows, and (luarreiling 

strike eleven ; as soon as ever the olouk has parted Iheni, 

knd ended the Gray with his hammer, let nut the Diike'ii 

joutain you any longer, but pass away apace iii open 

which departure, if by chance you either encounter 

r aloof off throw your inquiisitive Bye upon auy knight or 

Inquire, being your familiar, salute hint not by his name of 

^Bir such a one, or so ; but call him Ned or Jack, Ike. This 

S your estimation with great men : and if, though 

B^re be a doxen companies between you, 'tis the better, he 

1 aloud to yuu, for that is most genteel, to know where 

B'lie shall find you at two o'clock ; tell Iiim at such an ordinary, 

and be sure to name those that are dearest, and 

ftwhtthei none but your gallauts resort. Ailer dinner you 

I may appear again, haviug trasslaled yotU'self out of your 

t English cloth cloak into a light Turkey grogram, if you 

^bave that happiness of shifting; and tlicn be seen, ibr a 

«o, to correct your teeth with some quiU or silver 

instrument, aud to cleanse your gums with a wrought hutid- 

kercbief : it skills not whether you dined or no ; that is best 

to your stomack ; or in what place you dined ; though 

i with cheese, of your own mother's making, iu your 

ler or study. Now if you chance to be a gallant not 

crost among citizens ; that is, a gallant in the mercer's 

exalted for satins and velvets ; if you be not so much 

D be crost; as I bold it the greateat blessing in the 

rorld to be gieat in no man's books, your Paul's walk is 

iT only refngc : the Duke's tjunb is a sanctuary ; and will 

alive &om worms, and land rals, that long lo be 

iding on your carcass : there you may spend your legs in 
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winter a whole afternoon; converse, plot, laugh, and talk 
anything ; jest at your creditor, even to his face ; and in the 
evening, even by lamp-light, steal out ; and so cozen a 
whole covey of abominable catchpolls."— pp. 96 — 9. 
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TAe Pleasant ffistorie of the two angrie women 

of AUngion. With the humorous mirthe of Dick 

Cooyiies and Nicholas Prouer&es, two Seruinffmm. 

As it wag lately plagde by the right Honorable the 

t Earle of Nottingham, Lord high Adimrall^ his 

I germnts. By Henry Porter Gent. Imprinted at 

I London for Iosq>h Hunt, and William Ferbrand, 

and are to be solde at the Comer of Golman-gtreete, 

nepre Loathburie. 1599. 4to, 

Another 4to., printed for Ferbrand alone, was 
I published during the samo year. 



The text of the former 4to., which is, I appre- 
hend, the earlier impression, has been adopted in 
the present reprint, except where the readings of 
the other edition have been occasionally preferred, 
I and where obvious typographical errors have been 
\ rectified. Every mumte particular in which the 
\ second 4to. differs from the first, I have thought 
I it unnecessary to note. The absurd punctuation 
L and faulty metrical arrangement of the old copy 



have not been followed; and I must be allowed 
to add, that I have retained the original spelling 
only in accordance to the decision of the Percy 
Council . 

Though Henry Porter wlib a dramatist of con- 
siderable reputation, all hie productions, except 
the comedy now reprinted, appear to have utterly 
perished; and, I believe, the only materials to be 
found for hia biography are the subjoined memo- 
randa in the Diary of Henslowe,* 

" PA lliis 23 (if Agiisli- 15!>7 k. Harej Porter U. 
oLTje to T. Nafhe non' at Ihts tvme in the filele for 
wrydnge of the eylle af Dogges ten shellinges to bee 
paide agen Ui me when he canne I sa; ten shillinges 

Lent uulo ihe L-ompan; the 30 of Maye 1508 to b;e < 
a booclef (.■ailed tow prevented the some nf fower 
powndeK dd, to Thomas Diiwlou, Mr. Porter | 

Lcnl unto the compmij thu IK of Aguste J59S lo 
bye a Booke called IlnoU Aager ><ine coteld of Mr. 
Porter, Mr. Cheatlell and beugemcn Johnson in full 
payment, the some of 

Lent unto Thomas Dowton the 23 of Desemberl ^ 
1S9B tobyeaboocke of Harey Poitei called Iht 2])leV "1 
of the i angrey Wemen of Abengtnn 



* For these I am indebted to tlie kindness of Mr. J. P. 
Collier, who is now editing Ilenslowe's Diary fur the Shake- 
speare Sociu^. He portiinis of it which nvw piiblishcil liy 
Malone iirp rerj- incorrectly giien. 

■I- Booh in these entries means — piny- 
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Lent unto Harey Porter at the request of the com^ 
pany in earnest of his booke called ij merey women of 
ahington the some of forty shellings and for the resayte 
of that money he gave me his faythfull promise that / xl 
I should have alle his bookes which he writte ether 
him selfe or with any other which some was dd. the 
28th of febreary 1698 [-9]. J 

Lent unto Harey Cheattell the 4 of March 1598 [-9] \ 
in eameste of his boocke which Harey Porter and he I 
is a writtinge the some of— called the Spencers. J 

Lent Harey Porter the 11 of Aprell 1599 the some) s d 
of ) ii vj 

Lent Hary Porter the 16 of Aprell 1599 the some) d 
of J xij* 

Lent Harey Porter the 5 of Maye 1599 the some) s d 

r • • • 

of j y VJ 

Lent Harey Porter the 15 of Maye 1599 the some) s d 

r • • • 

of j 11 V 

Be it knowne unto all men that I Henry Porter do owe 
unto Phillip Henchlowe the some of xs of lawfiill money of 
England which I did borrowe of hym the 26 of Maye a**, dom. 
1599 Henry Porter.f 

The Tim Angry Women of Abington is thus 
noticed by the late Charles Lamb : " The pleasant 
comedy, from which these extracts are taken, is 
contemporary with some of the earliest of Shake- 
speare's, and is no whit inferior to either the 



* This entry is struck through, the money having been 
repaid. 

t This entry is in Porter's own handwriting. 
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Comedy of Errors, or the Taming of the Shrew, 
for instance. It is full of business, hmnour, and 
merry malice. Its night-scenes are peculiarly 
sprightly and wakeful. The versification unen- 
cumbered, and rich with compound epithets.'''** 

A. D. 



* Spec, of EngL Dram. Poets, ii. 185, ed. 1835. 



THE 

TWO ANGRIE WOMEN OF ABINGTON. 



B 



THE PKOLOGtTi;. 



Es, 1 tome to yee like one Uiat lackea and 
would borrow, but was loth to aske least he should be 
denyed : I would a8ke,'but I would aske to obteine; 

would I knew that manner of asking ! To beg were 
base, and to cooche low and to earrie an humble shew 
of entreatie were too dog-like, that fawnes on his 
tnaiater to get a bone from his trencher : out, curre ! 

1 cannot abide it ; to put on the shape and liabit of this 
new worlds new tbund b^gars, mistermed souldiers, 
as thus ; ' Sweet gentlemen, let a poore scholler implore 
and eserate that you would make him rieho in the 
possession of a mite of your fauours, to kecpe him a 
true man in wit, and to pay for his lodging among the 
Muses I so God him heipe, he is driuen to a most lowe 
estate : tia not vnlsnowne what seruice of words hee 
hath heene at ; hee lost his limnie^ iu a late (.■onflict 
of floute ; a braue repulse and a hotte assaidt it was, 
he dooth protest, as euer he sawe since he knew what 
the report of a volley of iests were ; he shall therefore 
desire you' A plague vpon it, each beadle dis- 
dained would whip him from your company. Well, 
gentlemen, I cannot tell how to get your fauours 
better then by desert ; then the worse lucke, or the 
worse wit, or somewhat, for I shall not nowe deserue it. 
Well, then,' I commit myselfe to my fortunes, and 
your contents ; contfinted to die, if your senere iudge- 
ments shall iudge nie to he stun-; to death with the 
adders hisse. 



• IVrll, (ft™] Sot. ed. " Welcome then. 



THE NAMES OF THE SPEAKERS. 



M.[a8teb] Goubsey. 

Mist.[kess] Goubsey. 

M. [aster] Babnes. 

Mist.[bess] Babnes. 

Fbanke Goubsey. 

PniLLrp [Babnes] 

Boy. 

Maix Babnes. 

Dick CooBfES. 

Hodge. 

Nicholas Pbouebbs. 

Sm Raph Smith. 

[Lady Smith.] 

Will, Sir Raphes man. 

\^ Other Attendants.'] 



The names of the speakers'] From the sec. ed. Not in first eA 



THE PLEASANT COMEDY 

OP THE 

TWO ANGRIE WOMEN OF ABINGTON. 



Enter Maister Goursey and his wifcy and Maister 
Barnes and his wife, unth their two sonnes, and their 
two seruants, 

Maister Goursey, Good maister Barnes, this enter- 
taine of yours, 
So full of courtesie and riche delight. 
Makes me misdoubt my poore abilitie 
In quittance of this friendly courtesie. 

M, Bar, O maister Goursie, neighbour amitie 
Is such a iewell of high reckoned worth. 
As for the attaine of it what would not I 
Disburse, it is so pretious in my thoughts ! 

M, Goluy. Kinde sir, neere dwelling amitie indeed 
Offers the hearts enquirie better view 
Then loue thats seated in a farther soile. 
As prospectiues* thef neerer that they be 



* prospectiues'] i.e. prospects, views, scenes in sight ; a meaning 
of the word which is found in much later writers, 
t the] So sec. ed. First ed. " he." 
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Yeeld better iudgement 
Things seeDe farre ofF ai 
When their true shape is 
M. Bar. True, sir, tifi 
Meere* amitie, Tamihar i 
The consen gennaine vn 



o the iudging ej^ ; 

3 lessened in the eye, 
scene being hard by. 
80 ; and truly I esteeme 
eighhoiirhood, 
o wedded loue- 



M. Gofwjr, I, sir, there surely some alionce twixt 

For they huue both the off-spring from the heart : 
Within the hearts bloud ocean atiH are found 
lewels of amitie and iemmea of loue. 

M. Bar. J, maister Goursey, I haue in my time 
Seene many sliipwracka of true honestie ; 
But incident such dangere euer are 
To them that without composec siule so farre : 
"Why, what need men to swim when they may wade ? 
But leane this taike, enough of this is sayd : 
And, maister Goursey, in good faith, sir, welcome ; — 
And, miatresse Goursey, I am much in debt 
Tnto your kindnes that would visit me. 

SIu. Gou. O maister Barnes, you put me but in 



Of that which I should say ; tis we that are 
Indebted to your kindnes for this cheere : 
Which debt that we may repay, I pray lets haue 
Sometimes yonr company at our homely house. 
Mia. Bar. That, raistrease Goursie, you shall surely 
haue; 



* Meere] i.e. absolute, perfect. 
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Heele" be a bould guest 1 warrant yee. 
And boulder too with you theu I would haue liim. 
Mis. Gou. How do ye meane he will be bould witi 

Mis. Bar. Why, be will trouble you at homo, forsooth, 
Often call in, and aake yee how yee doe ; 
And sit and chat with you all day till night, 
And all night toot, if he might hauc his will. 

M. Bar. I, wife, indeed, I ihanke her for herkindnes; 
She hath made me much good cheere pnssing tliat way. 

Mis. Bar. Passing wel done off her; she is a kind 
woncli. — 
I thanke yee, mistrease Goursoy, for my Imsband ; 
And if it hap your husband come uur way 
A hunting or such ordinary sporte, 
lie do as much for yours as you for mine. 

M. Gou. Pray do, forsooth. — Clods Lord, what 
meana the woman ? 
iShe speakea it scornfully : i faith I care not ; 
Things are well sjioken, if they be well taken. — \_AHde.'] 
What, mistresse Barnes, is it not time to pait ? 

Mis. Bar. Wliata a docks, syrra? 

JVicholas. Tis but new strucke one. 

M. Gou. I haue some busines in the towiiu by three. 

M. Bar. Till then lets walke into the orchard, sir. 
What, can you play at tables? 

M. Gou. Yea, 1 can. 



• tfwfc] Rend, for the metre, •' Be will." 
■f too] So ueo. ed. First ed. " to." 
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M. Bar. What, ^hall we Iuik a gm»e ? 

Jtf. Gou. And if y oo please. 

M.Bar. lfiuth,conleDt; wede^iendanlKnrersth — 
Sjrrra, fetch the tables." 

Xirh. I win, sir. &*. 

^i/. Sirra Franke, whibt thev are plajring heere, 
Weelu to the greene to bo«les. 

I'm. Phillip, coDl^it. — Comes, cume hether, sirra: 
Wbai onr Rubers part, call vs vpon the greene. — 
Phillip, come, a rabbersf, and so leaue. 

PhL Come on. Exeunt [Phiujp and Fkascm}- 

Coma. Sbload, I do not likt; the hmnor of tbe^e 
SptingaU ; (heil ^pend all their fsthere good at gam- 
ming. But lei ihemtrowle the howlesvpponthe greene; 
He trowle the bowles in the butleiy by the leane of 
God and maister Barnes: and his men be good feQowes, 
eo it b ; if they be not, let them goe sneik vp.{ £nlL 

Enter Nicholas vtCA Ihe tables. 
M. Bar. So, set them downe. — 
Mistresse Gom-aey, how do yon like this game ? 
M\s. Goa. Well, sir. 



tbere wu no n 



y in the tbeures at I] 



I niUm] Sw. ed. " robber :" but the other fbrni is cmomoa 
} nidttp] Or, u the wc. ed. reads, '■ImckI7^'' — eqiundent to 
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M. Bar. Can yee play at it? 

Mis. Gou. A little, sir. 

M. Bar. Faith, so can my wife. 

M. Gou. Why,t]ien,mais1erBarne8,andifyouptea3e, 
Our wiues sliall trie the qtiarrell twixt va two. 
And wede looke on. 

M.Bar. Iameontent.-What,women,*willyoui)lay? 

Mis. Gou. J care not greatly. 

Mii. Bar. Nor I, but that I thinke sheele play me 

M. Gail. lie see she shaJl not. 

Mis. Bar. Nay, sir, she will be sure you shall not see, 
You of all men shall not marke her hand ; 
She hath such close oonueyance in her play. 

M. Go[u'\r. la she so cunning gmwne ? Come, 

Sits. Gour. Yea, miatris Bams, wil ye not house 
your iests, 
But let them rome abroad so carelesly? 
Faith, if your ieaUous toung vtter another, 
lie croase yee with a iest, and yee ' 
Come, shall we play ? 

Mis. Bar. I, what shaD we play 

Mis. Gour. A pound a game. 

M. Gour. How, wife? 

Mis, Gour. Faith, hnsband, not a farthing lease. 

M. Gour. Itiatoomuch; a ahillingweregoodgam 



ire my mother. — 

[ Aside. 1 



>»«■] Sec. ed. "woman;" wluch is probably light : svi 
I afterwards, p. 1 1, and (whore both cds. have " wiiioan ") p. 13. 
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Mix. Gout. No. weell be ill huawiues once ; 
You haue beene oft ilt husbands : lets alone. 

jV. Bar. Wife, will you play so much ? 

Ma. Bar. I would be loath to be eo frandte a 
gaimster 
As mistresse Goorsey is ; and yet for once 
De play a pound a game as well as she. 

M. Bar, Go to, youle haue jxyax wilL 

[_Offir lo gofivm ikent. 

Mi*. Bar. Come, ther's ray stake. 

Ma. Gout. And ther's mine. 

M\is']. Bar. Throw for tlie dice. Ill luck ! thfU they 

M. Bar. Maister Goursey, who sayes that gauiings 
bad. 
When such good angels* walke twist euery cast? 
M. Gout. This is not noble sport, but royall play. 
M. Bar. It must be so where royals" waike so tasi 
Mist. Bar. Play right, 1 pray. 
Mist. Gout. Why, go I doe. 
Mig. Bar. WLere stands your man ? 
Mu. Goar. In his right place. 
MU. Bar. Good faith, I thinke ye play me foule ait'l 



M. Bar, No, wife, she playes yee true. 
Mis. Ba. Peace, husband, peace; ile ni 
by yoQ. 



be iudgd 



4 



* oHffA. . . rDjni&] GoliI cujis. The wotiIs ^vi^ 
imnimerriilc piiiw in onr cmrlj i]r.imaa. 



OF AB1NCT0^. 



II 



Mis. Gou. HuBbiuid, maister Bamea, pray both go 
walke; 
We cannot play, if standers by doe talfce. 

3f. Gou, Well, to your game ; we. will not trouble 
ye. Go from them. 

Mis. Gou. Wbere stands yotir man now ? 

Mis. Bar. Doth bee not stand right ? 

Mis. Gow. It stands betweene the poynts. 

Mis. Bar. And thats my spight. 
But yet me thintea the dice mnnes much vneoen, 
That I throw but dewes aae and you elouon. 

Mis. Gou, Andyet you see that I cast downe the hill. 

Mis. Bar, I, I beshrow ye, tis not with my will. 

Mis. Gou. Do ye besbrow me ? 

Mis. Bar. No, I beslirow the dice, 
That turne you vp more at once then me at twise. 

Mis. Gou. Well, you shall see them tume for you 

Mis. Bar. But I care not for them when your game 

Mis. Gou. My game ! what game ? 

Mis. Bar. Your game, your game at tables. 

Mis. Go[i/]. Wei, mistrease, wel, 1 haue red -^Isops 

And know your morrals meaning well ynough. 

Mis. Bar. Loe,you'lbeangrienow ! heres'goodstuffe. 
M. Gou, How now, women ?twhohath won thegame? 
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Mii. Gtnt. No bmlie rel. 
M. Bar. Your wife's the &iredt fort. 
Mu. Bar. I, in your eye. 
Mis. Gnu. How do you meane ? 
5tU. Bar. He holds you fairer foi't then L 
MU. Goti. For what, forsooth ? 
Mis. Bar. Good gamester, for your game. 
M. Bar. Well, trie ft out j 'tis all bat in the bear- 
ing.' 
Afu. Bar. 'Sa.j, if it come to bearing shel be best. 
MU. Gou. Vfhy, you'r as good a bearer as the rest, 
Mu. Bar. Nay, that's not so ; yon beare one man 

MU. Gou. Better do so then beare not any. 
M. Bar. Beahiow me, bat my wifes testes g 
too bitter ; 

Plainer speeches for her were more fitter :t 
Hahoe lies imbowelled in her tongue, 

t new hateht hale make^ euery ieet a wrong. 

r. Goti. Looke ye, miatresse, now I hit ye. 
Mil. Bar. Why, I, you neuer vse to misse a blotj ^ 
Especially when it standg eo faire to bit. 

MU. Gou. How meane ye, mistresse Barnes ? 

MU. Bar. That mistresse Goorse's in the hitting 



• faurnip] A leriii of tJif gNme. 

\ Jiaa] Eda. " beltur," — the eye at the (-riKinal r 
haiing caugbl tb« word sbore^ 
X AM] A term of the guav. 
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Mis. Goii. I hot" 






but, had I knowne, 
I would hauG hail my mou stood nearer home. 

Mia. Gou. Why, hud ye kept your man in liis right 
place, 
I should sot then haue hit him with an n^e. 

Mia. Bar. Right, by the Lord ! » plague ypon the 
bones ! 

Mis. Gou. And a hot mischiefe on the curser too ! 

M. Bar. How now, wife? 

M. Gou. Why, whats the matter, woman ? 

Mis. Gout. It is no matter: I am 

Mis. Bar. I, you are 

Mu. Gou. Wliat am I ? 

Mis. Bar. Why, thata as you vriil be euer. 

Mis. Gou. That's euery day as good as EameBea wife. 

Mis. Bar. And better too : then what needs al this 
trouble ? 
A single horse is wooree then that beares double. 

M. Bar. Wife, go to, haue regard to what you say; 
Let not your words paase foorth the veirge of reason. 
But keepe within the bounds of modestie. 
For HI report doth like a biulifie stand, 
To pound the straying and tlic wit-lost tongue 
And mokes it forfeit into follies hands. 
Well, wife, you know it is no honest part 
To entertainc sueh guests with iestes and wrongs : 
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What will ilie ueiglibring 
Whea as they heare that you fell out at dinner? 
Forsooth, theyl call it a pot qiiarrell strdghi: 
Tlie bejt they'I name it, is a wonians iangling. 
Go too, be nilde, be ruldu. 

Mit. Bar. Gods Lord, be rnlde, be mlde! 
What, thiake ye 1 hane such a babJea wit. 
To haue a rods correction for my tongue V 
Scboole infoncie ; I am of age lo speake. 
And I know when to speake : shall I be chid 



MU. Gou. What a? nay, nijslr<?9se, epeal:e it out; 
I scome your 8topt compares: oonipBre not me 
To any but your equals, mistresse Barnes. 

M. Gou. Peace, wife, be quiet. 

M. Bar. O, perswade, perswade !- — 
Wile, mUtreBse Goursey, shall I wiiiiir your tliuughts 
To composition of some kind effects ? 
Wife, if you lone your credit, leaue this strife. 
And come shake bands ivith mistresse Goursey here. 

Mis. Bar. Shal I shake hands ? let her fro shake her 

She gets nor hands, nor friendship at my tiiuids : 
And so, sir, while I Hue I will take heud. 
What guests I bid againe vnto my house. 

M. Bar. Impatient woman, will you be .so stiffe 
In this absurdnes? 

j1.fi*. Bar. I am impatient now I speake : 
But, sir. He tell you more another time ; 

loo. I will not take; it as 1 Imiie done. E*-it. 
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Mis.Gou. Nay,8hemightstay;Iwillnotlongbeheere 
To trouble her. Well, maister Barnes, 
I am some that it was our happes to day. 
To haue our pleasures parted with this fray 
I am Borrie too for all that is amisse. 
Especially that you are moou'de in this ; 
But be not so, 'tis but a womans iarre, 
Their tongues are weapons, words there blowes of war; 
'Twas but a while we huffetted you saw, 
And each of va was willing to withdraw ; 
There was no harme nor hloudshed you did see : 
Tush, feare vs not, for we shall well agree. 
I take my leaue, sir. — Come, kind hanod man, 
That speakes his wife so faire, I, now and than ; 
I know you would not for an hundreth pound 
That 1 should heare your voycea churlish aomid ; 
I know you haue a farre more milder time 
Then 'Peace, be quiet, wife'; but I haue done. 
Will ye go home ? the doore directs the way ; 
But, if you will not, my dutie is to stay.* 

M. Bar. Ha, ha ! why, heres a right woman, ia 
there not ? 
They both haue din'de, yet see what stomackatheyhane! 

M. Gou. Well, maisti?r Barnes, we cannot dowith all;f 
Let vs be friends still. 

* stay] Here probably Mistrcsii Goursej lihuuld innke her 
f ae i:an7mt da kM aU] Lc we cannot help it : " with all" ahould 
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M. Bar. O, maister Gonrsey, the mettell of imi' inimls, 
Haaing the temper of true reason iii tliem. 
AflbordeB* a better edge of argument 
For tlie inamtaiiie of our fumiliar louej^ 
Then the soft leaden wit of women can ; 
Wherefore with all the parte of neighbour iouc 
I impart f myselfe to maister Gouraey. 

M. Gqu. And with exrliange of lone I do recpine it : 
Then here weell part, partners of two curst wiuea. 

M. Bar. Oh, where shall wee And a man so blest that 
ia not? 
But come ; your busiuesse and my home affaires 
Makes me deliuer that vnfriendly word 
Mongst friends, farewell. 

M. Gou. Twentie farewels, sir. 

M. Bar. But harke ye, maister Goursey ; 
Looke ye perswade at home as I will do ; 
What, man I we must not alwaies haue them foes, 

M. Gou. K I can helpe it. 

M. Bar. God helpe, God helpe ! 
Women are euen vntoward creatures stii. Exeunt. 



Enter Philip, Francis, and his 'RoYj/tqi 
Pfiil. Come on, Franke Goursey ; you haue had 
good luf ke 
To winne the game. 



* Affainki] So see. ed. Krst ed. " Afiborde." 
t / impart] The author probably wrote, " / do 
« the next linv. 
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Fran 


^\lly, tell me, i^t not good, ^^| 


Thatne 


uer playd before vpon your greene ? ^^H 


pm. 


'Tis good, but tbat it cost me ten good crowneas^^H 


That makes it worse. ^^| 


Fran 


Let it not greeue thee, man ; come ore to vsi^^^f 


We will deuise some game to make you win ^^^| 


Yourm 


oney backe againe, aweet Philip. ^^H 


Phil 


And that shall be ere long, and if I liue: ^^H 


But tell 


mee, Francis, what good horses haue yee, ^^^H 


To hunt this sommt^r? ^^^| 


Fra. 


Two or three iades, or so. ^^^H 


Pha. 


Be they but tades? ^^H 


Fran 


No, fmtli; my wag string here ^^H 


Did founder one the last time that he rid, ^^H 


The best gray nag that euer I laid my leg ouer. ^^^| 


a,. 


Ton meane the flea bitten. ^^ 


Fran 


Good sir, the same. 


B«j. 


And was the same the best that ere yourid on? 


Fran 


I, was it, sir. ^H 


Be,. 


I faith, it was not, sir. ^^H 


Fran 


No! where had I one so good? ^^| 


Boy. 


One of my colour, and a better too. ^^^H 


Fran 


One of your colour! I nere remember him; ^^^| 


One of that cotourl ^^| 


Boy. 


Or of that complexion. ^^H 


Fran 


Wliats that ye caU compk-xion in it horse? ^^| 


Bay. 


The colour, ^^H 


Fran 


Set me a colour on your iest, or I will — ^^^| 


Boy. 


Nay, good sir, hold your hands I ^^^| 


Fraj 


What, shai we haue it? ^^H 



IS 
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Boy. Why, sir, I canDot p^nt. 

Fran. Well, then, I Mm; 
And I shtUl find a pensill for jee, dr. 

Bo;/. Then I must linde the table, if yon do. 

Fran. A whoresen, harren, wicked vrchen! 

Boff. Looke how you chafe [you would be ongiy a 
If I should tell it you. 

Fran, Go to, De tmger ye, and if you do not, 

Boy. Why, sir, the horse that I do mcane 
Hath a leg both straight and cleone, 
Thut hath nor spauen, splint, nor flawe. 
But is the best that euer ye saw; 
A pretie rising kiiee, O knee ! 
It is OS- round as round oiay bej 
Tlie full flanke makes the buttock round: 
This palfray standeth on no ground 
When as my maiater'a on her backe. 
If that he once do say but, ticke ;• 
And if he pricke her, you ahall see 
Her gallop amaine, she is so free; 
And if he glue her but a nod, 
She thinkea it ia a riding rod; 
And if hee'I haue her softly go, 
Then she trips it like a doe; 
She comes so easie with the raine, 
A twine thred tumes her backe againe; 
And truly I did nere see yet 
A horse play proudlier on the bit; 



OP ABINOTON. 



19 



My maistiT with good managing 

Brought hfT first vnto the ring;* 

He likewise taught her to comet, 

To runne, and auiidainlie to set; 

Shee's cunning in the wilde goose race, 

Nay, shee's apt to euery paoe; 

And to prooue her colour good, 

A flea, eDamourd of her blood, 

Digd for chanels in her ueeke. 

And there made many a crimson specke : 

1 thinke theres none that vae to ride 

But con her pleasant trot abide; 

She goes bo euen Tpon the way, 

■She will not stumble in a day; 

And when my maister — 

Fran. What do I? 

Boff. Nay, nothing, sir. 

PAH. 0, fie, Franke, fie I 
Nay, nay, your reason hath no justice now, 
I must needs say; perawade him first to speake. 
Then chide liim for it! — Tell me, prettie wag. 
Where stands this prawncer, in what inne or stable? 
Or, hath thy maister put her out to runne, 
Tlien, in what fieUl, what championf feeds this conreer, 
This well paste, bonnie ste«d that thou so pratsest? 



* Bnmght her Jirst vMn the rm^j Le, taught faer Iti tread the 
novements in different dircctionB 
u piece of ground: 



within It ling marked u 



t r*uw 



ae taid gnod JJnibnndrff, &ti. p. IS, aqq. (>(L 1631. 
" in] A furm of .•h;m)mg» '■(uiiniim in i>iir ™ 
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Bt^. Fiiitb, sir, I thiitkii — 

Fran. Villaine, what do je thinke? 

Boi/. I thinke that you, sir, haue bene nskt by many, 
But yet I DGUur heard that ye toldc any, 

Phil. Well, boy, then I w ill adde one more lo many, 
And aske thy maister where this iennet feeds. — 
Come, Franke, tell me, nay, prethie, t«ll me, Franke, 
My good horse maister, tell me — by thia light, 
I will not steale her from the«; if I do. 
Let me be held a felone to thy loue. 

Fran. No, Phillip, no. 

Phil. What,wiltthou were apoynt* but witli one tag? 
Well, Francia, well, I flee you are a wag. 

Enter Comes. 
Com. Swonda, where be theae timber turners, these 
trowle the bowles, theae greene men, these — 
Fran. What, what, sir? 
Comes. These bowlers, sir. 
Fran. Well, sir, what aay you to l^owlers? 
Contes. Why, I aay they cannot be saued. 
Fran. Tour reason, sir? 
Com. Beeause they throw away their soules at euery 

Fran. Their soulea! how meaue ye? 

Phil. Sirra, he meanes the soule of tlie bowle. 



* will than tcere a poynf, &u.] L e. wilt tbuu wear, &c: j 
!aiis our? uf the tagged lacea which were utied in (Ireas, 
•ch the hoae or breeches to llie doublet, &u. 
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Fran. Lord, how his wit holds bias like a bowle! 

Com. Well, wliich is the bias? 

Fran. This next to yoa. 

Com. Najj tume it this way, then the bowle goes 

Bny. Rub, rub! 
Com. Why rub? 
Boy. Why, you ouercast the marke, and tnisse ttie 

Com. Nay, boy, I vse to take tlie fayrestof myplay. 
PhU. Dicke Comes, me thinkea thou art* verie 



Whenf gotst thou this memR humor? 

Com. In your fathers seller, the merriest place in 
th' house. 

PhU. Then you haue bene carowsing hard? 

Co. Yes, faith, 'tis oar custome when your fathers 
men and we meete. 

PhU. Thou art very welcome thither, Dicke. 

Com. By God, I thanke ye, sir, Ithankeye, air: by 
God, I hftue a quart of wine for ye, air, in anyplace of 
the world. There shall not a aeruingman in Barkeahire 
fight better for ye then I will do, if you haue any 
quarrell in hand: you shall haue the maiden-head of 
my new sword,- I paide a quarters wages for't, by 
leaua. 

PhU. Ob, this meate failer Dicke! 
How well t'aa made the apparell of his wit, 



• Otim arf] So aw. eA. 
t Whtn'] qy. •• Wlifr' 
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And brought it into fnshion of an honor! — 
Prelhe, Dicke Comes, but tell me how thon iloost? 
Ciaites. Faith, sir, like a poore man of eeraice. 

PkH. Or seniingman. 

Comes. Indeed, so colled by the vulgar. 

J%il. Why, where the diuell hadst thou that ward? 

Comet. Oh, sir, you haue the mo^t eloqnen;?t ale in 
all the* world; our blunt soyle aifoords none sndi. 

Fran. Philip, leaue talking with this dronken fool& — 
Soy, airra, where's my father? 

Come*. ' Marty, I thanke ye for my very good 
cbeare.' — ' O Lord, it is not so much worth.' — ' You 
see I am bold with ye.' — * Indeed, you are not «> 
bolde as welcome; I pray ye, come oftner.' — Tmly, 1 
shall trouble ye.'— All these eeremonies are dispatcbt 
between them, and they are gone. 

Frail. Are they so? 

Comes. J, before God, are they, 

Fran. And wherefore eame not yoo to call me, tken? I 

Com. Bccaose I vias loth to change my game. 

Fran. What pame? 

Co. Ton were at one sort of bowles, as I was at a) 

PftiV. Sirra, he meanes the buttrie bowJes of beere. 
Com. By God, sir, we tickled it. 
Fran. Why, what a swearing keepes this dranken 
asse! — 
Canst thou tMK say but ?weare at euery word? 



• m aBrtt] So sec. nL Firat ed, " ~ » 
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Phil. Peace, ilo not marre Ida humour, prethie, 
Franke. 

Cmn. Let liim alone; hee's a springall, he knows not 
what belongs to an oath, 

Fm. Sirni, be quiet, or I do protest — 

Comes. Come, come, what do you protest? 

Fra. By heauen, to crack your crowne. 

Comes. To crack my crowne I I lay yee a orowne of 
that,layeit downe, andyec dare; nay, sbloud, Ue venter 
a quarters wages of that. Cracke my crowne, quotha! 

Fran. Wilt yee not yet be quiet ? will yee vrge me? 

Comes. Vrge yee, with 41 pox! who vrges yee? Tou 
might liaue said so much to a elowne, or one that had 
not been ore the sea to see fashions : I haue, I tell yee 
true; and I know what belongs to a man. Crack my 
crowne, and yee can. 

Fra. And I can, yee raacaU! 

I^il. Ilolde, haire braine, holdel doost tliou not see 
hees drunke? 

. Comes. Naye, let him come: though he be my mais- 
ters Sonne, I am my maiaters man, and a man is a man 
in any ground of England. 
Come, and he dares, a comes vpon hia death: 
I will not budge an inclie, no, sbloud, will I* not, 

Fran. Will yee not? 

I^iil. Stay, prithe, Franke."Comea,doostthouheere? 

Comes. Ileere me no heeres: atuid away, lie trust 
none of you alL If I haue my bocke agiunat a cart 
wheele, T would not care if the diuell came. 



• /] SoBt 



Not in first ed. 



24 THE TWO AKORIE WOMEN 

F%il. Why, yee foole. I am your friend. 

Comes. Foole on your fece! 1 haue a wife. 

Fra. Shees a whore, then. 

Comes. Shees aa honest as Naii Lawson. 

/%i7. Whats she? 

Comes. One of his whores. 

Phil. Why, hath he fio many? 

Comes. I, as many a3 there be phurches in London. 

PhU. Why, thata a hundred and nine. 

Boi/. Faith, he lyes a hundred. 

PkU. Then tliou art a witnesse to nine. 

Boy. No, by God, He be witnesBe to none. 

Comes. Now do I stand like the Geoi'ge at Colbrooke. 

Boi/. No, thou atandst lilte the BuU at S. AJbones. 

Comes. Boy, yee lye — the liornes,* 

Boy. The hul's bitten; see liow he buts! 

i%i7. Cornea, Comes, put vpif my friend and thou 
art friends. 

Comes. He heere liim say so first. 

I^il. Franke, prcthe do; be fi-ieods, and tell him so. 

Fra. Goe to, I am. 

Boy. Put \\i, sir, and yee be a man, put vp. 

Comes. I am easily perawaded, boye. 

/%i/. Ah, yee mad slaue ! 

Comes. Come, come, a couple of whore -maiaters I 
found yee, and so I leaue yee. Enit. 

IVtit. Loe, Franke, doost thou not see hee'a drtuike. 
That twits theej with thy disposition? 



♦ Ihc 4,,™=.] Perhaps " llm Ilor 
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Fran. WLat (lispoaitioii? 

Fhil. Nan Lawson, Nan Law^on. 

Fra. Nay, tlien— 



/?(i. Got 



I, yee wag, 



tia well: 



If euer yee get a wife, i faith lie tell. 

Sirra, at home we haue a aeruiiigman; 

Hees" not humord bluntly as Comes is. 

Yet hia conditionf makes mc often merry: 

Be tell thee, airra, hees a fine neat fellow, 

A spruce slaue; I warrant yee, beelej haue 

lEs cruell garters crosse about the knee. 

His woollen hose na white as tbe driuen snowe, 

His shooes dry leather netit and tyed with red rihbins, 

A nosegay bound with laces in his hat, 

BridelaceB, sir, bis hat, and all greene hat, 

Greene eouerlet for such a grasse greene wit, 

' The goose that graseti on the greene,' quotb he, 

' May I eate on when you shall buryed bel' 

All prouerbes is his speech, bee's prouerbs aJl. 

Fra. Why apeakes he prouerhoB? 

PhU. Because he would speake trueth. 
And prouerbes, youle confesse, arc oidd said sooth. 

Fran. I like this well, and one day I will see bim: 
But shall we part? 

PhU. Not yet. Be bring yee somwbat on your way. 
And OB we go, hetweene your boye and you 
Be know where that braue praunaer stands at leuery. 



• ff«.] RmmI. for thp niBtn.'. " I 
■( rnn*'(™] i. e. quality, (lispnsit 
X Awfc] Road, lor ihc iiiflrf , " h 



THE TWO AifGltlE WOMEN 



nOfP. lUdLlwiD. 



Emter MAivixa Baisss oim/ kit Wifk. 



Jtf. Bar. Wife, m nj B 



: to da7 1 



AIAaa^ mtf patience HA not falane jvr far it: 

He thuMli* the rake of Igoe md iKti^boaifcoad 

Did bM direct jwr ihaa^atet al in&m 

Were janr proeeedi^? in dte entefieiBe 

Of tfaoB Ihat I inniteid to mj iMNne. 

Naj. $taT, I doe not diide, bu coanfieH, wife, 

AadiB tbenSdest ■nHoO'diat I nm^ 

Too neede aot view ne widi a semants ere. 

Whme vaswle* aenns tranUe at the hnke 

OThiidi^ikaBediMutcr. O mr wife. 

Yon ■« Mijaelfe! wben aelfe fees fenlt in a^e, 

S^e it eioDM abctinale, if selfe aaiend bm: 

Indeed, I mnrv a &iih in thee myselfe. 

And it hath set a ftnie vpoa thj bate. 

Not as the fbik tlooth gnee the diamond. 

Mm. Bar. What finh, sr. didroa see in me to d 
Jf. Afr. O, do not set the organ of tLj voice 
Chi encb a granting key of discontent! 
Do not defenne tfae beantie of thr tomg 



With s 



aiBweR~ Bo<^ wrathfoll « 



Are bwtards got b^ ntlmcs in tbe tlmoglits: 
FuK ieweaoors are Tcriaee nnptiall babes, 
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The off-spring of the well instructed bouIu; 
O, let them call thee mother, then, my wife! 
So seeme not barren of good courteaie. 

Mis. Bar. So; haue yee done? 

M. Bar. I, and I had done well, 
If you would do what I aduise for well. 

MU. Bar. Whats that? 

M. Bar. Which is, that you would he good friends 
With mistresBe Goursey. 

jj/w. Bar. With mistresse Gouraey! 

M. Bar. I, swtete wife. 

Mis. Bar. Not BO, sweete husband. 

M. Bar. Could you but shew me any grounded a 

Mis. Bar. The grounded cauK 
wil not. 

M. Bar. Tour will hath little n 

Mis. Bar. Tea, sir, my reas. 

M. Bar. Lets heere your r 

Mis. Bar. Why, for I will not. 
M. Bar. Is all your reason ' for I will not,' wife? 
Now, by my sotde, I held yee lor more wise, 
Diaureete, and of more tempratnre in sence. 
Then in a sullen humor to aSect 
That womans* will borne, common, scholler phrase: 
Oft haue I heard a timely married girie, 
t That newly left to call her mother mam, 
I Her father dad, but yesterday come from 



i I ground because I 

>n, then, i thinke. 
a equalleth my will. 
ason, for your will is 



H Sn« 



THE TWO ANORIK VOHEI 

■ Thats ray good girie, God send thee a gtMul husband !' 

Aud now being taught to spt^ake the name of husband, 

Will, when she would be wanton in her will. 

If her husband asfct her why, say ' for I wiU.' 

Ilaue I chid men for" vnmanty choisc, 

That would not fit their yeares? haue I seene thee 

Pupell such greene young things, and with thy coaneell 

Tutor their wits? and art thou now infected 

With this disease of imperfection? 

I blush for thee, ashamed at thy shame. 

Mis. Bar. A shame on her that makes thee rate 
me sol 

M. Bar. O black mouthd rage, thy breath is boya- 
teroua, 
And thou makst vertue shake at this high storme! 
Sheesf of good report; I know thou knowet it. 

Mis. Bar. She is not, nor I know not, but I know 
That thou doost loue her, therefore thinkst her so; 
Thou bearst with her, because she bearea with thee. 
Thou maist he ashamed to stand in her defence: 
She is a strumpet, and thou art no honest man 
To stand in her defence against thy wife. 
If I catch her in my waike, now, by Cockesf bones, 
De scratch out both her eyes. 

M. Bar. God! 

Mis. Bar. Nay, neuer say ' O God ' for the matter: 



t Shrei'] Koad, for the metre, " She 
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Thou art the dausej thou badst her to mj house, 
Oneiy to bleare the eyes of Goursie, didst not? 
But I will send Lim word, 1 warrant thee, 
And ere I aleepe to;* truat vpon it, air. £xit. 

M. Bar. Me thinkcB this is a mightie fault in her; 
I could be angrie^itli her: O, if I be so, 
I shall but put a linke t^nto a torche, 
And so giue greater light to ace her fault. 
He rather smother it in melancholly: 
Nay, wiadome bids me shunne that passion; 
Then I will studie for a remedie. 
I haue a daughter, — now, heauen inuocate. 
She be not of like spirit as her mother! 
If so, sheel be a plague vnto her husband. 
If titat he be not pacient and disereete, 
For that I hold the ease of all such trouble. 
Well, woU, I would my daughter had a husband, 
For I would see how she would demeane her selfi/ 
In that estate; it may be, ill enough, — 
And, BO God shall helpe me, well reraerabred now! 
Franke Gouraey ie his fathers aonne and heyre, 
A youth that in my heart I haue good hope on; 
My senccs say a match, my soule applaudes 
The motion: 0, but hia lands are great, 
Hee will looke hygh; why, I will straine my aelfc 
To make her dowrie equall with his land. 
Good fiuth, and twere a matflh, 'twould be a meones 
To make their mothers friends. lie call my daughter, 



THE TWO ANQKIE WOMEN 



To seK Low shees tlisposd to marriage. — 
MalL, where an', yee? 

Enter Mai.l. 

Mall, Father, heere I am. 

M. Bar. Where is your mother!' 

Mall. I saw her not, foraooth, since you and she 
Went walking both together to the garden. 

M. Bar. Doost thou heere me, girle? I must dispute 
with thee. 

Mall. Father, the question, then, muat not be hard. 
For I am very weake in argument. 

M. Bar. Well, this it is; I say tia good to marry, 

MaU. And this say I, lis not good to marry. 

M. Bar. Were it not good, then nil men would not 
raarry; 
But now they do. 

Mall. Marry, not all; but it is good to marry. 

M. Bar. Iff it both good and bad? Iiow can tiiis be? 

Mall. Wliy, it is good to them that marry well; 
To thera that many ill, no greater liell. 

M. Bar. If thou mightst marry well, wouldst thou 
agree? 

Mall. I cannot tell; heanen must appoint for me. 

M. Bar. Wenehe, I am studying for thy good, indeed. 

Mall. My hopes and dutie wish your thoughts good 
speed. 

M. Bar. But tell me, wenehe, hast thou a minde to 



MaU. This question i 



too hard for bashliilnesae; 
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And, fatlier, now yee pose my modeatie. 

I am a maide, and when yee aske me thus, 

I like a maide must blushe, looke pale and wan. 

And then looke pale* againe; for we change colour 

Aa our thoughts change. With true fac'te passion 

Ol' raodest mwdenheud I could adorne me. 

And to your question make a sober curaey, 

And with close dipt ciuilitie be Bilent; 

Or els say ' no, forsooth,' or ' I, forsooth.' 

If I sayd ' no, forsooth,' I lyed, forsooth : 

To lye vpon Tny selfe were deadly sinne, 

Tlierefore I will speake trueth, and shame the diuelj. 

Father, when lirat I heard yee name a husband. 

At that same very name my apirits quickned. 

Dispaire before had kild them, they were deail: 

Because it was my hap eo long to tairy, 

I was perswaded I should neuer marry; 

And sitting sowing, thus T|M)n the ground 

I foil in traunce of meditation ; 

But comming to my aelfe, ' O Lord,' said I, 

' Shall it be eo? must I ynmorryed dye?' 

And being angrie, father, farther said, 

' Now, by siunt Anne, I will not dye a maidel' 

Good faith, before I came to this ripe groath, 

I did accuse the labouring time of sloath; 

Me thought the yeere did runne but slowe about. 

For I thought each yeere ten I was without. 

Being foreteene and toward the tother yeere, 



• jjofc] Ought aurelj to be " red :" 
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Good Lord, ttought I, fliteene wiU nere be heerel 
For 1 haue heard my mother say that then 
Prittie maides were fit for handsome men; 
Fifteene past, sixeteene, and aeuenteene too, 
What, thought I, will not tJiia husband do? 
Will no man marry me? haue men forswome 
Such beauty and auth youth? shall youth be wome, 
As rich mens gownes, more with age then vse? 
Why, then I let restrained fansie loose. 
And bad it gaze for pleasure; then lone swore me 
To do what ere my mother did before me; 
Yet, in good faith, I haue beene very loath. 
But now it lyea in you to saue my oath: 
If 1 shall bane a husband, get him quickly, 
For mmdes that weres corke shooes may step awrie. 
M. Bar. Beleeue me, wench, I do not repprehend* 

Bat for this pleasant answere do commend thee. 
I must confesse, loue dooth thee mightie wrong. 
But I will see thee haue thy right ere long; 
I know a young man, whom I holdc most fit 
To haue thee both for lining and for wit: 
I will goe write about it presently. 
Mall. Good father, do. Exit [Barnes]. 

O God, me thinkes T should 
Wife. it as fine as any woman could! 
I could carry a porte to be obayde, 
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spnkeQ wilh sufficient pli 



Lpprehenil,"- 



orUUJilj MaJ] I 



OF ABINGTON. 3i 

Carry a maistering eye vpon my maide. 

With ' Minion, do your buaineflse, or He make yee,' 

And to all honse authoritie betake me. 

O God, would I were marryedl by my troth, 

But if I be not, I sweare De keepe my oath. 



Unter Mis. Barnes. 



Mis. Ba. How now, 

gadding? 
Mall. Forsooth, my father called me foorth t 
Mis. Bar. Your father! and. what said he t 

I pray? 
Mall. Nothing, forsooth. 
Mis. Bar. Nothing! that i 



wlier Imue you bin 



; be: something he 



Mall. I, Bonithing that as good as nothing was. 

Mis. Bar. Come, let me heare that somthing no- 
thing, then. 

Mall. Nothing but of a husband for me, mother. 

Mis.Bar. Ahusband! that was aom thing: butwhat 
husband? 

Mall. Nay, faith, 1 know not, mother: would I did! 

Mis.Bar. T, 'would yeedid'l i faith, are yee aohastie? 

Mall. Hastie, mother ! why, how olde am 1 ? 

Mis. Bar, Too young to marry. 

Mall. Nay, by the masse, ye lie. 

Mother, how olde were you when you did marry? 

Mis. Bar. How olde bo ere I was, yet you shall tarry. 

Mall. Then the worse for mo. Harke, mother, harke ! 
The priest forgets that ere he was a clai'ke: 
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When you were at my yeares, He holde my life. 
Your mittde was to change maidenhead for wife. 
Pardon me, mother, I am of your lainde. 
And, by my troth, I take it but by kinde." 

Mk. Bar. Do yee heare, daughter ? you Bhall staje 
my leasure. 

Ma}. Do you heare, mother ? would you stay from 
pleuur. 
When yee haue minde to it? Go to, there's no wrong 
Like thie, to let maides lye atoue so long : 
Lying alone they muse but in tlieir beddea 
How they might loose their long kept maiden heada. 
This is the cause there is so many aeapes. 
For women that are wise will not lead apea 
In heU : I tell yee, mother, I say true ; — 
Therefore, come, husband, maiden head, adew ! Exit. 

Mis. Bar. Well, lustie gats, I meane to make ye stay, 
And Bet some rubbes in your mindes sraothest way.f 



Eiit 



■ Phil 



I ye beene 



Phil. Mother— 

Mis. Bar. How now, sirra, where 1 

walking ? 
I%il. Oucr the medes, halfe way to Milton, mother. 
To beare my friend Franke Glouraey companie. 

Mis. Bar. Wher's your blew coate,f your sword and 

buckler, sir ? 



■ lihuk'] i.e. nature, 
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Get you such like htibite for b serumgman, 
If you will wuight vpon the brat of Goursey. 

TVitV. Mother, that you are moou'd, thia makes raee 
wonder, 
When I departed I did leaue ye friends: 
What vudigested iarre hath since betided ? 

MU.Bar. Such as almost dothchoake thy mother, boy, 
And stifles her with the conceit of it ; 
1 ani abusde, my sonne, by Gonrseys wife, 

Phil. By mistresae Goursie ! 

MU. Bar. Mistresse- flurt, yon* foule strumpet. 
Light a loue, shorto heeles ! Mistrosse Goursey 
Call her againe, and thou wert better no. 

PkU. O my deare mother, haue some patience ! 

Mis, Bar. I, sir, haue patience, and see your father 
To rifle vp the trcasiire of my loue. 
And play the spendthrift ypon such an harlot I 
Tliis same will make me haue patience, will it not? 

Phil. Tliis same is womens most impatience : 
Yet, mother, I liaue often heard ye say 
That you haue found my father temperate. 
And euer free from such afl^ctions. 

Mti.Bar. I.tillj'mytoomuchtoueditlgluthia thoughts. 
And make him seek for change. 

jmi. 0, change your minde ! 



• jHMJ Rils. "jim," — whii-li, perhaps, is Ulerijilit midinp;, si 
ford having dropt out after it Qy. thus ■, — 
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My fatJier Iwares more eordiall loue to you. 

Mil. Bar. TLou lieat, thou liest, for he loues Guiir- 
aeys wife. 
Not me. 

Phil. Now, Isweare, mother, you are much too blame; 
I durst be swome he loues you as his soule. 

Mig. Bar, Wilt thou be pampered by afiection ? 
Will nature tea<^h thee such yilde* periurie ? 
Wilt thou be aworne, I, forswome,f earelesse boy ? 
And if thou swenrst, I say he loues me not. 

Fftil. He loues^t ye but too well, I aweare, 
Vnlease ye knewe mueh better bow to vae him. 

Mis, Bar. Doth he so, air? tbou viinaturall boy ! 
'Too well,' eayeat tliou? that word shall coat thee§ 

somewhat : 
O monstrous ! haue I brought thee vp to this ? 
' Too well'! vnkinde, wicked, and degenerate, 
Hast thou the heart to say ao of thy mother ? 
Well, God will plague thee fort, I warrant tliee: 
Out on thee, villaine, fie vpon thee, wretch ! 
Out of my sight, out of my sight, I say ! 

P/iil. This ayre is pleasant, and dotli please me well. 
And here I will atay. 

Mis. Bar. Wilt thou, atubborne villaine ? 

Etiter M. Bah. 
Af. Bar. How now, whata the matter? 



• rilde] i-e. yila. 
t fortvorve'] Eda. " forlome." 
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Mis. Bar. Thon aetst thy soiids to scoffe and mocke 
at inee : 
1st not sufficient I am wrongd of thee, 
But he must be an agent to abuse me ? 
Must I be subiect to my cradle too ? 

God, God amend it ! lExit.] 
3f.B(ir. Why, how now, Phillip? is this true, mysonne? 
I%il. Deare father, she is much impatient: 

Nere let that hand assist me in my need. 
If I more said then tliat she thought amisse 
To thinke that you were so licentious giuen ; 
. And thus much more, when she inferd it more, 

1 swore an oath you lou'de her but too well : 
Li that as guiltie I do hold my seUe, 

Now that I come to more considerate triall : 

I know my fault; I should haue borne with her: 

Blame me for raahnease, then, not for want of dutie. 

M. Bar. I do ahsolue thee; and come hether, Philip: 
I haue writ a letter vnto maister Goursey, 
And I will tell thee the contents thereof; 
But tell me first, thinkst thou Fi'anke Goursey louea thee ? 

I^iil. If that a man denoted to a man, 
Loyall, religious in louea hallowed vowes, , 

K that a man that ia soule laboursome 
To worke his owne thoughts to his friends delight. 
May purchase good opinion with his friend. 
Then I may say, I haue done this so weU, 
That I may thinke Franke Goursey loues me well. 

M, Bar. Tis well; and I am much deceined in him. 
And if he he not sober, wise, and valiant. 

I%S. I hope my father takes me for thu^ wise. 
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I will not glew myselfe in lone to one 

That hatli not some desert of vertue in hitn : 

What ere you thinke of him, beleene me, father, 

He will be answerable to your thoughts 

In any qualitie commendable. 

jff. Bar. Thou cliearat my hopes in him ; and, 
good faith, 
Thoust' made my loue complete vnto thy irieod: 
Phillip, I loue him, and I lone him so, 
I eould affoorde him a good wife 1 know. 

IViU. Father, a wife ! 

M. Bar. Phillip, a wife. 

PhU. I lay my life, my sister. 

M. Bar. I, \q good faith. 

Phil. Then, father, he shall haue her; he$hall,l9weai'e. 

M. Bar. How canst thou say so, knowing not 
minde? 

Phil. Ala one for that; I will go to him straight. 
Father, if you would seeke this seuen yeares day. 
You could not find a fitter match for her; 
And he shall haue her, I sweare he shall ; 
He were as good be hanged as once denyf her. 
I faith. He to him. 

M. Bar, Hayrehraine, hayrebraine, stay ! 
As yet we do not know his fathers minde; 
Why, what will maisler Goursey say, my aonne, 
K we should motion it without his knowledge ? 
Go to, hees a wise and discreet gentleman. 



u'e. I 
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And that expects from me all honest parts ; 
Nor shall he faile his expectation ; 
First I do mesne to make him priuie to it : 
Phillip, this letter is to that effect. 

Phil. Father, for Gods* ioke send it quickly, then ; 
He call your man. — What, Hugh I wherca Hugh, there, 
ho? 

M. Bar. Phillip, if this would prooue a match. 
It were the only means that could be found 
To make thy motherfriends with Mia[tresae] GouQrsey]. 

I^U. How, a match 1 lie warrant ye, a match. 
My sister's faire, Franke Goursie he is rich ; 
Herl dowrie too will be sufficient ; 
Franke'a young, J and youth is apt to loue; 
And, by my troth, my sisters maiden head 
Stands like a game at tennis, — if the ball 
Hit into the hole, or hazard, farewell all ! 

M. Bar. How now, where'a Hugh ? 

\_Enter Nicholas.] 
Phil. Wliy, what doth this prouerbial with v 
Why, where's Hugh? 
M. Bar. Peace, peace, 
Phil. Where's Hugh, I say ? 
M. Bar. Be not so hastie, Philip. 
PliU. Father, let me alone, 



• Gods'] So sec, ed. First ed. " Gods." t Bur'] Eda. " His." 
t Franhe'i ymtng} Qy. "Franiii he ia goan^ FompiirB (he pre- 
ceding line but one. 
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I do it but U> make my aelfe some sport. 

This formal] foolcyour nian,apeake8 nought hut prouertiS^ 

And fipeake men what they can to liim, hee'l answers 

With some rime rotten sentence or olde Baying, 

Such spokes aa the ancient of the parish vse, 

With, ' neighbour, tiB an oldc proucrbe and a true. 

Goose giblets are good meate, olde aacke better then new"; 

Then saies another, ' neighbour, that is true'; 

And when each man hath drunke his gallon round, i 

A penny pot, for thats the oldc mans gallon, 

Then doth he licke his lippes, and stroke his beard | 

Thats glewed together with his slauering droppea 

Of yestie ale, and when he scarce can trim 

His goutie fingers, thus hee'l phillip it, 

And with a rotten hera say, ' hey, my hearts, 

Merrie go sorrie ! cocke and pye, my hearts !' 

But then their sauing pennie prouerbe comes, 

And that is this, ' they that will to tlie wine, 

Beriadie' miatresse, shall lay their pennie to mine.' 

This was one of this penny- fa thers| bastards. 

For, on my life, he was neuerj begot 

Without the consent of some great prouerh-mono-ei 

M. Bar. O, ye are a wag. 

I^il. Well, now vnto my buainesse. 
Swounds, will that mouth, thats made of old sed sai 
And nothing else, say nothing to vb now ? 

JVtcA. O maiater Philip, forbeare; you must 

• Berladit'] i.B. By our ludy. 

t p«twy-/orten] i.r. miaprij person's. 

j KOI Muer'] The author probably wrote " nruer i. 
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le oner the stile before you come at it ; liaste niakf:n 
waate ; softe Bre inakeB sweete lualt ; uot too fast for 
ailing ; there's no haat ta hang true men.* 

/%i/. Father, wo ha'te, yc seo, we ha'te. Now will 
[ see if my memorie will serue for some prouerba too. 
' 0, — a painted cloath were as wel worth a sh illin g as a 
f ■ theefe woorth u halter ; wd, after my heartie commen- 
dations, fts 1 was at tlie making hereof; so it is, that I 
hope as you apecd, so you're sure ; a swift horse will 
tier, hut he that trottes easilie will indure. You haue 
I moat learnedly prouerhde it, commending the vertue 
of patience or forbearance, but yet, you knowe, for- 
) bearance is no quittance. 

JVieA. I promise ye, maister Philip, you haue spoken 
IS true as Steele. 
FAil. Father, thei'es a prouerbe well applied. 
Nick. And it seemeth vnto me, I, it seemes to me, 
I that you, maister Phillip, mocke me : do you uot know, 
I gai mocaf mocabttur f mocke age, and se how it wiU 
I prosper. 

f^il. Why, ye whoresen prouerb-booke bound vp 
in follio, 
t HauB ye no other sence to answere me 
I But euery word a prouerbe ? no other English ? 
■ Well, lie fulfill a prouerb on thee straight. 
NicA. What ia it, air ? 
/%i/. He fetch my fist from thine eare. 
JVic/i. Beare witnesse he threatens me ! 
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Ph^. Father, that same is the cowards common 
prouei'be. — 
But come, come, sirra, tell me where Ilugh ia. 

Nich. I maj, and I wiUj I need not except I list; 
you shall not commaund me, you giue me neither 
meate, drinke, nor wages ; I am your fathers man, and 
a man's a man, and a haue but a hose on his hed ; do 
not misuse me bo, do not ; for thogh he that is bound 
must obay, yet lie that will not tarrie, may* runne away, 
so he may. 

M. Bar. Peace, Nicke, He see hee shall vse theo well; 
Go to, peace, sirra : here, Nicke, take this letter, 
Carrie it to him to whom it is directed. 

Nich. To whom is it ? 

M. Bar. Why, reade it : canst tliou read ? 

Nick. Forsooth, though none of the best, yet meanly. 

M. Bar. Why, doost thou not vae it ? 

Nie. Forsooth, as vee makes perfectnes, so seldome 
scene is soone forgotten. 

M. Bar. Well said; but go; it istommsterGouraey. 

F^il. Now, air, what prouerb have ye to deliiier a 
letter ? 

Nkh. What need you to care ? who epeakes to you ? 
you may speake when ye are spoken to, and keepe 
yoTir winde to coole your pottle. Well, well, you are 
my maisters sonne, and you looke for his lande ; but 
they that hope for dead mens shooes, may hap go 
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barefoote : take heed ; &b sooue goea the yong pheep to 
the pot as the olde. I pniy God saue mymaiaters lite, 
for sildome comes the better! 

PhU. 0, he hath giuen it me ! Farewell, prouerbes. 

JVipA. Farewell, frost.* 

F/iU. Shall 1 fling an oldo shooe after ye? 

Nich. No; you should say, God send faire weather 
after me ! 

Phil. I meane for good lucke, 

AicA. A good lucke on ye ! Exit. 

M. Bar. Alas, poore foole, hee vses al his wit! 
Phillip, in faithf this mirth hath cheered thought. 
And cussend it of his right play of passion. 
Go after Nick, and, when thou thinkst hees there, 
Go in and vrge to that which I haue writ : 
He in these meildowes make a cerckling walke. 
And in my meditation coniure so. 
As that samej fend§ of thought, selfe-eating anger. 
Shall by my spels of reaaon|| vanish quite : 
Away, and let me heare from tliee to night. 

HiU. To night! yes, that you shal: but hai-keye, fathers 
liooke that you my sister waking keepe, 
For Franke I sweara shall kisse her ere 1 sleepe. 

Exeitnt. 



' Farewdl, froit] Hay has " FareieeS final. Nothing got ni 
notliing lost." Ptom-bi, p. 18fl. ed. 17fiB. 

■■ infaUh] So SL-c ed. Firat eJ. "faith in." 

: m™] Eds. Bome. § /md] i.e. fiend. 
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Enter Fhanke and Boy. 

Frank. lamveiy drie with walkingore thegreene. — 
Butler, some beere ! — Sirra, call the butler. 

Boy. Nay. faith, sir, we must haue some smith to 
giue the butler a drench, or cut him in the forehead, 
ibr he hath got a horses desease, namely the staggers ; 
to night hees a good huswife, he reelee al that he 
wrought to day; and he were good now to play at dice, 
for he castes* excellent well, 

Fran. How meanat thou? is he drunke? 

Bog. I cannot t«ll; but I am sure he hath more 
liquor in him then a whole dicker of hydes ; heea 
sockt throughly, i faith. 

Fran. WeJ, go and call Iiim ; bid him bring me 

Boy. I will, sir. Exit. 

Fran. My mother powtea, and will looke merrily 
Neither vpon my father nor on me : 
He Baiea she fell out witli mistress*? Bamcs to day ; 
Then I am sure they'l not be quickly friends. 
Grood Lord, what kind of creatures women are ! 
Their loue is lightlyf wonne and lightly lost; 
And then their hate is deadly and extreame : 
He that doth take a wife betakes himselfe 
To all the cares and troubles of the world. 
Now her disquietnesse doth greeue my father, 
Greeues me, and troubles all the house besides. — 



t ^A'W i. 



n old drsmas. 



ttTiat, shall I Imue some drinko? [Horn sounded 

vnt/tinj — How now ? u Lome ! 
Belike die drunketi knaue is lalne asleepe, 
And now the boy doth wake him with his home. 

£nCer Boy. 
How now, sirra, wherea the butler ? 

Boff. Marie, sir, where he wus euen now, a sleepe ; 
but I wtikt him, mid when be wttkt, hce tbonght hee 
was in niaister Bamses butterie, for he etretcht bim- 
seli'e thus, and yauning gwd, 'Nicke, honest Nicke, 
fill a, fresh bowle of ale ; stand to it, Nicke, and thou 
heest a man of Gods making, stand to it' ; and then 
I winded my home, and hees horne-mad. 

En/er Hodge. 
Hod. Boy, hey ! ho, boy ! and thou beest a man, 
I draw. — O, heres ablessed mooneshine, God be thanked! 
—Boy, is not this goodly weather for barley ? 
B(^. Spoken like a right raaulster, Hodge: but 
I dooat thou heare ? thou art not drunke. 
Hod. No, I scorne that, i faith. 
Bi^.* But thy fellow Dieke Coomes is mightily 
[ dmnke. 

Had. Dmnke I a plague on it, when a man cannot 
arrie his drinke well ! shioud, Be stand to it. 
Boff. Hold, man ; see and thou eanst stand first. 
Hodg. Drunke 1 hees a beast, and he be drunke ; 
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un that i» a eober nan wiD be dninke ; he's 

', and be be dmnk. 

Beg. Ko, beea k man ae dioa an. 

.Soiije. TL^ tis Then ■ man wiB not be ruled br 

his frende: I bad him keepe Tnder tbe W, but he 

kept dtnme tbe weather two bowes; I toliie him he 

would be taken with a pEanoet, bat the wise^ of vs aS 



Bog. True, Hodge. Boy Ir^ kim. 

Bodge. Wh<^! lend me thy haad, Dicke, I am 

Uiae into a well ; lend me thy hand, I diali be drowned 

Boff. Hold fast by the buekel, Hodge. 

Hod. A rope on il ! 

Boy. I, there is a rope on it ; bnt where »rt thou. 

Bod. Id a weD ; I prethie, draw rp. 

Boy. Come, gioe vp ihy body : wind rp, hoyst. 

Bod. I am ouer head and eares. 

Boy. In all, Hodge, in alL 

Fran. How loathsome is this beast mans shape to me. 
This moald of reason so mreasooable I — 
SiiTa,whydoost thon trip him downe,eeeiiigheesdraDke? 

Bog. Because, sir. I wooldhauedninckardscheape.* 

Fran. How meane ye ? 

Bojf. Why, tliey say that, when any thing hath a 
fai, it is cheap ; and so of drunkards. 
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^ran. Go to, helpe him yp [^Enockitiff 'wit/iout~\ : 
I but, borke, who knockes ? 

[BoT ffoes to the door, and returns.'] 
Boy. Sir heeres one of maiater Bttmeaies men with 
I & letter to mj olde maister, 
Fran. Which of them is it ? 
Boy. They call liim Nicholas, air. 
Fran. Go, caU him in. [Exit Bo¥]. 

Enter CooMEa. 
Coom. By your leaue, ho '. How now, young mais- 



Fran. Looke 



ye, f 



where j'our fellow lies ; 



leeB* in a fine taking, ia he not ? 
Coom. Whope, Hoilge ! where art thou, man, where 
I art thou ? 

lodge. O, in a well. 

^. In a well, man ! nay, then, thou art deepe in 
vnderstanding, 

Fran. I, once to day you were almost so, sir. 

Com. Wbo, 1 1 go to, young maister, I do not like 

I this humor in yee, I tell ye true; giue euery man his 

f due, and giue him no more : say I was in such a case I 

o, tis the greatest indignation that can be ofi'ered to 

a man ; and, hut a mans more godlier giuen, you were 

able to make him sweore out his heart bloud. What 

though that honest Hodge haue cut his finger heere ? 



™] R<™rl, Tor the i 
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or, as some ^j, cut a featber ? what tbough he be 
mump, misled, blind, or aa it were V tia no consequeat 
to me : jou know I haue druoke aU the ale-housea in 
Abington drye, and taidc the taps on tite tables when I 
had doone : sbloud, De challenge all the true rob-pots 
ID Europe to leape vp to the ehinne iu a barrel] of beere, 
and if I eannot drinke it downe to my foote ere I 
leaue, and theB set the tap in the midst of the house, 
and then turne a good turne on the toe on it, let me 
be eounted nobody, a pingler,* — nay, let me bet bound 
to drinke nothing but small beere seauen yeeres after ; 
and I liad as leefe be hanged. 



Enter Nic 

Frau. Peace, sir, I must speake with one, — Nicholas, 
I thinke, your name is. 

Nich. True aa the skin betweene your browea. 
Franke. Well, how dootli thy maister ? 
ificfi. Forsooth, line, and the best dooth no better. 
Fran. Where is the letter he hath sent me? 
Nich. Ecce, signum ! heere it is, 

■ ;?iiijfcr] Equivalent W — poor, contemptible fellow: but I must 
leave tbe reader to deCe^rmine the exact meamng of this term of 
reproach. As pt>^ idgnifieB a amal! croft, Nores (citing n passmge 
from lilly'ji Euphves) says that pinffler ia "probBJily a labouring 
horse^ kept by a &mier in bin homcBteoiJ." Glaa. in v. — In 
Brockett's Cfcw. 0/ Afertt OjuiHTy Wards is " Fii^li, to work 
asaiduDualybutineffiinentl}', — to labourundlyouate almost blind." 
In Forby'B FocnA. n/ Xatt JyigUa we find, " Pingk, to pick ones 
Food, to eat Bqueamishlj:" and in Moor's Sujfott Wordi is a 
Mmilnr explanntion. See also JamiHson's El. DiiU. of Scatt. Lang. 

I £•] t^ tec ed. Not in first ed. 
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Fran. Tiariglita9PhiUpBaiil,tisafinefoole[j-faMfc]. — 
This letter is directed to my father; 
De carry it to him. — Dick Coomea, make him dnnkc. 

Coomes. I, He make him dronke*, and he wilL 
Nich. Not so, Richard ; it ia good to be merry and 



Dick.\ [ Coomes] Well, Nicholas, as thou art Nicho- 
las, welcome; but o& thou art Nicholas and a boone 
companion, ten times welcome. Nicholas, giue vaa thj 
hand : shall we be merry ? and we shall, say but we 
shall, and let the tiret word stand. 

Nich. Indeed, as long liuea the merry man as the 
lad ; an ownce of debt will not pay a pound of core. 

Coomes. Nay, a pound of care will not pay an 
lunce of debt. 

Nick. Well, tia a good horse neuer stumblea; but 
who lyes here ? 

Cwwfl. Tia our Hodge, and I thinke he lyes asleep : 
you made him drunke at your house to day ; but He 
pepper some of you for't. 

Nich. I, Richard, I know youle put a man ouer the 
shooes, and if you can ; but he's a foole wil take more 
then wil do him good. 

Coom, Sbloud, yee shall take more then will do yee 
good, or lie make yee clap vnder the table. 

Nkh. Nay, I hope, as I haue temperance to forbeare 
drinke, ao haue I patience to endure drinke ; lie do as 

• d™)i*F] So sec. ei First ed. "(Iriuke." 
t «r*] So 9CC. rd. Fif^t ed. " Nich." 
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compan}' dootli ; for wheu a man dotli to Rome come, 
he must do ua there is done. 

Coomes. Ha, niyrestiluedNicke, froligozene! Fill the 
pott«, hostesse ; awounes, you whore ! Harry Hooke'a 
a rascall. Helpo mc but carry my fellow Hodge in, 
and weele cruaho it, i faith. Exeunt. 

Enter Phillip. 
FhU. By this, I thinke, the letter is deliuered. 

And twill be shortly time that I step in. 

And wooe their fauours for my sisters fortune : 

And yet I need not ; she may doe as well, 

But yet not better, as the case dooth gtand 

Betweene our mothers ; it may make them Mends ; 

Nay, I would sweare that she would do as well, 

Were she a stranger to one qualitie, 

But they are so acquainted, theil neere part. 

Why, she will floute the dinell, and make blush 

The boldest face of man that ere man Haw ; 

He that hath best opinion of his wit. 

And Lath hia brainepan fraught with bitter iests 

Or of his owne, or stolne, or how so euer, 

Let him stand nere so high in his owne conceit. 

Her wit's a sunno that melts him downe like butter, 

And makes him sit at table pancake wise, 

Flat, flat, Gtod knowes, and nere a word to say ; 

Yet aheele not leaue him then, but like a tyrant 

Sheele persecute the poore wit beaten man, 

And so bebang him with drie bobs and acoffes, 

When he is downe, moat cowardlike, good feith, 

As I haue pittyed the poore patient. 



OP ABTN0T5S. 



TItere (.-min.' a farmers somie 
\. propper man, well landed 






ft 



he was, 

A man that for his wit need not to aske 
Wiat time a yeere twere good to sow liia oatea 
Nor yet his barley, no, nor when to reape, 
To plowe his fallowes, or to fell his trees, 
Well expejienat thus each kinde of waye ; 
After a two moneths labour at the most, 
And yet twas well he held it out bo long, 
He left his loue, she had so laste* his Hpa 
He could say nothing to her but ' God be with yee'! 
Why, she, when men haue dinde and call for cheese, 
WiU straight nmintaine iesta bitter to disgest ;t 
And then some one will fall to ai^ument. 
Who, if he ouer maistcr her with n 
Then aheele begin to buffet him with mockea. 
Well, I do doubt Fraunees hath so much s] 
Theilneere agree; but I will moderate. 
By this time tis} time, I thinke, to enter : 
This is the house ; shaU I knock? no ; I will not 
Waite while§ one comes out U 
He in, and let them bo as bolde with v 

Enter maister Gohebby, reading a letter. 
M. Gou. If that they like, her dowrie shall be equall 
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To your sonnes wealth or posgibiUlte : 
It is a vteanes to make our wines ffood friends, 
And b> Do/ilinve JriettdsHp iwixt vg two. 

Tia ao, indeed : I like this motion. 

And it liath my consent, because xoy wife 

Is sore infected and hart sick with hate ; 

And I haue sought the G-alen of aduice, 

Which onley tela me thia same potion 

To be most Bouerugne for her sicknes cure. 

Enter Franke and Phillip. 
Heere comes my eonne, conferring with hia friend. — 
Frauncea, how do you like your friends discourse ? 
I know he is perswading to this motion. 

Fra. Father, as matter that befits a friend, 
But yet not me, tiiat am too young to marry. 

M. Gour. Nay, if thy minde be forward with thy 
yeareSj 
The time ia lost thou tamest. Trust me, hoy. 
This mateb is answerable to thy birth ; 
Her bloud and portion giue eacii other grace j 
These indented lines promii^e a summe. 
And I do like the yalew : if it hap 
Thy likin g to accorde to my consent, 
It ia a match. Wilt thou goe see the maide ? 

Fra. Nere trust me, father, the shape of mariage, 
WMch I doe see in others, seerae* so seuerc, 
I dare not put my youngling lihertie 



4 



' huri:? I 



■ preceding Uno 



OF ABINGTON. 



5S 



^ 



Vnder tlie awe of that instruetion ; 

And yet I graunt the limmita of free youtli 

Going astraye are often restraind. by tliat. 

But mistreBBe wedlftcke, to my Bclioller thoughts, 

Will be too curst, I feare : O, should she snip 

My pleasure ayming minde, I shall be sad. 

And Bweare, when I did marry, I waa mad! 

M. Gou. But,boye,Ietmyexperienceteach thee this — 
Yet, in good faith, thou speakst not much amisse; — 
When, first thy mothers fame to me did come. 
Thy grandsire thus then came to me his sonne. 
And euen my words to thee to me he Bayd, 
And as to me thou saist to him I said, 
But in a greater huffe and hotter bloud, — 
I tell yee, on youtlies tip-toes then I stood : 
Sayes he (good fmth, tliis was his very say), 
' When I was young, T was but reasons foole, 
And went to wedding as to wisdomes sehoole; 
It taught me mutb, and much I did forget. 
But, beaten much, by it I got some wit ; 
Though I was shacUcd from an often acoute, 
Tet I would wauton it when I was out ; 
Twaa comforte, olde acquaintance then to meete. 
Restrained lihertie attainde is sweete.' 
Thus said my father to thy father,* sonne. 
And thou maist do this to,f as I baue doone. 

Fhil. In faith, good counseU, Fntnke: what saist 
then to it ? 



I", ed. First ed. " fkthors." 
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Fra, Pliillip, what ehoaid I say ? 

Phil. Why, eyther I or no. 

Fra. O. but which rather ? 

PhU. Why, that which was p^awaded by thy father. 

Fra. Thats I, then,* I: O, should it faU out ill, 
Then I, for I am goiltie of that ill I 
Be not be guiltie, no. 

Phi. What, backward gone ! 

Fra. PhiHip, no whit backward ; that is, on. 

PhU. On, then. 

Fra. O, ataje ! 

FhU. Tnshe, there is no good luck in this delaye : 
Come, come, late commers, man, are ahent. 

Fra. Heigh ho, I feare I shall repent ! 
Well, which waye, Phillip ?'f 

PhU. Why, this way. 

Fran. ' Canst thou tell. 

And takeet vpon thee to he my guide to hell? — 
But which waye, father? 

M. Guar. That way. 

FrarJte. I, you know. 
You found the way to sorrow long agoe. 
Father, God boye yee 4 yo" haue sent your fionne 
To seefce on earth an earthly day of doome, 
Where I shall be adiudged, alack the ruthe. 
To penance for the follies of my youth ! 



• i*™] So sec. ed. First I'd. " 
t PhSSpl Eda. "Fntiiltp." 
X i<K«y«] ie.bewi're. 
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Well, I must go J but, by my troth, my minde 
Is not louc capable to' that kinde. 

0, I haue lookt vpon this mould of men, 
As I haue doone vpon a lyons den ! 
Praised I haue the gallant beast I saw, 

Yet wisht me no acquaintance with his pawe : 

And must I now be grated with them ? well, 

Tet I may hap to prooue a Danicll ; 

And, if I do, sure it would make me laugh. 

To be among wilde beasts and yet be safe. 

Is there a remedy to abate their rage ? 

Yea, many catche them, and put them in a cage. 

1, but how catche them ? marry, in your hand 
Cany me foorth a burning tier brand, 

For with his sparkling shine, olde rumor sayes, 
A fier brand the swiftest runner frayes; 
This I may do ; but, if it prooue not so, 
Then man goes out to seeke Iiis adiunct woe. 
Phillip, away 1 aod, father, now adew ! 
In quest of sorrow I am sent by you. 

M. Gou. Eetume the messenger of ioy, my sonne. 

Fran. Sildome in this worlde such a worke is done. 

Phi. Nay, nay, make hast, it will be quickly night. 

Fra. Why, is it not good to wooe by candle light ? 

Phil. But, if we make not hast, theile be abed. 

Fran. The better, candels out and curtans spred. 

Exeunt [Phancis anrf Phillip}. 
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M. Gou. I know, though that my aoaa 
not many, 
Yet he hath wit to wooe as well aa any. 
Here comes my wife: I am glad my boye i 



gone 



Eater Hiai&EssE Gouksbt. 
Ere she came hetlier. — How now, wife ? how iet ? 
What, are yee yet in charitie and loue 
With miatresBe Barnes? 

J(fi5. Gou. With miatresse Barnes ! why mistria* 
Barnes, I pray ? 

M. Gou, Because she is your neighbour and 

Mi». Gou. And what ? 
And a ieatious slandering spiteful! queane she is, 
One that would blur my reputation 
With her approbrjous mallice, if she could ; 
She wrongs her husband, to abuse my fame : 
Tis knowne tliat I haue liued in honest name 
All my life time, and bin your right true wife. 

M. Gou. I entertaine no other thought, my wife. 
And my opinion's sound of your behauiour. 

Mu. Gou. And my behauiour is as sound as it; 
But her ill speeohea seekes lo rot my credit, 
And eato it with the worme of hate and mallice. 

M. Gnu. Why, then, preserue it you by patience. 

Mit. Gou. By patience I would ye haue me shame 
myselfe, 



• miilHa] K 



e. ed. First ed. "m 
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Aiid cussen myselfe to beare her iniuries ? 
Not while htir eyes be open will I yeelde 
A worde, a letU^, a siUableB valew. 
But oquall and make euen her wrongs to me 
To her agiune. 

M. Gou. Then, in good f'ajtb, wii'e, ye we more to 
blame. 

Mis. Gout. Am Itoo blame, syr? pray, what letters 
this ? ISnatches the letter.^ 

M. Gou. There is a deartli of manners in yee, wife, 
Rudely to snatch it from me. Giue it me. 

Mi». Gou. You ehall not haue it, sir, till I hane read it. 

M, Gout. Giue me it, then, and I will read it to you. 

Mis. Gout. No, no, it shall not need: lamaschoUer 
Good enough to read u letter, sir. 

M. Gout. Gods passion, if die knew but the contents, 
Sheele seeke to crosae this match ! she shall not read 

it, — [j^sitfe.] 
Wife, giue it me ; come, come, giue it me. 

Mis. Gout. Husband, in very deed, you shall not 
haue it. 

M. Gou. What, will you mooue me to impatience, 

Mis. Gour. Tut, tetl not me of your impatience ; 
But since you talkc, syr, of impatience. 
You shall not haue the letter, by this ligh^ 
Till I haue read it ; soule, ile bume it first! 

M. Gout. Go to, yee mooue me, wife ; giue me the 
letter; 
In troth, I shall ■xrnive angfic, if you doc not. 
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Mia. Govr. Growe to the house top with jonr anger. 



Neare tdU me, I care not thus much for it. 

M.Gour. Well,Icanbeareenoiigh,butnottoomucb. 
Come, giue it me ; twere 'best you be perswaded ; 
By God — yeemakeme Bweare — oowGodibrgiueme! — 
Giue me, I say, and stand not long vpon it; 
Go to, I am angrie at the heart, my very heart. 

Mis. Gour. Harte me no hearty you shall not haue 
it, sir. 
No, yon shaU not; neere looke so big, 
I win not be afiraid at yonr great lookea; 
You ehall not haue it, no, you ^hall not haue it. 

M. Gour. Shall I not haue it? in troth, Ee trye that: 
Minion, lie hau'te ; shall I not hau'te ? — I am loath — 
Go too, take pausment, be aduiade — 
In faith, I will ; and stand not bng vpon it — 
A woman of your yeares I I am ashamde 
A couple of so long continuance 

Should thus — Groda f'oote — I crye God hartely mercy 1 — 
Go to, yee vexe me j and Ee vexe yee for it ; 
Before I leaue yee, I will make yee glad 
To tender it on your kneca ; heare yee, I will, 1 wQl. 
What, woree and worae 1 stomack true, i faith I 
Shall 1 be erost by you in my olde age ? 
And where I should haue greatest comfort to,* 
iB of you ? — nursse in the diuels n 
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Gm to, mistris ; bj Gods pretious deere, 



Mis, Gout. Lord, Lord, why, in what a fit 









., husband 1 



,r^d, . 



.n'de, 



And for so sligbte a c. 



3 read a letter I 



IHd this letter, lone, conteine my death, 

Sliould you deny my sight of it, I would not 
I Nor see my sorrow nor eschew my danger. 

But willingly yeeld mc a patient 

Vnto the doome that your displeasure gaue. 

Here is the letter ; not for that yoiu' incensment 

[ Gives back the teller] 

Miikea me make offer of it, but your health. 

Which anger, I do feare, hath crasd,* 
[ And viper lite hath auekt away the bloud 
I That wont was to be cheerei'ull in this cheeke : 
[ How pale yee looke! 

M.Gou. Pale! can yee blame me for it? Itell you true, 

An easie matter could not thoB haue mouued me. 

Well, this resignement, and so foorth — but, woman, 

This tbrtnight shall I not forget yee for it. — 

Ha, ha, I see that roughnea can doe somewhat ! 

T did not thinke, good faith, I could baue set 

So sower a face vpon it, and to her, 
, My bed embracer, my right bosome friend. 
I I would not that she should haue seene the letter, 
a |K)ore a "i"" as I am, by my troth, 
ar twenty pound : weU, 1 am glad I haue it. — [jJitifc] 



5t probablj has Hropt nuf from tlii> 1 
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IIo, hercs odoe about a thing of Dothingt ' 
What, Btomat^ke, bal tiehappyy 

Mis.Gou. WelJ,craftie'fra,Eebuntyee, bymytrotii: 
Deale yee so closely? Well, I see his drift : 
He would not let me see the letter, leiist .^^H 

That I should crosse the match ; and I will crosae^^^l 
Dicke Coomea! ^^| 

Enter Cooheb. 

Cootn. Forsooth. 

Mia. Gou. Comebetbcr, Dicke j thou art a man Iloue, 
And one whom I haue much in my regarde. 

Coom. I thanke yee for it, mistris, I thazike yee for it. 

Mis. Gou. Nay, heerea my hand, I will do very much 
For Hiee, if ere thou standet in need of me ; 
Thou shall not lack, whilst thou hast a day to liue. 
Money, apparrell 

Coom. And sword and bucklers ? 

Mis. Gour. And sword and bucklers too, my gallant 
Dick, 
So thou wilt vse but this in my defence, 

Coomes. This 1 no, faith, I haue no minde to this ; 
breake my head, if this break not, if we come to any 
tough play. Nay, mistres, I had a sword, I, the flower 
of Smithfield for a sword, a right foxf, i faith ; with 
that, and a man had come ouer with a smooth and a 
aharpe stroke, it would haue cried twang, and then, 
when I had doubled my poynt, traste my ground, a nd 



• <™/He] So sec. ed. First ed. " nrafi." 

t fox"] A fan'il'W '' lenn for the old Engtish browl sword. J 
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had carried my buckler before me like a garden liul, 
and then come in wilL a crosae blowe, and oner the 
picke* of his buckler two elloe long, it would haue 
cried twang, twang, mettoll, raettall: but a dogge hath 
hie da,j; tis gone, and there are fewe good once made 
now. I see by this dearth of good swords that| dearth 
of swoord and buckler fight begins to grow ontj: I am 
sorrie for it ; I shall neuer Bee good manhood againe, 
if it be once gone ; this poking light of rapier and 
dagger will come vp then ; then a man, a tal]§ man, 
and a good sword and buckler man, will be spitted 
like a cat or a connej ; then a boy wil be as good as 
ft man, vnlesse the Lord aliewe mercie vBto vs ; well, 
I I had as lieue bee hang'd as line to see that day. Well, 
I mistresse, what shall I do? what shall I do? 

Mis. Gou. Why, this, braue Dieke. Thou knowest 
that Barnaes wife 
I And I am foes : now, man nw; to her house; 
I And though it be darke, Dieke, yet weell haue no light, 
I Xieast that thy maister should preuent our iouruey 
By seeing our depart. Then, when we eome. 
And if that she and I do fall to words, 

in thy foote and quarrell with her men. 
Draw, fight, strike, hurt, but do not kill the elauea, 
ta And make as though thou Btrukst|| at a man. 



* pi'eiej i.e. the eharp point in the centro uf [he buckler. 

f that] Soaeo. ed. Firat L-d. "ani" 

J ™t] Eda. "out." 

§ iaO] i.e. brave." 

][ rtmfert] Eciid, lur the ni«trt', " slrukesl," 
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And hit her, and thou canst, — a plague ppon her! — 
Shfi hath misvsde me, Uirkt : wilt thou do this? 

Coomes. Yes, mistresse, I will strike her men ; but 
God forbid that ere Dicke Coomes should be seene to 
strike a woman ! 

Jfu. Gov. Why, she is mankind ;" therefore tlinu 
majest strike her. 

Coom. Mankinds! nay, and she haue any part of a 
man, lie strike her, 1 warrant 

Mis. Gou. Thats my good Dicke, thafa my sweet 

Coom. Swounes, who would not bee a man of valour 
to haue such words of a gentlewoman ! one of iLeir 
woordes are more to me then twentie of these russet 
coates cheese-cakes and butter makers. Well, I thanke 
God, I am none of these cowards ; wet, aud a man 
haue any Tertue in him, I see he shall bee regarded. 

[Aside.-] 

Mis, Gou. Art thou resolued, Dieke? wilt thou doo 
this for me ? 
And if thou wilt, here is an earnest penny 
Of that rich guerdon I do meane to giue thee. 

[ Gives mon^."] 

Coo. An angell,! mistresse! let mee see. Stand you 
on my left hand, and let the angell lie on my buckler 
on my right hand, for feare of loosing. Now, heare 
stand I to bee tempted. They say, eueiy man hath 
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two spirita attending on him, either good or bad ; now, 

I say, ft man hath no other spirites but eyther his 

wealth or his wife: now, which is the better of them? 

' why, that- is as they are vsed; for vse neither of them 

] well, and they are both nought. But this is a miracle 

I to me, that golde that is heauie hath the vpper, and a. 

nan that ia light doth BOoneBt fall, considering that 

light thinges aspire, and heauie thingee soonest go 

downe: hut leaue these considerations to sir John;" 

I they become a blacke coate better then a blew.l Well, 

I mistresse, I had no minde to day to quarrell ; but a 

nan is made to bee a mans seducer; you say, 

t quarreU. 

Mis. Gou. I. 

Coom. There speakes an augell : is it good ? 
Mis. Gou. L 

Coom. Theri) I cannot do amisse ; the good angell 
I goes with me. Exeunt. 
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Enter Sib Raphe Smith, ma Lady, nnd Will, 
[and Attendants]. 

Sir Rap. Come on, my hearts : i faith, it is ill lucfe 
To hunt all day, and not kill any tiling. 
What sayest thou, ladie ? art thou wearie yet ? 

La. I must not say so, sir. 

Sir Ra. Although thou art, 



• Sir JiiAn] le. the parson : Sir w 
■f Uso] See note, p. 34. 



t a tidenpplieJ it, 
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(Til. And can you blame her, lo l>e foorth » 



Sa. Good faith, twas very hard. 



Because, you know, it is not good to kill. 

Ra. Yee, vcnson, ladie. 

Lad. No, indeed, nor them ; 
Life IB as deere in deare as tia in men. 

Bap, Bui they arc kild for siiort. 

Lad. But thats bad play, 
When they are made lo sport their lines away. 

Rap. Tis fine to see them ninne. 

La. Wliat, out of breath ? 
They rnnne but ill that runne themseliies to death. 

Rap. They might make, then, leese hast, and keep 
their wind. 

La. Why, then, they see tlic hounds brings death 
behinde. 

Rap. Then, twere as good for them at first to stay. 
As to runne long, and runne their lines away. 

La. I, but the stoutest of you all thats here 
Would runne from death and nimbly scud for I'eare. 
Now, by my troth, I pittie those poore elfes. 

Ha. Well, they haue made ts hot bad sport to day, 

La. Yes, twaa my sport to see them scape away. 

IFiff. I wish that I bad boene at one bncfces fall. 

La. Out, thou wood-tyrant I thou art woorst of all. 

Will, A woodman,* ladie, but no tyrant I. 
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La. Yea, tyrant-like thuu louest to see liiiea die. 

Ra. Lady, no moi-e: I do not like tliis lueke, 
To hunt all day, and yet not kill a bucke. 
Well, it is late ; but yet I aweare I will 
Stay heere all niglit but I a bucke will kill. 

La. AD night! nay, good air Rt^h Smith, do not so. 

Ra. Content ye, ladie. — Will, go letch my bow : 
A berrie" of faire rooea I saw to day 
Downe by the groues, and there He take myt stand, 
And shoot at one; God send a luckie hand! 

La. Will ye nut, then, air Biiph, go home with me ? 

Rap. No, hut my men shall beare lliee company. — 
Sirs, man her home. — Will, bid the huntsmen couple, 
And bid them well reword their hounds to night. — 
Ladie, farewell. — Will, Irnst ye with the bow; 
De stay for thee heere by the groue below. 

Wil. I will i but twill be darke, I shall not see : 
How shall I see ye, then ? 

Ra. Why, hollow to me, and 1 will answere thee. 

WiU. Enough, I wiU. 

Rapk. Farewell. Exit. 

La. How willingly doost thou conaent to go 
To fetch thy maister that same killing bow! 

Wil. Guiltie of deatli I willing am in tins. 
Because twas our ill happes to day to inisse : 
To hunt, and not to kill, is hunters sorrow. 
Come, ladie, weell haue venson ere to morrow. Exeunt. 



♦ ierrie] Sccma to he nsed here for herd ; i 
of the word. 

t my] Ho Bee. ed. First pd. " me," 
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Enter PHILLIP and Feaxke [and Bot]. 

we hard by the" liouse: 



o woe tlij- Mgter. 
e lier ! why, no matter how ; 
(homed to woe. 
childish bhish. 



I%il. Come, Franke, now 
But how now. sad? 

Fran. No, to stiidie how 

Phil. How,man? how to w 
I am 6nre thou wilt not be ; 
Thy cheekea not suhiect to 
TIiou haste a better warrant by thy wit ; 
1 knowe thy oratorie can vnftild 
Quicke inuention, plansible discourse. 
And set gueh panted beawtie on thy tongue. 
As it sliall raiiish enery maiden senee ; 
I'or, Franke, thou art not like the russet youth 
I tolde thee of, that went to woe a wench. 
And being full stufi vp with falbw wit 
And meddow matter, askt the prettie luaide 
How they solde come last maHtet day with tlicm. 
Saying, ' Indeed, twas very deare with them.' 
And, do ye hcare, yef bad not need be so, 
For 8hc{ will, Francis, tbrowlyj trie your wit ; 
SiiTS, sheel bowe the mettaD of your wits. 
And, if they cracke, alie will not hold ye cuirant ; 
Nay, she will way your wit as men way angels,j| 
And, if it lacfce a grainc, she will not change with ye, 
I cannot speoke it but in paasjon, 



* (fo] So »ec eA First ed. " ih'." 

t y<] EdH. " he." 

J «Ae] So get ©d. First ed. ■■ thee." 

§ thmwly] So sec. cd. First ed. " Ihorowly." 

II nn^Jf] Set" ncite, p. 10, 
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Sliee is a wicked wench to moke a ieat ; 



Aje 



■, how full of flouts and moekeB she it 



Fran. Some aqua vita reason to recouer 
Tliis sicke discourser ! Sound" not, prethie, Phillip. 
Tush, tusli, I do not thinke her aa thou sayest : 
Perhflppea sheest opinions darling, Phillip, 
Wise in repute, the crowes bird. my friend. 
Some iudgemente sla,ue themsolues to sntaU desart. 
And wondemize the birth of common wit, 
When their ownef etraungenes do but make that strange. 
And their ill errors do but moke that good : 
And why should men debase to make that good? 
Perhaps such admiration winnea her wit. 

Phil. Well, I am glad to beare this bold prepare 
For this encounter. Forward, hardy Franke ! 
Yondors the window with the candle int; 
Belike shees putting on her night attire : 
I told ye, Franke, twos late. WeU, I will call her, 
Marie, softly, that my mother may not heare. — 
Mali, 6istJ?T Mall I 

Enter Mall in the window. 
Mni- How now, whose there ? 
Phil. Tis I. 

Mai. Tis I! who I? I, quoth ihe dogge, or what? 
A Christ crosae rowe I§? 



t tAns] R«Dd, for the met 
\ tywni] Edit. " wooe." 
§ A Oiriat rnuK mat 1} i. 
I alphahet. 



/ of the Christ-cn 
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PhU. No, eweete pinckanie.* 

Mai. O, iat you, wilde oates ? 

Phil. I, foraooth. wanton. 

Mid. Well said, scape thrift. 

Fran. Plkillip, be these your vaiiall best salutes ? 

I^iU. This is the harmlesae chiding of that doue. 

Fran. Doue ! one of those that drawe the queen of 



loue? 
Mai. How n 

with ye 
Phil. A gem 



' whose that, brother ? whose that 



nan, my friend. 

Mai. Beladie,t he hath a pure wit. 

Fran. How meonea your holy iudgement ? 

Mai. 0, well put in, sir ! 

Fran. Vp, you would say. 

Mai. Well cl3Tnd, gentleman ! 
I pray, sir, tell me, do you carte the queene of loue ? 

Fran. Not cart her, but coucli her in your eie, 
And a fit place for gentle loue to lie. 

Mai. 1, but me thinkes you speake without the book^ 
To place a fower J wheele waggon in my looke : 
Where will you haue roome to haue the coachman ait? 

Fran. 'Na.j, that were but small manners, and not fit; 
JCb dutie is, before you bare to stand, 
Hauing a lustie whipstocke§ in hia hand. 

* pmcioHK} A term of ondearmeat, furmcil, perhups, from 
pitA, to wink, to contract the eye-tids. 

t SdadU'^ Le. By lady,— by uur Lady. 

t/™™-]Ed8. "-ower." 

I a liutic whipstoehe] Le. a good whip (icAijuioc* la pf operiy Iha 
Stock or handle of h whip). 
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Mai. The place is voyde ; will you proaide me one? 

Fran. And if you please, I will supply Uie roome. 

Mai. But are ye cunning in the carraans lash? 
And can ye whistle woU ? 

Fran. Yes, 1 can well direct the coach of loue. 

Mai. Ah cniell carter, would you whip a doue? 

Phi. Horke ye, siater — 

Mai. Nay, but harke ye, brother [ 
'Wlio3e white boy* is that same ? know ye his mother? 

PhU. He is a gentleman of a good house. 

Mai. Why, is his house of gold ? 
Is it not made of lyme and stone like thia ? 

FhU. I meane, hees well descended. 

Mai. God be thanked 1 
Did he descend some steeple or some ladder? 

i%i/. Well, you wiU still be crosse: I tell ye, siater. 
This gentleman by all your friends consent 
Must be your husband. 

Mai. Nay, not all, some sing another note ; 
My mother will say no, I hold a groate. 
But I thought twas somewhat, he would be a carter ; 
He hath beene whipping lately some blinde beare, 
Aiid now he would ferke the blinde boy here with vs. 

Phil. Well, do you heare, you, sister, miatresse 
would haue? 
You that do long for somewhat, I know ivhat — 
My father tolde me — go to, lie tell all, 
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If yu be cr088e — du ye faeure ine ? I haue labord ' 
A yeurea worke ii) this aftcraoone for ye : 
Come from your eloyater, votaric, cha8[t]e nun, 
Come downeand kisse FmnkeGoiii'seismotfaorau 

Mai. Kiese liim, I proy ? 

I^il. Go to, 0tale maidcuLead \ come downs, I say. 
You seueuteene and vpward, come, iiome dowue ; 
You'l Btay til! twentie else for your wedding gowne. 

Mai. Nun, Totarie, stale maidenhead, seuenteen KoA 
vpward 1 
{lere be names ! what, nothing else ? 

Fran. Yes, or a faire built steeple without beUaf.fl 

Mai. Steeple ! good people, nay, another caat. 

Fran. I, or a well made shippe without a mast. 

Mai. Fie, uot bo big, eir, by one part of fouro. 

Fran. Why, then, ye are a boate without ui oore. 

Mai. O, well rode* wit I but whats your fare, lpn>y? 

Fran, Your fairc selfe must be my fairest pay. 

Mai. Nay, and you be so deare, lie chase another. 

Fran. Why, take your iirst man, wench, and go no 
further. 

Phil. Peace, Francis. — Harke ye, sister, this I say: 
You know my mind ; or auswere, I or nay. 
Wit and iudgement hath resolude his mind, 
And he foresees what after he shall linde : 
If such discretion, then, shall goueme yon, 
"Vow lone to him, heele do the like to you. 

* podp] i.e. rowed. 
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Mai. Vow lone ! wlio would not lime such a comely 
feature, 
Nor high nor lowe, but of the middle stature 'i 
A midtlle man, thats the best ayze indeed ; 
I like him well: loue graunt t3 well to speed t 

Fran, And let me see a woman of that tidlnesse, 
So slender and of such a middle smalneasc. 
So olde enough, and in each part so lit. 
So fidre, so kinde, endued with so much wit. 
Of so much wit as it is held a wonder, 
Twere pittie to keepe loue and her asimder; 
Therefore go vp, my ioy, call dnwne my bliase ; 
Bid her come seaie the bargaine with a kisse. 

Mat. Fi-onke, Franke, I come through dangers, 
death, and harmes. 
To make loues patent* with thy aeale of armes. 

PhU. But, sister, softly, least my mother heare. 

Mai. Hush, then ; mum, mouse in cheeseif cat is 
neare. E^it Mal. 

Fran. Now, in good faith, Phillip, tliiemakesmesmile, 
That I haue woed and wonne in so small while. 

I^il. Francis, indeed, my sister, I dare say, 
Was not determined to say thee nay; 
For this same tother thing, calde maiden-head, 
Hangs by so small a haire or spiders thread. 
And worne bo toof with time, it must needs fall. 
And, like a well lur'de hawke, she knowes her call. 



* patent'] Eds. " palicnt." 

f ehtiae] So sec. ed. First ed. " 

t 'H So sec. ed. First ed. " lo. 



THE TWO ANORIE WOMEN 



lE/itej- Mall.] 
Mill. WLiat, Urotlier, whist ! my mother heard a 

And aakt, Wliose there '( I would not a 

She cnlde, A light! and vp shees gone to seeke mei 

There when she Andes me not, sheel hether come ; 

Therefore dispatch, let it be quickly done. 

Francis, my louea lease I do let to thee, 

Date of my life and thine: what suieat thou to me? 

The entring, fine, or income thou must pay, 

Are kisses and embraaes euerie day ; 

And quarterly I must receiue my rent ; 

Tou know my minde. 

Fran. I gease at thy intent ; 
Thou Shalt not miase a minute of thy time. 

Mai. Why, then, sweet Francis, I am onely thine.J 
Brother, beare witnesse. 

Hi3l. Do ye deliner this as your deed? 

Mai. I do, I do. 

P/iil. God send ye both good speed! Gods Lord 

my mother ! 

Stand aside, and closely too, least that you be espied,^ 

[Enter Mistrebsb Barnes.] 
Mis. Bar. Whose there ? 
P/ia. Mother, tis I. 



* God tmd jTDu both good ipetdl &c.] Some word, oi 
ve dropt oat here. The lioes ought to be mnuiged it 
" Gcid seod ye bolh gooti apped ! — 
Gmls Lord, mj laiither'.—Qm.-kl!/ stand aside. 
luil tliMBly IfKT, leaBl Ihiit von 1v espied." 
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Mis. Bar. You disobedient ruffen, carelesse wretch, 
Thut said your lather loude me but too well ! 
, He thinlie on't when thou tbinkat I haue forgot it : 
Whose with thee else ? — How now, minion ? you 1 
Witbwbom? with him ! — Why, what malceyou here, sir, 
And thus late too ? what, halh your mother sent ye 
To cut my throate, that here you be in waight? — 
Come trom him, inistresse, and let go his hand. — 
' Will ye not, air ? 

Fran. Stay, mistresse Barnes, or mother, what ye 
wUl; 
Shees* my wifr, and heere she shall be still. 
Mis. Bar. How, sir ? your wife ! wouldat thou my 
daughter haue ? 
. He rather haue her married to her graue.f 
Gfl to, be gone, and quickly, or I aweare 
Qe haue my men beate ye for staying here. 
F}iil. Beat him, mother ! as I am truej: man, 
I' They were better beate the diuell and his dam. 
Mis. Bar. What, wilt thou take liia part ? 
Z%i7. To doe him good, 
I And twere to wade lielherto yp in blood. 

Fran. God a mercy, Philip ! — But, mother, heere me. 
Mis. Bar. Calat tliou me'mother? no, thy molhera 
name 



• Sftffls] Bead, for the metre, " Shee is." 

t lU TBiher hinu her vunrird la her grime] A recollaelion, per- 
bapa, of Shabespeu'e's Roimo and Juliet, act. iii. ec 5. ; 
" I would UiB bol WBTe ourrieil lo ln-r gnna T 
'/■BcJ i.e. honest. 
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Curryea about with it reproche and shame. 
Giue me mj daughter : ere thut ehe shtUl wed 
A atrumpeta »]nne, and hauc her so mislead, 
lie marry her to a carter ; come, I say, 
Oiue me her from thee. 

Fra. Mother, not to day. 
Nor yet to morrow, till my Hues last morrow 
M^e me leaue that which I with leaue did bon-owq 
Heere I haue borrowed loue, Ee not denaie* it. — 
Thy wedding night's my day, then He repay it. — 
Tin then sheele trust me. — Wenche, iettnot ao? 
And if it be, say I, if not, say no. 

Ma/l. Mother, good mother, heai-e me! O good God, 
Now we are euen, what, would you make vs odde ? 
Now, I beseech yee, for the loue of Christ, 
To giue me leaue once to do what I list. 
I am as you were when you were a maide ; 
Gesse by your selfe how loug you would haue staide. 
Might you haue had your will : as good begin 
At first as last, it sauea vs ftom much ainne; 
Lying alone, we muse on things and things. 
And in our mindes one thought another brings : 
This maides life, mother, is an idle life. 
Therefore He be, I, I will be a wife ; 
And, mother, do not mistrust} my age or power, 
I am sufficient, I laeke neere an houre ; 
I had both wit to graunt when he did woe me. 



* (fewne] Lp. deny. 

t ut] Read, for the metre. " ia it,' 

i mitruU] So spc. ed. Fiisl cd. 
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And strength to beare what ere hee can doe to lue. 

Mis. Bar. Well, bold-face, but I meane to make 
yce stay. 
Go to, come from him, or lie make yee come: 
L Will yee not come ? 

Phil. Mother, I pray forbears ; 
This matche ia for my siatBr. 

MU. Bar. Villaine, tis not ; 
Nor ahe shall not be so matdit now.* 

/%i7. In troth, she shall, and yom' vnrulie hate 
Shall not rule va ; weele end all this debate 
By this begun deuise. 

Mist. Bar. I, end what you begun I VilluiDes, 
theeues, 
Giue me my daughter ! wil yee rob me of her ? — 
Heipe, helpe ! theil lub me heere, theil rob me heere 1 

£nfer Maisteb Barnes aiid his men. 
M.Ba. How now? what outcry ia heer? why, how 

Mia. Bar. Why, Gourseys Bonne, confederatet with 
this boye, 
I lids wretch vnnaturall and vndutifull, 
Seekefi hence to steals my daughter: will you siiiJer it? 
Shall he, thats sonne to my archo-enemie, 

jy her ? haue I brought her vp to tiiis ? 
O Giod, he shall not haue her, no, he shall not ! 



H 
4 



7G 

M. Ba. I am sorry she knowes it. \_Aside] — Harke 
yee, wife, 
Let reasou modei'ate your rage a little. 
If you examine but his birth and lining. 
Ilia wit and good beliauiour, you will say, 
UTiough that ill liate make your opinion bad, 
He dooth deserue as good a wife as she. 

Mis. Bar. Why, will you giue couBent he Bhall 

enioy her ? 
M. Bur. I, so that thy minde would agree with miae. 
31is. Bar. My minde shall neere agree to this agree- 
ment. 



Enter MjsTRESSE GouHSET and Cooa 
M. Ba. And yet it shall go forward : — but who'f 
heere? 
What, raistresse Goursey ! how knew she of this 
Phil. Franke, thy mother. 
Fran. Sownes, where ? a plague vpon it ! 
I tliinke the diueU is set to crosse this match. 

Mis. Gou, This is the house, Dick Coomes, and 
yonders light : 
Let VB go neere. How now ? me thinkea I see 
Mysonne stand hand in hand with Barnes hisdaughter. — 
Why, how now, eirra ? is this time of night 
For you to be abroad ? what hsue we heere ? 
I hope that loue hath not thus coupled you. 

• Enlcr Mistreat Gnanty and Cooims] Oceura aomcwhnt corlitT 
in eAs. (m warn the auttirB to bu in reodincsa for coming on the 
stage). 



M 
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Fra. Lone, by my troth, mother, loue: ?he loues me. 
And I loue her ; then we must needs agree. 

Mis. Bar. I, but Be keeps her sure enough irom thee. 

MU. Gou. It shall not neede, He kcepe him safe 
enough ; 
Be sure he shall not graft in such a stock. 

Mis. Bar. What stock, forsooth? as goodastocke as 

I do not meane that he shall graft in mine, 

Mis. Gou. Nor shall he, nustresso. — Ilarke, boy; 
tt'art but mad 
To loue the branch that hath a roots so bad. 

Frmt. Then, mother, lie graft a pippin on a crab. 
Mis. Gou, It wd not pi-ooue wcU. 
Fra. But He prooue my skill. 
Mis. Bar, SjT, but you shall not. 
Fra. Mothers both, I wil. 

M.Bar. Ilarke, PhiUip: send away thy sister straight; 
Let Frauncis meete her where thou shalt appoint ; 
I Let tliem go seueraU to shunne suspition. 

And bid theni goe to Oxford both tliis night ; 
! There to morrow say that we will nieete them, 
' And there determine of their mariage. 

Phil. I will : though it bo very late and darke, 
1 My sister will endure it for a husband. 

M. Bar. Well, then, at Carfolkes,* boy, I meane to 
meet them. 



• Car/ottei] i.e. Carikt,— a wdl-known port of Oiford. "The 
I prtncipal strGGt is the High-StTHCI, mmung fVom Mi^dolcn 
[ Briilge to Carfns Church," &c. IVcw Oifird Guide, p. 3. Sth ed. 
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Phil. Entmgh. Exit [Mastes BaesI 

Would they would begin to cliiilc ! 

For I would liuoe them brawling, that meane wliile^ 

They may ateale hence, to meete where I ni>poiiit il 

What, mother, will you let thia match go forward % 
Or, miHtresse Goursey, will you first agree? 

Mix. Gou. Shall I agree first ? 

J^il. I, why not ? come, come. 

Mis. Gou. Come from her, sonne, and if tliou 
thy motlier. 

jl/i[s]. Bar. With the like spell, daughter, I m 

Mis. Gour. Francis, by faire means let me wii 
from hir. 
And 1 will gild my blessing, gentle sonne, 
With stoi-e of angels.* I would not liaue thee 
Check thy good fortune by this eusning chciise : 
O, doe not thrall thy happy libertie 
In such a bondage ! if tJioull needa be bound. 
Be, then, to better worth ; this wortlilesse cboiee 
la not fit ibr thee. 

Mist. Bar. 1st not fit for him? wherefore ist not fit? 
Is he too brauef a gentleman, I pray? 
No, tis not fit ; she shall not fit hia tume : 
If she were wise, she would be fitter for 
Three times his better.— Minion, go in, or He make yee; 
He keepe ye safe from him, I 



OF ABTNGTON, 

Mis. Gov. Come, Frauncis, come from her. 
Fran. Mothers, with both bands sboue I hate fro 

That like an ill (!om[)aiiiDn would infect 
The infant imnde of our affection : 
Within this cradell shall this miauts babe 
Be laide to rest; and tbua Ee hug my ioy. 

Mis.Gou. Wilt tbou be obstinate, thouselfe wOdboy? 
Nay, then, perforce He parte jee, since yee will not. 

Coom. Doe yee heere, mistresse? pt^ye yee giue 
me ieaue to talke two or three colde worda with my 
young maister. — Harlte yee, ayr, yee are my maistcrs 
Sonne, and so foorth ; and indeed I beare yee some 
good will, partly for his sake, and partlye for your 
owne; and I do hope yon doe the like to me, — I ehould 
be sorry ela. I must needs say, yee are a yong man; 
and for mine owne part, I haue seene the world, and I 
know what belongs to causes, and the experience that 
I haue, I thanke God I haue traueld for it. 

Fra. Why, how forre haue yee traueld for it 'i 

Biyy. From my maisters house to the ale-house. 

Coom. How, sir ? 

Boy. So, sir. 

Coom. Goe to. — I pray, correct your lM)ye ; tn 
neere a good world, since a boye would face a man 8 

Fra. Go to. — Forwai-d, man. 

Coomes. Well, sir, so it is, I would not wish ye 
marry without my miatria consent. 

Franke. And why '1 

Coomes. Naye, theres neere a why but there L 
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wherefove; I baue knowne some haue done the like, 
and they }iaue daunet a gslliard at Beggers bush* for it. 

Boy. At Beggera buah! — Ilecre him no more, 
maister; he dolh bedawbe j-ee with his durty speeche. 
— Do yee beere, sir? how farre BtandB Beggera buahe 
from your fathers house, syr? IVTiy, thou whorson 
refuget of a taylor, that wert premise to a taylor halfe 
an age, and because if thou hadat serued ten ages thou 
wouldst proouo but a botcher, thou leapst from the shop 
board to a. blew coate,^ dootli it become thee to vse 
thy termes so ? well, thou degree abouc a hackney, 
and t«n degrees vnder a page, sowe vp your lubber 
tippes, or tiB not your sivorde and bucklar shall keepe 
my poynard from your brest. 

Coomes, Do yee heere, air ? this is yoiii' boye. 

Fra. How then ? 

Coomes. You must breech him for it. 

Fra. Must I ? how, if I will not ? 

Coomes. Why, then, tis s fine world when boyea 
keep boyes, and know not how to vse them. 

Fra. Boye, yee raseall ! 

Mis. Gour. Strike hira, and thou darst. 

Coomes. Strike me ! alas, he were belter 
father I — Sownes, go to, put vp your bodkiu, § 

Fra. Mother, stand by; lie teach that rascall- 



• at Beggera bui/i] A common proverbial expression ; " Brggers- 
btah," Buys Ray, " being h tree noWrinnsly known, on tlie left- 
hand of the London road from Huntington to Caiton." Proverbt, 

t "/"ffe] i.e. refuse. J bkw eimte] Bee note, p. 34. 

§ bad/ail} Is a common term for a Bma\l dagger, but here il 
Beema to be used in contempt ; see the nest speech of Coomes. 
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Coomes. Go to, giue me good words, oi', l>y Gods 1 
dines,' He buckle yee for all your bird-spit. 

Fra. Will you so, sir? 

Phi. Stays, Franke.tlnspituhe of frensey win defile thee; J 
Meddle not with it; tliy vnreprooued valour 
Should be high, minded; couche it not so luwe. 
Doost heere mo? take occasion to slip heDco, 
But secretly, let not thy mother see thee: 
At the backe side there ia a cunnie greene;'|' 
Stay there for me, and Mall and I will come to thee. 

Fra. Enough, I wiU. — Mother, you doe me wrong 
To be so peremptorie in your coramaund, 
And see that rascsll to abuse me so. 

Coomes. Raecall ! take that and take all ! Do ye£ 
heare, sir? I doe not meaoe to pocket vp this wrong, 

Boy. I know why that ia. 

Coomes. Why? 

Boff. Because you haue nere a pocket. 

Com. A whip, sira, a whip! — But, sir, prouide yotira 
tootes against to moirow morning; tis somewhat darkel 
now, indeede: you know Dawsons close, betweene the J 
hedge and the pond ; tie good euen ground ; He meete I 
you therei and I do not, call me cnt;| and you be H 
man, showe yourselfe a man; weele haue a boute otj 
two ; and so weele part for that present. 

Frn. Well, sir, well. 



" Cuiij iinia\ The origin iif lliia torrnjjt&l outli is, I btlipre, J 



t eviiHie-grctt\e\ i.e. rabbit-burrnw. 
J r«;/ mt r-d] i.e. call mp hnrsf. 
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Nich. Buye, haue tliey appointed to fight? 

Boy. I, Nicholas ; wilt not thou go see the fraye ? 

Nick. No, indeed; euen as they hrew, so let them 
bake. I will not thrust my hand into the flame, and 
neede not ; tia not good to haue an oare in niiother 
mana boate ; little said is soone amended, and in little 
raedling commeth great reet; tis good sleeping in a 
whole akin ; so a man might come home by Weeping 
Crosse*: no, by lady, a friend is not so aoone gotten aa 
lost; blessed are the peat* -makers s they that atinke 
with the sword, shall be beaten with the ecabberd. 

/fti/. Well said, prouerbea : nere another to that 
purpose ? 

Nich. Yes, I eould haue naid to you, syr, Take hcede 
is a good reede.f 

Phil. Why to me, take heed ? 

Nieh. For happy is he whom other mens harmea do 
make to beware. 

Phi. 0, beware, Fmnke ! — Slip away, Mall. — You 
know what I told yee. lie hold our mothers both in 
talfce meane while. — Mother, and mistrease Barnes, me 
thinkea you should not stand in hatred so hard one 
with another. 

Mi\_g]. But. Should I not, Bb? should I not hato a 
harlot, 
That robs me of my right, viWef boye ? 

* eonie hmae liy Weeping CniiK} A. iiot uucommou proTerhial 
Ktpreasicpn. Nftres (Cfow, in v.) mentions lirae pioces which 
still retain the Damo, — onubetueen Oxford onij Banbury, nnother 
close to Stafford, the third ntar ShrewBbnry. 



1 ««i.] i. 
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Mis, Gour, That title I returne vnto thy teeth, 

\^Exeunt Francis awe? Mall.] 
And spit the name of harlot in thy face. 

Mis, Bar, Well, tis not time of night to hold out chat 
With such a scold as thou art ; therefore now 
Thinke that I hate thee as I do the diuell. 

Mis, Gour, The diuell take thee, if thou doost not, 
wretch ! 

Mis, Bar, Out vpon thee, strumpet ! 

Mis, Gou, Out upon thee, harlot ! 

Mis, Bar, Well, I will finde a time to be reuengd : 
Meane time He keepe my daughter from thy sonne. — 
Where are yee, minion ? how now, are yee gone ? 

Phil, She went in, mother. 

Mis, Gour, Francis, where are yee ? 

Mis, Bar, He is not heere. O, then, they slipt away, 
And both together ! 

Phi, He assure yee, no ; 
My sister she went in, into the house. 

Mis,Bar, But, then, sheele out againe at the backe doore, 
And meete with him : but I will search about 
All these same fields and paths neere to my house ; 
They are not far I am sure, if I make hast. Eocit, 

Mis, Gour, O God, how went he hence, I did not 
see him ? 
It was when Barnses wife did scolde with me ; 
A plague on* her ! — Dick, why didst not thou looke to 
him? 

* oTi] So sec ed. First ed. " vpon." 

g2 
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TV'iCia h :«^ siarkie. I w51 :2i^ loj puK:^ 

To T^r^JisBe ti^s- msszi^ht. I prruaes^. Dtekis^ xv^. 

_lfir*2- Cw<*^ C^-mif* 12?- :3*: oufcasr : pnaiee. ^ wish 

\Ti£ i3L i. r^fiTf « i iifrrr : ^oc ▼on .imnis iee?* r 

JIL '^iH^ WjxBi. iQiibQbnr BiacTif^^ ^ai£ '»'5»t ure =*» blt 
-K .&£P-. Yi^ for. 1 sarr jaa: :. sou -r^s- ie«r^ •fmsB 

— iin ▼titsmtr 2^ :iii ^ja»f ■ 
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JViil. To seeke your sonne, who slipt away from her 
To meets with Mall my sister in a place 
Where I appointed ; and my mother too 
Seekes for my sister ; so they both are gone : 
My mother hath a torchc ; mary, your wife 
Goes darkling vp and downe, and Coomefl before her. 
M. Gou. I thought that knaue was with her ; but 
tis well : 
I pray God, they may come by nere a light, 
But both be led a darke daunce in the night ! 

Hod. "Why, is my fellow Dick in the durkewitb my 
miatres ? I praye God, they be honest, for there may 
be much knaucric iu the darke : faith, if I were there, 
I would haue some knauery with them. \_Aside.'\ — Good 
maialer, will ye carry the torche yoursetfe, andgiueme 
\ leaue to play at blind man buffe with my mistreBse ? 

Pliil. On that eondition thou wilt doo thy best 
['To keepe thy mistrease and thy fellow Dieke 
\ Both from my sister and thy maisters sonne, 
1 1 will entreate thy maister let thee goe. 

Hodge. O, I, I warrant yee, lie haue fine tricks to 
GOU sen them. 

M. Gour. Well, sir, then, go your wayes ; I giue 

you leaae. 
Hodge. braue ! but where about ore they V 
I%i. About our cunny green they surely ai'e, 
[.If thou canst find them. 

Hodge. O, let me alone to grope for cunnieE. Exit. 

Phil. Well, now will I to Franke and to my sister. 

[Stand you two hem'kniiig nccrc the cunny gi'Cenc, 
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But sure your light in you must not be aeene ; 
Or L'la let Nicholas stand afar off witli it, 
And aa his Ufe keepe it from mistres Gouraey. 
Shall ihia be iloone ? 

M. Bar. Phillip, it ahnll. 

PitU. God be with ye ! lie be ggne. Exit. 

M. Bar. Come on, maisfer Goursey : tliis same ia a 

To make our wiuee friends, if they resist not. 

M. Goitr, Tut, syr, howsocuer it shall go forward. 

M. Bar, Come, then, lets do aa Pliillip hath aduied. 
Exeunt. 
Enter Mall, 

Mall. Heere is the place where Phillip bad me stay 
Till Francis came ; but wherefore did my brother 
Appoint it heere ? why in the cunny borough ? 
He had some meaning in't, I warrant jee. 
Well, heere He set me downe vnder this tree, 
And thinke vpon the matter all alone. 
Good Lord, what pritty things these eunnyes ar 
How finely they do feed till they be fat, 
And then what a awcete meate a cunny is ! 
And what amooth skins they haue, both blacke and 

graye ! 
They say they runne more in the night then day : 
What is the reason ? markc ; why, in the light 
They see more passengers then in the night; 
For harmful] men many a haye* do set, 



stay 

I 



And laugh to see them tumble in tlie net ; 
And tliey put ferrets in the boles, — fie, fie I — 
And they go yp and downe where conneies lie ; 
And they ly still, tbey haue bo little wit : 
1 marule the wamner will suffer it ; 
Nay, nay, they are bo bad, that they themaeluea 
Do giue consent to cal^ these prettie elfes. 
How if the warriner should spie me here ? 
He would take me for a conny I dare sweare. 
But when that Francis cornea, what will be say? 
' Looke, boy, there lies a conney in my way !' 
But, Boft, a light I whose that ? soule, my mother ! 
Nay, tl>en, all hid : i faith, she shall not see me ; 
He play bo peepo with her behind this tree. 

\_Enler Mistkesse Baknes.] 
Mis. Bar. I maruell where this wench doth* hide 
ber s^Me, 
So closely; 1 haue searcht in many a bush. 

Mai. Belike my mother tooke me for a thrush. 

[.-liKfc.]— 

Mis. Ba. Sheea hid in tliia same warren, He lay 

money. 
Mai. Close as a rabbet suckerf from an oide conney. 
\_Aside.'] 
Mis. Bar. O God, I would to God that I could find 



• rfrrfA] 80 Bcc. ed. First cil. "do." 

f ralibet nir*w] i.e. » suckina. » young, mbbit. 
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I woiilil keepe her from her loues toyes yet, 

Mai. I, BO you might, if your daughter had no wit. 

{Aside.'] 

Mis. Bar. What a vildc* girle tie, that would han't 

so young ! 
Mai. A murren take that desembling tongue ! 
Ere your calues teeth wei-e out, you tliouglil it long. 
\_Aside.-] 
Mis. Bar. Rut, minion, yet He keepe you froin the 



Mai. To saue a lie, mother, say, if you can. [jJside.] 
Mis. Bar. Well, now to looke for her. 
Mai. I, therea the spight : 
What tricke shall I now haue to scape herlight? [^Aside.] 



Mis. Bar. Whose there? what, minioa, 
Beehrew her heart, what a fright she put . 
But I am glad I found her, though I 

a handson 



netol 

lAside.2 
B maide ! 



Come on your waies ; you ai-e t a 
Why [steal] you foorth a doorea 
Why, whether go ye ? come, stand still, I say. 

Mai. No, indeed, mother ; this is my best way. 

Mis.Bar. Tis not the best way; standby me, I tell ye. 

Mat. No; you would catch me, mother, — 0, lamellye! 

Mis. Bar. Will ye not stand BtiU ? 

Mai. No, by ladie, no, 

Mis. Bar, But I will make ye. 



• vitiU] i. 
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Mat. Nay, tlien, trip and go. 

Mh. Bar. MistresBe, Tie make je wearie ere I Laue 

Mai. Faith, mother, then, He trie liow you can runne. 

Mis. Bar. WiUye? 

Mai. Yes, faith. Exeunt. 

Enter [Fbanke ajid Boy.] 
Fran. Mai, sweet heart, Mai ! what, not a word ? 
Boy. A little further, maiBter ; call againe. 
Fra?!. \Vliy,Ma!! Iprethie, speake; w]iy,Mal, Isay! 
I know thou art not farre, if thou wilt* Hpeake ; 
Why, Mall !— 

But now I see shees in her merrie vaine, 
\ To make me call, and put me to more paine. 
Well, I must beare with her ; sheel beai-e with me : 

It I will call, least that it he not so. — 
What, Mai ! what, Mall, I say ! — Boy, are we right ? 
I Haue we not mist the way this same darke night ? 
Boy. Masse, it may be so : as I am truef man, 
I haue not seen a cunny since I came ; 
\ Yet at the connyborow we should meete. 
I But, harke ! I heare the trampling of some feete. 

Fran. It may be bo, then ; therefore lets lie close. 

[Enter MiSTHESSE Goussey and Coosies.] 
Mis. Gou. Where art thon, Dicke ? 
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Coom. Where am I, quoth a! inariu, I may bee where 
ally boilie will say I am; eytlier in France, or at Home, 
or at Jerusalem, they may say I am, for 1 am not able 
to disprooue them, becatiae I cannot te}! where I am. 

Jilii. Gmi. O, what a blindfolcl walkc liaue we hatl, 
Dicke, 
To sceke my sonne ! and yet I cannot flnde bini. 

Coom. Why, then, miatreaae, lets go home. 

Afis. Gou. Why, tis so darke we shaU not tinde the 

Fran. I pray God, ye may not, mother, till it be day! 
lAside.2 
Coom. Sbloud, take heed, mistrease, heres a tree. 
Mis. Gou. Lead thou the way, and let me hold by 



Boy. Dicke Coomes, what difference is there between 
a, blind man and he that cannot see ? 

Fran. Peace, a poxe on thee ! 

Coom. Swounds, some bodie spoke. 

Mis. Gov. Dicke, looke about ; 
It may be here we may flnde them out. 

Coom. I see the glimpse* of some bodie here.— 
And ye bo a sprite, lie fraie the bugbearc. — 
Tliere a goes, mistresse. 

Mis. Gou. air, haue I spide you ? 

Fran. A plague on the hoy ! twas he that descried'l' 
me. Exeunt. 



• gKmpie] Eds. " glunpes" (the two last lettera trEnspoaed by 
I (feKfierf] i.e. jfavc notice of, discovoreii. 
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[Enter Philip,] 
2ftil. How like a beauteous Icidie maakt in blacke 
Lookes that same large eercuinference of heaueti I 
The skye, that was so fure three houres ago, 
la in three hourea become an Etheope ; 
And bdng angrie at her beauteous change, 
She will not haue one of those pearled starres 
To blab her sable metamorphesia :' 
Tis very darke. I did appoynt my sister 
To meete me at the cunnic berriet below. 
And Francis too ; but neither can 1 see. 
Belike my mother bapned on that place, 
And fraide them from it, and they both we now 
Wandring about thef fields: how shall I finde them? 
It ie 80 darke, I scarce can see my hand : 
Why, then. Re hollow for them — no, not so ; 
So win bis yoyce betray him to our mothers 
And if he anawere, and bring them where be is. 
Wliat shall I, then, do? it must not be so — 
Sbloud,§ it must be aoj bow else, I pray? 
Shall I stand gaping here all night till day. 
And then be nere the neere | ? — So ho, so ho ! 

lEnter Will.] 
TJ'ill. So ho ! I come : where arc ye ? where art 
thou ? here ! 

' HirfanioijjAeiii] So soc. ed. First ed. " mftamorphetiie." 

I aoHoe berrie] Lb. cony-faurrow. 

j tte] So lac. ed. First ed. " these," 

g SUdwj] So smi. ciL First ed. " Sblould." 
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Phil. How now, Fi-anke, where hast thon* beenfen 
W'Ttf. Frunke ! what Franke ? sbloud, ie sir Bcipa 

mad ? [Amde.'\ — Heres the bow. 

/%i7. I haue not bin much priuate with that voyce : 
Me thinkPB Franke Goursies talke and hia doth tell mo 
I am mistaken \ especially by his bow ; 
Franke had no bow. Well, I will leaue this fellow, 
And hollow somewhat farther in the fields. \^A»ide.'\ — 
Doost thou heare, fellow ? I perceiue by thee 
That we are both mistaken : I tooke thee 
For one lliou ait not ; likewise thou tookst mee 
For air Raph Smith, but sure I am not hee r 
And so, farewell ; I must go seeke mj friend. — 
So ho! [Exit.'] 

Witt. So ho, so hoi nay, then, sir Raph, so whore! 
For a whore she was sure, if you had her here 
So late. Now, you are air Kaph Smith;'!' 
Well do ye counterfeit and change your TOyce, 
But yet I know ye. But what should bo that Francis? 
Belike that Francis cussend hira of hia wench, 
And he conceals bimselfe to finde her out; 
Tis so, vpon my life. Well, I will go 
And helpe hira ring his peale of so ho, so ho ! \_Exit.'\ 

Enter Fhanke. 
Fran, A plague on Coomes! a plague ypon the boy! 
Aplaguetoo — not on my mother foran hundreth pound! 
Twas time to runne ; and yet I had not thought 
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My motber could Iiaue followed me ao close, 

Her legges with age 1 thought had foundered ; 

She made me quite runne through a quickset heilge. 

Or she had taken me. Well, I may say, 

I haue runne through the briera for a wench ; 

And yet I haue Jier not, — the woorse lucke mine. 

Mc thought I heaivl one hollow here about ; 

I iudge it P hilli p : 0, the slaue will laugh 

When iia he hearea how that my mother scarde me ! 

Well, heere He stand vntill I heare him hollow, 

And then lie auawere him ; he is not farre. 



l_EHter SiK Eaph Smith.j 

Hap. My man is hollowing for rae vp and downe, 
And yet I cannot meete with him. — So hoi 

Fran. So ho ! 

Rap. Why, whatjttpoxe, wert thouso neereme, man, 
And wouldst not apeake ? 

Fran, Sbloud, ye're very hot. 

Sa. No, sir, I am colde enough with staying here 
For such a knaue as you. 

Fran. Knaue ! how now, Phillip ? 
Art mad, art mad ? 

it thou my man 



Ea. Why, j 

That went to fetch my bow 
Fran. Indeed, a bowe 
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flnp. \Vliat art thou, then ? 

Fran. A man : but whats thy name ? 

Ba. Sonic coll me Rapli. 

Fran. Then, honest Eaph, farewell. 

Ra. WeU aaid, familiar Will ! plaine Kaph, i fiutK] 
\H^iou) within PuiLLii- and Wiij_*J 

Fran. There calles my man. 

Ea. But there goes mine away; 
And yet lie heare what this next call will say, 
And here lie tame till he call og^ne. [_Iielires.'\\ 

lEnter Will.] 

mi. So ho! 

Fran. So ho! where art thou, Phillip? 

mi. Sbioud,! Philip ! 
But now he calde me Francis; this is fine. [j^MtfcJ 

Fran. Why studiest thou? I prethie, tell rae, Philllf^S 
Where the wench§ is. 

mi. Euen now he nskt me Francis for the wench, 
And now he asks[| me Phillip for the wench. [^Aside] — 
Well, Bir Raph, I must needs tell yc now, 
TislT not for your" credit to be foorth 

* HoBoa wt&in, ^.] This stage-direction occurs somen-hnt 
earlier in eds. 

f Sctira] I om not anre that tliis slogE-direcCion, which I baie 
added, in the r^ht one. It wonld seem, however, thst Sir Bidph 
Smith remains on the Btogc, aad is supposed not to Dverhear the 
dialogue which easues between Fnmciit and Will. 

X SbloyJi Edfl. " Sblould." 

§ BencA] So sec. ed. Firat ed. " nheneh." 

J aiti] Eds. "aakt" and " nske." 

1 7T»] Read, for tlie metre, " It is," 

•• jmnr] So sec. ed. Not in first oil. 
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So late a wenching in this order.* 

in. Wliata this? so late a wenching, doth he say? 

Indeed, tis true I am thus late a wenching, 
I But I am forc'st to wench without a wench. 

BT/. Wliy, then, you might hane tane your bow at 
first, 
And g^ine and kilde a bucke, and not haue been 
So long a drabbiug, and be aere the neercl" 

IB. Swounds, what a puBsell am 1 in this niglit ! 
( But yet He put this fellow farther [question. Aside] — 
I Doost thou heare, man? I am not air Raph Smith, 
i Ab thou dooat thinke I am ; but I did meete him, 
I £uen as thou saiest, in pureoitc of a wench. 
I I met the wench too, and she askt for thee. 
Saying twaa thou that wert her lone, her deare. 
And that sir Raph was not an honest knight 
To traine her thether, and to vae her bo. 

Wil. Sbloud, my wench ! swounds, were he ten air 

Raphes— 
Fran. Nay, tia true, looke to it ; and so, farewell. 

Exi/. 
fVU. Indeed, I do loue Nan, our darie maide: 
And hath he traine[d] her iborth to that intent, 
I Or for another ? I cwric Ida croasebow, 
I And he doth civwse me, shooting in my bow. 
[ What ah^ I do? [&i>]I 

• onfcr] Qy. "orifcrhero"? 

j i;.i'r7] Pprhnps he oiiglii imij- lo retire. 
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JintcT Phillip. 

Pka. So ho I 

Rapli. So ho ! 

ritil. Francis, art ibou there ? 

Ra. No, heres no Francis. Art thou "Will, my man? 

Phil. Wi]J foole your man, Will gose* your man! 
My backe, sir, scornes to weare your liuerie. 

Raph. Nay, sir, I mooude but such a question to yon, 
And it hath not disparegd you, I hope; 
Twas but mistaking ; such a night as this 
May well deceiue a man. God hoye,! sir. [Eri/.J 

Phil. Goda will, tieair Raph Smith, a vertuous knight! 
How gently entertainea he my hard answere ! 
Bude anger made my tongue vnmannerly : 
I crie him mercie. Well, but all tliis while 
I cannot finde a Francis.— Fi'ancis, ho ! 

lEnttT Will.} 

tVil. Francis, ho ! 0, you call Francis now 1 
How haue ye vsde my Nan ? come, tell rae, liow. 

Phil. Thy Nan ! what Nan ? 

Wii. I, what Nan, now ! say, do you not seekc a 
wench ? 

Pha. Yes, I do. 

Wil. Then, sir, that is she. 

/Vii7. Art not thon [he] I met withaU before? 

Wil. Tea, sir ; and you did counterfeit before. 
And said to me you were not sir Raph Smith. 



• jdmJ ip. goosi 



First ed. " asgu c. 
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P},il. No 



elil 



1 not. I met sir Raph Sinilli ; 



en now he askt me if I saw his man. 

WU. O, fine t 

Phil. Why, Birra, thou art much deceiued in mp : 
Good faith, I am not he thou thinket I am. 

mi What are ye, then ? 

Phil. Why, one that seekes one Francis and a wench. 

Wil. And Francis seekes one Phillip and a wench. 

PhU. How canst thoa tell ? 

VPil, I met him seeking Phillip and a wench, 
As I was seeking sir Raph and a wench. 

Phil. Why, then, I know the matter: we met crosse. 
And so we mist ; now here we finde otir losse. 
Well, if thou wilt, we two will keepe togither. 
And so we shall meet right with one or other. 

Wil. I am content : but, do you heare me, sir ? 
Did not sir Eaph Smith aske ye for a wench? 

/%tf. No, I promise thee, nor did he looke 
For any but thy selfe, aa I could gesse. 

Wil. Why, this is alraunge: but, come, sii", lets away; 
I feare that we shall walke here til! it be day. Exeunt. 

Enter Bov, 

[Boji.] God, I haue runne ao farre into the winde, 
that I haue runne myselfe out of winde I Tliey say a 
man is neere his end when he lavkes breath ; and I am 
at the end of my race, for I can run no farther : then 
here I be in my breath bed, not in my death bed.* 



* draih 6«?] It wnuM see 
this speech : iinlasa we arp 



I thot samcthiDg is wauling nfter 
o triippo^ that litre the Bdv Hea 
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Enter Coomes. 
Comn. They eay men moyle and Wyle for a poore 
liuing ; so 1 mojle and tojle, and am lining, 1 thanke 
God; in good time be it spoken. It had be€n lietter 
for me my miatrease angell" had bcene light, for then 
perhappes it had not lead mee into thia darknesse. Well, 
the diuell neuer blesses a man bett«r, when hee purses 
vppe angellea by owlight : I ranne through a hedge to 
take the boy, but I stuck in the ditch, and lost the 
boy. \^FaUs.'\ Swounds, a plague on that clod, that 
mowlhil, that ditch, or what the diuel so ere it were, 
for a man cannot see what it was ! Well, I would not 
for the prize of my sword and buckler anybody should 
see me in this taking, for it would make me but cut off 
their legs for laughing at me. Well, downe 1 am, 
and downe I meane to be, because I am wearie ; but 
to tumble downe thus, it was no part of my meaning : 
then, since I am downe, here He rest me, and no man 
shaUr 



Enter Hodge. 
Hodge. 0, I haue sport in cony, i faith ! I haue al- 
most burate myselfe with laughing at mistresse Bamea. 
She was following of her daughter; and I, hearing her, 
put on ray fellow Dickes sword and buckler voyce and 
his Bwounds and sbloud words, and led her such a 



dowti and falls aaleep, and that he wakens oi 
of Hodge,— where, however, the cds. distinctly mark "Dnter 
Hmlge and Boy"; see p. 106. 
• nnw«] See not*, p, 10. 
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quoth I. 'Wliere'? quoth she. ' Here,' quoth I. 0, 
it hath been a braue here and there night I but, 0, 
what a soft natured thing the durt is ! how it would 
endure my hard treading, and kisae my feete for ac- 
quaintanee 1 and how courteous and mannerly were 
the clodsf to make me stumble onely of purpose to 
enlreate me lye downe and rest me ! But now, and I 
could find my fellow Dicke, I would play the koaiie 
with him honestly, i faith. Wei, I will grope in the 
darke for him, or lie poke with my stafle, like ablinde 
man, to preuent a ditch. 

He stumbles\ on Dick Coomes, 

Coom. Whose that, with a poxe? 

Hod. Wlio art thou, with a pealilence ? 

Coom. Why, I am Dieke Coomes. 

Hod. What, haue I found thee, Dicke ? nay, then, 
I am for ye, Dicke. [Aside.'] — Where are ye, Dicke ? 

Coom. What esn I tell where I am ? 

Hod. Can ye not tell ? come, come, yee weight oh 
your mistreese well! come on your waies: I haue sought 
you tiU I am weai'ie, and calde ye till I am hoarse : 
good Lord, what a iaunt I haue had this night, hey§ ho! 

Coom. Ist you, mistreese, that came ouer mee ? 
sbloud, twere a good deed to come ouer you for lhi« 
nightB worke. I cannot affoorde all this paincs for an 



• patial i.e. Excels. 
t rM.] So sec. 0(i. First ed. " 
X Hr Itmnlla, Jrr.] So set ed. 
S fcy] So sec. erf. First ed. " I 
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angell: I tell yce true; a kSeae were not coat away 
vppon a good Ceilow, that hath deserued more that way 
then u kidse, if your kindneese would afiborde. it him ; 
what, shall I hau't, mistrcsse ? 

ffod. Fie, fie, I must not kisee my man. 

Coom. Nay, nay, nere stand ; shall I, shall I ? no- 
bodie aees ; say but I shall, and lie smacke it* soundly, 
i faith. 

JJbd. Away, buwdie man ! in truetb, Ee tell your 
maister. 

Coom. My maister ! go to, aere tell me of my 
maister : he may pray for them that may, he is past 
it ; and for mine owne part, I can do somewhat that 
way, I thanke Godj I am not now to learne, and tis 
your part to haue your whole desire. 

Hod. Fie, fie, I am ashamed of you : would you 
tempt your mistresseto lewdnesse? 

Coom. To lewdnesse ! no, by my troth, ther's no 
BUch matter in't, it is for kindnesse ; and, by roy trotli, 
if you like my gentle offer, you shall haue what cour- 
teously I can affoorde yee. 

ffodffe. Shall I indeed, Dicke ? I faith, if I thought 
nobody would see — 

Coomes. Tush, feare not that ; swones, they must 
haue cattes eyes, then. 

Hodge. Then, kisse me, Dick. 

Coomes. A kinde wenche, i faith ! {_Aside.'\ — Where 
are ye. 
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Hodge. Heere, Dick. O, I am in the daike ! Dick, 
go about.* 

Coom. Nay, lie throwel sure : where are yee ? 

Hodge. Heere. 

Coom. A. plague on this poast ! I would the car- 
penter had bin hangd that Bet it vp, for me.f — Where 
are yee now ? 

Hodge. Heere. 

Coom, Heere ! 0, I come. [iW.j A plague on it, 
I am in a pond, niietren ! 

Hod. Ila, ha ! I haiie led him into a pond. — Wliere 
art ihou, Dick ? 

Coomes. [wuVAm.] Vp to the midiUo in a pond ! 

Hodg. Make a hoate of thy buckler, then, and swim 
gut. Are yee so hot, with a pox ? would you kisse my 
mistresse ? coole yee there, then, good Dick Coomes. 
O, when he comes foorth, the skirts of his blew coatej 
will drop like a paint-house! 0, that I could see, 
and not be eeene, how he would spanieU it, and shake 
himselfe when he comes out of the pond ! But He be 
gone ; for now heele flght with a ilye, if he but buzl in 
his eare. Exit. 



Enter CooMES. 

whoing with a plague! 



• Dick.joabout'l Qy.iBthiEaatage-direttioocrejitintotheWit? 

f ttroipe] Sec. eiL " grope." 

J Jot hw] Sec. ed. " su." 

§ Uao toaie] Seu note, p. 34. 

11 im] So aiT. Lil. First ed. " \mw." 
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jee will, for I haiie bin nlmost ilrownil. Apoxofyoor 
Moncs,* und ye call this kissing I Yee taike of a 
drownd rat, but twas time to swim like a d<^; I had 
bio seru'd like a drowned cat els. I would he had digd 
his graue that digd the pond ! my feele were foule in- 
deed, but a lease pole then a pond would haue serued 
my tume to waslie them. A man shall be serued thus 
alwayes, when Lee followes any of these females ; but 
tia my kind heart that makes me thus forward in kind- 
nes vuto them : well, God amend them, and make them _ 
thankfull to them that would doe them plea 
not drunte, I would yee should well know it ; and y 
I haue druoke more then will da me good, for I might)] 
haue had a pumpe set vp with a^l good Marebe b 
as this was, and nere set vp an ale-bush for the matten. ^ 
Well, I am somewhat in wroth, I must needs say; and 
yet I am not more angrie then wise, i 
then angrie ; but Ee fight with the nest man I meet, 
and it be but for lucke sake ; and if he loue to see him 
Belfe hurt, let him bring ligbt with him ; lie do it by 
darkhng els, by Gods dines.J Well, heere will I walke, 
who soeuer sayes nay. 

Enter Nicholas. 
JV?fA, He that worse may, must holde the candle jj 
but my maiater is not si 



e as Grod might h: 



" Uoua'] Sec. ed. " lijia." 

f / Biiglit haue had a pumpe irt cji icitk luj So sec. ed. ITirst ed. 
** I liaiie liud a Tiimpf set vp, us good." 
t &J, ■(«,.] S„lmlr,,.«l, 
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him. Hee is gone to seeke a hayre in a hemies nest, 
a needle in a bottle of haje, wLicli is a£ sildome seene 
m & blackc swan : hee is gone to aeeke my young mis- 
trGsse ; and I thinke she is better lost then found, for 
who so euer liatb her, liath but a wette eele by the 
taile. But they may do as they list ; the law is in their 
owne bands ; but, and they would be ruld by me, they 
should set her on the kland, and bid the diuell aplit 
her ; beshrew her fingers, shee hath made me watch 
past mine hower ; but He watch her a good tume for 



Coams. How, whose that? Nicholas ! — So, first come, 
first sem'd ; I am for him [^AsideJ. — How now, pro- 
uerbe, prouerbe ? sbloud, how now, prouerbe ? 

Xich. My name is Nicholas, Richard ; and I knowe 
your meaning, and I hope yee meane no hanne: I 
thanke yee, I am the better for yotir asking. 

Coom. Where haue you been a whoring thus late, 
ha? 

Nic/i. Maister Richard, the good wife would not 
eeeke her daughter in the ouen vrde^e she had been 
there her selfe: but, gcKwl Lord, you are knuckle ileepe 
in durte 1 — I warrant, when he was in, he swore Wal- 
singham,* and chafte terrible for the time [^Asitkl. — 
Looke, the water drops from you as fast as hops. 

Coomen. What needst thou to care, whipper-iennyj 
tripe-eheekes ?■!■ out, you fat a^se ! 

* HBOre Wrdiingliaia] Lb. (perhttpa) aworc bj our lady of Wiil- 
aiugham, — in Norfolk, 
f iiyie-chtekni] So sec. ed. First cd. " Tripc-oheekt." 
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Niih. Good wordes cost nought, ill words corrupts 
good manners, Richard, for a, hasty man neuer wants 
woe ; and I had tbought jou had been my frieud; but 
I ^ee iill is not golde that glisteri; ; ther':^ fukhood in 
tellowaliip ; amicus certtis in re certa eernitur ; time 
fuid trueth tryes all ; and tis nn olde prouerbe, and not 
so old as true, bought wit is the best ; I can see day at 
& little hole ; I know your minde aa well as though I 
were witliin you ; tie ill halting before a criple : goe to, 
you seeke to quarrell; but beware of had I wist'j bo 
long goea the potto to the water, at length it conies 
home broken ; I know you ore as good a man as euer 
drew Bword, or as was ere girt in a girdle, or as ere 
went on ueats leather, or as one shall see vpon a sum- 
mers day, or as ere lookt man in the face, or as ere 
trode on Gods earth, or as ere broke bread or driudte 
drinke; but he ispropper that hath propperconditionaf; 
but be not you like the cowe, that glues a good sopo of 
milke, and casts it downe with herf hecles ; I speake 
plainely, for plaine dealing is a iewell, and he that vseth 
it shal dye a beggar ; well, that happens in an bower, 
that happens not in seauen yeares; a man is not so 
BOone whole as hurt ; and you should kill a man, you 
would kisse his — well, I say little, but I tliinke the 
more. — Yet He giue him good words; tis good to hold 
a candle before the diuell ; yet, by Gods mc, lie take 

• hadlicat'] Le. had I known the consequences; n conimnn 
proverbial eicpresatoa of repentance. 
t mnifiiinM] See note, p. 25. 
j Aw] Bo sac. ed, Krst ed, " hLs." 
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10 wrong, if hee had a head as big as Braase,* or lookt 
s high as Ponies steeple. [_Asitle.'] 

Coom. Sirra, thou grashoper, that ahalt skip from 
mj sword as from a sithe; Be cut thee out in collops, 
and eggeB, in steakea, in sliete beefe, and frye thee 
witli the fyep I shall strike from the pikef of thy 
buckler. 

Nieh. I, Brags ft good dog; threatnedfolkesliuelong, 

Coornes. What say yee, sir ? 

Nick. Why, I say not so much as How do yce ? 

Cooiit. Do yee not so, air ? 

JVtcA. No, indeed, what so ere I tliinke; and iliought 
I IB free. 

Coomes, You whoreson wafer-cake, by Gods dineSjJ 
Be crushe yee for this ! 

Nich. Giue an inche, and youle take an elle ; I will 
not put my finger in a hole, I warrant yce: what, man! 
nere crowe so fast, for a blinde man may kill a hnyre ; 
I haue knowne when a plaine fellow hath hurt a fen- 
cer, so I haue : what 1 a man may bee as slowe as a 
snaile, hut as fierce as a lyon, and hee bee mooued ; 
indeed, I am patient, I must needes say, for patience in 
aduersitie brings a man to the Three Cranes in the 
Ventree. 

Coomes. Do yee heere? set downe your torclie; 
[ drawe, fight, I am for yee. 



• Brasie] Qj. apcovorbialftlluBioiiUithefHiuousBrazen-hf 

t pike] See note, p. 61. 

j bg God, rf.Mi] Sec note, p. 81. 
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jVicA. Ami I am for yee too, though it be from tliis 
miilnight to tlie next luorne. 

Coomei. Where be your tooles ? 

Nieh. Withiu a mile of an uke, sit ; bee's a proud 
Uorae will not earry his owne prouenUer, I warnmt yee, 

CootH. Nuw am I in my quan'elliiig humor, and now 
can I say nothing but Sownes, draw ! but lie vntrus, 
and then haue to it. [^Aside.'] 

Enter [_severalli/'] HoDGE and BoYE. 

Hodge. Whose there? boye! honest boye, well met: 
where hast thou bin ? 

Boy. O Ilodge, Dicke Coomes hatb been as good as 
a crye of hounds, to make a brealhd" hayre of me 1 but 
didat thou see my maister ? 

Hodge. I met him euen now, and he askt me for 
thee, and he is gone vp and downe, whoing likel an 
owle for thee. 

Boy. Owle, yee aese 1 

Hodge. Asse I no, nor glasse, for then it had bin 
Owleglassef: but whose that, boye? 

Boy. By the masse, tis our Coomes and Nieholas; 
and it seemea they are prouiding to fight, 

Hodge. Then, we shall haue fine aport, i faith. Sirra, 
lets stand close, and when they haue fought a bout or 

• hrtathi] So aeo. cd. First ed. " breath." 

t tike'] So set ed. Not in first ed. 

X Owleglatse] The hero of 8 popular German jest-book (Eu&b- 
jpitjeO, whieh was translttt<!(! into English at a very early period: 
see Giflbrd's uot« on Jooson's Works, iv. GO, aod N'ares's Ghas. 
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wo, weele runne away with the torche, and leauo them 
to tight darkling ; ahall we ? 

Boy. Content j lie get the torehe : stand close. 

Coames. So, now my hacke hath roome to reache; I 
dne nDt loue to bee last" in, when I goe to lase a rascall. 
I piTiy God, Nicholas prooue not a silly:t it would doe 
le good to deale with a good man now, that wee might 
haue halt'e a dozen good sraart atroakea. Ha, 1 haue 
seeoe the day I could hatie daunet in my fight, one, 
two, thrL'e, foure, and tiue, on the head of liiro ; six, sea~ 

I, (;yght, nine, and ten, on the ^idea of himj and, it' I 
went 9o far as fifteene, I warrant I ahewedj him a 
trick of one and twentie ; hut I haue not fought thia 
foure dayes, and I lacke a little practise of my wards] ■ 
but I shall make a shift : ba, close [vlntfej. — Are yeft I 
disposed, sir? 

Nich. Yes, indeed, 1 feare no colours: change aides, 
Kichard. 

Coomes. Change the gallowes I lie aoe thee hangd. i 
irst. 

Xich. Well. I ace the foole wiU not leaue his bable§ 
for the Tower of London. 

Coom. Foole, yee roge ! nay, then, fall to it. 

ATcA. Good goose, bite not. i 

Coomeg. Sbloud, how pui-aey I am ! Well, I see I 
exercise is all : I must practise my weapons oftner ; I { 



• ias(] Le. lacod. 
t "%] Sec. ed. ■■ fly." 
t »*n«n/] Sn sec. Pii I 
§ MJf} U: haiilile. 
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M, Gou. And euery where we come, I heere some 
hollo, 
And yet it is our haps to meete with none. 

M, Bar, I maruell where your Hodge is, and my man. 

M, Gou. I, and our wiues ; we cannot meete with 
them. 
Nor with the boye, nor Mall, nor Franke, nor Phillip, 
Nor yet with Coomes, and yet we nere stode stiU. 
WeU, I am very angry with my wife. 
And she shall finde I am not pleasd with her, 
If we meete nere so soone : but tis my hope* 
She hath had as blind a iourney ont as we ; 
Pray God, she haue, and worse, if worse may be ! 

M, Bar. This is but short liu'de enuie,^ maister 
Goursey : 
But, come, what say yee to my pollicie ? 

M. Gou. I faith, tis good, and we will practise it ; 
But, sir, it must be handeled cunningly. 
Or all is mard ; our wiues haue subtill heads. 
And they wiU soone perceiue a drift deuise. 

Enter Sir Raphe Smith. 

Raphe. So ho ! 

M. Gou. So ho ! 

Raph. Whose there ? 

M. Bar, Heeres on or two. 

Raph. Is Will there ? 

♦ hope] Eds. " hap." f enuie] i.e. ill will. 
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M. Gout, Franke? 
S. Raph. No, no.— 
(Vns euer man deluded thus like 



As I haue often beard that » 
Thus in the nights. 



But 






Some aekos me still fii 
And none of them cai 

fFill. So ho! 

PM. So ho! 

Hodge. So ho ! 

Boye. So ho 1 

Raph. Sownes, 
One had a little v( 



Fnmke or Phillip, 

teU me where Will is. [.4w(fe.] 



They hollo within 



I heere foure hollo at the least! 
then thats the wench 
My man hath lost ; well, I wiU answ(?rc iiU. [Agide.}— 
So ho! 

\_Enter Hodge.] 
Hodge. Whope, whope ! 
Raph. Whose there? Will? 

Hodge. No, Mr; honest Hodge : but, I pray yee, sir, 
did yee not meete with a hoye with a torche? he is 
runne away from me, a plague on him ! 

Raph. Hey day, from Franke and Phillip to a torche. 
And to a boye ! nay, sownes, then, hap as twill. [Aside.'] 
[Esteimt Sm Raph and Hoogb severaUy] 
M. Gout. Who goes there ? 

{Enter WlLL.] 
WiU. Gesso heere. 
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M. Bar. Phillip? 

ma. Phillip ! no, faith ; my names WiU,— ill will, 
for I wus neiier woree : I was euen now with him, and 
might haue beene still, but that I fell into a ditch and 
lost him, and now I am going vp and donne to aeeke 

M. Gour. What wouldst thou doo with him ? 

Will. Why, I would baue him go with me to my 
maisters. 

M. Gou. Whose thy maister ? 

Will. Why, sir Raphe Smith ; and thether he pro- 
mist me he would coniei if he teepe his worde, so tia. 

M. Bar, What was a* doing when thou firet foundst 
him? 

WiU. Why, he holloed for one Frauncis, and Fraun- 
cis hoUod for him ; I haUod for my maister, and my 
maister for me i but we mist still, meeting contrary, 
Phillip and Francis with me and my maister, and I and 
my maister witli Pliillip and Franke. 

M. Gout. Why, wherefore is sir Raphe so late 
abroade ? 

WUl. Why, he inent to kill a bueke,— He say so 
to saue his honestie, but my Nan was his marke 
\_Aside.'\ — and he sent me for his bow, and when 1 
came, I hollod for him ; but I neuer saw such lueke to 
misse him, it hath almost made me mad. 

M.Bar. Well, stay with vs; perhaps sir Raphe and he 
Will come anon : harke ! I do heere one hollo. 
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Enter Phuj-ip. 
I%il. Is tfab broad waking id a winters ni^il? 
I am broad walking in a winters night, — 
Broad indeed, becanw I am abroad, — 
But these bnwd fields methinks are not 30 broad 
Tliat tbej" may keepe me foorth of narrow ditches. 
Heers a hard world ! 

For I can hardlj keep mj^^elf rpright in it : 
I am maruellous dutilull — but, ro ho ! 

mn. So ho! 

Phil. Whose there? 
ma. Heeres WilL 
71W. What, Will! how ec^wt thou? 
WaL lJ\'hat,sir? 

PhiL Nay, not hanging, bat drowning : vert ihoa 
io a pond or a ditcbe ? 

Win, A pestilence OR it ! ist yon, ITjillip ? no, fiuth, 
I was but durty a little : bat heeres one or two aA\ 
for yee. 



M. Bar. I%ilip, tis I and muster Goursej. 

PhU. Father, O father, 1 haae heard them say 
The dayes of ignorance are pact and done ; 
Bnt I am sure the nights of ignorance 
Are not yet past, for this is one of them. 
But wherea my sister? 

M. Ba. Why, we cannot telL 

T%U. Wheres Francis? 

M, Gour. Seither saw we him. 
. Why, this is fine. 
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What, neither he nor I, nor she nor you, 

Nor I nor she, nor you and I, till* now, 

Can meet, could meet, or ere, I thinke, shall meete ! 

Call ye this wooing ? no, tis Christmas sport 

Of Hob n^an blind,! all blind, all seek to catch, 

All misse : — ^but who comes heere ? 

Enter Franke and his Bote. 

Fra, O, haue I catcht yee, sir ? it was your dooing 
That made me haue this pretty dance to night ; 
Had not you spoake, my mother had not scard me : 
But I will swinge ye for it. 

Phil, Keepe the kings peace ! 

Fra, How ! art thou become a constable ? 
Why, Phillip, where hast thou bin all this while ? 

Phil, Why, where you were not . but, I pray, whers 
my sister? 

Fran. Whj, man, I sawe her not; but I haue sought 
her 
As I should seeke. 

Phil, A needle, haue yee not ? 
Why, you, man, are the needle that she seekes 
To worke withall. Well, Francis, do you heere ? 
You must not answere so, that you haue sought her ; 
But haue yee found her ? faith, and if you haue, 
God giue yee ioy of that ye found with her ! 

jFVa.f 1 saw her not : how could I finde her ? 



* tiiq So sec. ed. First, ed. " tell." 
f U(^ man blind'] i.e. Blind-man's-buff, 
J Fra] So sec. ed. Not in first ed. 
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M. (iou. Wliy, loLiliI yoe iniasc from n 
liamses house 
Voto his cunnyberry ? 

Fran. Whether I wiuld or no, t'utLer, I did. 
/%(/. Father, I did! well, Franke, wUt thou bela 



Thoudooslnot know how much this same doth greetieBI 
Shnll it be eaid thou mist so plaiae a way, 
When OB so faire n weiiche did for thee Stay ? 

Fra. Sownes, man ! 

F7ti. Sownos, man ! and if thou hadst bin btiu<it 
The cunny-borow thou needst must finde. 
I tell thee, Francis, had it bin my case. 
And I had bin a woer in thy place, 
I would hauc laide my head vnto the ground, 
And sented out my wenehea way, like a hound j 
I would haue crept vpon my knees all night. 
And haue made the flint stones linckes to giue me ] 
Nay, man, I would, 

Fran. Gtood ILord, what you would doe ! 
Well, we shall see oae day how yon can woe. 

M. Goii. Come, come, we see that we haue all bin 

Therefore lets go, and aeeke them we haue lost. EMuat. 
Enter Mal. 
\_Mal,'] Am I alone ? doth not my mottier com 
Her torch I see not, which I weU might see, 
If any way she were comming towerd nie: 
Why, then, belike shees gone some othoi' way ; 
And may she go till I bid her turne I 
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■re sball her way be then, and little faire, 
For she hath hindered nie of my good tume; 
I God send her wet and wearie ere she tume ! 
I I had beene at Oxenford, and to morrow 
I Haue beene releast from all my maidens BOn-ow, 
And tasted ioy, had not my mother bin ; 
God, I beseech thee, make it her woorst ainne ! 
How many maides this night lies in their beddea. 
And dreama that they hane lost their maidenheads I 
' Such dreames, such slumbers I had to" enioyde, 
I If waking mallice had not them destroyde, 
I A starued man with double death doth die. 
To haue the meate might sane him in his ^e, 
And may not haue it : bo am I tormentt-d, 
To starue for ioy I see, yet am preueoted. 
"Well, Frankc, although thou woedst aud quickly wonne, 1 
Yet shaD my loue to thee be neuar done ; 
He runne through hedge and ditch, through brake* and j 

To come to thee, sole lord of my desires : 
Short woeing is the beat, an houre, not yearcs, 
For long debating loue is full of feares. 
, But, harke I I heare one tread. O, wer't my brother, 
I Or Franke, or any man, but not my mother ! 

[_EnteT SiK Raph Smith.] 
S. Rap. 0, when will this same yeare of night haue 



Long lookt for daies auune, when wilt thou asceud? 
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Li:t not this thcefc friend, mistie vole of night, 
lucroach on day, and abadow thy faire light. 
Whilst thou com'st lardie fi-om tliy Thetis bed. 
Blushing; fourth gulden haire anil glorious red ; 
O, stay not long, bright lanlhome of tlie Jay, 
To light my mist way feete to my right way ! 

Mai, It is a man, his big voyce tels me so, 
Much am T not acquainted with it tho ; 
And yet mine eare, sounds true distingoifilier, 
Boyes* that I haue beene more familiar 
With it then now I am : well, I ilo iudge, 
It is not enuies fellon,t not of grudge; 
Therefore Be plead aequ^ntance, hier his guiding, 
And buy of lura some place of close abiding. 
Till that my mothers malice be expired. 
And we may ioy in that is long desired [Aside]. — 
Whose there ? 

Ha, Are ye a maide ? — No question this is alic 
My man doth misae : faith, since she lights on me, 
1 do not meane till day to let her go ; 
For what she is my mans loue I will know [^«rfe],- 
Harke ye, maide, if maide, are ye ao light 
That you can see to wander in the night ? 

Mai, Horke ye, truef man, il' true, I tell ye, no ; 
I cannot see at all which way I go. 

Sa. Fiure maide, ist ho ? say, had ye nen; a fall ? 

Mai. Faire man, not so ; no, I had none at all. 

• Bofa] Le. (I suppoBfl) Buuys. 
J (nnj i,e, hone»l. 
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Ra. Could you not stumble on one man, I pray ? 
MaL No, no such blocke till now came in my way. 
Ra, Am I that blocke, sweete tripe? then, fall and trie. 
Mai. The grounds too hard a feather-bed ; not L 
Ra. Why, how and you had met with such a stumpe? 
Mai. Why, if he had been your height, I meant to 

iumpe. 
Ra. Are ye so nimble ? 
Mai. Nimble as a doe. 
Ra. Backt in a pie. 
Mai. Of ye. 

Ra. Good meate ye know. 
Mai. Ye hunt sometimes ? 
Ra. I do. 

Mai. What take ye ? 
Ra. Deare. 

Mall. Youl nere strike rascall*? 
Ra. Yes, when ye are there. 
Mai. Will ye strike me ? 
Rap. Yes : wiU ye strike againe ? 
Mai. No, sir ; it fits not maides to fight with men. 
Ra. I wonder, wench, how I thy name might know. 
Mai. Why, you may finde it, sir, in the Christcrosse 

row.f 
Rap. Be my schoolemistresse, teach me how to spell it. 
Mai. No, faith, I care not greatfy if I tell it ; 
My name is Marie Barnes. 

Ra. How, wench ? Mall Barnes ! 

* rascaW] i.e. a deer lean and out of season, 
f the Christcrosse roiv] i.e. the alphabet. 
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Mai, Till.- I'urie ^anie. 

Rap, Why. this \i straungi!. 

Mai. I prny, sir, whats your name? 

Rap. Why, sir Raph Smitli dcrth wonder, wein.'}i, at 
this; 
Why, whats the cause tliou art abroad so lute 't 

Mai, What, sir RapU Smith! nay, tlien, Iwilldiacloac 
All the whole cause to him, in hiin repose 
My hopes, my loue : God him, I hope, did send 
( )uv loiies and both our mothers hates to end. [^^w'cfcj. — 
Gentle sir Raph, if you my blush might see. 
You then would say I am ashamed to be 
Found, like a wandring stray, by such a knight, 
So farre from home at such a time of night : 
But my excuse is good; loue first by iiite 
Is crost, controlde, and sundered by fell hate. 
Franke Goursey is aiy loue, and he loues me ; 
But both our mothers hate and disagree ; 
Our fathers like the match and wish it done ; 
And so it had, hail not our mothers corner 
To Oxford we concluded both to go ; 
Going to meete, they came ; we parted so ; 
My mother followed me, but I ran fast, 
Thinking who went from hate had need make haate ; 
Take me she cannot, though she still pursue : 
But now, sweete knight, I do repose on you ; 
Be you my orator and plead my right. 
An il get me one good day for this bad night. 

Rap. Alas, good heart, T pittie thy hard hap ! 
And Be employ all that I may for thee. 
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Franke Goursey, wench ! I do coniniend thy choyse : 

Now I remember I met one FrantiiB, 

Aa I did seeke my man, — then, tbat waa he, — 

And Philip too, — belike that was thy brother: 

Why, now I find how I did loose luyselfe, 

And wander* vp and downe, mistaking so. 

Giue me thy hand. Mall : I will neuer Icaue 

Till 1 haue made your mothers friends ngaine, 

And purcbaste to ye both your hearts dehght^ 

I And for this same one bad many a good night. 
Twill not be long ere that Aurora will, 
Deckt in the glorie of a golden sunne, 
Open the cbristall windowes of the east, 

' To moke the earth enamourde of her face, 
"When we sbull haue cleare light to see our way : 
Come; night being done, expect ahappie day. Exeunt. 

Enter Mibtbesse Baenes. 
IHis. Bar. O, what a race this peeuiah girle hatli 
led me ! 
I How fast I ranne, and now how wearie I am ! 
n so out of breath I acarae can speake, — 
What shall I do ? — and cannot ouertake her. 
[ Tis late and darke, and I am far from home : 
May there not theeues lie watching here about, 
Intending mischiefe vnto them they meete? 
There may ; and I am much afraide of them. 
Being alone without all companie. 
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I do Kpeiit mo of my coniming foarth i 
And yvt I do lurt, — they had else bene marrii'd, 
And tliut I would not tor lea tiinea more l&bour. 
But what a whiter of colde feare I thole," 
Freesing my heart, least danger should betide mu I 
What shall I do to puruliase companie ? 
I heai* some hollow here about the fields : 
'Ilien here He set my torch vjion tliis hill. 
Whose light shall beaeon-like cooduct tliem Ui it ; 
They that liaue lost their way, Boeing a light, 
For it may be aeene lUrre oil' in the night, 
Will come to it. Well, liore Ee lie vnseene, 
And looke who comes, and chuse my conipanie; 
Perhaps my daughter may first eome to it. 

[fnier M18TKE88E GouESEV.] 
Min. Gou. Where am 1 now? miy, where wi 
euen now ? 
Nor now, nor then, nor where I shall be, know 1. 
I thinke I am going home : I may as well 
Be| going from horaei tis} so ^ery darke, 
I cannot see how to direct a step. 
1 lost my man, pursuing of my sonne j 
My Sonne escapt me too : now, all alone, 
1 am enfor8t§ to wander vp and downe. 



* thole] i.e. suiter, endure. Eds. " sMle." 
t Be] So sec ecL First ed. "Being." 
J fu] HimA, for the metre, " it is." 
§ en/xiDt] So s«;. ed. Urst ed, " enforu'at." 
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vife's* abroad : pray God, that she 
May Laue as good a daunce, nay, ten times woorse ! 
Oh, but I fearo she hath not ; she hutli light 
To see her way. 0, that aomel bridge would breake, 
TLat she might fall into aome deepe digd ditch, 
tAnd eyther breaJte her bonea or drowne her aelfe ! 
1 would these mischiefes I could wish to her 
flight light on her ! — but, soft ; I see a light : 
1 will go neero ; it is comfortable. 
After this nights sad spirits dulling darknesse. 
How now ? what, is it set to keepe it selfe ? 

Mis. liar. A plague ont, is she there? l^Aside.] 

Mis. Gou. O, how it cheares and quiukens vp my 
thoughts 1 

Mi*. Bar. 0, that it were the basseliskies fell eye, 
lo poyson thee I [j4«Kfc.] 

Mis, Gou. I care not if I take it, — 
Sure none la here to hinder me, — 
And light me home. 

Mis. Bar. I had rather she were hangd 
jTben I should set it there to do her good. \_AMde.'\ 

Mis. Gou. I fMth, I will. 

Mis. Bar. I faith, you shall not, mistresse j 
De venttire a burnt linger but Ee haue it [..Im'rfe,] 

Mis. Gou. Yet Bamaes wife would chafe, if that 
she knew 
T^hat I had this good lucke to get a light. 



fc 
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Mis. liar. Ami wi she dotli ; but piTiiee your' lucke 

«t i)art)ng. [^*«ie,] 
Mh. Gou. O, that it weref lier li}rlit, good faith, 

that she 
Migbt darkling walke about as welt as I ! 

Mis. Bar. O, how this muds me, that she hath her 

wish! [Aside.'\ 

Mis. Gou, How I would laugh to see her trot about! 

MU. Bar. Oh, I could erie for anger and for rage I 

lAKide.'] 

Mis. Gou, But who should set it here, I maru'le, a 

Gods Dame. 
Mis. Bar, One that will hau'te from you, in the 

diucls name. [j4wtfe.] 
Mis. Gou, lie lay my life that it was Bornsea Bon. 
Mis. Bar. No, forsooth, it was Bamses wife. 
Mis. Gou. A plague vpon her, how she made me 

start! [_Aside.'] — 



let go the torch. 
Mis. Bar, No, but I will not. 
Mis. Gou. He thrust It in thy face, then. 
Mis. Bar. But yon shall not. 
Mis. Gou. Let go, I say. 
Mis. Bar. Let you go, for tis mine. 
Mia. Gou. But my possession sales, it is noni 
Mis. Bar. Nay, I haue hoMe too. 
Mis. Gou, WoU, let go thy hold, 



• your'] Sec. ed. " you." 

■f irtre\ So tee, ed. Krst ed. " wo«re." 
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Or I will spume thee. 

Mis. Bar, Do ; I can spume thee too. 
Mis, Gou, Canst thou ? 
Mis, Bar, I, that I can. 

Enter Maister Goursie and Barnes, [Philip, 

Frank, S^c], 

M. Gou, Why, how now, women? how vnlike to 
women 
Are ye both now ! come, part, come, part, I say. 

M, Bar, Why, what immodestie is this in you ! 
Come, part, I say; fie, fie. 

Mis, Bar, Fie, fie ! I say, she shall not haue my 
torch. — 
Giue me thy torch, boy : — I will runne a tilt, 
And bume out both her eyes in my encounter. 

Mis. Gou. Giue roome, and let us haue this hot 

carerie. 
M, Gou. I say, ye shall not: wife, go to, tame your 
thoughts 
That are so mad with furie. 

M, Bar. And, sweete wife. 
Temper your rage with patience ; doe not be 
Subiect so much to such misgouernment. 

Mis. Bar. Shall I not, sir, when such a strumpet 

wrongs me ? 
M. Gou, How, strumpet, mistresse Barnes ! nay, I 
pray, harke ye : 
I oft indeed haue heard ye call her so, 
And I haue thought vpon it, why ye should 
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Twit lier willi i 
Any burt by he 



ittnc of strumpet ; do you know 
■, that you temie her so ? 

M.Bar. No, on my life; ntge oncly makes her say 80. 

M. Gou, But I would know whence this some rage 
should come ; 
Whers smoke, thercs fier; and my heart misgpues 
My wiuea intemperance hath got that name , — 
And, mietresse Barnes, I doubt and shrewdly* doubt, 
And sorae great cause begets this doubt in me. 
Tour husband and my wife doth wrong va both. 

M. Bar. How! tbinke ye so? nay, mniatcr Goursey, 
tlien. 
You runne in debt to my opinion, 
Because you pay not such aduised wiaedome 
As 1 thinke due vnlo my good conceit. 

M. Gou. Then still I feare I shall your debtor prooue. 

[jtf. Bar."] Then I arrest you in the name of loue ; 
Not bale, but present answere to my plea; 
And in the court of reason we will trie 
If tbat good thoughts should faeleeue ielousie. 

Phil. Why, looke ye, mother, this is long of you. — 
For Gods sake, father, harke ! why, these effects 
Come still from womena malice : part, I pray. — 
Comes, Wil, and Hodge, come all, and helpe ve part 

Father, but lieare me speake one word, no more. 
Franke. Father, but heare himf speake, then vse 
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PhU, Crie peace betweene ye for a little while. 

Mis, Gou, Grood husband, heare him speake. 

Mis, Bar, Good husband, heare him. 

Coom, Maister, heare him speake; hees a good wise 
young stripling for his yeares, I tell ye, and perhaps 
may speake wiser then an elder bodie ; therefore heare 
him. 

Hodg. Maister, heare, and make an end ; you may 
kill one another in iest, and be hanged in earnest. 

M, Gou. Come, let vs heare him. — Then, speake 
quickly, Phillip. 

M, Bar, Thou shouldst haue don ere this ; speake, 
Phillip, speak. 

Mis, Bar, O Lord, what hast you make to hurt 
your selues I — 
Good Phillip, vse some good perswasions 
To make them friends. 

PhU, Yes, He do what I can. — 
Father, and maister Goursey, both attend. 
It is presumption in so young a man 
To teach where he might leame, or to* derect 
Where he hath had direction ; but in dutie 
He may perswade aa long as his perswase 
Is backt with reason and a rightfull sute. 
Phisickes first rule is this, as I haue learned. 
Kill the effect by cutting off the cause : 
The same effects of ruffin outrages 
Comes by the cause of malice in your wiues ; 



* to'] Eds. "be.' 
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IIiul not tbcy tv70 bene foos, yon had been friends^ * 
And wo had beene at home, and this same wi 
In i)eaeeful] sleepe liad neare beene dreanit vpon. — 
Motlior, and mistresee Groureey, to make them friende, 
la to be friends your selues ; you are the eaase, 
And these effects proceed, you know, from you ; 
Your hates giue life vnto these killing strifes, 
But die, and if that enuye* die in you. — 
Fathers, yet stay. — O, speake 1 — O, stay a. while !- 
Francis, perswode thy mother.^ — -Maiater Goursey, 
If that my mother will resolue'j' your mindej 
That tis but meere suspect, not common proofe. 
And if my father sweare hees innocent. 
As I durst pawne my soule vdth him he is. 
And if your wife vow trneth and constancie, 
Will you be then perswaded '' 

M. Gov. Phillip, if thy father will remit 
The wounds I gaue him, and if these conditions 
May be performde, I banniah all my wrath. 

Af. Bar. And if thy mother will but ciccre 
Phillip, 
As I am reiulie to protest I am. 
Then niaister Goursey 13 my friend againe. 

P/iil. Harke, mother ; now you heare that 
desires 
May be accomplished ; they will both be friends, 



If youT performe these easie articles. 
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Mis, Bar, Shall I be friends with such an enemie ? 

Phil. What say you* vnto my perswase ? 

Mis, Bar, I say sheesf my deadly enemie. 

Phil, I, but she will be your friend, if you reuolt. 

Mis, Bar, The words I said ! what, shall I eate a 
trueth ? 

Phil, Why, harke ye, mother. 

Fran, Mother, what say you ? 

Mis, Gou, Why, this I say, she slaundered my good 
name. 

Fran, But if she now denie it, tis no defame. 

Mis, Gou, What, shall I thinke her hate will yeeld 
so much ? 

Fran, Why, doubt it not ; her spirit may be such. 

M, Gou, Why, wiU it be? 

PhU, Yet stay, I haue some hope. 
Mother, why, mother, why, heare ye J: 
Giue me your hand ; it is no more but thus; 
Tis easie labour to shake hands with her : 
A§ little breath is spent in speaking of faire words, 
When wrath hath violent deliuerie. 

M, Bar, What, shall we be resolu'd ? 
Mis, Bar, O husband, stay ! — 
Stay, maister Goursey : though your wife iiooth hate 

me. 
And beares vnto me mallice infinite 
And endlesse, yet I will respect your safeties ; 

* you] Qy. "yoM, mother"? 
f sheas'] Kead, for the metre, " she is." 
J heare ye] Something has dropt out here. 
§ A] Ought probably to be omitted. 
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I would not haue you perish by our meanes : 

I must confesse that onely suspect, 

And no proofe els, hath fed my hate to her. 

Mis. Gau, And, husband, I protest by heauen and 
earth 
That her suspect is causles and vniust. 
And that I nere had such a vilde* intent ; 
Harme she imaginde, where as none was ment. 

PhU, Loe, sir, what would yee more ? 

M, Bar. Yes, Phillip, this ; 
That I confirme him in my innocence 
By this large vniuerse. 

M. Gou. By that I sweare. 
He credit none of you, vntill I heere 
Friendship concluded straight betweene them two : 
If I see that they willingly will doe, 
Then Be imagine all suspition ends ; 
I may be then assured, they being friends. 

Phil. Mother, make full my wish, and be it so. 

Mis. Bar. What, shall I sue for friendship to my foe? 

Phil. No : if she yeeld, will you ? 

Mis. Bar. It may be, I. 

Phil. Why, this is well. The other I will trie. — 
Come, mistresse Goursey, do you first agree. 

Mis. Gou. What, shall I yeeld vnto mine enemie ? 

Phi. Why, if she will, will you ? 

Miljs."] Gou. Perhaps I will. 

Phil. Nay, then, I finde this goes well forward still. 

* vild€~\ i.e. vile. 
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Mother, giue me your hand, — giue me yotire to ;• — 

Bo not GO loath ; some good tiling I must doe ; 

But lay your torches by, I like not them i 

Come, tome, deliuer tht^m vnto your men ; 

Giue me your hands. — So, now, sir, heere I stand, 

Holding two angrie women in my hand ; 

And I must please them both : I could please toQe,| 

But it is luird when there is two to one, 

Espeeially of women ; but tis so, 

They shall be pleasd whether they will or no. — 

"Which will come firet? what, Imth giue back I ha, neither! 

Why, then, yood may helpe that come both together. 

So, stand still, Btand| but a little while, 

And see how I your angers will beguile. 

Well, yet there ia no hurt ; why, then, let me 

loyne these two hands, and see how theil agree i 

Peace, peace I they crie; looke how they frieniUy kisse 1 

Well, all this while there is no hiirme in tliis; 

Aa-e not these two twins ? twins should be both alike. 

If tone speakes I'aire, the tother should not strike : 

lesuB, these warriours will not ofler hlowes ! 

Why, then, tis strange that you two should be foes. 

O, yes, youle say, your weapons are jour tongues ; 

Touch lip with lip, and they are bound from wrongs ; 

Go to, imbrace, and say, if you be friends, 

That heere the angrie woraens quarrels ends. 

itf([*]. Gour. Then heere it ends, if mistres Barnes 
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Raph. And I by you ; wLicli now 1 well pBrcoiue. 

a, gentlemen, what made yce all 
e from your beds this night, and why thus late 
e your wiues walking heere about the fields :• 
s strange to gee such womeu of Bccoumpt 

; but I gesse some great oci^aaion. 
M. Gou. Faith, this occasioD, sir: women will imrei 
And iarre they did to day, and so they parted ; 
We knowing womena mallice let alone 
_ Will, canker like, eate farther in their hearts, 
d aeeke a soddaine core, and thus it waa, — 
L match betweene his daughter and my sonne : 
o sooner motioned but twas agreed, 
nd they no sooner saw but wooed and lifcte : 
ley haue it sought to crosse, and crosise it thus. 
I Saph. Fye, mistresse Barnes, and miatresae Gouraey 
both; 
e greatest sinne wherein your soules may sinne, 
( thinke, in this, in crossing of true loue ; 
it me perewHde yee. 
Mis. Bar. Sir, we are perswaded. 
And I and mistresse Goursey are both friends ; 
And, if my daughter were but found againe, 
Wbo now is missing, she had my consent 

be disposd off to her owne content. 
I Raph, I do r^oyce that what I thought to doe, 
e I begin, I finde. already done : 



* Jiddi] Sost-n ed. Pirated, "lilpcis." 
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Why, this will please your friends at Abington. — 
Franke, if tliou seekst that way, thcrt^ thou shalt fiiide 
Her, whom I holde tlie comfort of thy minde. 

Mall. Ue shall not seeke me; I will seeke him out, 
Since of my mothera gruunt I need not doubt. 

Aft[»]. Bar. Thy mother graunta, my girle, and slie 
doth pray 
To send vnto you both a ioyfuU day ! 

Hodge. Nay, mistrfase Bamea, I wish her better ; 
that those ioyfull daycs may be turnd to ioyfull nights. 

Coomes. Faith, tis a pretty wench, and tis pitty but 
she ehould haue him. 

Nich. And, mistresse Mary, when yee go to bed, 
God Bend you good rest, and a peck of fleua in your 
nest, euery one as big as Francis ! 

I^U. Well said, wisdome : God send thee wise 
children ! 

Nich. And you more mouy. 

I^il. I, so wish I. 

Nich. Twill be a good while ere you wish your skin 
-^lUl of ilet boles. 

Phil. Franke, horke ye ; brother, now your wooiugs 
doone. 
The next thing now you doe is for a sonne ; 
I prithe, for, i faith, I should be glad 
To haue myselfe called nunckle,* and thou dad. — 
Well, sister, if that Francis play the man, 



xc'jUc] 1 
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My mother must be grandam, and you mam. — 
To it, Francis, — ^to it, sister ! — God send yee ioy ! 
Tis fine to sing, dansoy, ray owne sweete boye ! 

Fran. WeU, sir, iest on. 

IViil. Nay, sir,* do you ieat on. 

M. Bar. Well, may she prooue a happy wile to him 1 

M. Gow. And may he pi-ooue as happy vnto her ! 

iS.Haph. Well, gentlumen, good hap betide tiiem both! 
Since twas ray bap thus happily to meete, 
To be a witnesse of this sweete contract, 
I doc reioyce j wherefore, to haue this loye 
Longer pre3ent with me, 1 do request 
That all of you will be my promist gueata; 
This long nights labour dooth desire some rest. 
Besides tJiis wished end ; therefore, I pray, 
Let me deteine yee hut a dinner time ; 
Tell me, I pray, shall 1 obtaine so much ? 

M. Bar. Gentle sir Raphe, your courtesie is such 
As may impose commaund vnto ys all ; 
We win be thankfull bolde at yovir request. 

P/iU. I pray, sir Eaph, what cLeare shall we haue ? 

S. Bap. I faith, countrie fare, mutton and veale, 
Perchance a ducke or goose. 

Mai, Oh, I am sicke ! 

All. How now, Moll ? whats the matter ? 

Mai. Fatlier and mother, if you needs would know, 
He nam'd a goose, which is my etomackes foe. 



w] See ed. "fit 
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/fttl. Come, come, she is with ciiilJo of gome od iest, 
And now sLees sicke lill that eh« Lring* it foorth. 

Mai. A iest, tjuotli you ! wi-II, brother, if it be, 
I fcarc twiU prooue an earnest vnto mc, — 
Goose, said ye, sir ? Oh, that same very name 
Hatb in it much varietie ot' shame 1 
Of all the birda that euer yet was seene, 
I wonld not hane them graze vpon this greene j 
I hope they will not, for this crop ia poore. 
And they may pasture vpon greater store : 
But yet tis pittie that they let them pasae, 
And like a common bite the Muses grasse. 
Tet this I feare ; if Franke and I should kiaae. 
Some creeking gooae would chide vs with a hisse; 
I meane not that goose that sings it knowes not what;| 
Tis not that hisse when one saies, ' hist, come hither'; 
Nor that same hisse that eetteth dogges together; 
Nor that same hiese that by a fier doth stand. 
And hisaeth T. or F.J vpon the hand ; 
But tis a faiese, and Ue \7ilace my cote. 
For I should eound§ sure, if I heard that note, 
And then greene ginger for the greene gooee cries, 
Serues not the tm-ue,— I tnm'd the white of eyes. 
The rosa-solis yet that makes me liue 
Is fauour[| that these gentlemen may giue; 

■ brmg] So sac ed. First ed. "brings." 

f nnl urAof] A line, ivbiuh rhjmfd nith (his one. hn^i dropt siiL 

j T. or /■.] i.e. TVoitor or FeliHt. 

§ ioujull i.e. swoon. 

)| ^wnir] Sec ed. " fkuoiira." 
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But if they be displeased, then pleas'd am I, 

To yeeld my selfe a hissing death to die : 

Yet I hope heres* none consents to kill, 

But kindly take the fauour of good will. 

If any thing be in the pen to blame, 

Then here stand I to blush the writers shame : 

If this be bad, he promises a better ; 

Trust him, and he will prooue a right true debter. 

[^Exeunt"] 

* heres] Bead, for the metre, " here is," 
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